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may be availa ble to him in fche | 

| files. The indictment against BANKS (and 
| was filed on April, 10, 1973? therefore, 
this case has been marked "yes'* as pending over one 
year and pending prosecution over six months. 

Interviews with potential witnesses are set. 
forth*. It is to be noted that in the trial, of HUS SELL MEANS 
and DENNIS BANKS at St. Paul, Minnesota, in connection with 
the "leadership Trials" arising from the; takeover at 
v&unded Knee, that the Defense Council has obtained 
approval, through the discovery order of obtaining all 
FD-302's and recorded statements of'witnesses. Therefore, 
all. FD-302/s of potential witnesses shown herein are 
included in this report where the interviews relate 
to the period on. or abput 2/6/73 when the truck; was 
stopped at Custer, South Dakota. 

The following FD-302 reporting interview with 
JOHN EVANS, Deputy sheriff, Custer County, south Dakota, 
on 2/7/73 is being set forth in the administrative 
section since he is concealing the identity of one- of 
his sources. This FD-302 has been submitted by separate 
letter to the USA, Sioux Falls, South. Dakota. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF iXVcSTJGATION 


Dais of if *f, sc.fiion_ 


JOHN EVANS, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Custer County, 
Custer South Dakota upon interview advised the folio-wing 
information: 

EVANS advised that "a citizen who does not want 
to become, known for fear of retaliation by the American 
t i</)43ii fimm". t-.^lonhon Lcallv advised him that_ 


EVANS also advise 
the group who struck I 
Bulk Plant, on the head wit 
reason at all. 


that th is group may also be 
| an employee at the 
an axe handle for no apparent 


ln*ervl*w*-i on 2 /7/?3 


^q,Cu_gter,_South Dakota , , *_UU57.-JL5.Q9: 


-. Oo»e dictated^ ^ . 2 /9/ 7 3 
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MP 149-427 


LEADS 


MINNEAPOLIS 


■ AT CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA 


At States Attorney's Office or through|_ 

_ South Dakota States Attorney in charge of 

prosecution of various subjects in connection with the 
riots at South Dakota, determine if there are 
photographs, other items of evidence or additional 
witnesses regarding instant matter. 
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FD-M4 (R<v. 34-59) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to, 3 . - USA, SIOUX FALLS, SOOTH DAKOTA 


Report of; 

NOVEMBER 20, 1974 

Field Offiee fife #; 149-427 

Tl ”* : DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Bureau File #: 


Choroctor: DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT OR 
MOTOR VEHICLE 


$yAOp*I»; 


Indictment Tiled April 10, 1973, in U.' S.t District Court of 
South Dakota. Weste rn Division, charging BANKS with 


on February 6, 1973, tampering with a Mack 


tractor and gasoline trailer-truck while that unit was engaged 
in interstate commerce. BANKS was identified as being in a 
leadership role at Custer, South Dakota, at the time of the 
February 6, 1973 riot when the courthouse and other buildings 
were burned. BANKS identified as assisting in acts of arson and 
as stopping 'v., tractor and trailer. 


(P) 


DETAILS: 



T&U docwaeax contain* neither recocxpietvdation* nor cooctusicm* r of the FBI* It i* the property of tbe FBI and is loaded to your agency; it and it* content* 
#re not to bo distributed outside your agency. 

U F S* OOVESNltfENT rStDSTI^G OFHCX ; O * 4M-*40 
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PROSECUTIVE ACTION 




MP 149-427 


' .0A-.'Sep't*omber.."23.,---.19T4»- SA _ascertained . 

from the- records of the Clerb of IT. .5/ District Court that an , 
indictment bad beep' filed against DSN NIS BANKS and 1~ | , 

-_—,-[' On April 10; 1973> (was arraigned 

on April 23; 1973 and BAKES was arraigned on July o, 1973. Both ' 
entered pleas of’not .guilty'V 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE j /<> • 

. .. I /WWiam j. sJfsrtct 19 


DISTRICT OF 'BOUTS DAKOTA 
WESTERN DIVISION 


United States of America, 


Plaintiff- 


Dennis Banks and 


Defendants 


6L 


CR- 73 - $'<>7? 

*.NDI_CTMENT 

( 18 U.S.C. §33 ) 
destruction of - 
Motor Vehicle 


The Grand Jury Charges: 


On or about the 6th day of February-1973 in the City of Custer, 

► i 

State and Western Division of South Dakota, 

DENNIS BANKS and | 

wilfully and with a reckless disregard for the safety of human life, 

i 

tampered with a motor vehicle, that is a 1967 Mack tractor, Wyoming 
license No. 21-1420 and a 9,000 gallon gasoline trailer, Wyoming 
license No. 21-338, belonging to the Dixon Brothers Corporation, 
then being used, operated and employed in interstate commerce from 
New Castle in the State of Wyoming to Hill City in the State of South 
Dakota; in violation of Title 18, U.S.C. §33. 


A TRUE BILL: 


n 



Foreman 


United States Attorne 

















LOG; EV3NTS PRECEDING AND 

I'V .■ ■ 


INCLUDING. HIOT AT . 

CUST5R, SOUTH DAKOTA, FEBRUARY 6, 1973 



ft£V. 11-27-70) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INV£St!GAT[ON 


Pa!anf ^,„, 6 „ M Fobruar y Mr 1 973 


On Februar y 6/ 1973, the fo llowing log 
was maintained by SA | | after l?eing 

notified that a caravan of automobiles containing 
groups of Indians appeared to be heading in a 
southerly direction from Rapid City, South Dakota, 
to Custer, South Dakota: 


b€ 

b7C 


12:30 PI-1 


saJ 


lvia State Police 


12:35 m 


12:42 EM 


12:52 EM 


Raaio .advised that about eight to b6 
11 cars containing five to seven b 7 c 
Indian people were heading south out 
of Rapid City on Highway 16 which 
highway leads to Custer 

state Police Radio advised that one 
of the South Dakota Highway Patrolmen 
observed 12 cars, inclu ding a 
Volkswagen Van , bearing| | be 

license number f \ were heading b7c 

couth out of Rapid City on Highway 79 

State Police Radio advised that 16 
cars had just passed the Horseless 
Carriage on Highway 16 south of 
Rapid City 

State Police Radio advised that a 
highway patrolman observed a station 
wagon containing a man and a woman 
pass through Pringle, S outh Dakot a* 

This st ation wa gon bore | | b6 

license l ~| (1972 K b 7 c 




12:54 EM 


SA | | advised that the 12-car 

caravan heading south on Highway '79 
had just turned west on Highway SC 
_ ancL w ere __h cadi ng jLoward .Cuntar-._S£at r 




2/6/73 


Custer, South Dakota 


& at 


PCSTsebI 

- 6 - 


MP 157-1509 
2/12/73 


be 

b7C 


(Mi lom 'w* ol (hf property o* hftd fa tooled 1* fw ogeiy-y; 

> ond ore nof K> t? dy*yr Ogynty , 







-Ills PM 


1:3d- 'JM 


State Police Radio reported that the 
group which left Rapid City on.Highway 
16. heading south had just overturned 
and ignited & covered wagon at Chut's 
Rooster, Hill City, Sou£h Dakota,' and ■ 
that this wagcfn waS in the center of 
the highway and was on fire, be 

' b7C 


]advised that the group which 


SA,_, 

was on Highway 36 had just passed the 
Legion Lake located in Custer State 
Pj»rk« 


1:35 PM 


SA| |advised that the group * 

which had passed Legion Lake had now 
just passed Gordon Stockade located 
about five miles east of Custer, 


State Police Radio had advised that the 
group traveling south on 16. and 385 
had just passed Crazy Horse Monument 
which is about five miles north ox 
Custer, 


1*42 PM The two caravan .groups both arrived 

at Custer and went directly to the 
Custer County Court House, 

Is45 EM The caravan group got out of their 

cars and asseniblfed in front of the 
Custer County Court House. 

2:00 - 4:00 PM During this period of time the Indian 

demonstrators commenced to break into 
the court house, they smashed windows, 
and threw firebombs, setting the Custer 
County.Court House on fire. Also durinr 
this period, the demonstrators destroyed 
two cf the Custer County Sheriff's 

t ^ . Z: *\ m - - ■■ 4 - 7 U ^ T ’ 

* . " .*■ /■ t 

J W _.**-»* - J -" ** *■ ‘ 

They also forced open the trunks of 
these automobiles and removed tesac 
gas and two shotguns, riot-type, and 
one high-powered rifle, _ 


7 


(3) 

MP 176-87 



4x00 EM 


• 4:15 PM 


during this sains period of time - 
the demonstrators set fire to the 
Custer Chamber of Commerce building 
and had painted "AIM” on business 
places near the Custer County Court 
House« 

At about 3s00 'PM the immediate arrest 
of demonstrators began. Shortly after 
this f the State Police Radio announced - 
that two highway patrolmen had been 
injured, two DCI Agents had been 
injured, and an Agent of the Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms Unit had been 
‘ struck, State Police Radio also advisee 
that after arrests commenced, the group 
began to break up and were r e-ass e.Tibi in- 
a block west of the county ccurt house, 
Custer, and .appeared to be getting rn 
their cars and heading south toward 
■ Hot Springs, South Dakota«. 

State Police Radio advised that one 
group heading south had turned in the 
Wind Cave National Park end were now 
heading for Buffalo Gap, South Dakota, 
which lies east.of Wind Cave Nationai 

Park* 

State Police Radio advised that tho 
Sheriff’s Office at Hew Castle, kyer-irr 
had just advised that an 18 -car esaraw 
had just gone through New Castle ard 
had stopped to ask directions nor - J 
Rapid City, 


- 8 - 
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PERSONS ipSNT JPYiNG BANKS AS ACTING : V \ : ; 

in Leadership capacity during kibr: * . • 

v:; : • : ,v /: . v-v : . 

• CUSTBR, ‘SOUTH DAKOTA • \ 



*0-302 t^.V. H.27-70) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


■ Oou .5. r ^^ Fobruar y * h. 1 973 

s 


Custer County, Custer, South Dakota, upon interview 
furnished the following information: 

i 

At about' 2:00 PM on February 6, 1973, RUSS Ebb 
MSANS, DENNIS BANKS, leaders of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM), another Indian described only as being 
shorter and smaller than MEANS and BANKS, who was hold- 
ing a mike and carrying a "recording device, and a 
fourth Indian whose identity Mas ne ver rev ealed to 
I I appeared in the office which I I had set up 

to meet with th e leaders of the AIM appeared in this 
office* I I invited the four Indians to sit down 

and to state their presence and immediately MEANS spoke 
and said the y would stand and refuse to sit down* MEANS, 
according to I I imm ediately started asking questions 

and didnot allow I I to answer any of the questions* 


] advised that most of the questions wore along the 


lines of the Indian injustices and in connection with 
the EAD HEART BULL incident which occurred at Buffalo Gap, 
South Dakota, whore a white man stabbed BAD HEART BULL* 

| I stated that MEANS felt that[ 

been arrested for murder* 


should have 


I advised that he had listened to MEANS 
and BANKS demand that murder instead of second degre e 
manslaughter charges be f iled ag ainst f 
Custer, who, according to I ~1 is charged with the 
Stabbing death of VSSLSY CHARLES BAD HEART BULL on or 
about January 22, 1973, at Buffalo Gap* 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


At this point, BANKS took over the questioning 
stating that the injustices of the Indians all over the 
United States have been mounding and he was personally 
obsessed ever the bond of $5,000 which had been "the bond 
placed on | I for the stabbing of BAD HEART BULL* b6 

b7C 




2/6/73 




Custer, South Dakota 


SA 


LtvWirfOl .. 


, MP 157-1509- 
- f * ■* ~ 

2/9/73 


- 10 - 
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MP. 176-87'. 


e,* 




J | advised he tried to inform BANKS that the only , 

• purpose of bond was to assure the"appearance of I 
■ in-eour-t 'and the amo unt of. bond had .been set' due 

•t6--£hd "fgfct that I 1 is ‘ a ’l'6C&i' busd-neasmani .a 



be c hanged to murder’and that the States Att orney, s hould 
' .have | | arrested’-within, one-half. hou r. - f 1 

'••s advised that he: refused to do this in- thaC 


had 


'bfejen ptbp&rly charged but did protniae- BANKS that if 
new .evidence should arise 3 which would show the > charge 
: of .-murder,. he-Wouldlboneider iss uing a wa rrant - of ■ 
arrest for. murder n a rid would'have I I arrested* 

\ | stated “that -fat this point BANKS began to speak , 

of the white people-'getting .off on lesser "charges 
whereas Indian individuals are charge d with more'serious 
. Crime ^hd':^re placed in jail* { 


stated that BANKS 


had threatened -him' with his lif-e by stating .to f 


.'.'"if I -knew "t would.get the same -seritence'asj 
-1 .^would have a knife in. roy hand in five mini 


] 


minutes* 


t 


continued.that the smaller Indian.with 


the mike i n his h and started -to ask questions and. at 


this point 


realized that it-was becoming futile 


in an attempt to answer any of the questions presented 
by BANKS, MEANS, and the third Indian individual. 


[ 


] Stated that he ..did not. see or did not 


know.^that MEAd© had left' the< office- iri which the meeting 
was occurring-until a fracas -commenced . outside »o,f the 
.office door.' -He stated' that, the--next .time .he saw 

j .. 


_ _ left the office and left the 

court house; building by the back door arid, saw MEW 


• MEANS was • when he * 


handcuffed, and under, arrest, behindl- the court house • 
building.. * 


Stated 1 that when the fracas occurred 
outside, of the office, •' DENNIS ’ BANKS, who now. had. a 
three-f oot . or longer, stick, in his. hand, bega n break - ' 

irig 1 vindcwsfkc'r inside the of fice building, 

h.n- 3 :£ 6 '. 


• thfa c~*. and --che hooting with 


- ir. - 



■b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


•b6 

b7C 



is) 

HP 176-87 


for Fall River County* Hot Spring*/ South Dakota, 
and went into the Auditor's Offiteft which adjoined 
the of fice in which the meetly was taking place* 

I stated that he closed the door because at 
this point* rocks and debris were coming into the 
court house building. I I stated that at this 

o point he remembered that he had left the tape 
recorder in the meeting room/ so he returned back 
into the room and r etrieved hi s tape r ecorder* a 

camera belonging to _ and the | 

file. He stated he then went out of the office and 
discovered smoke was coming from inside of the 
court house building at which time he left the 
court house building by the back door. 


stated that th e meeting with the 
Indian leaders was attended by | 

members of the various press from both local and 
national news agencies* and a representative ;o£ 
the Division of Criminal Investigation* South Dakota 
Attorney General’s Office, and he believed a repre¬ 
sentative of the Custer County Sheriff's Office. 

I I advised that DENNIS BANKS, in addition 

to breaking out the windows, began beating on the 
office .furniture and equipment inside of the office 
with the stick that he held in his hand* 

| |advised that he is charging MEANS with 

assault with a deadly weap on, felonious riot, and that 
he is charging l | with assaulting police 

officer and felonious riot, and | 

with assaulting polic e officer, two counts, and 
felonious riot* \ I said that these are the only 

warrants at the present time; however, he is anticipating 
issuing additional warrants in connection with persons 
involved in the rioting at Custer* 





FEDERAl BUREAU OF JUVESTIGAWJ 


OoW of Sraost^p'Ioft, 


February 17, 1973 


|__| was interviewed 

at his office in Custer, ^outh Dakota, and he advised that on 
■ February 8, 1973, he received a telephone call from a woman 
who stated ihat she was iron the University of Utah. This 
woman asked him about several individuals whom she believed had 
travelled to Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973. She 
wanted to know if the following people had participated in 
the riot at Cvister, and if these people needed counseling: 



| | advised that he could not remember the woman’s b 

name. He advised that he told the woman that two of the b 

indi viduals inquired about were arrested. These individuals 
we re I I told the interviev/ing 

agents that I I were two of the four Indians who 

met wi th him on F ebruary 6, 1973, with 'MEANS and BANKS. 

I I stated that l I held the microphone during the 

conference. 

He also advised that Mayor GENE REECE of Custer, 

South Dakota, had received a telephone call fron Congressman 
OWENS of Utah inquiring about the sane people. 

I I also advised that two individuals in Custer b 

at the ti e of the riot observed several Indians transferring b 

firearms from a panel van with yellow and red si des into _ 

several Indian cars. These two individuals were I and 

| |Both individuals are residents of Custer, 

South Dakota. ! 


Uryl ^ t<) .. February 16,^1 £73 ol Custer. South Detect a f.i, » M^l 76^87. 

s& r 

CPE/aJf February 1 1 >, j 


b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL PUXEAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oot* ©f ftortttf ianoA.^jgUSt’ < 3.0 


JOE! L. EVANS, Chief Deputy, Custer County Sheriff’s Office, 
Custer, South .Dakota, subsequent to the identification of the inter- 
viewing Agents furnished ths following information: 

EVANS advised that ho tras on official duty at the Custer County 
Court Ibuse, Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973* 

According to EVANS, he was working with l I 

j |prior to and during the occupation of tho Castor County Court Ebuso, 
vus-ccr, South. Dakota. EVANS advised that ho was present during tho first 
assault by several Indians upon the Court House and then in addition, the 
final assault into tho front door of tho Court House. 

EVANS advised that he had personally seen RUSSELL H3ABS outside 
and in tho Custer County Court 'House, Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 
1973* While assisting with tfc3 arrest of individuals who had occupied 
tho Custer County Court House he was na rsomUy pre sent after Highway 
Patrolmen had arrested MEANS along uith l t in tho Custer County 

Court House. According to EVANS, after MEANS had been arrested by the 
South Dakota Highway Patrolmen, ho personally assisted one of tho 
Highway Patrolmen with removing RUSSELL MEANS by way of the back door of 
the Court House to a designated area for transporting prisoners to a near¬ 
by jail facility. 


EVANS advised that he could idontify[ 
if seen in person at a later date. 


and BUSSELL I*EANS 


During the -interview 93 black and whits photographs were shown 
to EVANS in attest to identify individuals present at tho occupation of 
the Custer County Court House, Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973* 

. Tho following photographs wore identified by EVANS as follows: 

Photograph $2, | 

Photograph //?. RUSSELL MEANS 
Ptoto graph $6 t 
Photograph #7, 

Photograph i/9 t 


Interviewee 


7Q-68S2 
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HP 70-6882 


Photograph #10, 1 
Photograph 01, DENNIS BilKS 

Photograph #Hi, <l) PJt'SSELL K3MS ,__ 

Photograph 06. (l) RUSSELL K3 U3. (2)|_ 

Photograph #17, 

Photograph #20, |_| 

Photograph #2 1, Identified vehicle depicted aa owned and operated 


EVANS advised that ho could personally identify all the above 
individuals nar-ed as depicted in photographs displayed# 

F 

EVANS advised that he would testify in court os to all the 
above information given in this interview. 






federal cureau of investigation 


Dat$ pf tfootctiptfotv 



JOHN EVANS, Chief Deputy Sheriff, Custer County 
Sheriff*s Office, Custer, South Dakota, upon interview, advised 
the following information. 

During the course of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) rioting in Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, 
an old white Dodge panel truck was parked near the curb on 
the west s ide of the Custe r County Court House. Tnis truck 
bore | | license | 1 

EVANS stated that the individuals in this truck were 
in the "rioting with the AIM group and bad mouthed law enforce¬ 
ment officers, who were attempting* to prevent any further 
destruction and burning of buildings in Custer, South Dakota. 
EVANS stated that as the riot subsided, he noticed that this 
group returned to the truck, so he proceeded to the truck 
in a:i attempt to identify these individuals. EVANS continued 
that when he went to the truds he noticed AIM banners and signs 
pasted on the outside of this truck. EVANS stated that the 
following people were vith this truck and claimed to be with 
the Cable News of Santa Fe, New Mexico: 




Indian 

Cable News 

Salta Fe, New Mexico 



Iks docYrtCM retortof A* 'f$1, fe is th* pixyprry pf the ond is voonpd *0 yOY' ogehcy; 

ft ord kj contents or* i? bt ypvf P^t^cy. 













• ' ♦ 



EVANS advised that in addition to the above Dodge 
panel truck that they were seen in near t he rio ting, t he above 
group had a yellow Mazda vehicle, bearing I l license f ] 

EVANS stated this vehicle remained at the Custer Hotel, parkea 
in the alley during the rioting. EVANS advised that on the 
afternoon of February 5 and also during the early morning of 
February 6, 1973, he observed this group coming in and out of 
one of the rooms of the Custer Hotel. 


b6 
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b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* lro**<*»ptto<v 


June 10,1974 


JOHN EVANS, Chief Deputy, Custer County Sheriff's 
Office, Custer, South Dakota, subsequent to the identification 
of the interviewing Agent furnished the following information: 

EVANS advised, after referring to his records, that 
both he and Sheriff ERNIE PEPIN on January 26, 1373, sometime 
after 10 ; 37 a.m. observed a u~haul van with approximately 18 
people contained in the van and another "vehicle north,bound 
on Highway 18 from Buffalo Gap. 


EVANS stated that at approximately 10:37 a.m. on 
January 26, X973, he had received a dispatch message from the 
Hot Springs Sheriff's Office, stating that one of cheir 
patrol units was following a u-haul van, extremely dirty, and 
unable to iden tify the -licen se plate ,and a 197 0 Ford, dark 


green, bearing 


license 


Both vehicles 


containing approximately eighteen people, presently leaving 
Buffalo Gap, South Dakota. 


b6 

b7C 


According to EVANS, both he and the Sheriff went to 
the area of Buffalo Gap and observed the U-haul van and this 
vehicle north bound from Buffalo Gap and continued to follow 
both vehicles until they left Pennington county line. EVANS 
stated that he too was unable to obtain the license plate 
from the U-haul which bore the name u-haul van on the side 
and was orange and white in color. 


EVANS stated that .ERNIE PEPIN, the Sheriff, had been 
taking notes and to the best of his knowledge, could furnish 
additional information concerning their contact with the U-haul 
van. 


During this interview, three photographs of the u-haul 
van, orange and white in color, bearing license 4Z9749 were 
displayed to EVANS. Upon viewing these photographs, EVANS 
stated that the vehicle resembled the U-haul van which he 
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observed on January 26, 1973, and in addition stated that the 
U-haul van was wuch dirtier than the U-haul van depicted in 
these pictures. 

_ h .series of photographs containing the photographs of 

| were 

displayed to EVANS without effecting any identification. 

b6 

b7C 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Do'i'of 


2/21/73 


I for the South Dakota 

Department of Motor Vehicles, Pierre, South Dakota, burnished 
the following information: 


[ 


lhas been a res ident of the 


worke d as anf 
since I 


area since jLy^v, and nas 
] for the De partment of Motor Vehicl es 


\ms- 


Account Number 


born I 


I for the Deo, 
1 resides at! 


and has Social Security 


I was at the Custer County Court House (CCCH) , 
Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, and furnished the 
following signed statement regarding the activity that took 
place on that date: 


"Rapid City, South Dakota 
February 20, 1973 


'I 


for the South Dakota Department of Motor Vehicle s. 
make the fo llowing statement to I I and 


who have identified themselves to me 


as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 


"On February 6, 1973, I was at the Custer 
County Court House. (CCCH), Custer, South Dakota, 

The Department of Motor Vehicles maintains records 
at the CCCH and as I had learned that a demonstration 
was to be held at the CCCH on February 0, 1973, I 
was there to ensure that records of the Department 
of Motor Vehicles (DOT) were not destroyed. I 
arrived at the CCCH at about 8:45 a.ra., February 
6, 1973, and between 8:45 a.ra. and about 1:00 p.n. 
no demonstration took place. 


"At approximately 1:00 p.ra., four or 
five Indians had been allowed to enter 'the_CCCH 
to confer with the States Attorney. I observed 
3 „Tai-ge-gather_ing_-Of . Indians .in f ro nt .of .tilO CCCH. 




2/20/73 


Rapid City, South Dakota 


fiV 


SA 

SA 


land 


ysks 
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estimated to be 150 in number. As the group in front 
was becoming restless, one o f the Indians from ins ide 
the CCCH, believed to be the I I 

I L went outside to calm the group. I I 

returned inside the CCCH and the group dispersed 
for five or 10 minutes. 


"At t his time. the group became restless 
again and again \ 1 returned to calm the group. 

I I then said words to the effect that he was 

going back in to confer with the States Attorney, 
but better yet ’let’s all go in’ at that tine the 
group came through the front doors of the CCCH. 

"During the ensuing disturbance, I 
observed several Indians striking and being hit 
as well as several law enforcement officers being 
hit and striking the Indians. Most of the South 
Dakota Highway Patrol Officers came into the CCCH 
through the back door which I opened for then. 


"I have been shown a group of 60 photo¬ 
graphs and identified the following as being involved 
in the disturbance that occurred at the CCCH on 
February 6, 1973. However, I am not able to provide 
any information regarding any specific incidents 
that these individuals nay have been involved. These 
individuals are: 


photograph number 


Hennepin County Sheriff's Office (HCSO) 


J is a photograph of[ 


| _ | Pennington C ountv Sheriff’s 

Office (PCSO) photograph numbe rI 

| PCSO ph otograph number I I 

I PCSO photograph number! 

1 ~~l PCSO photogr aph number not 

listed of I 1 dated February 6. 

1973: PCS O photograph numberf ~ 


] 


PCSO photograph nunbejf 
jPCSO photograph number 
piCSO photograph number 
PCSO photograph numbexj 


] 
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_ l PCSO photograph number |_ I 

I PCSO photograph number 
_ I PC SO photograph number I i 

1 I PCSO photograph number | 

I 3FCS0 P hotograph number I i 

I I PCSO photograph number I I 

of I I PCSO p hotograph numbe r | |3ated 

February 15, 1959, of l I 

"In addition I can provide specific 
information regarding the following listed indivi¬ 
duals and their activ ities a t the CCCH on February 

6. 1973: _ PCSO number I ~~| is a photograph of 

_| whom I obsei'ved remove a fire 

extinguisher from the wall of the CCCH and spray 
it on me and law enforcement officers inside the 
court house. 


"PCSO photograph number 11048 is a 
photograph of RUSSELL C. MEANS whom I observed 
inside the States Attorney's Office attending a 
meeting just before the disturbance broke out. 

MEANS appeared to me to either be drunk or drugged. 


"PC SO photograph number 
photograph of l 
strike South Dakota S tate 
I also helpe d Trooper I 


, numneri l as a 

[w hom I observed 
Trooper | on the head. 
|and Trooper! | handcuff 


__ "PCSO photograph number j 

whom I believe was present inside the Stares 
Attorney's Office CCCH just b efore the me lee 
broke out. I did not observe | | during 

the melee. 


"Minneapolis, Minnesota, Police Department 
number 47315 of DENNIS J. BANKS whom I observed 
inside the States Attorney's Office CCCH shortly 
before the melee broke out, but did not observe 
BANKS during the melee. 

"Also during the disturbance, I observed 
a young 'Indian female that had been -injured by 
a fire near the CCCH and South Dakota State Trooper 
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I I administered mouth-to-iaouth respiration 

to her. I do not know her name, but could identify 
her from a photograph. 

"I have read this statement consisting 
of this and four other pages and now sign it as it 
is true. 


*Vs/[ 


"Witness: 


_| SA, FBI, Rapid City, South 

Dakota, February 20, 1973. 


| SA, FBI, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, February 20, .1973." 








FEOERAl BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 


Opt* O* 


5/13/74 


On May 8, 1974, [ I South 

Dakota State Probation Office, Department of Public Safety, 
Pierre, South Dakota, observed a group of six phot ographs 
and identified a photograph of I l as having 

been at Custer, South Dakota, during the confron tation 
whic h occurred on February 6, 1973« I I advised 

that I I was in an American Indian Movement (AIM) 

crowd runni ng around before the initial confrontation and 
I specifically remembers him being near the front 
of the group. 


[ 


] initialed the back of three of the 


photographs which he could not identify and signed his 
signature to the back of two othe r photographs and the 
photograph of | ~| which he identified as 

being in C uster. South Dakota* The other two photographs 
other tha n I 
I I date 


L 


date Oj 


of Mr 
birth \_ 


_1 were the photographs ofT 

yth r 


5/8/74 Pierre, South Dakota f la * MB 176-140 ' 


br 





. . .<**,*« 5/10/74 


r b«J lUons 

I 1 t OF« r)t 4 It re 


jI r h« ^1 (i c* properfy ■h« aort i* 


1 


I s* " i 
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FEDERAL eUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole- c< froftstf 


ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff* Custer County Sheriff's Office, subsequent 
to the identification of the intervie’.rxng Agent furnished the following 
inforiiation: 

PEPIN advised that he wa3 on official duty and was personally 
present at the occupation of the Custor County Court House, Custer, South 
Dakota, on February 6, 1971. 

During this interview PEPIN furnishod interviewing Agents a list 
of individuals arrested at the Custor County Court House, Custor, South 
Dakota, on February 6 , 1973* In addition, PEPIN furnished the interviewing 
Agents a list of vehicles containing'license plates which were present 
during the Custer County Court House occupation on February 6, 1973. 

PEPIN stated that on February 6, 1973, while in front of the 
Custor County Court House, he had personally seen RUSSELL KEANS with other 
AIM embers prior and during the occupation of the Court House. PEPIN 
stated that ho observed I-2ANS cone out of the Custer County Court House 
building by way of tho front door and in a conversation with one of tho 
Police Officers asked if he nay step outside to consult other AIK aszsbors* 
.According to PEPIN, KEANS again vent back into the Court House and shortly 
thereafter, asked a second ttee to leave tho Court House and talk with friends. 

PEPIN stated that as he observed KEANS approach the^front door of 
the Court House, MEANS turned to a group of individuals already present in 
front of tho Court House and stated, "hVre all going in.” At this tiiae, 

PEPIN advised this group entered by the front door and occupied the Custer 
County Court House, Custor County, South Dakota. 


PEPIN was subsequently shown 93 black and white photographs at 
which tine the following identification was nade; 
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Photograph #15, (l) RUSSELL HEARS, 

Photograph #16, (l) P.USSKLL HEARS, 
Photograph #17 ,1 
Photograph #18, 

Photograph #20, |_ 


fc£ 


( 2 > 


(a£ 


PEPIN stated upon completion of viewing all 93 photographs, 
that ho could positively identify tmd state that all the above photograph 
identifications rcade by him vsre in and around Custer County Court House, 
Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973* 


PEPIN advised that he vould testify to all the abovo infomation 
furnished during tide interview* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* 


ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer County, Custer, 
South Dakota, was interviewed and he advised that several 
days belore the incident on February 6, 1973, he was 
telephonically contacted by "RUSSELL MEANS who advised 
him that several members of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) were coming to Custer to talk to him, PEPIN, and 


State s Attorney about changing the charges on 


from manslaughter to murder. 


PEPIN stated that on the day of the -incident, 
February 6, 1973, he would estimate approximately 200 
people were involved In the disturbance. PEPIN advised 
he was west of the Court House with South Dakota Highway 
Patrolmen when the semi-trailer tank truck was stopped. 

PEPIN stated he could positively identify DENNIS BANKS as 
being on the running board of the truck during the incident. 
PEPIN was exhibited two photograp hs of a semi-trailer truck 
which were taken by | ] on February 6, 1973. 

The first photograph depicted a blue and white 
semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver’s door open and 
numerous individuals standing on the ground around the 
truck and several individuals standing near the driver's 
door. The second photograph depicted a blue and white 
semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver's door open and 
one Individual in a brown checkered coat and tan pants 
standing on the ground near the open door of the truck. 

PEPIN positively identified the individual in 
photograph one who is identified wit h an arrow and the 
number <5 1 U as being ! - I PEPIN positively 

identified the individual in photograph one who is identi¬ 
fied with an arrow and the number ”2" as being DENNIS 
BANKS. PEPIN stated even though the photograph is not sharp 
and clear, he is familiar enough with DENNIS BANKS and 
I fco be able to positively identify them 
from this photograph. PEPIN identified the individual 
depicted by an a rrow in photograph number two as being 


Interviewed oo_ 


Custer, Soul 







Do'e _ 


- 16 a- 


IMi dbtvmeM cousin* c<>n<tvsion* % h t^e of f^e ** locked to you* ©$**cy« 

ft is* <0*f**ta «r< *o! »o be d*tftbv*<d ov*J»d* yovr ^f^*****^*^ t * , 





FD-352 (St'V. 11-27-70} 


% # 

FEDERAL EURcAU OF INVESNGATION 


DgJ* of kgr*a1>tte<y 


2/12/73 


ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer Cbunty, Custer, South 
Dakota, upon interview, advised the following information: 

PEPIN stated that at 12:10 a.m. on February 7, 

1973, a young woman Vs voice telephonically contacted the 
Sheriffs Office and gave the following message: 

“I have a message. Do you know the Black Panther 
Party?" "Yes' 1 . "Nell we f re in California and we're coming 
dov/n and going to blast you off the face of the earth. We're' 
all part Indian." PEPIN stated that at this point, the caller 
then hung up the -receiver. 

PEPIN advised that he has no idea who the caller 
was other than it sounded like a young woman's voice and 
he cannot be sure whether it was a call made within the state 
or from the state of California as indicated in the message 
above. 



Jnlf rv».w«d 


* 6 *. 


Custer, South Dakota 




t MP 157-1509, ‘ 
2/9/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of twistription. 


8/2/73 


ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer County Sheriff's 
Office, provided a list of individuals arrested at the 
Custer County Courthouse, Custer, South Dakota, on 
Tebruary 6, 1973, and a list of vehicles present during 
the Custer Courthouse occupation as follows: 


\n\*t Y» 


8/2/73 Custer , South Dakota _ File # MP 70-6882 
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O.cvrol ot ?;ra? 

Oliver •. 



•i'uoian'j 

Chevy Crjsaro 

Purat Orange 

Blue 


u-JIonvi True); 

AE'I poster 

in vtndohiold 


Ford Pickup 

Bloc* 

Ono of the t-Wano 

Ford 

Blue 


] 

Ford Tudor ■ 




Pc rd 

S1«0 



Chevrolet Fordor 




P2 ynQ\x* I' -St a V^n 

Broun 



Fo"d *?<r ''jno 

Ye*ley vith 




Ofi^vroV t 
O^.^vro] cfc 


St a Vs** 


S 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


' ,. ... September 28/ 1973 

DCIC Ot trPnsrrintifln- , . r . - — - * „■ - ■ - n 


ERNEST PEPIN, Sherirf, Custer County> Custer# South 
Dakota, viewed the C3S JJev;s Pilms, Peel A on September 19, 1973 
at Custe») South Dakota, and identifie d the photograph of the 

individual designated as 73-D as being_a 

Canadian Sioux* 



Interviewed on $/4-9/73 


. Custer, South Dakota # HP t,r 7ft»£305— 


Dote 
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1 . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION^ 


Dulo of Irnmcrlpllnn February I 5 -, 19 7 3 


South■Dakota Highway 


Patrol , Rapid City.,. South Dakota, upon interview/ advi s ed 
.of the following reformations 


b6 

’b7C 


stated that he was one .of three highway 


patrolmen who were-sthtioned oh the front steps leading to 
the ; door of the Cus ter County Courthouse. Custer, annt ir n^pta. 


b€ 

.b7C 


stated that 


----— I _ _ _,_ \* 4 T 

South Dakota Highway Patrol , v/ere ^vith him 1 on the frnnt steps 


Doth Patrolmen* 


of the Custer * County Courthouse. 


advised that he 


was in the middle of the three highway patrolmen and was there 
to protect county property in the event that there was any 
demonstration in connection with the hearings requested by 
American Indian Mo vement (A IM) leaders and. the Custer County. 


State's Attorney, 


advised that at approximately 1:45 p,nu 


on February 6, 1973; a large vehicular caravan-arrived in front 
of the Custer County Courthouse and from the vehicles* exited 
a large number of Indian males* females* and.younaer Indian 
people* who then gathered in front of and on the steps of the 
Custer County Courthouse. " ' 


many AIM banners and flags among the group. [ 

jt_i_ j:1. J _ __ , _ _ _ . I 


advised that he observed 

advised 


that this group was met by Sheriff ERHIE PEPlNof the Custer 
County Sheriff's Office, upon which the leaders requested to 
talk with the Custer County State's Attorney. He stated four 
Indian males carte from the front of the oroup and entered the 
Courthouse to speak with the State's Attorney. 


[ 


advised that shortly after these four Indian 

M ... 1 + H 4 


■ ■ ---t 

males went into the ■ Courthouse , a woman kept coining up to him* 
followed by a majority of the crowd that had gathered". He 
advised that he told this woman and-.the rest of the crowd to 
stand back and that he tried to.reason with her; however* she 
< kept insisting that hex* son v/as inside and had been taken prisoner 
J-1advised that .this woman identified herself as 


b6 

b7C 


continued that this woman was intoxicatrd; 

157-146C 


vio^rtrd on. 2/6/73 


u ; Custer. South Dakota 


SA 




15.7-1469 i 
fi i* jt MP 157-15G9^' 

157-1503,157- 
2/12/73 


> a 
b6 J 




b7C 
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and as she kept talking# the crowd began to 1 support her and 
began pushing her toward the three highway patrolmen stationed 
at the front door of the Ccuniy Courthouse. I 1 stated 

that he felt that if the woman was allowed inside the door# 
there was the possibility that the crowd tension would relax; 
therefor e# he allowed the woman to go into the County Courthouse- 
I H advised that in his opinion# I I was being 

used as a shield by an Indian male# who identified himself as 


_continued that j | grabbed 1 | be 

and himself and start ed pushing both of them to the bottom of b7c 

the stair s. I ~1 continued that# as he went down to help 

k ip# someone took his helmet off# took his night stick 
away from hi m and the n he was thro wn over the top of an 
automobil e. I I continued that j | come to his aid? 

and while I I was helping him# someone hit him with a chain. 

Then he noticed that someone who was carrying the AIM -flag# which 
had a spear-like device on the end o f it# was coming at him 

in an attempt to stab him. _ stated that he warded off 

the flag; however, the spear went through his hand and it then 
hit him on the cheek near the left eve, i nflicting a wound in 
the check. 1 | conti nued thatj I then came back with 

_ and he placed f I under arrest for Assaulting 

An Officer. 

_ I ~1 said then he took Patrolman I ~[ be 

and I I both South Dakota Highway Patrolmen who had b7c 

been injured# to the hospital in Cus ter# Sout h Dakota 

for treat ment of -Inju ries .received* I ~[ also advised that 

they took I r in .custody and took him to the hospital# 

as he was bleeding fremthe head. 

I 1 advised that he has two stitches in his forehe-k be | 

near the hairline, a bruised arm where the chain hit him in the ar»n, b7c . 
and a puncture wound in his left hand and a cut underneath the 
left eye. 
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I J ad vised that there is no question in his 

mind but that i t was | who assaulted Patrolman 

l and him self on t he .steps of the courthouse, 
Custer, South Dakota* I ~l advised ho had no idea who 

it was that picked him up and threw him over the car, as 
there were so many people involved in the demonstration. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dgls gl ?cpnscrl;‘v7.*i 


]~l South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, 
with the rank oi | | was interviewed at the headquarters 

of the State Highway Patrol, 702 Fast North Street, regarding 
his involvement in the disturbance at the Custer County Court 
House at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6,.1973. 


statement: 


proceeded to give the following 




"February 20, -1973 
Rapid City, South Dakota 

"I I I. make the fo l 1 owing 

statement to|_J who 

have identified themselves to me as Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

"I am a So uth Dakota State Highway Patrol¬ 
man with the rank of I ~~1 I have been with 

the South Dakota Patrol since I I 

and am presently stationed at Rapid City, South 
Dakota. 

"On February 6, 1973, at approximately 
1:30 p.n., I arrived at the Custer County Court 
House in response to a call for help from the 
Sheriff f s Office in Custer, South Dakota, to help 
reinforce their department inv olving a disturba nce 
there. I received a call from I I 

I that he needed help at the County Court 
House. I then responded there and entered the rear 
entrance of the court house and started down the 
hall toward the front of the court house where 1 
saw DSNN73 BANKS breaking out windows in one of 
the side rooms of the court house. 1 then proceeded 
to the front steps of the court house to help hold 
a crowd back. A female was on the steps of the 
court house and she stated that she had to get in 
because hsr two sons were Inside, she was told that 
she ecuiem't enter and at this time a male grabbed 

2/20/73 a , Rapid City, South Dakota , JIP 176-87 ' 
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through or they (the police) would have to kill then 
both. At this point the entire crowd started forward 
and a few canisters of gas were thrown at the crowd 
in an attempt to disperse them. No weapons were 
used during the entire disturbance but night sticks 
were used by i r.e and other officers. I attempted 
to go into the crowd to break them up and I received 
a chain wrap around ny right wrist and I lost my 
night stick and somehow lost ray helmet. I was 
■poked in the face With a stick and hit over the 
head with a section of pipe just after losing my 
helmet. 


"I was exhibited 60 photographs from 
which I identified the following four individuals 
as being at Custer. South Dakota f on February 6, 
1373; Photo number f 1 Pennington County 
Sheriff’s Office ( PCSO). Raoid City. South Dakota. 


This is a photo of 


whom I 


observed at the court house but have no information 
regarding his involvement, if any, in the disturbance 
that occured that day. 


"PCSO Number 11048 is a photograph of 
RUSSELL C. MEANS, whom I observed in the hallway 
of the Custer County Court House in custody of law 
enforcement officers being removed from the 
building. However, his exact activities on that 
date are not known to me. 


o*E 

wifi 


H PCS0 photo number 
1 observed 


1 Is a photograph 
*~1 scuffling 
officers on February S, 1973 

staff in his possession, 


:h in v enforcement 
and I believe he had a flag 
I did not actually observe him strike an officer 
or damage and nro^erty. 


"Minneapolis Police Department Photo 
Number 47315 of DENNIS J. BANKS. I observed BANKS 
on February 6, 1973 breaking out v/indows inside 
the Custer County Court House with a riot stick* 
similar to the type issued to officers of the 
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_"PCSO photo number 

I I im almost positive that this is 
the Individual who struck ne on the right wrist 
with a length of chain while on duty at the Custer 
County Court House on February G, 1973. 


"I have read the above statement con¬ 
sisting of this and two additional pages and have 
initialed each page and now sign it because it is 
true. 


"Witness; 


"/s/ 


SA, FBI, Hapid City, 
south Dakota, February 20, 1973. 


SA, FBI, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, February 20, 1973." 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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: :• • ... FEDERAL SUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


• ' * Dol» of tronEci'lpllOft’ 2/15 /73' • 

1 | [ driver for Dixon Brothers, New. -be 

Castle Wyoming art February; 9,. 1973/ telephonically. 'furnished b7c 
the foIlo\<7ing information: • ' . ... 

‘ |advised that on February 6, 1973, he had t>6 

loaded his fuel tank, trailer with fuel oil-at their, refinery. b7c 
located in Nev? Castle, Wyoming. He: stated he left New Castle. 
Wyoming and .proceeded on Highway 16, arriving- in Custer, 

South Dakota at approximately 2:30 p;m. He. stated that this 
is his normal^route from New Castle into South Dakota to. t 
make deliveries into the southern'hills region of South 
Dakota, '[ | advised that as he approached the intersection 

near , the Custer County Courthouse, he sav7 a lot of people 
in the str eet and it appeared to him that they were demon- 
] *• strating. [ ~| advised that he reached over and' locked 

the passenger side'door of the truck and thought that he had 
* locked the driver's side door of the vehicle. He stated 
that he was proceeding -through the main, street of Custer 
■ 1 at a slow rate of speed as he was approaching a group of 
people that were-standing in the middle of the street. 

I 1 continued that as he reached the above- ..be 

described intersection, a bunch of Indians held up their hands b7c 
in a fashion .'signaling him to stop. Sin ce- these people., 
refused to move, he was forced to .stop. I stated that • 

after stopping, someone hit the door on tne passengef side' 
and the man who did the hitting appeared to have fallen down 
to the ground.• About this, time, his door on his side of the 
vehicle was opened and one of the demonstrators tried to get 
into' the cab and in doing' so, tpld him, "drive this damned 
thing up there", and pointing to a group of lav? enforcement 
officers near the courthouse. 

| ]advised that this man had on a checkered be 

jacket, was wearing blue pants-.like blue jeans, had long b7c 

sideburns, braided hair, and was wearing a headband/made cf . 
beads around his head; .He weighed'approxiraately 175 pounds 
and was 5 f 10” tall. 


jntorvicwftd or*_ ■_ 2 /9/ 73 
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I " advised that about. 4 or ■ 5 Indians all 

appeared at the driver's side door. However, he recalls , 
that one of therafcas about 1/2 white, being a big man 
about 200 pounds', 30 - 35 years of age whose hair’was 
brown and cut.orderly- and had a shirt-type jacket as. ah 
outer garment. This man was m tist pers istant that the 
truck was not going anywhere,. I 1 stated that he was 

scared and -.was afraid of his life in view, of the action 
taken by the men who attempted to get into the. cab of the 
truck. 


b6 

b7C 


| advised that one of the men in thre jjroup 

that initially stopped -the truck reminded him ax tha band 
leader, MITCH MILLER in that his face contained avMITCH 
MILLER-type of beard. _ ' 

. ■ I I advised that one of the 4 or 5 Indians 

who appeared, at his do or grabbed his aria and was trying 
to pull him. out of the cab of the tractor, 

I I stated that the man who told him to 

drive up to the.group of law enforcement officers had 
long hair, was in his late 20*s or early 30*s and was 
definitely an Indian. 

I I felt that this group wanted to set 

the tanker on fire 1 , as evident by the fact that after 
he left the Custer area, he checked the gate valves 
on the tanker and found that two of them were halfway 
open, I I stated that he did not see anyone turn 

these valves and advised that, he would not under the 
circumstances be in a position to observe anyone turning 
on these valves. He did. state that he saw one of the 
Indian males holding a cigarette lighter, attempting to 
light the lighter. 

I 1 stated that he had loaded the vehicle 

in New Castle, Wyoming and was. on his way to the Stoddar 
Lumber Company in Hill.City, South Dakota to deliver fuel 
oil to that concern. He said that after being stopped and 
the Indians’attempting forcing him out of the cab of the 
tractor, one of the South Dakota highway patrolmen came 
to. his aid atid as he approached the tractor, the Indians 
backed away from the; tractor trailer. 


1.0. ; : r n 


[ 


■ t"- - ! thp*- at this ■ocdnt he o^'v.-neded 

■■ * r “ ,, ’ „ 

■ . . - t, ■ '** ■■ t in n ■ . j ;\ 

- .L <V tj. tt-J. Lf Its,' — hr* » OL"',, \« t. ■ 1 - *.-A. 

stated that when he came to 


toward HiXI City*- 
the traffic light bn the main street in Custer, $ light 
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colored pickup truck bearing an Oklahoma, license and- 
' being driven by a single Indian was In front of him and 
ha blew ,the airhorn at this driver to get. him out of. the . 
.•way so that he.could get out of Glister., 

I I advised that although he did not see 

this, he was informed that some of the Indianshad 
,gotteii on top of. th# Ranker, ©nd if they- would )j,ave -been 
successful in opening up the covers, could have easily, 
exploded the tanker by igniting it and probably losing 
•their- lives in the ignition of the tank.- 

■ I 1 stated that in the group of 4 - 5 Indians 

who approached the driver T s side of the' door, he noted 
that one of the Indian males had a revolver tucked in his 
waistband and that, this weapon had a wooden handle. He 
. stated he did not know what size or caliber this weapon 
was as he.could only see the wooden handle. 

I 1 concluded that he was.sure that he. 

could identify-some of the individuals who stopped the 
tractor trailer and who attempted to take over the 
tractor and trailer. 
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furnished 


Dote of Jrcrwer|pHon_ 


2/16/73 


the ‘following informations 136 

b7C 


He is I Ivears of age and resides at I ~ I 

1 . .. . . . u I Hi 3 telephone number is I 

He has. been employed as a truck dri ver for Dix on Brothers, 

Iht. General Trucking, for the past ! T He drives a 

-semi tanked truck and. hauls light oil products, that is‘diesel, 
-oil, gasoline*, or, clean oil products* • Some- days he- drives to - 
Denysr comes back Che f o 1 lowing ddy* * Sd&og &bys lie siakes 

2 trips to South* Dakota. 


February 6., 1973, he was 'scheduled to haul a ■. 
load of furnace .oil for the Stoddard Lumber Company, which is 
.located 3 miles east of. Hill City, South Dakota. He left .. 
Newcastle, Wyoming, at about Is40 p.m. and drove to Custer, 
-South Dakota. He was stopped..in front*of the courthouse in. 
Custer, where there-was a large group of Indians in the : 
middle of the road, .He had observed this apparent disturbance 
about a block before, he arrived there and. reached over and ■ 

' locked both doors.- Apparently he had failed to totally lock 
the driver s door* He was traveling alone* . 

. .After he. was stopped in front of the courthouse V* 
his door was opened by about three men trying to-get into 
the truck. One man. grabbed him by the arm and said, "You*re 
not going anywhere." ; This man was. pushed aside;and another 
man clwnoed up alongside, of. him and said, "Drive ibis son of 
a bitch tap there,’ pointing toward where a congregation of 
law enforcement was.. " 


i+ 

i 


l idehtified a photogra ph.of r 
iving, Kim this' direction. I 


1 


as the- man giving, Him this' direction. "]_[was apparently 13 

pushed out of the truck* a nd anoth er man came up and tried to ovJJ 

I__[out of the truck.. I 1 recalled observing a law " ■ 

enforcement officer aoprcachingrfrora the front with a riot gun 
or a shotgun about this time, and he believes the gun was fired 
iti'the *air. .One Indian hung onto his arm*and the door and 
sa i d. You re not going anywhere," After a brief struggle 

dislodged this man and got the door closed arid locked.- 


b6 
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He was aoj.e to get the truck .started and drove onto the inter¬ 
sect ion^whe re a pickup, was parked cros s wi s e. He. kept his truck 


Iniisrviewed on 


2/15/73 
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moving and. the pickup got out of the way. said "that he 
had no Intention of stopping again until he got nut of Custer, 
f advis.ed that, he •. is somewhat confused as to the details . b6 

of what occurred because of the confusing activity and'also .. 
‘being, frightened* Hq reviewed a group of phonographs of the 
following individuals'. : ' . • ‘ . 

1. RUSSELL Co MEAUS, Pennington Canty SO 
#11048, taken 2/6/73 


2. 


1 Pennington - 


. County SO | 

| taken tt/^b/ 1'Z ■ 

3. 


| Pennington County 


sol 

j taken 2/6/73 

4. 

i 

| Pennington 


Counter SO I 

Peahen. 2/6/73 

5. 

i 

L Pennington County 


SO 

taken 12/19/67.. 

6. 


1 Pennington Countv 


SO 

taken 2/6/73 


7. [ 


~S0[_ 


~l Pennington County 
J .taken .2/6/73 


8. 

9. 


Pennington Comfy 1 SO 


taken 3/25/73 




L Pennington County 
taken 2/6/73 


10 . [ 


taken e/31/71 


l 


Pennington County S0[ 


11 . 


SO 


„__ Pennington County 

] taken 2/6/73 ’ 


12 . [ 


SO 


.! 3 .- 


~1 Pennington County 
J taken 2/6/73.. 

I Pennington Couritv 


F 


^ Irt./ / j 
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14. f 


.Pennington County-’ 


sol 

J taken 2/7/73 . 

15.' 

Pennington County 


ou numoer unreiown. 

16. 


| Perming ton County 


SO 

J takeh 8/18/69- 

17. ] 

l Pennington Comity 


SO 

[. taken 8/18/69 

is*. | 


I Pennington County 


so 

taken 6/22/72 


19. 

1 Pennington County 

SO 

taken 8/6/62 



I Penning 
taken 9/27/7 


ton County 
2 . 


21* RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, Hennepin County 
■ SO #18791, taken 9/9/70 


22. 

Iborn- 1 

Hennepin County S0|_ 

_^ taken 6/16/72 


23. DENNIS JAMES- BANKS, Hennepin County 
SO #16816, taken 9/4/71 


1 I advised the photograph of. DENNIS BANKS, Heimepibs 

County SO #16816, taken 9/4/71, was one of the men in front of b7c 
the truck which had:caused, him to stop* He., said that BANKS was t 
standing' with his hands-up in the. air ’'right, under the bull dog* 1 ’ 

He explained that'this wee dir^r.tTir ip .frfmti of. -the truck* I 

identifie d .a phot ogaph. oi: _ _| Hennepin 

County SO I 1 taken 6/16/72 as bei ng in the gr oup around 


the truck. He could, not'be sure where 
not recall any specific ac tivity on I 


was a nd does 
Jpart. 


as walking around 
truck, with what appeared to be a grenade 


identified a photograph of 

to the left side or hxs tr _ 

in his hand. He said this may. have been a smoke bomb and he 


recalled .that th e trigering device was apparently on the top. 
He recalled that I | threw this grenade at a.patrolman 

Kcooned it up and. thrsrw in buck toward the left" rear of 
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9/13/73 


I ~| Truck Driver, Dixon Brothers, 

Incorporated, was contacted at Rapid City, South Dakota, 
and was exhib ited two photographs which were taken by 

of Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 197.3* 


The First, photpgraphd depicted a blue and white 
.semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver's door open and 
numerous individuals- standing on the ground around the 
truck and several individuals standing near or in the 
driver's door. The second photograph depicted a blue and . 
white semi-trailer fuel truck with the driver's’ door open 
and one individual in a brown., checkered coat and tan pants 
standing on the ground near the open door of the truck* 


I [ stated that these photographs were photo¬ 

graphs of the 1957 liack truck and trailer which he was 
driving through Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973. 

I [ further stated the photogr^p hs depicted the'incident 

in which his truck was stopped and several individuals 
attempted to take over his truck. 

I I advised that due to lack of c larity i n 

photograph one, ne could not identify anyone. I 1 

stated that the individual in the brown checkered coat in 
photograph two had gra*obed his hand and tried to pull him 
from the truck toward the end of the incident* 


I I was exhibited photographs of the following 

individuals and was unable to affect any identifications: 


RUSSELL MEANS 


be 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


be 

b7C 


be 

b7C 


Oft 


9/8/73 


Rapid City, South Dakota r . A , . # 


HP 70-6882 
HP 176-139 - 
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FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 


Data-of transcription 


2/18/73 


• I I Trooper , So uth Dakota St ate Highway 

Patrol, Sturgis, South Dakota,| |years of-age, 

who has. been a .trooper for I I provided the following 

information- concerning the disturbance at : Custer, South Dakota 
cn February 6, 1973, 1 involving members of the American Indian 
Movement: __ 

Trooper ^ I was on routine patrol west of Ciister, 


b6 ' 
b7C 


.South Dako.t 


a, .on February 6, 1973, accompanied bv 
J South Dakota Highway. Patrol, Belle Fi 

- _ _1 if ^ i -t j. I 


b6 

b7C 


Fourch e. South 
1 DCI, 


b6 

b7C 


Dakota, when he received a radio call from f 
advising that there was trouble at the Custer Court Housed 

I I arrived behind the Custer Court 

House at approximately 2:00 p.ra., February 6, 1973, and 
observed law enforcement officers we re goin g in the back door 
of the court house wearing helmets. I I took a riot stick, 

from a Deputy Sheriff who was standing .^t the back door and 
entered the Court House at the time officers were removing South 
Dakota Highway Patrol Officet l | in a badly injured condition. 


the 


1 heard 


Upon entering the Court House, TrooperI 
."sounds of battle." i ‘ I went to the front of the Court 
House and observed an- Indian fighting with a law enforcement 
officer. The In dian had a chain and~was about to strike the 
officer., I I struck the Indian with his riot stick and. the 

Indian fell to the floor, appearing to be unconscious. | ; | 

was unable to recognize the law entorcement officer because he 
was wearing a face riot shidd. I I stated he would be able 

to recogrize.a photograph of the Indian he struck with the riot 
stick. ... 

•Mace was then used by the law enforcement officers 
present to clear the court house. All the Indian present exited 
the court house through the front door but M r. BANK S wnnt in the 
doorway to the States Attorney’s Office. As| I approach ed th: 

door BANKS swung a-chair th rough t he door opening, striking 
on the back. The chair hit | | cn the back,! a s P ’ 


-b6 

b7C 


chair coining and turned a \r&y to protect himself. [ 


saw the 
waited 


b6 
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outside the door for a moment and when BANKS did not come out 


entered the room and discovered BANKS had apparently 


crawled out the office window. 


Interviewed on 


SA 

SA 
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At this point, 6 or 7 law enforcement officers went 
out on the front steps of the court house to prevent the 
Indians from entering the building again. The Indians were 
throwing objects at the officers and shouting obsenities at them. 


I I emerged from the crow d at the 

foot of the dups and started tugg ing at South Dakota I I 


b6 

b7C 


__ J Hot Springs, South Dakota. 

She yelled at |_(substantially as follows: "Go Ahead 

you sons of bitches kill me; you've killed my son.” [ 

„ j • i -t >_ i k . i* j_i i t 


tried to calm her down, but two Indian men dragged him down the 
steps into the crowd and began to beat him. 


Patrol, Rapid ^lty, v?ent to| 
then able to escap e, however?! 
I _ 1struck f U 


South Dako ta Highwa y 


^assistance. 


then struck [ 


I could not get away and 
Jwltn a piece of metal pipe 


was 


b6 

b7C 


■T—^ A l A 

I V7ith his riot stick, dazing him 
I to dr op the pipe. The cr owd of Indians 
I revealing tha t I I was cut and 
had lost some of h is offi cial equ ipment. I [was removed 


and causm 
then backe 


away from [ 


from the scene and[ 


] arrested 


I 


I was cut an* 
I was removed 
l charging him 
J then advised I I 

i ■ ■ ■ * 


orally x*ith assault of an officer. _ 

l j of his rights and at this time they were photographed 
by a ’’Rapid City Journal” photographer. 


All the law enforcement officers present then began 
to arrest everyone that was milling around in the street by 
the Court House who were believed responsible for the riot that 
had taken place. At this point the Chamber of Ccrrmsrce 
Building was already burning and the Bulk Plant had been 
torched and then that fire extinguished. 

I l ide ntified several photographs of Indians 

displayed to him by | I at Hot Springs, 

South Dakota, as being present at Custer during the riot on 
February 6, If?73. 


- 40 - 






«-I* 



FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


<>f tro a tc.r Iptiotv m 2/2X/73 


South Dakota State Patrolman, assigne b6 
to Sturgis, South Dakota, turnished the following signed b7c 

statement to I I who 

identified themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, concerning his involvement in the disturbances * 
in Custer, South Dakota on February 6, 1973: 


“2/20/73 


voluntary 


”1 - r 

statement to l 


make the following 


Special Agents of the FBI. 


b6 

b7C 


“-I am a South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, 
serving in that capacity since l J Cn 

February 6, 1973, I was on Highway 16 wes t ot Custer, 

South Dakota, with I _ I At approximately 

1:30 p.m., we were directed by radio to respond to,.the 
Custer County Court House. We pulled in behind the 
Court House, where I put on my helme t, and proceed ed 
into the Court House. As I entered, I I was 

coming out of the building, and was bleeding profusely ' 
from the head. I then grabbed a riot club from one of 
the deputy sheriff’s, and went to the assistance of my 
fellow officers who vrere being assa ulted.' While in 
front o f the Court House I observed I 
assault I 


] 


I I grappling with 
addition, I observed! 


with Highway Patrol Officers, a nd [ 
DENNIS J. BANKS, and 
of the hallway. 


a state trooper. 
Ifjghting 


In 


also in the immediate area, 


“After we were able to clear the Court House, 

I did observe several Indians stop a gasoline tank, at 
the intersection at the southwest corner lof the court 
house. They we re attempting to remove the driver of the 
truck. Trooper I I fired tear gas round under the 

truck and it dispersed the Indians. I cannot identify any 
of the Indians who stopped the truck. 
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"I have read the above statement consisting of 
this and one additional page, and sign it because it is 
true and correct. 
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Oat* oI t/awieftetittft . 8/3Q/73 


'Patrolman* 'S outh Dakota Highw ay b6 
Patrol. Rapid City. South D akota, address I ~1 b7c 

I l was interviewed and advised 

that on February 6, 1973, he was on duty in Custer, South 
Dakota, during the civil disorder* 

I I advised that after the Court House was set b6 

on fire, he ana seVdral other patr olmen w ere stationed on b7c 
the west side of the Court House. I I stated he observed . 
a semi-trailer tank truck being stopped by several Indian. 
males at the intersection on the Main Street, southwest of 
the Court House. He stated he then observed an Indian male 
in a blue park a on th e running board on the driver's side 
of the truck. | | stated the driv er's do or was open but 

he did not see who opened the door. I advised the 

•Indian male on the running board appeared to be straggling 
with the driver. He stated at one time during this 
struggling he thought he observed an Indian in the driver's 
, seat. 

| | advised at this point Patrolman I I fired b6 

a tear gas projectile underneath the truck and the Indians b7c 
got away from the truck. 

I | stated that during the incident, he did not b6 

know the identity of the Indian male in the blue parka who b ? c 
was on the running board of the truck. He advised that 
subsequent to the incident/ he has had occasion to have 
personal contac t and observe photographs of this Indian 
male and I I stated the Indian male* who was on the running 

board on the truck on February 6, 1973, at Custer, South Dakota, 
is an individual he nov? knows as DSNNIS BANKS. 
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OqI* Q>i J 


On February 15, 1974, Patr61man|_[observed 

a group of six pho tographs and identified;one of the photographs as 
I I He initialed and dated the five photographs in 

the group which he could not identif y and signed his si gnature and 
dated the back of the photograph of | He furnished 

the following 'information concerning | 1 


He observed|at Co ster during the confron¬ 
tation on February 6, 1^7-3. and believ es that I [ was holding 

a stick of some kind. He advised that | | was in the .forefront 

of the action ail of the time and specifically remetabers that he was 
stariding near the Custer Courthouse at the time that a Model .870 
Remington shotgun was taken from a Custer County Sheriff's Car at which 
time the American Indian Movement partic ipators formed a sc rimmage line 

in front of the Law Enforcement Office. _was in the 

above line, very close to the Indian who was holding the’shotgun. 
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February 20, 


1973 


On February* 20, 1973, Patrolman 


] 


South Dakota Highway Patrol, was interviewed at Highway 
Patrol Headquarters at Rapid City, South Dakota, and provided 
the following information: 


Isaid he is | l yea rs of age a nd has been on 
l a, period of I I having been 


the Highwav ~Pafrol for „ r --- -« - 

assigned in |_| Prior to this date, he was employed as a 

police officer on the Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Police 
Department. 

On February 6, 1973,’while on duty at the Custer, 
South Dakota, Court House, hi's unit 'Was called temporarily 
away from the courthouse on 1 a disturb ance call at the Gambles 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


Clothing Store. According; to[ 


he and eight other 


highway patrolmen left the area or the courthouse and proceeded 
to go to the Gambles Store, which call turned out to have been 
a hoax as no looting was taking place. He returned to the 
area of the courthouse at which time an altercation between 
nolice officers and Indians had already taken place. According 
to l I he and the other men with him we.nt in the back door 

of the courthouse and proceeded to force the remaining Indians 
out of the courthouse itself. 


b6 

b7C 


[ 


Hadvised that he was .not personally assaulted 


and that he did not actually witness any assaults on highway 
patrol offic ers in that he and another officer, Patrolmah 
I [ were in the process of taking an*Indian out of the 

courthouse to the rear. 


b6 

b7C 


__further stated that he thought this Indian 

to be one liUSSFLL MEANS, Pennington County Sheriff's Office 
number 11048, who might be the individual that he and Officer 
I picked up from the courthouse and. removed to the rear. 


.Officer[ |could not make a positive identification 

of MEANS but advised that a c ivilian who was present during the 
altercation told him, mea nin gl I later that he, meaning 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


the .civilian, saw [ 

^ i . . i j *_ _^ _ 


]and Officer 


and take him out of the courthouse into the rear. 


] pick up RUSSELL MEANS 


b»«rvu«.d ™ February 20, 197 , 3 Rapid Qity, South Dakota ^ MP 176- 

•* * iK * 
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I I further advised that he wished to make known bi 

that he and several other Highway Patrol Officers were b ' 

witnesses to the following incident. 

A gasoline tank tr^ick,. he thought to, be Dixon 
Brothers, blue and white in color, was stopped by a group 
of Indians who attempted to assault the driv er, take over 
the vehicle and open the gas .tanks. I I fur.ther stated b | 

that he noticed other Indians milling around the truck but__ b ' 

they were dispersed by a Highway Patrol Officer named|_ 

who fired a tear gas projectile in their direction. He said 
he could identify the individual wo attempted to assault the 
driver as one DENNIS J, BANKS, Minn eapolis. Minnesota, 

Police Department number 47315, and | [ stated he was 

positive of the identification of BANKS in that he had noticed 
BANKS walk ing up a nd down pri or to the incide nt wearing conspicuous 
clothing. I I stated that I I could positively 

identify the indlvicdai itV tti4 Crbck. 

In conclusion, I I stated he could not identify bi 

any of the individuals in the photographs in that he was not b- 

at the courthouse proper during the confrontation. 
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2/20/73 


I I South Dakota Highway Patrolman, 

furnished the follov/ing statement regarding his involvement 
in the disturbance at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 
1973: 

"February 20, 1973 

"E. I I make the fol lowing 

voluntary stateme nt to |and 

I I who have identified’ themselves 

to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. I am a South Dakota State Highway 
Patro lman, stationed at Kapid City, Sbuth Dakota, 1 
since | 1 

"On February 6, 1973, I was .about five 
miles west o f Custer, Sou th Dakota, on Highway 16 
with Trooper I ~| At approximately 1:30 

p.n. we were directed by radio to proceed to the 
Custer County Court House. Me were the second 
t to arrive on the scene, and we parked in 
k of the court house, went inside, and upstairs, 
rcwd had gathered, but at this point had not 
enpted to enter the building. Several minutes 
er, I looked out back and observed several 
e Highway Patrol vehicles, so we went down 
irs where the Captain followed us up and we 
entered the lobby of the court house. As 

■ entered, I heard glass breaking, and observed 
Indians begin to assault the highway patrol- 
on the front line. With all of the confusion, 

I am unable to identify any of the Indians involved 
in the fighting in the court house. 

"After the court house was. cleared, T 
observed DEEJNIS' BAKXS stop a gasoline tanker 
truck in the intersection .just southwest of the 
court house. He got up on the running board of 
the truck and appeared to be talking to the driver. 

The driver started to get out of the truck, and 
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Trooper |__[fired, a tear gas round under the 

truck, which dispursed.several Indians. Sorce 
of then renained around the, truck, so several 
shots were fired in the air by troopers, which 
dispursed the rest of the Indians. 


"Although I did not see any of then 
strike anv blows. I did observe RUS SELL MEANS, 

~L in the ’area of 

the court house during the altercation. 


"I have read the above statement 
consisting of this,and one additional page and 


signed it because it is true and correct. 


”/s/ 


20 , 197 : 


February 


"Witnessed: 


Special Agent, 


FBI, Minneapolis, February 20, 1973. 


'Witnessed: 


_1 FBI, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, February 20, 1973." 
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On February 14, 1974, | 1 Patrol-gian, 

South Dakota Highway Patrol, observed a group of s ix photographs 
and identified a photograph of ] | as having been 

at Custer, South Dak ota, durin g the confr ontation whi ch occurred 
on February 6 , 1973. I l advised that ! I was in the 

American Indian Movement crowd running around before the initial 
confrontation and .specifically rem embers see ing hira in Judy's 
Restaurant with two other Indians. | ladvised that he is not 

m- — 


sure 


]was amed or not. 


| 1 initialed the back of the five photographs which 

he could not identify and signed his signature to the back of the 
photograph of | | 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dole of IfonKripHoiv^ 


February 9, 1 973 


I Patrolman, South Dakota Highway Patrol, 
Rapid City, South Dakota, upon interview advised the following 
information: 

On February 6, 1973, he was assigned to the interior 
of the Custer County Court House, located in Custer, South 
Dakota, to assure that no harm would come to the South Dakota 
State's attorneys who were in an office and about to meet with 
representatives of the American Indian Move ment w ho had 
gathered outside the court house building, I [ advised that 
approximately four members of the American Indian Movement 
were allowed inside the door of the court house and went into 
the office where the state's attorney had set up an office to 
have a conference with the American Indian Movement leaders, 

~ said that the next thing he knew, the front door of the 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


court house was forced open by the group of Indians who were 
on the outside of the building and some Indian, whom he described 
as being in dark-colored pants and matching jacket wearing 
long braids and a feather and having a buckskin jacket on, 
said, "Get them." I j stated then the crowd came inside the 
court house, knocked him down, and wh en he tried to get up 
he was hit with a night stick. I | stated that the night 
stick is similar to those issued to the highway patrolmen and 
he felt the night, stick had been taken away from one of hi s 
fellow patrolmen on the outside of the court, house. I I 
advised that someone swung at him with a heavy weapon which 
dented his protective helmet and then while he was down, he 
was kicked and stomped receiving bruises about his body. 


[ 


_^advised that BANKS, during the demonstration, 

stopped a large gasoline £uel tanker belonging to RUAtT s 
and t ried to pull the driver out of the cab of the tractor. 

|advised that patrolmen from the South Dakota Bighway 
ratrol came to the aid and got the tanker out of Custer, 

South Dakota. He advised this incident occurred appro ximate ly 
one block from the front entrance of the court house. | | 

advised that this tanker came from New Castle, Wyoming, and 
as a result of this, they ordered all other tankers to remain 
in New Castle until after the demonstration was over. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Ogle of 


2/24/73 


| | S tate H ighway Patrolman assigned to the Rapid 

City area since| furnished the following signed statement 

regarding his involvement in the disturbance at Custer, South 
Dakota, on February 6, 1973: 


"February 21, 1973 
Rapid City, S. Dakota 

"I, I Patrolman for the South 

Dakota Highway Patrol, hav e been provided a 
group of 60 photographs by I ~~l and 

| who have identified themselves to 
me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Inves tigation, I have been a Patrolman since 
| | assigned to the Rapid City, South Dakota 

area. 


• "From the photos shown to me I can provide 
the following information regarding incidents that 
occurred at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6. 

1973, Pennington County Sheriff's Office (PCSO) 
photograph number 11048 of RUSSELL C. MEANS who 
I saw come out of the States Attorneys Office in 
the Custer County Courthouse (CCCH) just before 
the melee broke out and he went to the front door 
of the CCCH and he told the .Indians in front of 
the CCCH "Everybody in." He then came back inside 
the court house swingin g with the rest of the In dians. 
PCSO photograph number ! 1 who 

I noticed in the crowd of Indians at the CCCH who 
was involved in the general beating and de struct ion 
I can recall no specific incident in which| 
was involved. Minneapolis, Minnesota Police Depart- 
ment photograph number 47315 of DENNIS J. BANKS 
who I saw inside the States Attorneys Office at the 
CCCH just before the melee broke out and I again 
saw him in front of the CCCH attempting to drag 
the driver of a Ruan Transport gasoline truck out 
of the cab after a group of Indians had stopped the 
truck. 
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P55PPIN, Sheriff-, Custer County , South Dakota,, 
during interview -ofSeptember' S, 1973 \ ideitti' if ied.' DENNIS BANKS 
as beiDg :pn" tbfr.running board'of t-he^ truck. This interview is' 
reported earlier in- this, report Under -t^© heading ’'persons. 
Identifying.BANKS as ,Acting in leadership Capacity During : Biot 
.at- Custer, . South Dakota". .. ... . 
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I I South Dakota State Highway 

Patrolman. ! I District 5, Rapid Ci ty, South Dakota, 

fur nished the following si gned statement to | | 

and I l who identified themselves as Special 

Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning his 
involvement in the disturbances at Custer, South Dakota, on 
February 6, 1973. 

"2/20/73 

"I, I I make the following 

vo luntary statement—E£l l and 

Agents of the FBI.” 

p 

"I am a South Dakota State H ighway 
Patrol man serving in that capacity for | | 


"On February 6, 1973 I was to the Custer 
S. D. area as a support unit for the local law 
enforcement officers because of rumors of impending 
trouble with AIM. I Was accompanied by | I 

Trooper, and we arrived in Custer about 1:30 am 
on February 6, 1973. I stayed at U. S. 385 
South of Custer until approximately 1:30 pm on 
February 6, 1973 when we were called by racfio to - 
the Custer County Court House. 


"Upon arriving at the Court House I 
proceeded to enter the rear entrance of the Court 
House. At that time there was a group of Indians 
entering from the front. I proceeded to the 
lobby area and attempted to move the people 
back out of the court house. Several fights broke 
out. Indians were wielding chairs, pipes, sticks 
and other items. One Indian was using a chain. 
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Custer County Sheriff^ Office. 

"I also observed RUSSELL MEANS 
involved in the fighting inside the Court House. 

"At about the time the confrontation had been 
in progress for several minutes some gas and mace was dipersed 
the crowd was forced back out of the court house and into 
the Street. 

. "I then left through the rear exit and 

returned to my car. At that time a picked up my riot 
gun which was loaded number 9 shot and went to the 
West side of the court House where I observed the 
firetrucks moving in an attempt to put out the fire 
in the court House. I saw several unknown individuals 
throw gas bombs at the firetrucks which did not 
explode. I also saw numerous unknown individuals 
filling gas containers at the Texaco Gas Station at 
the Southwest corner of the intersection. 

"I then saw a fuel tanker semi-trailer 
truck stopped in the intersection southwest of the ' 

court House. Several unknown individuals were climbing 
on the tanker and were trying to remove the driver. 

At that point one of our officers fired at 37 mm gas 
projectile which exploded directly under the truck and 
several of the individuals wort dispersed. There 
were several individuals on the cab so I fired three 
rounds into the air and thfc remainder jumped off the 
tanker and headed in a southerly direction. At 
that time a saw one indian male running carrying a 
large type firearm, rifle or shotgun, possibly taken from one 
of the Sheriffs cars. 

"I have viewed approximately 50 photographs 
at which time I positively have identified RUSSELL MEANS 
as taking part in the fighting insid e the Court House. 

I have also identified! 1 Pennington Co unty b€ 

Sherif f’s Office number T" \ hl 

I male. Pennington County Sheriffs Office number 
l as being present at the Court House in Custer 
‘Scur*. ' ’ '-jruary ✓ , 1973. 
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tr-'i 


"I have read the above signed' statement 
consisting of four pages and they are true and correct. 


"/s/ 


Witnesses: 


■ "/s/ 


Special Agent, FBI, M|is, Minn 2/20/73 


<r or 
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8/30/73 


I I South Dakota Highway 

Patrol, Rapid City, South Dakota, was interviewed and 
advised that on February 6; 1973, he was in Custer, South 
Dakota, supporting local law enforcement officers during 
the civil disorder. 

I ~l advised that after the Indians had 

broken into the Court House and after the fire had been 
started -in the Court House, he and several of his patrolmen 
were stat ioned on the west side of the Court House. 

[stated he observed asemi-trailer tank truck 
coming clo wn the Main Street in Custer heading east. 

[stated the truck was stopped at the intersection 
southwest of the Court House by a group of Indians. 

] advised about two or three Indians were involved 
in stopping the truck while a larger group of Indians stood 
to the side. 

I _ ~~[ stated that he observed an individual 

on the driver's side running board of the truc k who he s tated 
he could positively identify, as DENNIS BANKS. 
stated the'cab door on the driver's side was open and it 
appeared as if BANKS was attempting to remove the driver 
from the truck. 


_ I _I stated he then instructed Troon er f 

to fire a tear gas projectile underneath the tank 
truck. He stated ! - I fired the tear gas and the pro¬ 

jectile _slid_dDizn tH^street underneath the cab of the 
track. l advised as the tear gas went up around 

the trucks the Indians began to exit the area. | | 

stated that he then fired several shots into the air ana he 
ana his men began advancing toward the truck. 

| I stated all the Indians then began moving 

south and he motioned for the truck to start moving. 

Ke stated the truck exited Custer heading east on "Main 
Street. 

I I stated he did not see anyone on the trailer 

nor could he identify anyone involved in the incident other 

-A-l- 4 ..... ■■ !, ■■ ■ ■■ ■ .. i mm . ■ , 
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8/2/73 


I I South Dakota Highway 

Patrol, assigned Rapid City, South Dakota, subsequent to the 
identification of this interviewing Agent, furnished the follow' 
ing information: .. • . 


|_| advised that he was personally present at the 

(Xister County Co urt House during the occupation on February 6, 

1973. I ~l advised t hat he personall y assisted Patrolman 

I l and Patrolman I \ both of the South 

Dakota Hi ghway Patrol, with the arrest o f RUSSELL MEANS. 

I ~~h?ent on to say that he was with I_ l and 

observed I 1 physically place .RUSSELL MEANS in custody on 

the main floor inside th e Custer County Court House, Custer, 

South Dakota. I I s tated as l I were attempting 

to restrain ME ANS I I ask ed him p ersonally for a pair of hand- 

cuffs to which I l eave I I his personal handcuffs. 

ladvisedl I placed the handcuffs on RUSSELL MEANS and 

both l [ physically removed MEANS via the rear door 

of the Court House to the designated custody area. 


I ~1 advised that he has observed several photo- b6 

graphs from the news media of RUSSELL MEANS prior to t he occupat iob7c 
of the Custer County Court House on February 6, 1973. I I 

advised that he could identify RUSSELL MEANS* photograph at a 
later date if necessary and in addition, stated he could identify 
a photograph of RUSSELL MEANS if displayed to him. A ph otograph 
of RUSSELL MEANS was subsequently displayed to l I to which 

he identified as RUS SELL MEANS the same individual as taken into 
custody by Patrolmen l l at the Custer County 

Court House, (Xister, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973. 


\ 

\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Ool» ol *ronscf?,fioiV 


2/15/73 


Special Agent I l and Agent I 1 

~~1 South Dakota Division of Criminal Investigation, 
took 10/photographs' of the confrontation involving 
approximately 200 members of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6 and 7, 1973. 

The photographs were taken between the hours of 9 a.m. and 
6 D.m. on February 6, 1973, and during the morning hours of 
February 7, 1973. The vantage point for the photographs 
depicting the arrival of the Indians in Custer and of the 
actual fighting in the courthouse and in front of the 
courthouse was the right front window on the second floor 
of the Custer County Court House. The vantage points for 
the photographs depicting the burning of the Chamber of 
Commerce-building and of the damage to other buildings 
caused by the rioting were in the vicinity of the courthouse. 
The photos depicting the damage caused by the rioting were 
taken at approximately 10 a.m. February 7, 1973, by Agent 


„ Special Agent I I used a Top Con 35 millimeter 
reflex camera using a small tele photo l ense. Th e exposed 
film taken by both Snocial Ap-^ntf land Agent I _Z HI 

was turned over to|_| South Dakota Division 

of Criminal Investigation, for developing on February 7, 
1973. 


Of the 107 photos taken, 27 photos have been 
selected as those depicting the events of the confrontation 
in the most detailed manner* These 27 photos follow in 
sequential order. The first photo was taken at approximately 
1:45 p«ra., February 6, 1973. Photos 1 through 6 depict 
the arrival of the Indians at the Custer County Court 
House. Photo number 7 depicts RUSSELL MEANS motioning 
towards the courthouse moments before a fight broke out in 
the courthouse hall. This took place at approximately 
2:10 p.m. Photos 8 and 9 depict Indians forming for the 
second time on the courthouse steps immediately after 
MEANS motioned them there in order to storm through the 
front door of the courthouse. Photojnumber 10 depicts 
the scene in the courthouse hall just after the initial 
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fight in the hall. Photos 11 through 14 depict the fight 
between Indians and members.of the South Dakota Highway 
Patrol. This took place at approximately 2:25 p.ra. Photos 
15 and 16 depict the scene on the courthouse steps moments 
after the fight between the patrolmen and the Indians at 
approximately 2:30 p.m. Photo 17 depicts the Chamber of 
Commerce building burning at approximately 2:50 p.m. The 
remaining photos were taken the morning of February 7, 

1973. Photos 18 through 20 depict the courthouse that 
next morning. Photo 21 depicts a can of charcoal lighter 
fluid the contents of which were used to fuel the fire 
in the courthouse. Photo 22 depicts the burned Chamber 
of Commerce building. Photos 23 through 25 depict the 
Texaco Station which was partially damaged. Photos 26 
and 27 depict the Custer County Sheriff vehicles, which 
were severely damage d. Photos 1 through 9 were taken by 
Sp ecial AgentI J and photos 10 through 27 were taken 
by 


- 58 - 











ISP 176-139 
RFC:sks 
( 1 ) ' 


O^X 


The following inves tigation was conducted by 
Special Agent l l at Rapid City, South Dakota, 

on August 22 , 1973: 

A review was conducted of the FBI files at Rapid 
City, South Dakota, and it was determined that photographs 
of the incident at Custer. South D akota, on February 6, 
1973. were take n by | | Special Agent, F3I, and 

1 Agent, South Dakota Division of Criminal 
Investigation,. Vi err e, South Dakota. These photographs 
were examined and it was determined that there were no 
photographs taken of the attempt to stop the fuel truck. 
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''8/30/73 


| ' |Custer, South 

Dakota, was contacted and I l acivised that on February 

6, 1973, during the civil disorder at Custer, South Dakota, 

she was taking photographs of the incident. 

- 1 % 

I ~~l exhibited numerous prints of the incident 

and it was noted that two of the prints depic ted a blue and 
white semi-trailer truck with the door open. | | 

stated she took these two photographs sometime during the 
. incident on the main street of Custer. She stated the Court’ 
House was already burning when she took the photographs of 
the truck, 

I | stated,she observed several individuals 

stop the truck on the main street. She advised at first 
she thought the truck might ru n over the individuals who 
were standing in front of it. | ~| stated after the 

truck was stopped, she thought it might be set on fire and 
that is why she started photographing the incident. 

I I advised she could not identify anyone 

in the two photographs of the truck. She advised she could 
not specifically recall which of the two photographs was 
taken first. The negatives were examined*and it was noted 
that the negative depicting the truck with numerous 
individuals around it and an individual wearing a blue coat 
in the door of the truck was numbered 7-7A and the negative 
depicting the truck with one individual in a brown checkered 
coat standing on the ground near the open door of the 
truck was numbered 8-8A. 

t * 

I ~l fumished 27 negatives of the photo¬ 

graphs which she took on February 6, 1973. 
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The photographs referred to by I 
are shown on the following page. ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, 
Custer County, in interview of September 8, 1973, 

(page 16-A, supra) identified BANES as a person shown 
in photograph # 1. This is the top photograph on the 
following page. 























WITNESSES OBSERVING.COLLECTION 
■f'‘.'W'CtfSOLXlB' AND TOE STOPPING 
OF THS. TRUCK. . 

V , * 

WITNESSES DO NOT IDENTIFY 
* • PARTICIPANTS 
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Dot# t/OrtiC'TptToA*. 


9/12/73 


I I Special Agent, Federal Bureau 

of Investigation, Rapid City, South Dakota, advised that 
on February 6, 1973, h e was at t he civil disorder in 
Custer, j South Dakota. I I advised that two caravans 

of Indians left Rapid City en route to Custer, So uth Dakota. 
at approximately 11:00 a.m. on February 6, 1973. I I 

stated he did not have any information as to the number 
of individuals involved in the caravans. 

| further advised that during the afternoon 

of February b, 19/3, after the Court House had been 
abandoned and was burning, he was sitting in his car on 
Main Street in Custer, west of the Court House. I 
advised that he observed the semi-trailer tank truck being 
stopped on Mai n Street, three-fourths of a block east of 
his position. I I stated the truck came in from the 

west and was stopped by several individnaLs_Ln_J:he inter¬ 
section southwest of the Court House. I_ Istated he 

could not identify anyone involved in the incident. 

I I stated that shortly after the truck was 

stopped, he observed a male’ climb up the ladder on the back 
of the truck. He state d this was the only individual he 
observed on the truck. I I stated some tear gas was 

then fired under the truck and everyone fled the area. 

He stated the truck then drove out of Custer going in an 
easterly direction. 
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1 * FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Del* of tr6AiC<l9*tOA, 


2/2X/73 


Patrolnan l I South Dakota Highway Patrol, ;;* b6 I 

was interviewed at Patrol Headquarters, Rapid City, South Dakota, ’■ ; b7c 
and furnished the following information: , , 

1 * ,, j, p i ' 

He is I | years of ag e having been assigned to the • it* ' 

for 


Highway Patrol for a period of | | ; f ’ 

On February 6, 1973, he was assigned to a patrol car,. * 
with Officer I 1 the patrol consisting of the territory 

between Custer and Crazy Horse, South Dakota. After returning / 
to the unit from lunch, he received a radio report that an 
Indian caravan of ;18 automobiles was proceedi ng from R apid City 
in the direction of Hill City, South Dakota. [ [advised 

that a local patrol unit from the Ra pid City area was following 
the car avan at the time. Patrolman f | advised he and 

_ moved their patrol unit from the side of the road and 

proceeded to take lic ense numb ers from the cars in the caravan 
as they passed them. I ~l then advised they followed the 

caravan as it proceeded towards Hill City. Outside Hill City 
the Indians set a covered wagon on fire in the middle of the 
highway and proc eeded to roll it down the hill. He stated at 
this time he and I I using the public address system on 

their patrol unit advised the Indians to move on, which they 
did and at that time he and Patrolnan l I moved the wagon 

from the road. He stated they then contacted Rapid City by 
radio, advised them of the situation, and requested instructions. 

I said at this time they were advised not to 
go into Custer but to maintain their status outside Hill City. 

A short time later, they received radio instructions to move 
into Custer which they did and upon arriving there, noted bands 
of Indians moving about the street. They proceeded to the back 
of the court house and were joined by other members of the 
Highway Patrol, at which time they received instructions to 
move to the Gamble Store located a short distance down the 
street of the court house, which according to their instructions.,, 
was in the process of being looted. They then went to the 
iamble Store and found the situation to be a hoax and re turned 
o the court house to find an altercation in progress. I 
dvised that he and other patrolmen were advised by their 
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superiors to enter the court house through the rear door to 
ass ist the pa trolnon who were in the court house at that time. 
He , 1 I said he was posted approximately in the middle * 

of the troop of highway patrolmen who entered at the rear of 
the co urt house and be!ore he had left, at the door a I 
I I came reeling back through the door bleeding profusely. 

He then entered the building, moved through the corridor to 
the front door, and began to assist two other highway patrol- 

men who were atte mpting to remove a __tfrom 

the front steps. I l was s een bvl f to 

strike one of the officers by the name of 1 L While 

attempting to assist other officers, he was hit with tear 
gas and a huge chunk of rock struck his front face plate. 

"[ advised he could not identify any of his attackers 
due to the confusion. He then further advised he moved back 
through the court house to the rear of the building and outside 
at which time he saw a number of Indians at a Texaco Station 
located diagonally across the street of the court house 
attempting to get gasoline from the pumps. 


| ~] at this time was shown copies of photographs 

of Indians who have been arrested In the Rapid City area but 
could not identify any of them as his attackers. 
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FEDERAL BUXEAO OF INVESTIGATION 



| Patrolman, South Dakota'-Highway Patrol, 
advised that on the afternoon of February 6, 1974, he stopped a 
1974 white vinyl over blue Chevrolet on South Dakota Highway 
Route 44 approximately one and one half miles west of the Rapid 
City Regional Airport. There were no license plates displayed on 
the vehicle, but he determined that paper duplicate-tags numbered 
2-43548 had been issued to the vehicle and they were in the car. 


_The driver of the vehicle Identified herself as [ I 

___| and gave a date 

'of birth as I I disnlaved a lease agreement to 

1 showing that t he car was owned by Rapid Chevrolet lea sing 


and had been leased tc 


Also, in the car were 


an unknown white female, and an unknown Indian female. 


sing 
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FEDERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dot* of •romcftpti.A. 


8/2/73 


I Patrolman,South Dakota Highway Patrol, 
Rapid City, soutft Dakota, subsequent to identification of this 
interviewing Agent, furnished the following information: 


I advised that he was present at Cdster, South 
Dakota, at tne Custer County Court House on February 6', 1973. 

i advised that he was personally maintaining a position 
_ ing an official South Dakota Highway Patrol equipment truck 
to the rear of the CXister County Court House, Nhile sta nding 
guard a t his position he observed Highway Patrol Officer f 
I I physically assisting RUSSELL MEANS from the rear door to 

the Cbster County Court House. 

I I ad vised th at he could not recall l~ 1 partner ‘ 

who m s assisting I I with the removal of RUSSELL MEANS. 

I adv ised that he observed MEANS to be handcuffed and observed 
l \to place MEANS at an assembly area de signat ed for people 

removed from the Custer County Court House. I I advised that 
this area was designated for the pickup point and removal of these 
individuals to a place for incarceration. 

I I advised that it vzas his opinion, due to Highway 
Patrol procedure and his experience, that RUSS ELL MEAN S had been 
placed under arrest and in custody by Officer I l and his 

partners. 

| |advised that he could identify RUSSELL MEANS at * 

a later date due to the fact that he personally has seen him in 
person at the Custer C ounty Court House and has seen numerous 
photographs of MEANS. I l advised that he could identify 
photographs of RUSSELL MEANS i f disp layed to him. A photograph 
was subsequently identified by I l of RUSSELL MEANS. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I I Patrolman l ~l South Dakota Highway 

Patrol, (SDHP), made available the following information: 

I | has been employed by the SDHP since l I and 

has been ass igned t o the Rapid Cit y. South Da kota area since 
Iwas bon! [ ' resides at I 

l and has Social Security Account 

Number! 


| I advised that he was on duty February 6 , 1973 
at the Custer County Court House (CCCH) and was charged 
with the responsibility of insuring the security of several 
South Dakota Highway Patrol units a s well as other equipment 
contained in a SDHP station wagon. | j advised that he 
arrived at the CCCH at approximately I :36 P.M. and positioned 
himself at th e rear of the Court House. Shortly after parking 
his car l \ stated he observed RUSSELL C. MEANS being remove< 
from the rear of the Custer County Court. House. | \ stated 

he did not 'actually observe any of MEANS' activity nor did he 
observe MEANS being placed under arrest. 


From his position behind the CCCH, I observed 

six or seven Indians at the Texaco Service Station across 
from the Court House. These Indians appeared to be attempting 
to break in this service station but were unsuccessful. 

This same group of Indians then moved in the direction of 
the bulk gasoline storage tanks but the SDHP officers prevented 
the Indians from reaching this area. 

At this .approximate time, smoke appeared in the CCCH 
and the SDHP officers left the CCCH by* the rear door. | 
assumes this smoke was actually tear gas. 

[ also observed several individuals who had been 
arrested by other officers and were held near his position. 


Rapid City 
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I was exhibited 60 photographs from which he identified 
the following individuals whom he observed at Custer on 
February 6, 1973. 


"Rapid City, S.D. 
2/21/73 


"I, Patrolman for 

the South Dakota Highway Patrol. have been 
provided a group of 60 photographs by I 

[who have identified 

themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Inv estigation. I have been a patrolman since 


"I can provide the following 
information regarding photographs of individuals 
shown to me: Pennington County Sheriff*s Office 
(PCSO) photograph number 11048 is a photo of 
Russell C. Means and I observed his being taken 
from the Custer County Court House (CCCH)by law 
enforcement officers, but did not actuall y observe 
his arre st; PCSO photograph number T I is a 

photo of I * I who was arrested and 

held near the Sout h Dakota souad vehicles: PCSO 
pho tograph numbers I 

and I I whom I believe were 

arrested and held near the S. Dakota squads; an d 

PCSO photograph number [ . | 

who i recognize as'one ot the individuals arrest 
at the time of the disturbance at Custer, South - 
Dakota. 

”1 have read this statement, consisting 
of this and one other page and it is a correct 
and true statement. 


"Witness: 


’Vs/ I 

1 SA. FBI, Rapid City, S*D. 2/21/73 

I. SA, FBI, Rapid City, S.D., 2/21/73 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote of Iron section. 


February 14, 1973 


l Special Agent, Division 
of Criminal Investigation, Sturgis, South Dakota, 
upon interview, furnished the following information: 

On February 6, 1973, he was in the Custer 
County Court House, Custer, South Dakota, i n the 
office which | | for 

Custer County, had set up as a meeting place to 
meet with the leaders of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) which had gat hered ou tside of the Custer 
County Court House. 1 1 stated that the purpose 

of his presence there was to assure that no harm 
would come to the States Attorney. 


| l advised that at about 1:45 on 

February 6, 1973, about 150 Indians composed of 
men, women, and children of the Indian race had 
gathered in front of the Custer County Court House, 
Custer, South Dakota. 


advised that RUSSELL MEANS and DENNIS 
BANKS, leaders of the AIM, entered the inside of the 
Custer Count y Court House a nd went into the office 
to meet with | [ continu ed that when MEANS 

and BANKS confronted ! I they immediately 

began an argument with concerning the stabbing 

death of WESLE Y BAD HEART BULL who was stabbed by 
|o£ Custer. During this argument, 
according to | | MEANS left the office and went 

out- into the hallway and shortly after he entered 
the hallway, he heard a commotion out in the hallway 
and | I another Special Agent of the 

Divisi on of Criminal Investigation, call for help. ‘ 

| stated that as he en tered the hallway, he _- 

observed Highway Patrolman I I 

linvolved in a 


**n***iew«<£ 0 /._ 
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scuffling situation with the Indian group which 



continued that at about this tine he was hit in the 
ribs and Knocked to the floor and Kicked several 
times about the body. 


| at this point, advised that additional 
law enforcement officers came into the Court House 
from the back door and these officers were successful 
in clearing the Indians out of the Custer County Court 
House and back on to the st reet in front of the Custer 
County Court House. I I continued that at this 

point the Indians went across the street and set fire 
to the Chamber of Commerce Building located directly 
across the street from the Custer County Court House. 

| stated that he also observed that two of the 
Custer County Sheriff's Office patrol cars were 
heavily damaged and an attempt had been made to set 
fire to them by attempting to ignite the ga soline 
filling spout of these automobiles. I I said he 

observed that the Indian group had gathered over by 
the burning building of the Chamber of Commerce and 
that this group then went across the street to a 
Texaco station and obtained gas in a 25-gallon barrel* 
He stated that two young Indian males took the barrel, 
carried it back to the Custer County Court House, 
and poured the gas onto the first floor of the court 
house building. He said that these two men then took 
road-type flares and threw the flares into the gasoline, 
igniting the gasoline in the court house. 


stated he also observed a young Indian 


male holding a sawed-off shotgun at the Highway Patrol 
officer s who w ere trying to subdue -the activities of the 
crowd. I I contmued that the group that had gone over 


! 
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to the Texaco station broke the window out of the 
station and looted merchandise from the station 
and th en set fire to the interior of the station® 

_ continued that at this point another torch 

was thrown into the Custer County Court House and 
a fire started in another portion of the hallway* 

_ continued that as the fire built in its 

intensity, a group went down about a half a block 
south of the Custer County Court House and started 
the fire in the building housing the offices of 
the Standard Oil Bulk Plant* 


| advised that as he observed the 
burning of the Custer Chamber of Commerce building 
an Indian girl tried to walk into the fire on two 
different occasions and both times was brought out 
by law enforcement officers* 

I stated that after the firds had been 
ignited, the group then seemed to get together about 
a block west of the Custer County Court House, get 
into their automobiles, and then drove west and 
south out of the city of Custer* 

| . , | stated that many of the Indian people 

who participated in the demonstration had pop bottles 
with lighted wicks and were throwing them at the 
CustesTCounty Court House and also at the fire engines 
which responded to put out the fire* 


_| advised that when the Indian group 

broke into the front door of the Custer County Court 
House, MEANS went out the south exit of the office 
where the mee ting with the States Attorney was being 
held* | I stated that as he looked into the room 

he observed .BANKS tearing out the window by swinging 
a long club similar to a night sti ck* According to 

I it was at this ti me that the I ~ 

[ came out of the room and it 
appeared that he had been cut over the eye® 
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I I advised that all television cameras 

' and photographic equipment which had been set up in 
the hallway were falling to the floor during the 
scuffle of the In dian element and the law enforcement 
officers. | | advised that he specifically recalls 

BANKS crawling out of a window followed by two or 
three Indians and that after getting out of the window, 
they joined the group in front of the court house 
who at that time were demonstrating by throwing 
firebombs, rochs, and any object at windows, breaking 
the windows of the county court house. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Oo?* 0$ trOfMCripfiOA.. 


8/30/73 


a Criminal Investigator for the South Dakota Attorney 
Generalfs Office, was interviewed at Custer, South Dakota, 
and furnished the following information: 


I I I stated he was in Custer, Sout h Dakota , on 

February 6, 1973, during the civil disorder. I I stated 

that at approximately 2:30 p.m. on February 6, 1973, he was 
positioned on the east side of the County Court House in 
Custer. He stated he observed two young Indian males 
carrying a 25-gallon barrel from the direction of the 
Texaco Service Station across the street from the Court 
House. I _ | stated that due to the way the individuals 
were carrying the barrel, it appeared to be approximately 
half full of some type of liquid. 

I | stated the two individuals proceeded up the 

steps of the Court House with the barrel, opened the door, 
and oq ured the contents of the barrel into the Court House. 

j stated that the substance which was poured from the 
barrel appeared to him to be gasoline. 

I l advised the two individuals then ran back 

across and another group began throwing vehic le emer gency 
flares at the front door of the Court House. | | stated 

he then ran t o the b ack of the Court House to alert the 
fire trucks. I I stated shortly after he left, he heard 

a loud "whooshing” sound and he observed black smoke coming 
out of the Court House. 


I I stated he couid not identify the two 

individuals who carried the 25-galion barrel from the 
Texaco Station to the Court House. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


0«i, August. 4, 1973 


| | of Phillip 66 Station, be 

Highway 16 and 385, subsequent to the interviewing Agents, furnished 70 
the following information: 

_advised that he was near the Custer County Court 

House, Custer, South Dakota, February 6, 1973, during the time of 
the occupa tion of the Custer County Court House, Custer, South Dakota* 
| advised that while in the area of the Court House, he 
observed a fuel trucK being driven by a I I being stopped 

near the area of the Court House by several Indians, | | 

stated that he could not identify any of the individuals stopping 
the vehicle but stated he observed approximately six Indian s near 
and oh the trucX attempting to open the valves, l again 

restated that the distance between him, the Indians, and the truck, 
he could not identify anyone involved with the stopping of the 
vehicle. I I stated that the only individual that he could 

positively identify at the Custer County Court House was RUSSELL 
MEANS, who he has personally seen photographs of MEANS that have 
been released by prior news media photographs. 

| stated that he observed MEANS entering the be 

Custer County court House at Custer, South Dakota* b7c 

I 

| advised that he would testify the above 
information and if he were to develop any positive information in 
this matter in the near future, he will notify the FBI, 


t/iT+fviewed Oft. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


t 
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Dole of 


2/21/73 


| Trooper, South Dakota State Highway 
Patrol, furnished thefollowing statement regarding his involve¬ 
ment in the disturbance at Custer, South Dakota, on February 
6, 1973: 


’’February 21, 1973 
Rapid City, South Dakota 


"I 

statement tof 

i -z j^ i- ^ r 


1 make the fo ilowing 
who 


have identified themselves to me as Special Agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation- 

”1 am a South Dakota State Highway , 
Patrolman stationed in Hot Springs area o f South 


Da kota. 
of 


I have been in Hot Springs since 


"On February 6, 1973, I was s tatio ned 
near C uster. South Dakota, with Trooper 


] 


■when at about 1:00 p.m., I received a call 
for assistance to help quell a disturbance at the 
Custer County Court House. When I arrived at the 
court house I went to the rear door where I 
remained until I heard a crash inside the 
court house, then proceeded into the hall way, 
fought mv way down the hall,and I noticed^ 


was lying on the floor and two 
Indians were on top of him. I helped pull the 
Indians off him but one of the Indians, RUSSELL 
MEANS, grappled with me and I eventually helped 
handcuffed him and other officers took him out 
the rear door of the court house. I then went 
back inside the court house and went out the front 
door on to the steps where I remember | 

yelling and I told someone to arrest her 


and at this point the entire group of Indians 
started toward the stairs. I went back inside 
the court house and out the back door. I peered 


©A mmr 

2/21/73 

Rapid City, South Dakota fiUlt 


' v> T J _ 


SA 1 

ando^> 

. SA 1 

by 

Lfeks _ 


MP 176-87 


2/21/73 


- 76 - 

'S«s of fS* f $1 I? is Ae proper!y ©* k-dr'ei yov' 

i* »*s 'ore !© "be -dn 1 /Qv** de yOwr 












/ 

( 




4 


MP 176-87 

back in the door and noticed a smoke bomb being 
thrown and also noticed gasoline on the floor. 

I then saw an Indian throw what appeared to me 
to be dynamite which ignited the gasoline. I 
also noticed a group of Indians try to stop a 
tanker going through town but 1 can*t recognize 
anyone who was involved. The entire incident 
at the court house lasted approximately 10 to 15 
minutes with about seventy five Indian demonstrators 
taking an active part. 


”1 was displayed sixty photographs from 
which I have identified the following seven: 
Pennington C ounty Sheriffs Office (PCSO) pho to- 
graph number! - ~ ——— 


whom I believe was at the court house during 
the melee but I cannot recall any specific 
incident in which he was involved; PCSO photograph 


number 11048 of RU SSELL C. MEANS whom 
striking PCI Agent 


observed 
land who I 


subsequently arre sted on February 6. 1973; PCSO 
photograph number | [ who 


was arrested when efforts were being made to clear 
the streets near the Custer County Court House 
on February 6, 1973, while the di sturbance was 
going on. PC SO photograph number f I 

I who I believe was in the crowd in 


front of the court house or accross the street; 
however, I can recall no inciden ts in which-ihe 
was involved . PCSO photo numb er I ~~~ 

PCSO photo number I P 


land PCSO photo number 


all of whom were observed in the general area of 
the court house during the time of the disturbance. 


"I have read the above statement consisting 
of this page and two additional page and have 
initialed each page and now sign it because .it is 
true. 


-7 7- 
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"/s/I_ 

’Witness: | | FBI, SA, Rapid City, South 

Dakota, February 21, 1973. 

1 SA, FBI, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, February 21, 1973.*' 
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feoeSAt BUREAU OF INVESTfCAKON 


d?<« o< February 27« 197 4 


On February 14, 1974. 1 | Patrolman, 
South Dakota Highway Patrol, observed a group of seven photo¬ 
graphs as follows: 



_I_ I advised that the photograph of|_| 

I I was of an individual whom he observed during the 

confrontation which occ urred on February 6, 1973, at Custer, 
South Dakota. I l advised he does not remember if the 

individual was armed, however, and cannot remember what the 
individual was doing. 


I Placed his signature on the' back of the photo¬ 
graph of_and his Initials on the back of the 

other five photographs which he observed. 
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FEDERAL CUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Do’c ol ff 0**Cf 


.gzaagi 


Patrolman 


man, South. 
, address [ 


Dakota Highway 


Patrol. Rapid Citv. South Dakota, - ,--- T 

_ I was interviewed and he advised 

that on February 6, 1973, he was on duty at the civil 
disorder which occurred in Custer, South Dakota. 


I I stated that sometime after the Indian 

group had set fire to the Court House, he was stationed 
on the west side of the Court House with several other’ 
patrolmen. I I stated from this position he observed 

a semi-trailer tank truck being waved down by several 
Indians at'the intersection so uthwest of the Court House 
on the Main Street in Custer. I I stated he then 

observed one Indian male get on the running board of the 
cab on the driver's side. He advised the cab door on the 
driver's side was then opened and there appeared to be a 
struggle between the Indian male on the running board and 
the driver. 


advised that[ 


then 


instructed h im to fi re a tear gas projectile underneath the 


] stated when the gas began to go up 


tank truck. . _ 

around the truck, the Indians -left the area of the truck. 


Individuals involved in the stopping of the true... . 
described the individual on the run ning board as an Indian 
male wearing a blue parka. I I advised he does not know 

whether the Indian male on the running board or the driver 


stated he could not identify an^ the 


] 


opened the door of the truck. 
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FEDERAL CUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dv-q o! Jraftstrlftton 


February 13, 1973 


I I Patrolman, South Dakota Highway 

Patrol, Rapid City, South Dakota, upon interview advised 
the following information: 

I I advised that he was following a caravan 

of automobiles, which had left Rapid City, South Dakota, 
at approximately 12:30 p.rn. He advised that this caravan 
had driven out Highway 16 and then had taken H irxhway 385 
on in toward Hill City, South Dakota. | | awised that 

approximately a mile and one half outsiue of the City of 
Hill City, South Dakota, the caravan stopped near the Chutes 
.Roosters, a di nner clu b located outside of Hill City, 

'South Dakota. I I continued that a group of the Indians 

traveling in this caravan got out of their automobile and 
climbed up the side of the hill, cut loose a covered wagon 
which was used as an advertising sign by the owners of the 
Chutes Roosters, set the covered wagon on fire, and then 
let it Toll do wn onto the highway where it was burned in 
its entirety. I 1 advised that he copied down the license 

numbers of there automobiles and submitted same to the 
South Dakota dtate Folios Radio ror identification purposes. 

l advised that the caravan continued on its 
way down Highway 385 and ar rived in Custer, South. Dakota, 
at approximately 1:45 p.m. I I stated that after the 

caravan arrived in Custer, he was assigned to the outside 
of the Custer County Court H ouse on the back door portion 
of^ the Court House. I ~ ~l continued that when he'heard 

a breaking of glass and a call for help he and other oatrolmen 
entered the back door of the Court House and went inside 
the first floor area of the Court House building. I I 

stated that he observed the Indian group fighting with the 
lav? enf orcement officers who were -inside of the Court II 0 use. 

I said that at about this time someone had released a 
tear gas canister and the room began to fill i-ith tear gas. 


was fift hting, s o 


scicii. |_revised cnat fine wen who struck him was in 

the room on fine west side in the front office of the first 
_ floor ok the Court House. He was sure that t he camera r.irn 

iilUHHAPOLIS 

o# February 6, 1973 , Custer, South Dakota , 157-1509 


Th ft turner* i oer?h«’ ft<.vr 

<1 Pod i*» toAVn^ pr* Apt tv b» o 
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MP,176-87 
HP (157-1509) 


from the KOTA Television Station took pictures of this man 
while he was in the room meeting with the States Attorney. 


I continucd that the law enforcement officer 
who were inside the Court House then started pushing the 
Indian group out of the front door in whic h 


into and entered the Court House. 


ney hact broken 
advised that he 


observed two of the Highway Patrolmen injured and due to the 
heavy concentration of tear gas, they took the i njured 
patrolmen out the back door of the Court House. » I 


continued 


] 


that one of the patrolmen had an Indian under 
arrest, and he assisted in cuffing this Indian and then went 
to the outside of tne ^ourt House in the rear parking lot 
to regroup. 


. I k dvisec that the law enforcement officials 

inside or tne building were heavily outnumbered by the Indian 
element which -numbered approximately 100 who were on the 
front steps o f the Co urt House and also on the inside of the 
Court House. I 1 advised that when the Indians broke 

through the front door they began fighting with the law 
enforcement element that were Inside of the Court House. 


J continued that after they removed the 
Indians from xns 2 .de of the Court Mouse, they v?ere instructed 
then to commence making arrests of the demonstrating group, 
■stated that there were approximately 24 arrests made 


as a result of the demonstration. 







>iS02 (Rev. <-IS»e4) 


FEDERAL BUREAU O'F INVESTIGATION 


I I South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, 

was contact at the South Dakota State Highway Patrol Station 
concernin g his ac tivities at.Custer, South Dakota on February 
6, 1973. 1 provided the following signed statement: . 


._!!IJ_ 

to | ~ 

Agents of the Fj 


ike the follows 


statement 

Special 


’’I am a South Dakota State Highway Patrolman 
stationed at Rapid City, South Dakota and on February 
6, 1973 I was in Custer, South Dakota working the -Indian 
disorders. I was helping remove the Indians from the 
Custer County Court House and was struck with what 
.appeared to be a Highway Patrol riot baton. I was hit 
on the left wist but did not require treatment. 

"After pushing the Indians from the Court 
House 1 arrested the following two individuals as the 
Chamber of Commerce Building was burning: 


n County Sheriff's Office 


on County Sheriff's Office 


"I can positively identify the above two listed 
photographs as being the individuals I arrested for 
helping to incite the riot situation. 

Imade the statement “I'm with you brother. , k 
You're right." I verbally abused State Highway Patrolman 1 

and would not obey instructions to cease his actions. 

• "I have read this statement consisting of this 

page and one other and now initial each page and sign this 


On 2/20/73 flt Rapid City. South Dako ta 

mi f —i 

_JSS __ 


MP .176-87 


.File # 


~~-Datv diets.led 


J2 £20/73. 


This document contains neither recora'-ndations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propertv of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ore no;.»i.c distribited outside-your agency. 
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# # 

. FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION 


Dale of »r<insc'ip»JOA_ 


8/2/73 


[ 


I Patrolman, South Dakota Highway 
Patrol, assigned to Rapid City, South Dakota, subsequent to the 
identification of the interviewing Agent, furnished the following 
information: 


b6 

b7C 


[ 


b6 


_.advised that he was personally present at the 

takeover of the Custe r Countv Court House in Custer, South Dakota, b7c 
jap I'cbruary 1973* 1 I advised that as he attempted to enter 


tbf? Custer County Court House and remove individuals who had 
occupied the Court House he personally saw RUSS ELL MEAN S crawling 
on his hands and knees towards the front door. I I advised 


that he observed RUSSELL MEANS in this position as he attempted 
to enter the Court House from the rear door. 


Shortly upon entering the Court House on the min 
floor he proceeded to place RUSSELL MEANS into physical custody 
and subs equently handcuffed MEANS with his arms behind his back. 


T 


advised that he w as personally assisted by Patrolman 

1 in addition, advised that | 


custody ar/i it was 
applied to MEANS. 


I Jk. All UUUA l. AUVM W1 W. | | 

]^j aa nraaent: MEAT7S was taken into physical 


b6 

b7C 


handcuffs that were 


Acc ording t o 


and Patrolman 


a 


MEANS was escorted by himself 


to the rear of the Custer County Court House 


b6 

b7C 


ai^d subseouently turned over to an uriknoiai officer in the 
designated custody area for transportation to jail facilities, 


I I advised that he could personally identify 

RUSSELL MEANS at a later date and indicated that prior to the 
occupation of the (lister County Court House he had seen sever; 
photographs of MEANS through the news media. I advised that 


b6 

b7C 


he c ould ide ntify a photograph of MEANS if displayed at wnich 
time ! [ immediately identified a photograph of RUSSELL MEANS. 


kMervi^wfd O'N. 

%*A 


t/.. 


Raoid City, South Dakota * HP 70-6882-' 

. — 

_}/£md d • 3/1/73 
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b6 i 
b7C 


TSh *«rrStr <o*<lvS»o*i of f&i ft properfy of »o yow *g<*Acr, 

* «"* ore f*Oi *0 k* dfctrifcvied ovHtf* yOv* 0$eA<y, 











WITNESSES OBSERVING THE OBTAINING 
SND USE OF GASOLINE AND STOPPING 
OF TRUCK BY BANKS 


07,-88a&89 




■■ 47 - 70 ) 


fr , 


•° ■ ’ *< ■ 
• FEDERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ’ 


Oot* rronit'tption. 


3/7/73 


b€ 

*b7C 


Me is an employee 

and generally works out of f _ 

ment of BIA. In addition he is the! 


advised the following: 


\ * 

of the Bur eau of Indian Affair' 


St r the Highway Depart- 


J»f an unofficial 


self-protective unit and is under the direct supervision of 

IQglaia S ioux tribe. On October 6, 
1972, he was .assigned [ to proceed to Custer, South 


Dakota, to observe the civil ds order being conducted by the 
American Indian Movement in that city. 


He arrived at Custer at 8:30 a.m. October 8, 1972. 

He parked in the vicinity of the courthouse and at approximately 
10:30 a.m. he observed a caravan of approximately 80 cars 
containing 300 people approaching the vicinity of the courthouse. 
For a period of approximately 1% hours the people from the 
caravan 'Vilied around 15 in the vicinity of the courthouse. 

At approximately 12:00 noon he observed RUSSELL MEANS walk 
through the crowd with an American flag draped over his back 
ipside down. He observed MEANS gesture to the crowd and the 
crowd followed him to the courthouse.. MEANS then kicked in 
a door and a window and was immediately arrested by officers 
of the South Dakota Highway Patrol. He then observed DENNIS 
BANKS break a 'window out xriLth a chair and exit through the 
broken window. 


At this point [ 


advised he moved his vehicle 
in the vicinity of the 
w ent to a telephone 


across the street to a parking place r 
Chamber of Commerce Building, and then 
booth in the vicinity in order to advise _ 

of the situation. Uhile he was in the phone booth he observed 
gas cans being filled at a nearby gas station and then observed 
DENNIS BANKS pass directly by the phone booth carrying two 2 
gallon cans and proceed up to the courthouse. He observed BANKS 
stuff rags Into the gas/cans-, light the rags, and throw the can’s 
into the courthouse. 


b€ 

b7C 


BANKS then stopped a gasoline transport tanker which 
was proceeding through the to\m and forced the driver, to leave 
the vehicle. BANKS’ entered the cab of the vehicle and a young 
unidentified Indian male climbed on top of the truck and attempted 


Interviewed 


3/6/73 


a) .Pine Ridge, South Dakota y;1Jt MP178-87 , V 




SA[ 

SA 




r!!AB:rait 




90-&91 - 




3/7/73 


This »erthe/ rw <Q/ycIv*teftS cf ft* fBI, i* Is ft* property oJ ft* f$! and *5 teamed To yovf 

'■* end ft* ft*! Ifr fce d^trihvted yovr 


b6 

b7C 


/ 












MP 176-87 , 

to open the tanker but was unable to do so because it was sealed. 










DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE OF 


INT3ROTATS NATURE 


OF SHIPMENT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote «f 8/30/73 


-interviewed and tarnished 


roiiowmg information: 


|furnished xerox copies of Carriers Freight 
Bill Number 0'o4-00252 dated February 6, =1973, Truck loading 
Order Number 15216 dated-February 6, ‘1973, and Refinery 
Meter Ticket Number -42434 dated February 6, .1973♦ The 
above documents reflect that Ruan Transport Corporation 
. Truck Number 9248 and Trailer Number 393 loaded 7X00 gross 
and 7225 net gallons of Number Two Furnace Oil at the 
Newcastle, Wyoming, Tesoro Petroleum Company Refinery at 
12:30 p.m. on .February 6, 1973. The documents reflect 
that Stauter Lumber Company, 3 K. Hill City, Hill City, 
South Dakota, was the consignee. The documents further 
reflect t hat the drive r of the Ruan Transport Corpoistion 
truck was I I 


I I advised that he was the individual to 
be subpoenaed 'to produce the original of the above 
documents. 


lAtlfVkwtj Oft_ 8/22/73 


Newcastle. Wvomin 


HP 176-139 




O/./, y j l ' 
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UNITED VA7ES DEPARTMENT Or JUSTIN . ij^an l<i-7-' J 
* t^zRAl SMSCAU O- i:-iV£S7IOATIiaL ■ 

B IDcNTtFICATICH DIVISION M ' ' 

W WASHINGTON, D.C. 50537 . 

i-i f • 

Ths following FBI record, NUMBER 118 417 D , is furnished TOR OfTtCiAL USC ONLY. 

lnfoimciiion shown on this io&nliBcalion Record roofssondata furnished FBI by finssrpiini contributors. 
WHERE BIEFOSITiCN 15 NOT SHOWN Ctt FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DSS!R£D, CO.V.MUNiCATE WITH AG2MCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 


con'T ! imu t os or 
jmOia?JtarTs 


Police 
partr.ont 
rcvcport 
siana 


rtmsnt 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota 

Police 
Department 
Jiinneapolis 
Minnesota 

a Prison 
Ivatcr.: 


United states 
Marshal 
Minneapolis 
Minnesota 


e Prison 
Stiil : -a ter 
Minnesota 


United States 

4 *-*.M** " *■ * 

Minneapolis 

Minnesota 


NAME AUO NUMiiH 


ASSKTW OS I 
PJECWEO . ( 


Dennis C. Banks January simple criminalI discharged 


60293 


Dennis Canes 


47315 


Dennis Carnes 

Snnk3 

47315 


Dennis Canes 

Banks 

22595 


Dennis Canos 
Banks 
12 522 


Dennis Carnes 

Sanks 

22695 


Dennis Car 
Z: rinks 


21* 

1955 


damage 


February I investigation jreleased 


14, 

1959 


Jlarch 

3, 

1966 


Aoril 

19, 

1966 


(strong arm 
robbery) 


investigation 
. (burglary) 


burglary 


| November! forgery of 
121, government 

1957 check 13 

United States 
Cede 435 


Indt MSP 

Stilivr.ccjr 

4-15-66 


maximum 5 
years paroled 
April 3, 126- 
par ole d 
Hay 14, 1953 

dismissed 


Dsccmbcn 

15, 

1967 


*»i 

1971 


parole 
violator 
fnc added 
charges) 

18 United 
Stares Cede 
1252 tretpas: 


dismissed 
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' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20527J 


T^o-iar. 


TI» following f3l record, NUM5SS i13 417 C , is furmthod T03 omc i Al VP 

Info r met ton shown on Shis identification P.otcrd repicscntt data furnished FIJI by itn^otprinl conf 
WKSiE OtSPCoJIiCN 15 NOT SHOWN CX FUiHKI* EXPLANATION O? CHARGE OX DISPOSE 
Di$Jf!£D, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTillSUKNG THOSE fiNCEF.P HINTS. 


KSHtwat 


Police 
Bccar tm.cn t 
IIi.nr.oapoi.is 
llinacscta 

US# 

Sioux Falls 
SDak 


ANO NU.USK 


Eentiis James 
Banks 
4 7 315 


Dennis Jam.es 

Banks 

8^10-1955 


Aitttro ex 

SEir.vio 


Scpfccribcrj investigation . 

4 # aggravated 

1971 damage to 

property 

6-25-73 burr,, larceny, 
Av.’DW, Cost, Fed 
Off. Civil , 

Disorder, Avs on, 
Unlawful poss, 
firearms, 
Conspiracy, Tamp 
notor veh. 2 cts 
aslt Fed. ‘ . 
Officers 
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A£pO»YinG orri.cc 

MINNEAPOLIS 


TITLE OF CASE 


OFFIC'C ORIGIN 


MINNEAPOLIS 


3/16/76 


R CPO ft Y MADfOY 


?NVe$Tf6AYlVt RGftlOO 

3/16/76. 


DENNIS JAMES-'BANKS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


TYPED BY' 


wrk b6 


REFERENCE: Minneapolis report of S 
- dated 11/20/74. 


CON VIC, J PVC< 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIM E g_gQNONE_| ACQU1T CA$e ha * b£<eni: . . 

SAVINGS I RECOVERIES I TALS I \ 

pending, ovfe* one-yea* SHy E* Q.N 

PENOINC PROSECUTION ’* \ 

OY£*t *tX MON Yu*' a* 


COP 1 C$MAOE 

/TV n. 


1 ^ a 

til 


jp^cjau Aceur 

IN CHARQC 


( L>- Bureau 

"X - USA, Sioux Falls, Sout h Dakota 
2 - Minneapolis (149-427) 

(1 - 176-139) 


Di**emlnotion Record of Attached Rep 


Agency 


Request ReCd. 


Date Fwd, 


How Fwd, 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


6 M 22 1975 


COVER FACE 





























UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: l - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 


Report of: | 

Dot«: March 16, 1976 

Field Office File #; 149-427 

Title: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Office: Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

Bureau File #; 


bS 

hlC 


Character: DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES 

Synopsis; Order filed on February 20, 1976 dismissing indictment 

against BANKS. 

- C - 


DETAILS: 


By letter dated March 8, 1976 from the office 
of WILLIAM F. CLAYTON, United States Attorney, 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota, the Minneapolis Office was 
advised as follows: 

"On February 20, 1976, an Order 
was filed dismissing the indictment in the 
above case, as to the defe ndant Den nis 
Banks. The c harge agalnst l I 

|was dismissed previously. 


"We are closing our file." 


1 * 

TW» Co rtno t contain* witter recommendation » no c conclusions of the FBI. It i» the property of tie fBI j» loaned to your agency: it and it* content* 
arc fcot to be <3ietnbuted outw<5e y<W agejocy. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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irector, FBI (Bufile 


S AC . MINNEAPOLIS 


157-846 


DATli: 5/15/7 ) 


> (P) 




SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 

, Reference: _ 

Recommend: [X] Inclusion in ADEX (summary attached)* ^ 

I \ Removal from ADEX (summary attached)* 

[ I Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 

* Abstract required. 


Card fikxx 

Cwdn mat OQ 

*®r 




DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Also known as: 


v2/- Bureau (RM) 
“1 - Minneapolis 
RKTjkcu 

(3) .„«■ 


fX~i Male 
f \ Female 


□ White □ Black Oj 

rX) other American °Ji 


rn Supplemental page attached. 

Date of Birth [place of Birth ^ _ 

(Month, day t year) F6U©r2ll 

4/12/37 Minnesota 

Residence Address -^ 

_ 2743 First Avenue South. 

__Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Type of Activity (Check principal activity only) 

I \ (BEX) Black Extremist 
I 1 (CMC) Communist (pro-Chinese) 

I I (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet) 

I 1 (CMT) Communist (Trotskyist) 

I I Tab Special Interest 
f I Espionage 

PH Foreign Government Employee 
I | U, S» Government Employee 

I ) Remove Special Interest Tabbing 
Key Facility Data (if applicable) 

Geographical Reference Number_ 


Citizenship 

r%~i U. S, □ Alien -- 

Specify Country 

Employment 

Occupation: £ 

National Field Director , 

Firm & Address: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMEl 








Denver, Colorado 


7Vp 


I \ (FRN) Foreign Affiliation -_ 

1 \ (PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist 

[X] (REV) Revolutionary 


- 89309 -/ 

Specify Country 7 
j^HMSC) Miscellaneous 


□ Place in Unavailable Section M QVEMENT (AIM) 
I I Missing * ____ 

I I Out of Country 

□ jun-> f-1973 I 

PH Remove from Unavailable Section ' 


.Responsible Agenci 



tistteA. 


Of* 









SUCCINCT RESUME 


HP 157-346 


ilea 


On July 13, 1972, 

Judicial, prevention and 1/Uv Ehioi‘60fc*§ftt, BUtcau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised 
that DENNIS JAMES BANKS, is a principal le ader of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). "-:- 


During February, 1973, BANKS was one of the 
leaders of a group of Indians that engaged in civil 
disturbances at Custer and Rapid City, South Dakota, He ' v 
was also one of the leaders, chief negotiators and original 
occupants in the occupation at Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
which action extended from February 27 to May 8, 1973, 


On March 20, 1973, BANKS was indicted by a 
Federal Grand jury at Sioux Falls, South Dakota on charges 
of burglary, larceny, impeding federal officers during 
a civil disorder, conspiracy to commit burglary and larceny, 
assaulting a federal officer and possession of unregistered 
firearms. 

in view of the above, it is recommended that 
subject’s name be included on ADEX. 







CE C LAS 51FI CAT 101*7 AUTHORITY DERIVED ?RGM: 
FBI AUTQbiATIC- DECLASSIFICATION GUICE 

BV | | 


DATE 02-0 6-2020 




1 


FEDERAL^BUREAU OF INVESfllMION 


b6 

b7C 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 

Date 

Investigative Period 

MINNEAPOLIS 

MINNEAPOLIS 

5/15/73 

12/27/72 - 5/12/73 


Title of Cose 

Report made by 


Typed By: 

' DENNIS TAMP^VnES 




kcu 

j DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Character of Case 


t b6 

-b7C 


EM - AIM 


jj£_ 


SUMMARY 

- p* - 


administrative 


The original and one copy of FD-376 are attached, p-' 


uX, A 

V v 

. rr-'ra 



One copy of report is being prepared for 
dissemination to the United States Secret Service, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, pending Bureau approval of subject 
for inclusion in ADEX. Two copies of report are being ( ’rf 5 

L •: ; X* 


m 

m*4 


prepared for information of Denver, who is origin for the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) and two copies for salt Lake ( • 

City, as subject has indicated that he contemplates moving . .C 3, 
Aim National Headquarters from Denver, Colorado ±.9 Salt Lake \ 


and coordinate his activities from that locat 




oved 




\,A ifyQQ ies mad 



Bureau 


Special Agent 
^ln Charge 


,_ lrt 'y h 

(RM) i^fir •.» (- ■) 


4 


2 - Denver (RM) (information)^. 
2 - salt Lake Cixy (RM) (mf< 


A 2 - Minneapolis (157-846) 


(Information) 


Notations: 
J CiCST,' 1*1 


\ 





Do not write In space 


(rl± %P c 'hJL 


7 JUN 7-1973 


v t }| nlvV a f\ ;> 


v\ ■ 

^ At 

^ -v \J 


l 


Y 


/ 




Y 


V- 

A 







INFORMANTS 


IDENTITY OF SOURCE 


FILE WHERE LOCATED 


MP T-l is 


157-846-2 


Orally advised of proposed 
activities on 2/4/69 and 
8/19/69 


MP T-2 id 


157-846-9 


Orally advised of 
activities on 10/19/71 


MP T-3 is 


157-846-12 


Orally advised of 
activities on 8/30/72 


MP T-5 is identified 
on non-symbol source 
administrative page 

MP t- 6 is identified 
on non-symbol source 
administrative page 


LEAD 


MINNEAPOLIS 

AT MINNEAPOLIS t MINNESOTA 

Will await Bureau action concerning inclusion of 
subject on ADEX. 


- B - 



COVER 


PAGE 









r 


t. 


FD-305 (£ev. 10-5-72) 

• 4 

1. □ Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. □ The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessaiy and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. jx] A suitable photograph [X] is □ is not available. 

Date photograph was taken_ 9/14/71 _. 

5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and_is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are_ 

6. □ This report is classified ' fiVL _ because 

(state reason) ^ contains information from confidential informants 
of continuing value, the unauthorized disclosure of which 
could possibly identify informants, which would be detrimental 
to the national defense. 


7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) .. NEVER_ 

[x] Subject was not □interviewed I I reinterviewed because (state reason) it was considered 
inadvisable due to militant Indian situation at Wounded Knee 
and because of his inaccessibility. Subject currently a 
fugitive. 


8- □ This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 
been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. □ This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 
within the criteria because (state reason) 


10. □ Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

I | Submitted_ Placed □Yes | j No 

(date) 

11. □ Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED ?RGM: 
FBI AUTO&iATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUICE 
DATE 01-22-2020 BY: I I 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 


% 

juWr< 




In Reply* Please Refer to 
File No . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


May 15, 1973 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury' 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
RE: EXTREMIST MATTER - 

AMERICAN INDIAN ACTIVITIES 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall withir^the category or categories checked. 

1- □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. [X] Attempts or threats to re dress 1 " grievances. 

\ 

3* □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. 50 Participation in civil disturbance s\ anti-U* S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic^ establishments. 

5. [X] Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other, terrorist activity. 

6. □ Defector from U. S. or indicates desire-to defect. 


7. [X] Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 


Photograph □ has been furnished [XT1 enclosed\ I I is not available. 


Very tndy/yours, 




L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 


t*' 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service 


Enclosure(s) 








DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 
FBI AUTOUATIC DECLASSIFICA TION GUICE 
CATE 01-22-2020 BY : | | 

i ^ *FD-2Q4„(tf e v. 3-3-S&) 

UNITED STATES 



« 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


b6 

b7C 




1 - U. S. Secret Service, 

Co »v t0 = Minneapolis, Minnesota (rm) 


! Office.- Minneapolis, b6 

May ib, HF73 Minnesota b7c 

157-846 Bureau File #: 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


EXTREMIST MATTER - 

Character: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


S y ni> p sis ' DENNIS JAMES BANKS, a co-founder of the American 

Indian Movement (AIM), resides at 2743 First Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, and is currently a National Field 
Director for the movement. He has been active since 1968 
and recently participated in armed confrontations as a 
leader against local, state and Federal law enforcement 
officers in South Dakota. 

- P* - 


Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office Fife #• 
Title: 


DETAILS 

_ This case was predicated up on information furnished 

by | | judicial, prevention *>6 

and Law Enforcement, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), b7c 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, on July 13, 1972 that DENNIS JAMES 
BANKS was a leader of the American Indian Movement (AIM) 
and had a propensity for violence. 



b6 | 
b7C 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The articles of incorporation, 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
were filed with the Minnesota Secretary 
of State, St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
October 1, 1968, and stated that the 
purpose of this corporation is to 
solicit and broaden opportunities 
and general welfare for the urban 
Indians in order that he may enjoy 
his full rights as a citizen of 
these United States, also his special 
rights as an Aborigine. 

_ On necember 18. 1 972, | 

judicial, 

Prevention and Law Enxorcement, 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
claims to be an Indian civil rights 
organization whose stated purpose is 
to enhance the social, educational, 
and economic stat us of Indi ans. in 
reality, however, | I advised, 

AIM is a militant organization and 
its leaders believe in direct 
confrontation with authority. 

The Black panther party (BPP) 
is a extremist organization 

started £n Oakland, California, in 
Deic-mbfex*, 1966. It advocates the 
us6 cf guns and guerrilla tactics 
tc Irina about the overthrow of the 
United states Government. 


- 2 - 
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BACKGROUND 

Birth 


Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, which cover Indian reservations 
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan and Iowa, disclosed that 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS was born on April 12, 1937, at Federal 
Dam, Minnesota, is enrolled at the Leech Lake Reservation, 
on Roll Number 50 of Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Basic Roll. 
Subject’s birth was illegitimate and father is unknown. 
Mother is listed as ANNIE BANKS, deceased March 1, 1961. 


b6 

I judicial, b7 

prevention and Law Enforcement, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on January 10, 1973 

Residence and Employment 

Subject's last known address was, 2743 First 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota, but is extremely 
nomadic due to his activity with AIM. Subject is involved 
with AIM on a full time basis and otherwise is unemployed. 


_| supra 

on January 10, 1973 


Education 


Records at the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, disclosed that DENNIS JAMES BANKS, 
completed the eleventh grade at Flandreau Indian School, 
Flandreau, South Dakota, obtained his high school diploma 
through the United States Air Force in 1953, completed one 
year of college at the University of Minnesota and claims 
to have obtained a Bachelor’s of Art Degree in Political 
Science from the University of Tokyo, japan in 1958. 

This claim is unsupported. 


on January i'O 


supra 
, 1973 
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Credit 

There was no record identifiable with DENNIS 
JAMES BANKS in the files of the Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Credit Bureau. 

~| b6 

Credit Bureau b7c 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on 2/15/73 

Identification 

A review of the files of the Minneapolis Police 
Department, Minneapolis, Minnesota, disclosed the following 
arrest record for the subject. 


b6 

Bureau of Identification b7c 
Police Department 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on 2/15/73 
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MBUEAWLIS POLICE OSPAk/ME^f 



?”*:v.v 3-k-66 . 


lSuronu, of Identification 
Unabridged Kercord 


FBI// 118 kl 7 E 


Arrested* 


J-W-59 

f %5t - 
I C M-fft 

7-/6 J7? 
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1-xi 63 
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3-30-bg 
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(j7 .. 
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3-W-70 
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Given Name 

Middle 

Dennis 

James 


Charge 


on Robbery 


Disposition 


WI 


Released. by Do 


LO.Q.t -30 


2-18-39 


t > , o 




Dr-or)t>e<: 




■ro* 1 vvr 


n 


7~2k~6.L 


3-15-65 
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A review of the files at the Crime Laboratory, 
Hennepin County Sheriff's Office, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
disclosed the following:. 

On February 24£371, the subject was arrested 
by Hennepin County Sheriff^Officers on a warrant for 
non-support of- a wifeChi 14. No disposition available. 


Hennepin County 
Sheriff's Office 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
on February 15, 1973 

The files of the Identification Division of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation were checked on February 
5, 1973 and disclosed the following information for the 
subject* 








■ ./ 

\ / . 


V v states -department of ' ■* 

% ;l‘TJ)KR/.L UUIU5A.U OK INVESTIGATION \ 

' ■ * ** VA^JilNCTON *>,!>, c. „ 7 

\\ ■ A ■ 41 

X w 118 417 D ID ^W Fi CAT I CM DlVIS’Cri 


The following ]?liT record, MDilBER 


, is furnished 


Cc??{T»::ooro:' 07 
fifio:.<er«^Ts 


fftflE MfO H<JKB£fc 


ARRESTED OR 
RLCEiVfcD 


P 3 SPOSJTJON 


PI) ShroTcsprfc La "Dar.nis J Bonks 

,/5022o • • 

PD Minneapolis Minn Dennis James 

* " jBanks #47315 


PD kip Is Minn 


Dermis James 
Banks #47315 


1-21-53 si-n crir.i asm 2-7"55 7-1 sen 


2-14-59 inv (sti'ong arm Hel 
robbj 

3-3-66 inv (burg) 


?r Stillwater Minn Dennis James 

Banks 
i #22695 


4-19-36 


burg 


5 y 

Paroled 4-3-C- 
Paroled 5-14- 


t?SM Minneapolis 
Mi ini 


SPr Stillwater 
Minn 


Banks 
#12,522 . 

Dennis James 

o 7 '-’"* O cf 


iio 1 _r; f 7 of r^ovf 

check 13 DSC 
; 495 

12-15-87 ‘ PY no added 
charges. 


«— ro...o.-.s;a 


USM Mols Minn 


Dennis James 
Banks #5221 


5-21-71 18 USG 1382 

trespassing on 
_ I'Taval Installa¬ 
tion 


11-9-71 D-?.-;-, 


PD Mpls ‘.Minn 


Dennis James 
Banks 


9-4-71 Inv Aggravated 
Damage to Proo 


PD Mpls Minn 


Dennis James 
Banks 
#4 7 315 


9-4-71 inv agg damage 
to prop 
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formerly fumt-ted litis Bureau concerning individuals of Use same or similar names or aliases and A KM Ll.-il’ 
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Physical Description 


Subject is described as follows: 


Race 

Sex 

Date of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Build 

Scars and Marks 


Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Number 

Military Number 

Minneapolis police 
Department Number 


American Indian 
Male 

April 12, 1937 
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
5*11" 

170 pounds 
Black, long 
Brown 
Copper 
Medium 

Tattoo - ”japan 54-57” - right 
upper arm 

"Dagger” right forearm 

Left arm - Social Security 
Account Number ”502-28-0630” 
and spade 


118 417 D 

Air Force 703-557-0251 


47315 


supra 


on 1/ 10/73 
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ASSOCIATION WITH THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
Membership 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS is currently a member of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) , at Minneapol is, Minnesota. 

|supra 

Activities on 1/10/73 

On March 20, 1973, a reprinted news article by 
John E. Peterson entitled "Wounded Knee - Another Side 
of the Story", appeared in the United States Senate’s 
Congressional Records, stating in part, in the early rail 
of 1972, the Office of Economic Opportunity, (0E0) 
Investigators, who were investigating the American Indian 
Movement (AIM), and its alleged misuse of (0E0) funds for 
their "survival schools”, determined from "people close 
to the group", that although DENNIS BANKS claimed to be 
a co-founder of AIM, in reality, local White and Black 
radicals were the real impetus behind the creation of the 
movement. When leaders of these local militant factions, 
the article stated, decided to organize a militant Indian 
group, they chose DENNIS BANKS as one of the Indians to 
head it. 


The article also stated that BANKS, when AIM was 
first started, and other leaders were going around making 
statements about how AIM was going to be "The Indians Black 
Panthers". 


On May 7, 1969, in an article entitled "New 
Indian Leaders Seeking Pride, Unity," which appeared in 
the Minneapolis Star, Minneapolis, Minnesota, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, described BANKS as the 
Chairman of the Minneapolis Indian Dance Club", The 
paper quoted BANKS as stating that he "believed in 
separatism, not segregation and that the Indian ferment 
will grow during the summer." He was also quoted as 
stating "they met with police brutality and landlords 
who won’t make repairs and they are just itching for a 
fight", and predicted a confrontation with the city 
administration this summer. "The Indians are going to 
light the torch and the administration is going to have 
to back up and rethink its policy towards Indians or 
something is going to happen." 
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On August 11, 1969, in an article entitled 
"Indians Demand Evangelists Stop Brainwashing Them" which 
appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune BANKS and other leaders 
of AIM issued several challenges and demands to the United 
States congress on Evangelism which was meeting at that 
time. BANKS and other AIM leaders were reported as seeking 
support of Indian efforts by having the evangelists influence 
legislation, working for adequate housing and meeting other 
needs determined by the Indians. He also wanted this 
religious group to condemn criminal practices and acts by 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and aid in restructuring 
the BIA to serve both urban and reservation, Indians. 

BANKS stated in the article, "Indians Must Take 
A Stand Against Anglo-Saxon Religions", which have turned 
our fathers and their fathers into selling out their lands 
that not only belong to them but to us and our unborn 
generations." 


On February 4, 1969, MP T-l advised that BANKS 
with other AIM members and local Black militant leaders 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 


handle people of their own races within their residential 
areas. 




others would take such action and bring these plans to 
fruition. 




b7D 


On August 4, 1970, in an article entitled "At 
College in Sioux Falls Indian Seizure of Dormitory Assailed" 
which appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune, described BANKS, 
AIM Chairman, as one of the 120 militant Indians who occupied 
a building at Augustana College, "to force the nation’s 
three major Lutheran churches to meet their financial 
commitments to the Indian board." AIM presented a challenge 
in 1969, the article stated, to provide the Indian board, 
an AIM sponsored group, with $750,000 a year, or the 
equivalent of $1 for each American Indian. 


10 
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United States Marshals were injured during the confrontation 
and on June 22, 1971 BANKS, with others, were indicted by 
a federal Grand Jury, st. Paul, Minnesota, on three counts 
each of Assaulting a Federal officer, in violation of Title 
18, Section 111, united States Code. 

On October 19, 1971, MP T-2 advised that BANKS 
participated a year ago with representatives of the 
Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) and the progressive 
Labor party (PLP) in a demonstration at Federal Correctional 
institution (FCI) at Sandstone, Minnesota on October 2, 

1971 which attracted between 100-150 persons. 

Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS) was founded during June, 1962, 
at Port Huron, Michigan, and in the 
1960s functioned as the leading New 
Left campus-based student organization 
in the united states. From an initial 
posture of "participatory democracy," 

SDS moved to a radical-revolutionary 
position, with debate centering on 
how best to create a revolutionary 
youth movement, internal factionalism 
produced a split during the SDS 
National Convention in June, 1969, 
which resulted in the following 
three factions: 


On May 16, 1971, 


United 


States Naval Air Station, Fort Snelling, Minnesota, advised 
that BANKS was one of the leaders of 200 militant Indians 
who occupied the "decommissioned base”, stating that the 
Indians des ire to "es tablish Indian culture units on the 
premises". I I reported that a temporary agreement 

was worked out and no arrests or violence was encountered. 

In conjunction w ith above incident, United States 
Marshal l I advised on September 9, 1971 that 


DENNIS BANKS was among 16 Indians who were arrested for 
trespassing at the United States Naval Air Station, Fort 
Snelling, Minnesota on May 21, 1971. He advised that two 
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Weatherman; Worker Student Alliance 
(WSA) and Revolutionary youth 
Movement (RYM). The Weatherman 
and RYM are no longer affiliated 
with SDS. The WSA continued to use 
the name SDS and maintains its 
national headquarters in Boston, 

Mas sac huse t ts. 

Weatherman, formerly a faction 
of Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS), controlled the SDS National 
Office from June, 1969, until its 
closing in February, 1970. 

Weatherman then entered an 
underground status and adopted a 
tactic of ’’Strategic sabotage,” 
with police and military installations 
designated as primary targets. 

Worker Student Alliance (WSA), 
a faction of Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS), was expelled from SDS 
in June, 1969, by the then dominant 
Weatherman faction, but continued to 
use the name SDS and opened an office 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. WSA 
aligned ideologically with the 
Progressive Labor party (PLP) and, 
in February, 1971, moved to Chicago, 
Illinois, where it opened the SDS 
National Office at 1225 South wahash 
Street. 

RYM, a pro-Communist 
revolutionary youth organization, 
was organized in 1969, first as a 
faction within the Students for a 
Democratic Society (SDS), then as a 
separate group with headquarters in 
Atlanta, Georgia. RYM was unsuccessful 
in attracting support and by raid-1970 
it was practically defunct. 

The Progressive Labor party 
(PLP) founded in 1965 by former 
members of the CPUSA, who 
assertedly followed a Chinese 
Communist line, is a revolutionary 
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Marxist-Leninist organization 
dedicated to a dictatorship of the 
working class. 


In captioned article BANKS stated "Indians are 
victims of racism" which appeared in the Minneapolis 
Star on January 23, 1973. He charged that "Black racism 
was discriminating against Minneapolis area Indians." 

BANKS, the article reported, was then Vice Chairman of 
the Hennepin County Anti-Poverty Board, but announced 
his resignation from that organization at a press conference. 
According to the article, he blamed his action on the 
inadequate management of the program. He also charged 
that the Mobilization of Economic Resources (MOER) ran a 
Black orientated program that had discriminated against 
Indian programs under its jurisdiction. The article 
reported that BANKS advised that AIM was started about 
a year ago with him as its Chairman. The article reported 
that officials of the Anti-Poverty program denied BANKS 1 
allegations. 

On February 25, 1970, captioned article "Indians 
Enter City politics Win Several GOP Precinct Posts" 
reported that members of AIM and Indians were elected to 
the Sixth precinct in delegate offices. BANKS was reported 
as stating that the Indians were "trying to beat the 
politicians at their own game because the Indians have 
been a political football for years and now we are going 
to try to make the politicians work for the Indians." 

The paper reported that BANKS was elected Chairman and 
Delegate in the 13th precinct. BANKS was further quoted 
as stating "we are finding out where the power is in 
politics." 


On October 15, 1971, captioned article "Indians 
Form Foundation for National Unity", which appeared in 
the Washington Post, Washington, D. C., a published daily 
of general circulation, described BANKS as a co-founder 
of AIM, whose purpose was to create a "grass roots 
national impact organization", he predicted AIM would 
become. The article stated, some 100 delegates from 11 
cities would attend a meeting at Camp Owendigo, Minnesota, 
which was the first national convention of AIM, to adopt 
a charter and bylaws for a non-profit corporation that 
would service their present 18 chapters. The article 
emphasized that BANKS and other AIM representatives, 
stressed presenting a united Indian front, advocating 
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self determination and indicated that demonstrations and 
seizures of Federal property would be deemphasized. 

Instead, the article reported, AIM would seek massive 
funding from foundations, church groups, and Government 
including the BIA. 

On March 21, 1972, in captioned article "Banks 
reports Leech Lake Eviction plans," which appeared in 
the Minneapolis Tribune, BANKS called for the eviction 
of 4000 non-Indians from the five resort communities of 
Leech Lake Indian Reservation to "serve as a challenge 
to the court system, World law, and the United States 
Court." BANKS was quoted as stating, "AIM was on a 
collision course with the Declaration of independence." 
BANKS then called for the creation of Indian sovereign 
nation out of "317 Indian reservations or pieces of land 
classed as trust property across the nation". 

BANKS was further quoted as saying "That the BIA 
is the enemy of the Indian and must be destroyed and 
replaced by an Indian nation with full sovereign rights." 

On April 26, 1972, BANKS in captioned article 
entitled "Indians Ask Probe of 100 Complaints" which 
appeared in the Minneapolis Tribune, advised that 100 
complaints among 2,755 involving "Racial discrimination, 
mistreatment, and mismanagement of the midwest Indians" 
were collected by a T red-ribboned Grand Jury* which held 
50 days of hearings in South Dakota, North Dakota, Nebraska, 
and Colorado". BANKS advised that these hearings were 
prompted by an alleged beating of an Indian in Gordon, 
Nebraska. The article advised that BANKS said that these 
complaints were given to AIM through secret testimony 
by Indians "who feared for their lives," and that some 
of these complaints involved "graft and corruption" by 
officials of the BIA, 

BANKS was reported as stating that AIM plans 
to hold its national convention at Leech Lake Indian 
Reservation, Cass Lake, Minnesota on May 10-15, 1973. 

On May 11, 1972, captioned article, "AIM To 
Tolerate No More Abuse," described BANKS as carrying a 
pistol and flanked by shotgun toting guards in Cass Lake, 
Minnesota, with him warning that "AIM would not be 
responsible for any non-Indian person, including the 
Governor, who comes into the area attempting to start 
trouble". BANKS, in the article, was billed as the 
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National President of AIM and it was noted that at this 
six-day convention, AIM for the first time openly 
displayed firearms and threatened to use them. 

On May 11, 1972, captioned article "Tension 
Spreads in Cass Lake Area" which appeared in the St. 

Paul Dispatch, St. Paul, Minnesota, a published daily of 
general circulation, BANKS was described as arriving to 
speak with five heavily armed guards in tow and that 
"weapons were in sight every where." BANKS advised that 
we would give our lives to our people and that America 
must be dealt a lesson she will never forget." 

On May 14, 1972, captioned af.t'ii)le VAlM Leader 
Offers to Resign in Roadblock Dispute, " wiiigtlv'&ppeared 
in the Minneapolis Tribune, BANKS, as tfep. .National Director 
of Aim, offered to resign because locai! ! --(;&03£s take, 
Minnesota, Indian leaders, wanted to remote ^he armed 
Indian blockades from the reservation, to prevent a 
confrontation between Indians and non-Indians. BANKS 
who advocated the roadblocks, later reconsidered his 
resignation when he received a "vote of confidence" from 
the National Board of Directors of AIM. 


_ On July 13, 1972, | 

Judicial, Prevention and Eniorceraent service. 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
advised that DENNIS BANKS is a principal leader of AIM 
in the Twin City area and is an advocate of violence. 

A pamphlet entitled "American Indian Movement 
(AIM)," which was published by the Minneapolis Chapter of 
AIM around late 1969, attempted to explain the organization 
and purposes of the movement to the public and listed 
DENNIS BANKS as Chairman of its Board of Directors. 

On August 30, 1972, MP T-3 advised that BANKS 
participated in a disruption against the Republican party's 
National Conve ntion in Miami, Florida, on August 21-24, 1972. 
Source advisedl ] 

I £< 
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On .lanuarv 19. 1973 , __ 

Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), 


Pine Ridge, South Dakota, advised that BANKS was to 
stand trial on February 14, 1973 in Tribal court for 
disobedience of Tribal court restraining order, forbidding 
him to engage in unlawful assembly on the reservation. 


On October 5, 1971, captioned article "Caravans 
to Protest Neglect of Indians" which appeared in the 
Minneapolis Tribune, advised that BANKS was leading a 
caravan, which was one of seven, beginning a trip across 
the United States and Canada to Washington, D. C., to 
protest the common mistreatment and neglect of the American 
Indian." The article also reported that BANKS had recently 
resigned as Executive Director of AIM, to direct its field 
operations. The article advised that the caravan hoped to 
pick up thousands of Indians along the way on their "Trail 
of Broken Treaties." 


On October 25, 1972, captioned article "200 
Indians protest at BIA Office, Group Plans Washington Trip 
to Take Grievances to Nixon," which appeared in the 
Minneapolis Tribune, advised that BANKS was one of the 
leaders of a large group of Indians who occupied Minneapolis 
Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) to determine 
if the Bureau was "officially opposed to the caravan known 
as the"Trail of Broken Treaties." BANKS, the article advised, 
demanded that the local Commissioner of the BIA call 
Washington and "get an answer." 


On December 18, 1972J_| 

~| judicial, prevention and IAw Enforcement, Bureau 
of Indian Affairs (BIA), advised that DENNIS BANKS was a 
co—organizer of AIM in late 1968 and that BANKS advocated 
direct confrontation with authority. He advised that BANKS 
is currently a National Coordinator of Field Operations 
for AIM. 
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in the early Winter, 1973 (January), edition 
of Akwesasne Notes, ‘‘the official publication of the Mohawk 
Nation,” BANKS was given a considerable amount of media 
coverage by this paper, which devoted the bulk of this 
edition to the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Building 
takeover in Washington, D. C. during 1972. BANKS was quoted 
numerous times and was singled out by the paper as being 
a principal leader in the occupation. The paper indicated 
that BANKS was a chief organizer of the caravan that arrived 
in Washington, D. C. and was involved in the erection of 
hasty defenses utilized by the Indians at the BIA Building. 
The paper also reported that BANKS backed the destruction 
of the BIA Building if the Government would not satisfy 
the demands of AIM. 

A series of articles which appeared in the Idaho 
State journal, the evening newspaper of Pocatello, Idaho 
which covered a period from December 12-22, 1972, advised 
that BANKS appeared in that city shortly after the BIA 
Building takeover of Washington, D. C., and spoke to an 
Indian student assocation describing himself as a caravan 
chairman responsible for the "Trail of Broken Treaties” 
and its results. 

The paper reported that BANKS threatened the local 
high school with a class action suit and demonstration" 
because of the offensive use of the word "Indians” and the 
name of their mascot used for school functions. The article 
also advised that BANKS condemned "White Christianity, 
Education and the BIA". BANKS also reportedly espoused 
violence and demonstrations stating "The Indian wars have 
not ended.” 


The articles also advised that BANKS defended 
the BIA, Washington, D. C., takeover and briefly discussed 
the stolen documents, characterizing them as an indictment 
against big business and the BIA who constantly cheat the 
Indian. 
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MP 157-846 


On January 24, 1973, JOHN MANKE, Sheriff, Fall 
River County, Hot Springs, South Dakota, advised that on 
the sane date, BANKS accompanied by others appeared at 
his office and asked questions regarding the recent stabbing 
of an Indian by a White man at Buffalo Gap, Minnesota, 

MANKE advised that he told BANKS that he did not have any 
authority regarding the matter, because it had taken place 
in a neighboring county. MANKE advised that BANKS stated 
that "apparently there are not enough policemen in that 
area to protect the Indian people from the White people." 

MANKE also advised that BANKS made inquiries as to how many 
police were at Buffalo Gap and Hot Springs, South Dakota. 

He advised that BANKS and his group made no demands or threats 
and that when they left his office they proceeded down the 
streets of Hot Springs periodically stopping to talk to Indians. 

On February 7, 1973, the Rapid City journal. 

Rapid City, South Dakota, a published daily of general 
circulation, carried an article captioned "Three Indians, 

Eight Officers Reported Hurt," advised that DENNIS BANKS 
had participated in a "melee" at Custer, South Dakota 
which resulted in the arson of the Chamber of Commerce 
Building and attempted arson of the Custer County Court 
House. The article reported that the confrontation was 
over the killing of an Indian by a White man. 

On February 8, 1973, ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, 

Custer county, Custer, South Dakota, advised that DENNIS 
BANKS surrendered himself on February 8, 1973 and was 
charged with three felony counts, two counts of arson, 
and one count of riot in connection with this confrontation 
by AIM at Custer, South Dakota on February 6, 1973. 

On March 8, 1973, in an article entitled 
"Indians Expect Assault by United States" which appeared 
in the St. Paul pioneer press, published daily of general 
circulation, DENNIS BANKS was depicted as one of the main 
leaders involved in the occupation of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota and that he had made a nationwide appeal for Indians 
and sympathizers to assist in defending the town against 
Federal officers, whom BANKS predicted would launch an 
attack in the near future. 
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On February 27, 1973, members 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
with non-indian supporters, seized 
hostages and by force of arras, occupied 
the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, 
during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked, six members of 
AIM v/ere wounded, two fatally, two 
federal officers were wounded, one 
permanently paralyzed, in several 
exchanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding Government forces. 

On May 8, 1973, the occupation ended 
by the surrender of the remaining 
occupants. More than 200 arrests 
were made in connection with the 
occupation. 
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On March 20, 1973,[ 


United States District Court ior the District of South 
Dakota, Western Division, advised that DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
was indicted by a Federal Grand jury sitting at Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, same date, for the following 
violations: Nine counts burglary, larceny, impeding Federal 
officers during a civil disorder, conspiracy to commit 
burglary and larceny, Assaulting a Fe deral of ficer, and 


b6 

b7C 


possession of unregistered firearms. |_| advised that 

a bench warrant was issued on March 28, 1973 by the Clerk 
of Court, United States District Court, for the District 
of South Dakota, Western Division, for the arrest of 
BANKS on the above charges and bail was fixed at $50,000 
Surety Bond. 

On May 2, 1973, MP T-6 advised that BANKS was 
employed by Minneapolis Honeywell, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
on May 22, 1968 to May 6, 1970 as a job placement officer 
on the Employment Relations Staff to recruit minorities 

He advised that BANKS 


b7D 





BANKS 


Bemidji, Minnesota and was in the united States Air Force 
from April 15, 1954 to April 12, 1958, receiving an honorable 
discharge and attained the rank of Airman Second Class. 



On May 3, 1973, MP T-7 advised that he had heard 
through the Indian community, Minneapolis, that BANKS is 
becoming increasingly unpopular with the majority of AIM 
leaders because of his "almost obsessive and inflexible” 
stand on violence and was "off in the woods somewhere with 
a small band of followers." Source also advised that BANKS 
allegedly has made preparations in Canada for a hiding 
place and would possibly be seeking sanctuary among dissident 
Canadian Indian elements. 
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t « 


On March 9, 1973, captioned article, "Wounded 
Knee Accord Nears," which appeared in the St. Louis 
Dispatch, a published daily of general circulation, 
advised that BANKS, in Wounded Knee, South Dakota, said 
"his group would act with restraint," while an "agreement 
in principle" was being arrived at between United States 
Government negotiators and the militant Indians holding 
the hamlet of Wounded Knee. 

The article advised that prior to the announcement 
of a cease fire going into effect an intense exchange 
of gunfire took place. 

DENNIS BANKS, commenting on the issue of whether 
or not the estimated 250 Indians controlling the village 
would lay down their weapons said, "If we leave without 
weapons we might get stepped on. We won't leave in any 
way that is dishonorable, that costs dishonor on Indians." 

BANKS also said "the second issue was Indian 
submission to FBI interrogation upon leaving and consenting 
to being driven 150 miles from Pine Ridge." 


20 


















13 - 12 - 72 ) 




In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
May 15, 1973 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Character 


EXTREMIST MATTER - 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 


Reference 



lis Report of SA |_ 

dated and captione< 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities are concealed 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


Tkis document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency - 
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MR 025 LA CODE 
7:35PM NITEL 7/13/73 LDM 
TO^JHl^ECT OR 
MINNEAPOLIS 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
.FROM LOS ANGELES (70-7456) 


)h 



0\ 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM* 

SOURCE ONE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
IN THE PAST ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT CAPTIONED SUBJECT 
SPOKE AT AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT IN LOS ANGELES 7/11/73* 
ADVISED HE WILL BE HOLDING A CONFERENCE AT CUSTER, SOUTH 
DAKOTA PRIOR TO NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
CONVENTION SCHEDULED FOR 7/25/73 THROUGH 8/7/73 NEAR 
WHITEOAK, OKLAHOMA* SUBJECT ACCOMPANIED BY I 




Mr. Felt 
Mr. Baker 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Gobi .on? dt 
Mr. Jenkins 
Mr. Mars] 

Mr. mi 
Mr. Soyais 
Mr. Thompson 
Mr. Walters 
Room 
Mr. Bar;o 
Mr. Borneo 
Mr. Bowers 
Mr. Ilerington 
Mr. Conmy 
Mr. Mlntz 
Mr. Hardley 
Mrs, Hogan 
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10 ADVISED HE WAS _ ^ | 

OF^^TERSAn<fe 2.^0 




AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT ATTORNEY WHO ADVISED HE WAS 
IN THE PROCESS OF ORGANIZING A TEAM 
ATTORNEYS TO EXAMINE TREATY OBLIGATIONS OF UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT IN TREATIES WITH AMERICAN INDIANS^ 1973 
END PAGE ONE - 

(-^2. ,Cc-AAG Criminal Division 
AtW\C ISS 

V \b GCS 

' a GCS 

^ u J/^ Litigation Unit 


\ 



be 

b7C 






■« •* 
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LA 70-7456 ‘ 

PAGE TWO 

SOURCE TWO, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
IN THE PAST ADVISED SUBJECT APPEARED ON 7/13/73 AT 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY LOS ANGELES AND SPOKE 
BRIEFLY REGARDING AMERICAN INDIAN GREVIENCES. 

LOS ANGELES WILL FOLLOW SUBJECT’S ACTIVITIES 
IN LOS ANGELES AND SUBMIT APPROPRIATE LHM. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


SOURCE ONE IS 
SOURCE TWO IS 

END 

PLS HOLD FOR ONE 
JXS FBI HQ CLR 
FOR TEN TELS 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 7/12/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


Pi 

r ( TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR^ FBI 

SMSAMipEAPOLIS (70-6864) (P) 


SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM \\aXU 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 


> ^'<7 / 

!•-, h'Jy 


Re Milwaukee nitel to Bureau dated 7/10/73, 

On 7/11/73, St. Paul, Minnesota, State Department 
• Vehicles checks revealed that 1973 Minnesota Liceni 
is registered toP 


On 7/11/73, I I Real \ 

Property Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minne- l 
apolis, Minnesota, advised that subject owns five fractions ^ 
of individual interes^, property, in the Leach Lake, Minnesota, 
and Fond du Lac, w/sc^nsm, Indian reservation areas, which 
were inherited from deceased heirs. He advised that the BIA 
would permit BANKS to obtain a patent in fee (taxable status) 
and sell to whomever he chose, only if he could buy out all 
other owners of tracts that adjoined his interest, I ~l 

advised that BANKS could sell his allotment to any existing 
original co-owner, for a price less than current market value. 
He advised that subject can gift deed his allotment only to 
a linear descendant or relative. If the land was held in 
trust by the BIA, he advised the Secretary of J;he interaOrr 

^ • • K* a-™ 

<§>;!!»?•*» .. . ■-■li 


CM r l/' 

^2)- Bureau 

2 - Milwaukee (70-1244) 
2 - Minneapolis 
RKT:dlb 
( 6 ) 
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JUL 1 4 1973 
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would not permit its sale or gift deed. [ 


advised 


that although not impossible, it would be extremely difficult 
for BANKS to sell or give any of his land to a non-Indian. 


LEAD 


MINNEAPOLIS 


AT DULUTH, MINNESOTA 

Will identify I l and determine if 

associated with the American Indian Movement (AIM). 
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^ Jim eussau of 

taUNiCATIONS SECT! CM 


NR 045 LA CODE 

845 PM NITEL 7-IS-73 JJS 

TO DIRECTOR 

MINNEAPOLIS 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


FROM 


teletype 


Mr. Bakfcr _ 

Mr* Callahcm ~ 
Mr, Cleveland 
Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. Gebhardt *. 
Mr, Jenkina .—„ 
Mr. Marshall 
Mj. Miller, E.5. 

Mr. Soyarfi - 

Mr. Thompson^ 
Mr. Walters — 

Tele. Room _ 

Mr. Boise - 

Mr. Barnes - 

Mr. Bowtrs 
Mr. Herinaton _ 

Mr. Conmy- 

Mr. Mint?. - 

Mr. Headley — 
Mrs. Hogan — 
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S ANGELES (70-745S) 


DENNIS .‘JAMESrBANKS, EM- AIM. 


RE-LOS ANGELES NITEL TO THE BUREAU DATED 7-13-73, 


SOURCE|0;Ny WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION \ 

IN THE PAST, ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT CAPTIONED SUBJECT DEPARTED 
LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 7PM 7-15-73, EN ROUTE^X-^ 
RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA. I I * ^ 


INVESTIGATION CONTINUING IN AS EFFORT TO ASCERTAIN 
ANY EXTREMIST ACTIVITY ON HIS PART. LHM WILL FOLLOW. 
ADMINISTRATIVE: SOURCE ONE isl 


jbc-AAG Criminal Di^Sioai 


7 - 2,9 >oy 


l£S JUL 18 Wj 


/ H Attn: 

... h 7 eTocs 

O GCS 



O GCS 

Litigation Uni# / 






DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRGM 
BI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 

B " I I : iOEHAC JJDRE5Q PS ISVEST/GATiOia 

GOMMUMCMQNS SECTION 


CATE 01-23-2020 


CE_ 


\J 

KR006 OC CODE 

1233AM 7-29-73 HITEL DWM 


JUL 23 1973 




t 


Mr. F^-w^ 
h Mr. Bolir I_L 



TO DIRECTOR 100-46248 ATTN: INTO 
CHICAGO 
MINNEAPOLIS 

FROM OKLAHOMA CITY 2P 




DEMMIS JAMES BANKS , CIR - BURGLARY, EM-AIM OKLA CITY 
FILE 157- 1555 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM), NATIONAL CONVENTION, SHITE OAK, 
OKLAHOMA 7/25-8/5/73, EM - Aty. OKLA CITY FILE 157-1469 


1 


iru. -fc) g 

Mr. Collation -*_ blC 

Mr, ClevelcdK* 

Ml. Conrad - 
Mr, Gebharatt 
Mr. Jenkins _ 

Mr* Marshal] _ 

Mr. Miller, ES<_ 

Mr, Soyara _ 

Mr, Thompson_ 

Mr. Waltere _ 

Tela. Hcvom _ 

Mr. Saipa _ 

Mr, Boar as - 

Mr. Bow era _ 

Mr. Hermgton _ 

Mr, Conmy_ 

Mr. Mintz _ 

Mr. Eardley 
Mr a. Hogan 



ON 7/28/73 A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 
IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT DENNIS BANKS IS TO ARRIVE AT TULSA INTER¬ 
NATIONAL AIRPORT, TULSA, OKLAHOMA IN THE AM^OF 7/29/73 AIRLINES 
AND ARRIVAL TIME UNKNOWN, FY.in? / <~>T I ~ & e t>0 


SOURCE ADVISED THAT ONE 


EX-103 


- 3 jul rp=nm 

MAY BE WANTED FOR INVOLVEMENT AT WOUNDED KNEE. 




HAS BEEN AT AIM CONVENTION, WHITE OAK, OKLAHOMA AND IS CURRENTLY 
EN ROUTE TO CHICAGO. 
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PAGE TWO 


0d 15 7- I A 69 

l 

OC; 157- 1555 
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i 


IS BELIEVED TO RESIDE AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES VINITA, WHITE OAK, AND TULSA BEING APPRISED 
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ARRIVAL OF BANKS 

'i 

ADMINISTRATIVE : 


SOURCE CONCEALED IS 


SOURCES HAVE BEEN ALERTED CONCERNING ARRIVAL. *>7d 


CONCEALED BY REQUEST. 


CHICAGO AND MINNEAPOLIS DETERMINE IF 


I 
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FUGITIVE, IF SO ADVISE ST. LOUIS. 

‘ i FOR INFO OF BUREAU, REURTEL 7/28/73, WITH AIM CAPTION 


4, ABOVE 

j 


SOURCES OTHER THAN 


WHO ATTENDED same MEETING AS 


b7D 


ADDITIONAL SOURCES BEING ALERTED AND AS INFORMATION DEVELOPED 


VERIFYING OR NEGATING INFORMATION FROM 


& 


TijfE BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED. 
E(fD 

:{ 


(U) 
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OPTIONAL FORM tfo. 10 
MAY 10«2 EDITION 

9 ~ GSA FFMR (<1 CPR) 101-11.0 


UNITED STATES G^TERNMENT 

Memorandum 


. DIRECTOR, FBI 


°A V 


ft. 


LOS ANGELES (70-7456) (P) 


subject: 


DENNIS JAMES ^BANKS 

em-Aim 

00; Minneapolis 



date: 8/7/73 


He Los Angeles nitels on 7/13* £6, 


A jV 

19/r3 >M*' 


/ A 
/ V 

A / 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of a 
letterhead memorandum (LHM) concerning captioned individual 
with two copies of an FD-376 stapled thereto. One copy of . 
this LHM is being enclosed for Minneapolis in view of their 
investigative interest in the matter. One copy of this LHM 
is being disseminated to Secret Service, Los Angeles, in 
view of subject's affiliation with an organization which i 
has indicated a propensity for violence. \ 


follows: 


Sources utilized in the attached LHM are as 



Source Two \ 

Nonsymboled source/, 
set forth separateljn 


Source Three 


Source Four 


i fiEC W% 


^ // 

(MT 


B AU 6-^3^.1973 


& 



Bureau (Enc 5) \ 1c. / • ' ' ' 

1 - Minneapolis (Ene 1) ■ J 

2 " L R^i Angeles Ofc'f'A | l 

tw/M AUG 24)973 

(5) 



/tt 


Bay U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Flan 
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LA 70-7^56 
LEADS 


LOS ANGELES 

AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA : Will continue to 
contact sources to determine if subject returns to Los 
Angeles and whether or not National American Indian Movement 
Headquarters is relocated in Los Angeles. 
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NONSYMBOLED SOURCE ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Source Two 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. □ Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. 3. or foreign official. 

4* □ Participation in civil disturbances, anti-lb S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. □ Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. □ Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Jg) Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S* 

Photograph pQ has been furnished □enclosed □ is not available. 

Very truly yours, 


Clarence M, Kelley 
Director 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service , Los Angeles 


Enclosure(s) 








In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No, 


f « 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles , California 
August 7, 1973 




DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


This investigation is based on information which 
indicates the subject is engaged in activities which could 
involve a violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 
2383 (Rebellion and Insurrection) or Section 384 (Seditious 
Conspiracy), as indicated hereafter. 

The subject has been identified as being actively 
involved in militant activities of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM). 

Since January 1973* AIM has been actively involved 
in demonstrations and violent confrontations with local 
authorities in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid City 
and Custer areas of South Dakota. From February 27, 1973 3 
through May 8, 1973, AIM leaders and members and their 
supporters occupied the community of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
by force of arms taking a number of the community residents 
as hostages. Before surrendering to Federal authorities 
they engaged in numerous violent and destructive acts and gun_ 
fire was exchanged with Federal authorities resulting in 
the death of two of the'"’insurgents. 


a* 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Unless otherwise noted soprcea -srtilized in this 
document have furnished reliable in the past. 1 

On July 10, 1973.5 source: one a&vased that the 
Los Angeles Chapter of the AIM was planning to hold a meeting 
at the American Indian Cultural Center, 60B South New 
Hampshire, Los Angeles, on July 11, 1973, and that Dennis 
Banks was scheduled to be the guest speaker. 

The AIM is a militant American Indian 
organisation with chapters throughout 
the United States, Dennis Banks is a 
national leader of AIM. 

On July 10, 1973, source two who has furnished 
insufficient information, to determine reusability, advised 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 


that on Julv 10. 1Q7S. Dennis Banks. f 


1 and 



Source two also indicated that while in Los Angeles, 
Banks planned to speak at a meeting of the jLos Angeles 
Chapter of AIM at 7:00 p.m., on July 11, 1W3* 

On July 11, 1973, source three advised that Banks 
appeared at the meeting of the Los Angeles Chapter of AIM on 
July 11, 1973, which was attended by approximately 75 to 100 
individuals. Banks spoke briefly on the American Indian 
problem, but indicated that future efforts on the part of 
AIM would be along "legal lines. 1 ' He indicated that he was 
holding a meeting at Custer, South Dakota, prior to the National 
AIM conference scheduled to be held from July 25, 1973, through 
August 7, 1973, near White Oak, Oklahoma. 


| Ian AIM attorney accompanied Banks *>6 

at the meeting and spoke briefly regarding his efforts to 
organize a team of attorneys to futher efforts to settle 
Indian disputes with the Federal government through legal 
channels. He indicated that to date $500,000 had been 
collected for legal fees, including bail bmds and that an 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


additional $15,000 was needed to free three individuals 
arrested as a result of the Wounded Knee confrontation who 
were still incarcerated. 

On July 13 3 1973 s source four burnished the following 

* ‘ ‘ J b6 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On July 19? 1973? source four advised, that 
Banks spoke at a rally at the Southeast Indian Center, 
Huntington^ Park, California, on July 18, 1973- His speech 
was centered around the events of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, and he was accompanied by Carter Camp, also a 
national AIM leader. 

On July 24, 1973? source five advised that Banks 
appeared at a demonstration sponsored by the committee to 
free Los Tres on July 22, 1973? in Los Angeles. 

The committee to free Los Tres was. 

organized to r aise funds for an appeal 

in the c ase of[~ I 

reierrea to as,— los Trey convicted— 

in November 1971? of assaulting a 

Federal officer. 

Source five advised that the above demonstration 
was attended by approximately 700 people, and that most of 
the speeches delivered by other speakers were directed toward 
Mexican-American grievances. Banks spoke briefly and indicated 
that AIM would be supporting the boycott of Safeway Stores 
who sell produce, not picked by member s of the United Farm 
Workers union which was organized by I I 






NR002 MP PLAIN 

2:2S PM URGENT 9/4/73 JLL 
TO^DIR ECTOR 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-34S) (P)2P 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 
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A?stwir.:7 1 
/{ Admiri* 1 
Comp. Syst. 

Files & Coj 
Gen. In 
[den*. 

Inspection 
Intell. 

Laboratory 

Plan. & Eval. _j 

Spec. Inv. _ 

Training_ 

Legal Coun. . 

Cong. Serv. _ 

|Corr. St Crm. 
Research _ 

[Press Off. _ 



Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _. 


'/ RE MINNEAPOLIS PHONE CALL TO BUREAU 9/4/73* 

ON 9/2/73 SUBJECT APPEARED ON ST. PAUL, MINN., TV STATION 
KSTP (AN AFFILIATE OF NBC) , ON A PROGRAM CALLED "THE CHARLEY 
MC CARTY SHOW”, WHICH IS BROADCAST LOCALLY TO THE MINNEAPOLIS- 
ST. PAUL AREA. THIS SHOW WAS PREVIOUSLY TAPED ON THURSDAY 
EVENING. S/30/73. ... 

DURING MC CARTY’S INTERVIEW OF BANKS, THE SUBJECT REFERRED 
TO A NUMBER OF ATTEMPTED CITIZENS ARRESTS WHICH WERE MADE BY 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WOUNDED KNEE LEGAL DEFENSE/OFFENSE 
COMMITTEE, AND SPECIFICALLY MADE REFERENCE TO "AGENT 
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STATING THAT THE FBI HAS FAILED TO MAKE HIM AVAILABLE 


FOR PROSECUTION. BANKS THEN APPEALED TO THE TELEVISION AUDIENCE^ 
REQUESTING THAT ANYONE WHO HAS THE OPPORTUNITY SHOULD ARREST 
END PAGE ONE fcC-77 
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MP 157-346 
PAGE TWO 

AGENTl I and BRING HIM TO JUSTICE at RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA. 

1 - 1 _ b7C 

BANKS REPEATEDLY MADE REFERENCE TO THE FBI AS HARBORING | 

AND THAT | | WAS CURRENTLY A FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE. 

LHM TO FOLLOW. 

END. 

MAH FBHQ ACK FO ONE 
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Intelligence Division 


JN FORMATIVE NOTE 

p„, g 9/517 3 . 


You have previously been advised 
about members of the Wounded Knee Legal 
Defense/Offense Committee (WKLDOC) at 
Rapid City, South Dakota, harassing our 
Agents working in that area. On 8/6/73 
members of the WKLDOC attempted to make a 


citizen's arrest of SA 


and 


a local arrest warrant was 
issued. 


subsequently 
had already returned to 


San Francisco, his office of assignment. 

Attached indicates on 9/2/73 Dennis 
Banks, national executive director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM), appeared 
on a local St. Paul, Minnesota, television 
program a nd referr ed to the citizen’s 

arrest of__ Ban ks said the FBI has 

failed to make I [ available for prose 


cution and requested anyone in the televis 
audience^who had the opportunity^ to arrest 
1 and bring him to justice at Rapid 


City. 

Pertinent portions of the attached 
are being furnished to the Criminal Divisit: 
of the Justice Department (Internal Securip; 
and General Crimes Sections). 
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SAC, Minneapolis (157-846) 


September 13, 1973 


n/ { Director, FBI (157-29309) 


1 - Minneapolis Field 


4aNK* 



DENNIS JAMES 
EM - AIM 
KEY EXTREMIST 


Subject has been designated as a Key Extremist 
(KE). As you are aware, the purpose of the KE program, is to 
intensify coverage of selected extremists throughout the U.S. 
who pose the greatest potential for revolutionary activity. 

The objective of this program is to develop complete and 
detailed information on their day-to-day activities and future . 
plans. 

Review of subject’s file at FBIHQ indicates a great // 
deal of investigation remains to be conducted in this matter, 1 
Promptly institute investigation to comply with instructions 
relative to the KE program as set forth in the Manual of 
Instructions, Section 122(5). 

Keep FBIHQ advised on a 90-day basis of investigation 
being conducted. In view of subject’s capacity as a national 
leader of AIM, the Denver Office (office of origin for AIM), 
should be kept aware of subject’s activities. 


Assoc. Dir. „ 
Asst. Dir.: 
Admin. _ 
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NOTE: Subject is a national leader of the Americanr-IndrafT 

Movement. He was involved in AIM activities at Wounded Knee. 

—n .. 1 -r _ ^ ^ . J Y7* _ J 1 n m o a tfetll +* F 


compTsyii. South Dakota, and is under Federal indictment as a result"bf 

Frios& Com. —his activities there. Inasmuch as the subject is a K E._ _ 

u?:.' M inneapolis is being instructed to insure investigation 
inspection—complies with instructions in the Manual of Instructions. 
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involved in militant activities of the AIM. 

Since January, 1973, AIM has been actively 
involved in demonstrations and violent con¬ 
frontations with local authorities in 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid City 
and Custer areas of South Dakota. Prom 
February 27 through May 8, 1973, AIM leaders 
and members and their supporters occupied the 
community of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, by 
force of arms taking a number of the community* s 
residents as hostages. Before surrendering to 
Federal authorities, they engaged in numerous 
violent and destructive acts and gunfire was 
exchanged with Federal authorities resulting 
in the death of two of the insurgents. 

A copy of this report is being furnished U. S. 

Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source 

File Where Located 

MP T—1 is 


157-846-137,151 

MP T-2 is 


157—846—172 

MP T-3 is 


157-846-179, 182 

LEAD 



MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 

AT MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 

Will continue to follow activities of subject. 
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1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4. 

5. 


t # 

Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

IjTI The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

□ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau. 

[53 A. suitable photograph g£] is □ is not available. 

Date photograph was taken_ -- 9/14/71 _ 

PI Subject is employed in a key facility and_is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are_ 


6. E^swPQrtisclassified Confidential _ 

(state reason) it contains information from confidential 


because 


informants of continuing value, the unauthorized 
disclosure of which could possible identify informants 
which would be detrimental to the national defense. 


7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) - 

ST1 Subject was not jjj] interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason) 

of activities at Wounded Knee, it is considered 
inadvisable to interview subject. 


8. rj This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 

been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. □ This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 

within the criteria because (state reason) 


10* LJ Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 


I i Submitted 


(dale) 


Placed □ Yes 


□ No 


11- gT] Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index. 

12. □ Subject designated and/or included in; 

□ Key Activist Program □ Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 

□ Key Extremist Program □ Extremist Photograph Album 

_ q* j I Weatherman Photograph Album 
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U*ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF WSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON., D.C. 20535 

September 17, 1973 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


CDHETniBWfTJgg 


RE: 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTER - 
Dear Sir: AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT - 

{KEY EXTREMIST) 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 


1* □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. [x] Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4* )x] Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5* jx] Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6* □ Defector from U* S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7* Scl Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 


Photograph gj has been furnished □enclosed □ is not available. 

Very truly yours, 



Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1) (RM) 
U. S. Secret Service Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosure(s) ( 1 ) (rm) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Copy to: 1 - U* S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM) 


Report of: 
Date: 


September 17, 1973 


Field Office File 157-846 


Title: 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Office: Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 

Bureau File h 157-29309 
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Character: EXTREMIST MATTER - 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (KEY EXTREMIST) 

Synopsis: Subject, who is currently the Executive Director of 

AIM, has been indicted for activities at Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, and is presently free on bond. 
His activities with AIM are set forth. ARMED AND 
DANGEROUS. 


- P - 


DETAILS; 


On February 6, 1973, DENNIS JAMES BANKS, National Field 
Director for the American Indian Movement (AIM), along with other 
members of AIM, was involved in a disturbance at Custer, South 
Dakota. 


fied by[ 
Exempt from 
Da 


tegory 2. 

DeclassificatTUtrt-- ^Indefinite 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The articles of incorporation, of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM), were filed with the 
Minnesota Secretary of State, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, on October 1, 1968, and stated that 
the purpose of this corporation is to solicit 
and broaden opportunities and general welfare 
for the urban Indians in order that he may 
enjoy his full rights as a citizen of these 
United States, also his special rights as an 
Aborigine• 


On Decem ber 18, 1972,|_ 

~[ Judicial, Prevention and Law Enforce¬ 
ment, Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, advised that the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) claims to be an Indian civil 
rights organization whose stated purpose is to 

enhance the social, education, and economic_ 

status of Indians. In reality, however. I 
advised AIM is a militant organization and its 
leaders believe in direct confrontation with 
authority. 

During this disturbance, the Custer County Court 
House received extensive damage and the Custer Chamber of 
Commerce Building, a small log cabin, was burned to the ground* 
Members of the South Dakota State Highway Patrol were injured 
when they attempted to quell this disturbance. Witnesses at 
Custer, South Dakota, reported that DENNIS BANKS attempted to 
commandeer a truck loaded with 9,000 gallons of gasoline. 

On April 10, 1973, DENNIS BANKS was indicted by a 
Federal Grand Jury at Sioux Fnlls, South Dakota, on a charge 
of interfering with a motor vehicle involved in interstate 
commerce. 


BANKS was also involved in the takeover of Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota* 
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On February 27, 1973, members of AIM, with 
non-Indian supporters, seized hostages and 
by force of arms, occupied the town of Wounded 
Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked, six members of AIM were 
wounded, two fatally, two Federal officers were 
wounded, one permanently paralyzed, in several 
exchanges of gunfire between occupants and 
surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, 
the occupation ended by the surrender of the 
remaining occupants. More than 200 arrests 
were made in connection with the occupation. 

As a result of BANKS' activities at Wounded Knee on 
March 20, 1973, he was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury at 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on charges of Crime on an Indian 
Reservation - Burglary, Larceny, Arson; Assaulting a Federal 
Officer; Impeding and Interfering with Federal Officers during 
the commission of a civil disorder; Unlawful Possession of 
Unregistered Firearms (specifically molotov cocktails); and 
Conspiracy. Also in connection with the Wounded Knee incident, 
BANKS was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota, on April 10, 1973, on two counts of Assaulting 
Federal Officers. This indictment was in connection with the 
shooting of an FBI Agent and a United States Marshal, who was 
partially paralyzed. 

On June 25, 1973, BANKS surrendered himself to a 
Deputy U. S. Marshal and an FBI Agent at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and immediately appeared before JAMES H. WILSON, U. S. 
Magistrate, Rapid City, South Dakota, who set bond at $105,000* 
On June 28, 1973, BANKS was released on bond. 


^ 






jBk’-'' ' 








MP 157-846 



MP T—1, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, advised on July 30, 1973, that BANKS was in attendance 
at the AIM National Convention at White Gak, Oklahoma, which was 
held during the period July 25 to August 5, 1973. 

MP T-l advised on August 4, 1973, that DENNIS BANKS, 
as Executive Director of AIM, is the most powerful, single leader 
within this movement. 

The following article appeared in the "St. Paul Dispatch," 
a newspaper of general circulation, at St. Paul, Minnesota, on 
August 4, 1973; 


"AIM Vows 10-Year 
Government Assault 

“White Oak, Okla. The executive director of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), said the organi¬ 
zation will 'launch the greatest assault ever on this 
government. * 

"DENNIS BANKS also outlined AIM's 10-year plan 
Friday to more than 500 Indians at the final session 
of AIM's two-week convention on a privately-owned 
farm near here, a small community 55 miles northeast 
of Tulsa, Okla. 

"BANKS said the first phase of AIM’s program, 
to last two years, consists of an evaluation of Indian 
treaties, and inventory of Indian resources and a 
review of Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) actions. 

"BANKS said AIM attorneys would file 'theft 
and corruption complaints against BIA officials. 

We will reveal acts of BIA terrorism.' 
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“He said AIM would lobby the Congress and 
organized tribal governments to push for repeal 
of the 1934 law which established the federal agency. 

“If AIM is not successful in its challenge 
'through the system, * BANKS said AIM will force 
BIA employees off reservations in 1982. 

“AIM has chosen July 3, 1976, the nation's 
200th birthday, as the date it will cancel *key 
contracts and leases, ' call for free elections for 
all tribal positions, close BlA-operated schools and 
organize a boycott of businesses owned by non Indians 
on reservations, he said. The plan calls for estab¬ 
lishing alternative schools by 1977. 

"He said attorneys would renegotiate the 
business leases on terms more favorable to Indians 
and that court action would be taken to 'recapture 
Indian land and properties.' 

'"AIM will launce the greatest assault ever on 
this government, 1 BANKS said. 'We will use every 
available means. We will work aggressively."' 

On August 13, 1973, MP T-2, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised that BANKS attended the Sioux 
Sun Dance ceremonies at Rosebud, South Dakota, on August 9, 1973. 

Cn August 23, 1973, MP T-3, who has furnished reliable 
info rmation in the past, advised that DENNIS BANKS was in conta ct 

with_| and 

instructed him to issue the following press release: 
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*"Des Moines, Iowa, DENNIS BANKS, National 
Director of the American Indian Movement, announced 
today that teamster activities throughout the nation 
have become oppressive and intolerable to Indians, 

Chicanos, and other groups who struggle for their 
rights* AIM is approaching all national tribal chair¬ 
men to cancel interstate commercial clauses which 
allow teamster-operated carriers access to Indian 
Reservation lands* AIM will restrict carriers to 
non teamster members* Furthermore, AIM will move to 
confiscate all teamster materials, equipment, and 
goods crossing Reservation borders. Current teamster 
repressive behavior including mistreatment and shooting 
of United Farm Workers in California is identical to 
Minnesota killings of the 30's in towns of Austin and 
Albert Lee* These teamster acts cannot be forgotten 
or continues to be tolerated. DENNIS J. BANKS, 

National Director, 515-282-5208.’" 


instructed[ 


MP T-3* o n August 29, 1973, advised that BANKS 
to issue the following press release: 


"'From the Office of the National Executive 
Director: After meeting with principal witnesses 
surrounding shooting of CLYDE BELLECOURT, and after 
confering with National AIM officials, it is the 
judgment of AIM that a major conspiracy exists both 
within and outside of the AIM organisation to commit 
wholesale assassination against AIM leaders. Those 
included to be assassinated include: BELLECOURT, 

RUSSELL MEANS, DENNIS BANKS, and CROWDOG* This 
bizarre death plot was reported by reliable sources 
who have confessed and implied that a large sum of 
money was paid to carry out killings* It is the 
opinion of AIM that those traitors who have chosen 
to commit murder against other Indians must be dealt 
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with by Indian law. It is also the opinion that 
any further attempts to complete the assassination 
plot will result in immediate retaliatory action. 

Because AIM officials have been gunned down all 
security personnel and state co-ordinator will 
convene a special Indian Grand Jury to determine 
further action. In view of jailing and bond 
revocation of CARTER CAMP, JOHN TRUEDELL, National 
AIM Co-Chairman, will assume full responsibilities 
of chairmanship,' National Executive Director 
DENNIS J. BANKS (605) 348-0122, National Press 
Secretary GEORGE C, ROBERTS, (213) 933-5843." 

On the evening of September 2, 1973, subject was 
observed by a Special Agent of the FBI to appear as a guest 
on a St. Paul, Minnesota, television program, Local Station 
KSTP, called the "Charlie McCarty Show." 

During this show, BANKS accused the Fe deral govern- 
ment of complicity in the shooting of AIM leade d" 
and conspiracy to neutralize the effectiveness of AIM leaders. 

BANKS stated that he was in Denver, Colorado, when 
the shooting of| |took place, and charged that Federal 

law enforcement authorities, along with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), under the auspices of the Department of the 
Interior, continue a program of harassment. 

BANKS told the audience that AIM plans on challenging 
the U. S. Government again in the near future. 

BANKS, during the interview, accused the U, S. gover- 
ment of being responsible for the violence attributed to AIM, 
and likened the government support of the Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, Tribal Chairman to its support of the current South 
Vietnamese regime. BANKS stated that the whole country is 
'•Wounded Knee." 


7 






MP 157-846 


THI irTfllIT T 1YT 


During the interview, BANKS stated that the American 
Indian tribes ultimately wished to become an independent nation, 
self-governing, and engage in treaties with foreign powers, while 
continuing to reside within the confines of the Western Hemisphere. 
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Re Los Angeles letter to Bureau 8/7 T3. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of a 
letterhead memorandum "(LHM) concerning captioned individual 
with two- copies of an FD 376 stapled thereto. One copy of 
this LHM. is being furnished to Minneapolis Division in view 
of their interest in the subject. One copy is being furnished 
to Secret Se-iyice, Los Angeles, in view of the subject's 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITERS TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angeles, California 
September 10, 1973 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTERS - 
AMERICAN INDIAN 
MOVEMENT __ 

On August 19? 1973? an employee of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation at Los Angeles, California,, .obtained 
a tape recorded copy of a publicly aired television program 
■on which Banks, National Field Director, and Ramon. Oil)* 

ilRouh.ide.aux, G.enexal—Son s ul—for — t h e_Am e r lean _I n di an -Mo v e - - 

'ment^, were guests. The program entitled, ^Impacto” was 
"aired in Los Angeles on August 19? 1973? on television 
channel 4, KNBC Television. The master of ceremonies for 
the program vjas not identified. The following is a 
transcription of the program: 


This document contains neither recommendations rtor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents a te not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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KNBC Ch. 4 "IMPACTO” 
“WOUNDED KNEE” 

8/19/T3 
1:30 p.m, 

UNKNOWN MADE (UM): 

i 

! 


UM: . 



Since 1672 the United States 
Government has signed 
4'11 treaties with various 
Indian tribes, but Indians 
feel that many of these 
treaties have been broken, 
and it goes without 
saying that frustrations 
and anger that build¬ 
up to Wounded Knee we-re 
long overdue. The film 
you are about to see 
depicts some of the anger 
and frustrations that 
occurred at Custer, South 
Dakota. 

FILM. 

Good afternoon this 
is (Unintelligible).. This 
afternoon we’re going to 
talk about Wounded Knee and 
what happened there and two 
people who are here to discuss 
it with us are Mr. Dennis Banks, 
who is National Field Director 
for the American Indian Movement 
and Mr. Ramon Roubideaux, General 
Consul for the American Indian 
Movement, welcome gentlemen to 
Impacto. Mr. Banks, you were 
at Wounded Knee where there was 
a confrontation for 71 days between 
the massei forces of the United States 



L 
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Government and the Indians 
of Wounded Knee, Are 
there JLikely to he more 
Wounded Knee type 
confrontations any time 
soon? 

BANKS: -I think before that this 

war ends that you will 
see 50 more Wounded 
Knee’s happening all 
across this country, 

UM: You say a war* what war 

are you talking about? 

BANKS: I’m talking about the war, 

that, that this Government 
has declared against us 
since 1894 , since the 
establishment of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and since the creation 
of the Indian Re-Organization 
Act of 193-4. Uhh these, 
these, these acts,, policies 
which they have passed 
against the community without 
without Indian approval 
'■ \ has, has cause untold misery 
,, and, and, and murder and'death 

uhhh to happen on the reservation • 
against Indian people and, and as long 
as conditions like that exist 
against Indian people and are condoned 
by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
a Government agency, I consider 
that to be an act of war. I 
considered it war against all 
Indian people by this- Government. 
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UM: Do you have plans right 

now for any other Wounded 
Knee type confrontations? 

» TKi.fc. , *.*.u ** , 

BANKS: Uhh we have plans, 

of course, to straighten 
out all kinds of corruption 
on on a lot of reservations* 

Our plans .of course, uhhh, 
don’t include, you know, 
any, for any immediate 
uhhh, uhh physical a 
confrontation with this 
Government, hut if the 
conditions call for it 
today, if it calls for 
it this very hour, a 
Wounded Knee could happen 
any place in the United, 
any place on ther reservation. 

UM: Mr. uhh (Unintelligible) when 

• • we talk about war, uhhh 

in the 'xhe tor leal (phonetic) sense, 
and also in the sense of 
confrontation between armed 
men, uhh you’ve talked about war in 
another sense, the legal sense, 
how do you justify the use 
of that term in the legal sense? 

RAMON: ' Uhhh we’re confronted 

with a governmental system 
that has completely smothered 
the Indian people, smothered 
them so badly that even in our 
court system in many cases Indian 
people aren 3 t receiving the 
consideration they should receive 
under the laws of this land. 
Consequently in -defending our people 
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UM: 

RAMON: 


UM: 


RAMON: 


who are accused of crimes 
in connection with the 
Wounded Knee confrontation, 
uhhh we are going to 
enlist the aid of many 
volunteer attorneys 
throughout the country. 

Uh ummm. 

To uhh launch a massive 
legaLassau.lt against 
the people who would 
deny these equal protections 
to us in the court system. 

A little later on we'll 
ask you for an address 
that people can write 
to or a phone number if 
they want mure information, 
but I think you also raise 
the matter of jurisdiction 
when we were talking earlier. 
The matter of jurisdiction 
over the uhh Indian uhh, 
uhhh nations geographic 
territories, do you want 
to do into that a little 
bit? • • 

Well we feel that the 
treaty system of the 
treaties that were entered 
into by this Government 
with the.Indian tribes 
throughout the United States 
were unilaterally cut off in 
1871 * uhh and since that time 
a succession of congressional 
enactments have taken a way from 
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the Indian people their 
right to govern themselves, 
have taken away many other 
things of monetary value, 
such as mineral rights, 
water rights, hunting and 
fishing rights, uhh their 
rights to compensation 
for uhh power lines to go 
across Indian lands. Many 
things like that were not 
given up in our treaties 
and we maintain today that 
despite unilateral action 
by the Congress of the 
United States in bit by 
bit taking away ail of 
our sovereignty tha t we 
still from an international 
legal standpoint, v/e still 
have the status of sovereign 
nations and still are 
entitled to these rights 
of self-government. 

So the martial law 
conditions for example 
at Wounded Xnee with 
Federal Marshals on 
the reservation in your 
view constitute what? 

Invasion by a foreign 
power into your uhhh, 
into your national 
territory or what? 

You could look at it that 
way, we feel that the actions 
of the Federal forces are 
not authorized, that they 5 re 
illegal and that they ! re 
void. And that they have 
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no business coming on 
«*our w reservation and 
brutalizing our people 
who are merely protecting 
their personal and property 
rights. 

BM: ‘ Mr. Banks Is this a 

situation in which the, 
the contestant or the party 
with greater power of 
armed forces is going' 
to prevail uhh is there 
any was how can you 
possibly hope to fight 
the mass power of the 
United States Government 
with all of its uhhh, 
all of its armed forces, 
and all of its- capability 
to mobilise force against 
you if it comes to that, 
how are you going to fight 
that? 

BANKS: Of course, militarily we 

we we couldn t t last uhh 
more than one second 
••• • • against the, against this 
- ' government in terms of use, 

in wha-t they used against 
us at Wounded Knee, they 
• used tanks, a .50 caliber 
machine guns, they used 
hand grenades, they used 
gas, everything that constitutes 
uhh you know, in in war material 
that they used against us, 
but we're going to have to 
approach this you know in a 

„ . shotgun approach when using,- of 

course, worldwide approach uhh 


- 7 - 



in gaining worldwide attention 
by trying to create an inter¬ 
national treatie (Unintelligible) 
that would push you know are 
cases to the, to the 
world court, the other 
of course is to, to question 
the jurisdiction of, of, of 
that, this government, the 
United States Government on the, 
on the reservations of United 
States. I think that uhh a clear 
example of how their, their, 
their using the double system 
or the duel system of jutice 
against us, is a, is a, is a crime 
uhhh whereby uhhh Indians uhhh 
I,- I’m a member of the (Unintell¬ 
igible) you know if I cross the 
1 border and went to Mexico to 
live I would become an alien 
to the United States Government, 
where, whereby I wouldn’t become 
an alien to the (Unintelligible) 
nation I would still be a member 
of the (Unintelligible) tribe 
in, in, in, Minnesota or Wisconsin 
or where ever it’s at. And, and 
you know we have to answer some 
of these questions of jurisdiction 
and question the, the immigration 
laws here in the United States 
as they relate to Indian people. 

Uh unlmmm. 

And, and we have, you know 
if Indian people began to question 
the immigration laws themselves 
you know we would certainly 
be booting a lot of people 
out of this country who vre 
felt were aliens.- 





UM: 


BANKS: 


UM: 


BANKS: 


Who are the aliens in 
this country? 

Every non-Indian that 
is in this country. 

That’s a rhetorical 
question almost, so 
let me ask you* was, 
wa s Wounded Knee a 
planned situation or 
was it spontaneous as 
something that happened 
because of the conditions. 

Uhhh Wounded Knee happened 
uhhh the February 27 th 
action you know wasn't uhhh 
spontaneous, it, it was 
it, it, there was a series 
of events with which, 
and I can't go back six 
months or one year or 
five years amd. began to, 
to uhh find out what, 
you know where it started, 
but Wounded Knee began, 
you know in |.n 1934, with 
the Indian Reorganisation Act, 
which gave and uhhh took the 
control of the, the self-govern¬ 
ment away from the chiefs, the 
traditional chiefs and headsmen 
and gave them to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, you knoxv 
that was the beginning of Wounded 
Knee, the creation of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs itself was was 
the beginning of Wounded Knee 
and, in 1849., you know I I can't 
say where Wounded Knee began, it 
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UM: 

BANKS: 


UM: 

BANKS: 


began in 1890 when, and when 
Federal troops massacred 
Indian people, you know 
at Wounded Knee, you know 
these, all or these things 
led up to the February 27th 
action and that’s why 
I’m saying that, that, that. 

Wounded Knee can happen 
on any reservation right now, 
because the conditions, 
as a matter of fact the 
conditions at Wounded Knee 
have gotten worse, you know 
they, they, they’ve declared mart.ha 1 
law on the reservation, uhhhh 
United States Marshals on, on 
the reservation, FBI Agents on^ 
on the reservation, you Know we 
have to begin to question these 
people, you know and their real 
intent because they’re trying to 
destroy the (Unintelligible) 

Civil Rights Organization from 
Impeaching that president, 

Uh ummramm. 

You know the same kind of 
problem that what’s going 
across in this government 
today, you know they’re trying 
to uhhhh they found grounds 
to impeach President NIXON, 

We. have found grounds to 
impeach, you know President 
WILSON. 

President WILSON, 

You know, but nobody’s going 
to do it, you know because 
this government Is using all of 
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its material strength, all 
of its technical strength 
'“ >,t to" provide or to prevent 
any kind of impeachment 
proceedings from happening, 
that’s what happening at 
Wounded Knee, that’s what 
happening and all across 
this resery all, every 
reservation. 

WM: Do you think that the 

confrontation at Wounded 
Knee was a mistake looking 
hack on it now? 

BANKS: I think that: it was a 

mistake that we ended 
it. 

UM: .{XTntnfceT- ligihle) eontinued 

that confrontation. 

BANKS: Because this government did 

not live up to the treaty 
that they signed May* 5th, 
or May 8th, or March 8th. 

.The same trick they used 
... % on, on our chiefs back in, 
since they began signing- 
the treaties. They used 
that same trick at Wounded 
Knee and we layed down our 
weapons, we, we surrendered 
and a, and a, two hours 
after the treaty was signed 
they began to file a,, their 
own treaty, they began to use uhh 
dictatorial terms', they began 
to imprison our people, they 
began to harass us on the 
reservation and’that continues 
today, and, and,, and that same. 
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this; government, you know 
is using the same trick, 
it Used-ife. at. Wounded Knee, 

It•l'L Use it again tomorrow, 
that‘s why I'm saying that, 
that Wounded Knee can 
happen again tomorrow or 
today, right this very 
hour. 

UM: Mr. Roubideaux is there 

anyway to enforce the 
treaty that was .recently 
signed ending the confron¬ 
tation of Wounded Knee, 
is there anyway you can 
get some equity into that 
treaty? 

RAMON: I think the only way that 

we’re going to enforce 
those treaty provisions 
and receive any justice 
under them is for world 
opinion and also- the opinion 
of the people of the United 
States that will force this 
government to live up 
to its obligations. Now 
that doesn’t seem like a, 
a very immediate solution, 
however, its really all we 
have. Uhh for years the 
government has hidden from 
the American people its 
oppression and stealing from 
Indian people and the fact that 
90 percent of the tax dollars 
go to bureaucrats, they live in 
the fine houses, they drive the 
fine cars and the great majority 
of our Indian people are living 
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In abject poverty. 

You’re talking about 
the people who work 
for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for example. 

That’s right. 

Yes, now uhh we before 
Wounded Knee there was 
another incident, a major 
Incident, in, in Custer, 

South Dakota* and I, we 
have some film of that, 
and uhh, and uhh, I think 
we’d like to show that now. 

Pine. 

FILM. 

Mr. Banks who’ve said 
that one of the ways 
in which you can combat 
the forces of the United 
States Government is by 
gaining uhh some broad 
support in the American 
people and in the whiter 
community. Do you feel 
that the- events of Custer 
and the events of Wounded 
Knee have, have uhh strengthen 
your case, have gotten -you 
more sympathy and more support 
than you had before these 
events took place, in the 
broader population. What has 
been your, your, your feeling 
about this, what reaction have 
you had? 






I think that the general 
response we got from the 
American people public 
is an indication that uhh, 
that they are also dis¬ 
satisfied wifch, with the 
conditions that face Indian 
people on reservation, and 
and, its, its to those 
people that we're appealing 
for, for, for general 
help, you know we have 
to uhh, uhh*.. 

Lieutenant how much kind 
of help do you need, now 
in re specific terms, have 
you some ideas about 
what you need perhaps uhh? 

Well we’re gonna uhh, uhh, 
we have uhh over 2GO people 
that uhh are under indictment 
by the Government and we *-ve 
raised a half a million 
dollars for the bail. I’m, 

I'm on, on bail myself 
for a hundred and five thousand, 
uhhh and I'm facing a hundred 
and five years, and you know that's 
ironic because uhh the average 
life span of an Indian is only 
44.5 years and uhh you know they’re 
only going to squeeze about 
another three years out of me, 
and you know, we're gonna have to 
need another, another million 
dollars for, for legal defense, 
and this is i;he kind of support 
you know we're asking for the 
American public to help us, you 
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UM: 


RAMON: 


UM: 

RAMON: 


Mt 


know to have our day in court, 
whether its in the Federal court 
or whether its in, in, in 
a world court. You know we’ve 
got to have that day. 

When, when are these trials 
likely to come up, when are 
they, they likely to begin, 
any idea Mr.. Roubideaux. 

I think it will be several 
months, perhaps even 
a year before these cases 
are tried, we have a great 
number of preliminary motions 
that are now being presented 
and argued in court, and of 
course we don’t expect that uhh 
those motions, are going to 
receive very favorable consider¬ 
ation, but if they’re not, 
we’re gonna appeal those to 
the Supreme Court. 

Uh ummmm. 

Uhh we plan on uhh giving 
these Indians their rights 
under this law even though 
the government is doing 
everything it can to keep 
these people from being 
properly represented and, 
and properly heard in the 
court system of this land. 

Now if some of our viewers 
want to help, if they 
want -to get more information 
is there some place they 
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can reach you, can they 
write some place or can 
they call some place to 
get more Information. 

RAMON: Yes, we’ve established 

uhh a legal office in 
Rapid City, South Dakota, 
d^hh it’s called the 

^^laund e d—Kn e e^Legal Jle£en 3e 

^ Jiimd,~Box_L4?.,_^Rapxd—.Cii y , 
^Sojxth»I)a.kotaj. Area code 
57701. And there the 
funds that come in. 

KM: That's the zip code 57701. 

RAMON: Right, right. Uhh these 

funds are deposited in 
an account that's strictly 
controlled, uhh books are 
kept and a complete accounting 
is made of all funds that 
are contributed for this 
legal defense. 

UM: We need funds. How bout 

volunteer help. Do you 
need volunteers or or 
is it mainly money thatt you’re 
after right at this moment. 

RAMON: It’s mainly money,, although 

we do need specialized 
help. We need people who 
are uhh adept to trial 
work and investigation work 
aiid people who are, possess 
special skills in the criminal 
defense field. 
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RAMON: 


RAMON: 


don’t need people 
to come in and help you 
organize, you’ve got your 
own uhh skill organizer, 
is that right, your own 
leadership in in in the 
Indian community, 

4 

Right. Uhh well also 
I mentioned earlier too 
that conditions on the 
reservation, particularly 
at Pine Ridge have been 
getting worse and last 
week we established a a 
grocery line from Rapid 
City to to Wounded Knee 
because there’s still 62 
families that are being 

ii 1 6u 'Ulilx 5VOO61 Ico 3 nd 

and the eredlt they enjoyed 
prior to the Wounded Knee 
situation.. 

(Unintelligible) they can’t 
buy groceries on credit. 

Right, there, there 
you know the tribal 
government has, or the 
tribal president has 
taken steps to have the 
62 families’ credit cut 
off on the reservation and 
the surrounding towns. 


TJh ummmm. 


RAMON: 


And uhh -we’ve had to 
you know it’s running 
us about 300 dollars a de-y 
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now for groceries you know 
► .»*» supply, uhh the 62 

families. 

UM: (Unintelligible) are you thinking 

of taking this case to the 
United Nations. 

KAMON: Uhh we certainly* that’s 

certainly a possibility, 

Uhh we hate* it"would 
be a terrible thing if 
we had to go to get the 
help that we want to the 
United Nations or to foreign 
countries, but we need help 
very badly and we’ll do 
anything we can to get 
justice for our Indian 
people. 

UM: Have you contacted any 

. friendly foreign governments 
at this, point who might 
help you, 

RAMON: Not as yet, 

UM: ;V *\. What about other groups 

- within the United States, 

, do you feel that the 

Chicano community for 
example is potential ally 
or the black community 
are the potential <21ies, 

• -RAMON:. Certainly, you know that's 

one of the reasons why 
we're out here in this 
area is to generate 

*■ support from other ethnic 
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groups because of the 
tremendous uhh voting 
power that they have, 
uhh you know, they they 
enj-oy a bigger block of of 
voting than than American 
Indians uhh have because 
they there’s only about 
700,000 Indians in the 
United States and uhh we’re 
out here to, to hopefully 
generate a a large coalition 
between Chicanes, between 
blacks, and between Asians. 

Uh ummmm. 

To, to bring about this 
massive worldwide and and 
nationwide support that 
we need. 

Is there 700,000 Indians 
right now, how many were 
there when the white man 
came to them on this 
continent. 

About a million. 

About a million, about 
a million. We have 
Uhh a little bit over a 
minute left uhhh Mr. 

Banks and uhh I I 
think it would be very 
appropriate' if you could 
uhh, uhh .make a closing 
remark to our viewers about 
uhh the urgency in the 
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situation where you need 
people and what you think 
ought to happen. And you 
have about a minute and 
kind of rap it up with 
tha t. 

BANKS? I think that the uhhh 

the the the viewers you 
know should concentrate 
■ • uhh their efforts towards 
contacting uhh senators 
and the and the lav; makers 
of this country .to ask 
them to, to re-examine 
these treaties and and 
to re-study them, in in 
• hopes that Indian people 
can can re-open the treaties 
that we have signed with 
this country, re-open 

s so yovi 

know we might have self- 
government on the reservation. 
Re-open the treaties so that 
uhh if the commitments are 
fulfilled you knov/ you won 1 1 
find Indian people committing 
suicide on the reservation. 

You wouldn’t find (Unintelligible) 
being driven to, to alcohol 
and you wouldn’t find an 
early death rate, and these 
are the conditions that that 
face us daily on the 
reservation. If the lav/ makers 
are strongly urged to re-open 
some of these treaties-, I’m 
sure that it’ll do a 
great service to Indian people 
all across, this country* 
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Mr. Eoubideaux thank you 
very much for being here 
this afternoon. I hope 
our viewers will respond 
to your request for help 
certainly it *s long overdue. 
Mr. Banks I can only wish 
you the best in, in your 
fight for a fair trial 
and we will do what we 
can to make sure that 
you get at least the trial 
that you deserve, a fair 
one. 

Thank you very much. 

Thank you very much for 
being with us ladies and 
gentlemen, we'll see you 
again next Sunday, Good 
afternoon. 
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LHM dated and captioned as above. A copy of this HI M 
is being provided to the united States Attorney, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, because of their prosecutive interest 
in the subject. Enclosed for san Francisco is one copy 
of LHM for information. 
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BANKS during the program interview made numerous 
allegations against the united States Government and the 
performance of the FBI in carrying out law enforcement 
duties in relation to the Wounded Knee takeover and 
incidents that occurred on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 

The identity of the Agent who observed BANKS 
on television is SA I 1 

Minneapolis does not have a characterization 
for the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee. 


for 


Minneapolis does not have a characterization 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
^FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICA^^N 
-Minneapolis, Minnesota 
September 7, 1973 




DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
/ •' EXTREMIST MATTERS 

i On the evening of September 2, 1973, Dennis 
James Banks was observed by a Special Agent of the 
Federal Bureau of investigation to appear as a guest 
on a local KSTP, St, Paul, Minnesota, television program 
called The Charlie Me Carty Show. 


Characterization of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM),. Wounded 
Knee, and the AIM leaders can 
be found on the appendix pages 
attached hereto. 


During the opening moment s of the•interview 
Banks stated that I J as a result of being 


shot by Carter Camp, was currently being hospitalized at 
the "Baptist Hospital”, Winner, South Dakota and was in 
need of Type "A" blood along with donations of money. 
Banks stated that the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
planned on convening an “Indian Grand jury" in the near 
future, to investigate the circumstances surrounding the 
shooting. Banks accused the Federal Government of 
complicity in the shooting arid conspiring to neutralize 


tb 


effectiveness of AIM leaders. 


(In regard to the | _ | shooting 

incident, three subjects have been identi¬ 


fied, with two men currently in custody 
for violation of Title 18, Section 1153, 
United States Code and Section 22-18-11 
of the South Dakota Criminal law.) 
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DENNIS JAMESBANKS 
EXTREMIST MAKERS 



Banks stated that he was in Denver, Colorado, 
when the shooting took place and charged that Federal 
law enforcement authorities along with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA), under the auspices of the Department 
of the Interior, continue a program of harassment. 


At this point in the interview. Banks claimed 
that he and a group of his followers were "shot at when . 

I departed Rapid City, South Dakota, to tape the show." 

(No complaint has been received by federal 
or local law enforcement authorities by 
Banks concerning his allegation that he 
was shot at when he departed Rapid City, 

South Dakota on August 30, 1973.) 

Banks continued to deride the Federal Government, 
particularly the Federal Bureau of investigation for what 
he alleged to be its failure to enforce the laws on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation and.charged that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation failed to take action when a nine- 
year .old girl from Wounded Knee,. South Dakota was shot 
by a "BIA goon". Continuing to attack the Bureau, Banks 
changed that the Federal 'Bureau of investigation has failed 
to pursue various civil rights investigations that were 
brought to its attention by AIM and that the Federal 
Bureau of investigation and the United states Marshals, 
because of the "beating they received from AIM at Wounded 
Knee," are seeking revenge, by relentlessly harassing him 
and his organization. 


(The shooting incident involving a nine- 
year old girl from Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota is currently under intensive 
investigation. To date, no subject of-... 
subjects have been identified. 

All Civil Rights violations that have 
been brought to the attention of the 
Federal Bureau of investigation have been 
actively pursued and intensively 
investigated. Results of these preliminary 
investigations have been presented to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Washington, D.C.) 





DENNIS JAME^ANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTERS 



(Affidavits have been taken from all Agent 
personnel concerning harassment charges by 
members of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/ 
Offense Committee in Rapid City, South Dakota 
and it has been determined that no violations, 
exist. This committee is currently pursuing 
..a restraining order against the Federal ' - 
Bureau of Investigation and hearings pursuant 
to this order were held on September 1, 

1973 with United" States Court Judge Andrew 
Bogue presiding at Deadwood, South Dakota. 

Judge Bogue*s decision remains pending.) 

Banks also cited an incident, where a seven- 
year old Indian boy was struck by a truck driven by a 
White man, who was arrested by BIA Police, and was 
released by the local united States Attorney. Banks 
then reflected over these incidents stating, **it looks 
like we will have to make a'better commitment to the 
india-ns at Pine Ridge." • * 

(On August 29, 1973, a White man was arrested 
and ch&rgeC wiih violation of Title 18, Section 
1152 and 1X12 of the united States Code 
(invdTuntsry manslaughter), for running 
over a seven year old Indian boy on the 
Pine" Ridge, South Dakota Indian Reserva- 
' tion. This individual has been released 
1 on personal recognizance bond and is 

1 currently awaiting trial.) 

Banks told the audience that AIM plans on 
challenging the United States Government again in the „ 
future and that Russell Means will run for Oglala Sioux 
Tribal Chairman, during the next tribal elections.' — 

(Election for Oglala Sioux Tribal Chairman 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is 
scheduled to be held during November, 1973 0 

Russell Means, an enrolled member of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe at the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation, is eligible to run 
for this office.) 
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DENNIS JAHE^ANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTERS . 



Banks during the interview, accused the United 
States Government of being responsible for the violence 
attributed to AIM and likened the Government’s support 
of the pine Ridge Tribal Chairman, to its support of the 
current South Vietnamese regime. Banks stated that the 
whole country is bounded Knee.” 

f 

•• Banks claimatf that a Rapid City construction 
company, which was recently awarded a ”1.5•million dollar 
contract” was a ”froni” for the pine Ridge Tribal Chairman 
and the BIA. 

(No charges or allegations have been 
received concerning Banks' claim that a 
Rapid City construction company, which 
according to him, had received a lucrative 
Government contract, is a front for the 
Pine Ridge Indian Tribal Chairman or the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. It is not 
known if such a contract even exists.) 

! During the interview, an unidentified, neatly 

dressed, attractive, blond Caucasian woman, wearing square, 
clear glasses, was recognized by Mr. Me Carty, from the 
audience. This woman asked Banks about the incident 
involving an assault by a Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Agent against a.member of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/ 
Offense Committee. Banks replied that four citizens’ 
ar::ests against Federal Bureau of investigation Agents 
for assaults, were made by member s of this committee 
ana that a Special Agent \ l of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation is currently a fugitive and was being 
harbored by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Banks 
repeatedly criticized the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
for “failure to arrest their own”. Banks then appealed 
toj the general television audience and requested any 
citiz en who ha d the opportunity, to apprehend Special 
Agent f~ I and “bring him to justice at Rapid City, 

South Dakota.« 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTERS 



(Members of the Wounded Knee Legal Defense/ 
Offense Committee at Rapid City, South 
Dakota made four citizens* arrests against 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Agents on 
fictitious assault charges. No charges 
were filed with the exception of as sault 
charges filed against Special Agentf 


Affidavits from Agent personnel 


who witnessed the incident deny any assault 
taking place. A loca l arrest warrant was 
issued for Agent l 
South Dakota. Agent[ 


in R apid City, 

however, had 


been released from duty at the Rapid City 
Command Post and had returned to his office 
of assignment. A motion was filed in United 
States District Court, Rapid City, South 
•Dakota, on September 6, 1973 to have this 
matter transferred to United States District 
Court under provisions of Title 28, Section 
1442, U. S. Code.) 

Banks proceeded to give the audience a little 
of his personal history stating that he lived in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, from 1960-1966. 

Commenting on AIM, he advised that it currently 
consists of 65 autonomous chapters located nationwide and 
boasted a membership of **55,000.** He advised that the 
State of Oklahoma has 22 chapters and that three Navajo 
Chapters were recently created. 

Mr. Me Carty asked Banks if he carried a gun. 

Banks hesitated momentarily and replied in the negative. 

When Mr. Me Carty challenged him, saying that there was 
evidence that he had carried a .32 caliber revolver 
while at Wounded Knee, Banks stumbled, verbally appeared . . 
to be embarrassed and when he began to defend himself, 

Mr. Me Carty interceded by saying, ***’that this was a 
easel of self defense” and the matter was dropped. 


Banks stated that the American Indian tribes 
ultimately wished to become an independent nation, self 
governing and engage in treaties with foreign powers, 
while continuing to reside within the confines of the 
Western hemisphere. 
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DENNIS jAUESfttANKS 
EXTREMIST IfflWERS 


Banks in conclusion, advised that AIM's funding 
was currently derived solely from its membership and no 
other sources,. 

All American Indian Movement (AIM) leaders 
referred t<? in the body of the LHM are 
ourremtly tinder Federal indictments based 
cm charges stemming from the Wounded Knee, 

/ South Dakota- insurrection. 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS . 
EXTREMIST MATTERS 


appendix page 


The articles of incorporation 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), as 
obtained from the Minnesota Secretary of 
State, St. Paul, Minnesota, state that the 
purpose of this corporation is to solicit 
and broaden opportunities and general welfare 
for.the urban Indian in order that he may 
enjoy his full rights as a citizen of these 
United States, also his special rights as an 
Aborigine. 


. _ „ On December IS, 1972, |__ 

j judicial, prevention 
and Law Enforcement, Bureau of Indian 
-Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis,- Minnesota, 
advised that the American Indian Movement 
-(AIM) claims to be an Indian civil rights 
organization whose stated purpose is to 
enhance the social,educational,and economic 
status of Indians. In reality, however, 

|advised AIM is a militant organization 
ana its leaders believe in direct confrontation 
with authority. ’ 








DENNIS JAMES BANKS . 
EXTREMIST MATTERS 


APPENDIX PAGE 


• 

Dennis James Banks, 



[and Russell Means 

are publicly 


recognized leaders of the American Indian 
Movement. 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTERS’ * 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of investigation.. • 
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Minneapolis, Minnesolj^ 
September 5, 1973 
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Title 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Character EXTREMIST MATTERS 

Reference Minneapolis air tel and 

letterhead memorandum dated 
and captioned as above at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities are concealed 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 
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Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (P) 


date: 9/17/73 


subject: 


DENNIS JAMES^ANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: MINNEAPOLIS 
Bufile 157-29309 
MP 157-846 




Re Bureau airtel to Albany, dated July 5, 1973. 

Captioned subject was recently approved as a key 
extremist within the Minneapolis Division. 

Observation of subject by a Special Agent of the 
FBI has determined that he has no fixed address, and is 
almost continually in a travel status often staying in motels 
when he is in the Rapid City, south Dakota area, and at other 
motels throughout the United,, States. * _ 

* B&ys'y-.y?:■■■;- / 

The telephone number utilized most frequently by i 
the subject is that of the Wounded Khee Legal Officers and 
Defense Committee in Rapid City, South Dakota, which is 
headed by | | for the American Indian Move¬ 

ment (AIM). It is noted that this telephone is used by an 
extensive number of individuals as well as by the subject. 
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MP 157-846 


Since s ubject has no fixed address or telephone 

number# he is not_at this time; 

however # should he in the future have a fixed address# an 
Iwill be submitted*. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 












Jk 

WAV tSE EDITION 

GSA FFMR (41 cfh) id 1*1 us 

UNITED STATES GC^RNMEN’ 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES Gd^RNMENT 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


date: 9/26/73 


nfrom : SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


subject: 


EM - AIM 


Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau datedr8/7/73 and 
captioned as above. ' 

Referenced airtel*s date is incorrect* Date 
should be 3/7/7 3, vice 8/7/73. 


/5 7 - 


NOT RECORDED 
2 OCT 1 1973 



24Bureau (RM) 

t-San Francisco (INFO) (RM) 
7 -Minneapolis 
(2-157-846) 

(1-157-1458) 

(1-157-722) 

(1-70-6866) 

(1-70-6864) 

(1-70-6832) 

RKT:dea ?.*'•“ 

rdo) ^ " y 9>„: 


Buy U,S, Savings BoMs^mgularly ^’n-tbe'Payr'-dll Savings Plan 

















OPTIONAL*FO f?M NO. |0 

MAY 1*** EDITION 

GSA PPMR (4J CFR) IOMf.6 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 



l 


t 


TO 


FROM : 


subject: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 9/17/73 

ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AIM 

(KEY EXTREMIST) 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 



Re Bureau airtel to Albany, dated 8/9/73, captioned 
"American Indian Section, Single Fingerprint File, 
Latent Fingerprint Section, Identification Matter, 
Extremist Matters." 


J 


/ 


■J 

v) 
\ . 


) 


Subject BANKS has FBI Number 118-417-D. 


j 

/ • 

In accordance with instructions in referenced airtel,^ 
subject should be included in the American Indian Section of 
the single Fingerprint File. 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 




vto 


Vi 


v* Ws 


REC-36 / 




'if. ' : 

7 d : 1! 


DTD:cnik 

> ... 

7- 


V. \>X 

r' . \ oh'' 




v:-r 


* * 


0 


° S£P 19 1973 

/$tc 

•) j , * 


jOio-toa-M 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

_ ^ - ''*""*"* 







OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
MAY 1963 lOltlOH 
OSA C£N, MO, MO. 27 


2010-106 


UNITED STATES GC^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


- Mr. W, V, Cleveland 




FROM 


subject: denn i blanks - fugitive 

EXTREMIST MATTERS - AIM 



Assoc. Dir. -- 

Asst* OJf.: 

Admin._ 

Camp. Syst, _ 

Ext. Affairs _ b6 
Fites & Com. b7C 

Gen. Inv. „_ 

Jdent. _ 

Inspection ... ... . 

Intel!._ j 

Loborotory __4 

Plan. & Evot^__ 


lr,v * —— 
4*^^ Training_ 


Training_ 

Logal Court. _ 

Telephone Rm. 
Dlroctor SecV . 


Assistant Legat, 


Ottawa, phoned 4:50pTmT7 
ation received from 



Duty Supervisor |_ I Division Nine, 

advised following which Duty Supervisor | 

Minneapolis Field Office, advised 5:10 p.m. Latter said he 
would alert the Rapid City Command Post to. the above infor¬ 
mation and would phone or teletype any significant developments 

Hiis-38 7$ y - aS3c, r -f 

ACTION : Referred to Section IS-1, which has investigative * 

responsibility in this matter. 


WJM:meg 






31 - 112 . 


10 OCT u ,973 














Airtel 


10/19/73 


To: SAC , Minneapo.l i s 

From: Director, FBI (157-29309) 

DENNIS ^ANKS 


Promptly submit letterhead memorandum (IBM) under‘ above* 
caption setting forth status of criminal prosecution against subject 
and all terms of his current Federal bond. / 


CAM: dir j $0' 

( 4 ) <r 


NOTE: 


By letter dated 10/11/73 the[ 


I _| In order to furnish 

with information relative to Banks’ bond terms, Minneapolis is being 
instructed to submit IBM setting forth such terms. 


Assoc. D!(. _ 

Assl. Dfr.: 

Attain. _ 

Comp, Syst. _ 

Ext. Affairs_ 

Filos & Com. . 

Gon. Inv. _ 

Idont. _ 

inspection _ 

tntoll. „_ 

Loborotory _ 

Plan. ^ Ey«jl. 

Spec. Jnv. __ 

Training_ 

Logo! Coun. _- 

rte Rm. 
hoctor Sec'y 


.|1 c 

REC-57, / -> ^^/ c y 


RAILED 22 

OCT 181973 

FBI 1 

W-,-c‘ lV 4 

$8 OCT o 3 ‘{ksyCty 


OCT 18 7973 


MAIL ROOM 


TELETYPE UNIT i 1 
















\ssoc. Dir. _ 
Vsst. Dir.: 

Admin.__ 

Syst. „ 
E*t. Affairs _ 
!f ll«$ & Com. 

,Gen. Inv. _ 

Jdont* _ 

Inspection _ 

Intel I. _ 

iLafeoratory _ 
j Ion. & Eyal. 

H oi Cour>. ,_ 

Rm, 

^P(tor Soc’y . 


CODE 


TELETYPE 


TO SACS, MINNEAPOLIS 
OMAHA . v 

fas-*.o . . z fc~y 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI O'" ' J 1 ’ 

O. 

DENNIS^AMES BANKS, EM - AIM. 

I EM - AIM. 


URGENT 


11/1/73 




OMAHA AND MINNEAPOLIS CONTACT SOURCES RELATIVE TO THIS 

JS 7 -Z to , - 

MATTER. DETERMINE IF BANKS INTENDS TO RETURN TO CANADA AND 


SUTEL RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

CAMijlc^ 

<5) * 

COVKUWCATiWsI^® ^ ■ * 11* 

liOVOil-J/j.. . 1 

3 *% fM- 

y&JzvsPE /o, 

/r 

MAIL ROOM d] TELETYPE UNIT f^VlM 


' W0V 2 1973 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 


(jib 




















TELETYPE TO MINNEAPOLIS 

OMAHA _ 

EE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS j | ' 

MINNEAPOLIS, AS INSTRUCTED IN BUREAU AIRTEL, 10/19/73, 
CAPTIONED "DENNIS BANKS, EM - AIM," PROMPTLY ADVISE OF STATUS 
OF CRIMINAL PROSECUTION AGAINST BANKS AND ALL TERMS OF HIS 
CURRENT FEDERAL BOND. 


NOTE: 











' 'At,. 


NR 001 MP PLAIN 
1227 PM 




URGENT 1 1/8/73 SHH 


TO DIRECTOR (157-29309) 
FROM MINNEAPOLIS (15 7-846) 


ftENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM; 


Asst. Dir,: 

Admin, ,,,. 

Conp. stfTZD, 

Ext. : 

; 'X?ib'jt A & Com* 

Inv.__; 

Idcnt. — y^rri : 
Xn^csfciqp?^ _ ff 7| 

^tmrzz 

I Plan. & EvaL_j 

Spec. Inv. ._. | 

' Training _f 

Legal Coun. __ ' 

Telephone Rm. 
Director See'y __ 



EM - AIM. 


V ; 


RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO MINNEAPOLIS AND OMAHA, DATED 


li/1/73. 

SOURCES OF THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION HAVE RECEIVED NO 

information that-banks intended to return to Canada. 

USA’S OFFICE ADVISES REGARDING PROSECUTION OF BANKS 
THAT HE IS SCHEDULED TO BE TRIED IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT, 

st. Paul, Minnesota, beginning 1/8/74 . he is presently 

FREE ON a BOND OF Sl05,^ 00 ;j 3JH.XCH COMTAINS JIO RESTRICTION S; 
HOyEVER, THE COURT ORALLY ADVISED BANKS AT THE TIME OF HIS j 
RELEASE ON BOND THAT HE WAS TO OBEY TH£ J : AWS^OJl£-JSXA X£.^ J 
THE TRIBE, AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 


JXS F3IHQ CLR 






t . A ■. j ■ * 



% 

1 V . ?£, 


, nlizhz L‘r.h 

\Q&' Cfii-tjsJ, 


'•/, 5%W.i 


uOV 14 1973 







DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICA TION GUIDE 
DATE 01-23-2020 BY:[ I 


NR 001 MP CODED 

9:45 AM URGENT 11-14-73 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTiGATJONl A 

COMMUNICATIONS. SECTION ™ 

N&/.2 4 (973 


DS £ELEXYPE3 


DIRECTOR 

DENVER 


ATTN': INTD 


LOS ANGELES 
OMAhZ 157-1821 


n ip Ug 

BEAS0N^3^<ffij 

D£GWS§IFY ON. X_S1 




Assoc. Dir,-- 

Asst. Dir.s 

Admin.-- 

Comp. Syst — 
| Ext. Affairs ~ 
! Files & Com. — 

Gen. Inv.- 

Idcnt. -— X 

wp 

Laboratory — 
plan. & BvaL 

Spec. Inv. - 

Training — 

( Legal Conn, — 
Telephone Em* 
Director Sec’y . 


FROM 


MINNEAPOLIS 157-846 


TWO PAGES 



DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS 


it^iT^rOPMATlON 






RE URGENT TELETYPE FROM DIRECTOR TO MINNEAPOLIS, 9/13/73, 


CAPTIONED 


EM - AIM?” OMAHA IMMEDIATE TELETYPE 


TO DIRECTOR, DATED 11/13/73; AND MINNEAPOLIS IMMEDIATE TELETYPE TO 
DIRECTOR, DATED 11/14/73.£-.0 ' 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF OMAHA AND OTHER OFFICES NOT IN RECEIPT 


OF REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE CAPTIONED, 


EM - 


<r he 


AIM, " TELETYPE ADVISED THAT LEGAT, OTTAWA, 11/13/73, STATED THAT | | 




0 A ( ' 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS AND UNKNOWN MALE INDIAN (PRESUMABLY 


ARRIVED MINNEAPOLIS oW/E^TE 


FLIGHT 500, 6:00 AM, INSTANT. 


t vVV'V 

AIRLINES' / 

tm 1: ' 1 


AN AGENT OBSERVED BOTH SUBJECTS ENTER A BLUE AND WHITE TAXIy' 
NUMBER 214. AGENT FOLLOWED SUBJECTS FROM AIRPORT TO A LOCATION IN 


END PAGE mj973 













T- * * 



PAGE TWO 



MINNEAPOLIS IN THE VICINITY OF 25TH STREET AND NICOLLET AVENUE 
WHERE BOTH SUBJECTS DEPARTED CAB. 

~~| WAS NOT OBSERVED AT THE AIRPORT AND IT IS 
FELT THAT BANKS MET HIM IN THE VICINITY OF 25TH AND NICOLLET 
AVENUE, MINNEAPOLIS. AGENTS ARE CURRENTLY SURVEILLING THIS AREA TO 

■ ^ n 

DETERMINE BANKS’ FURTHER MOVEMENTS TO VERIFY THE PRESENCE .OF|_ 

AND TO ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY "THE PEOPLE" WHO WERE PRICY TO ACTIONS 
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT AS REFERRED TO IN REFERENCED OMAHA TELETYPE.. 

OMAHA AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA, WILL ATTEMPT, THROUGH LOGICAL SOURCES, 
TO IDENTIFY THOSE PERSONS BANKS IS METTING WITH AND RECEIVING 
INFORMATION FROM. 

MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, SAME AS ABOVE. 


be 

b7C 


END 


GXC FBI WASHDC 





* 


* 


NR008 MP icODE 
SENT II-1-4-73^630 




AJv] IMMED IATE 11-13-75 MPC 


AfjGQP, 

$ Aeafc« 


\T0 


i) 


FROM 


DIRECTOR (ATTN: INTO) 
DENVER 

LOiS ANGELES 

I 

OMjAHA (157- 1820 
MINNEAPOLIS (157-87 6) (P) 


ItBSlAl EB2CAU OF I.WcSTIGATlOM 

COMMUNICATlONaSECTION 



Syst- - 
pxt. Affoi*8 
J'llffl & Com. 
-Gift. Inf. 
Id-int, 





A 


DENNIS JAMES^BANKS? EM-AIM. 

00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

RE OMAHA TEL, ll-l’3-73. 

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ADVISED DENNIS AND 



_bonvxny • - [ 

Spec, lav, -- 

Training -- 

tegal Conn. - 

Telephone Era. — i 
Director £ec 7 y 


WILL 


DEPART LOS .ANGELES 12i28 A,M«, 11/14/73 <PCT) , WESTERN AIRLINES 

i 

FLIGHT 500. SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE MINNEAPOLIS 6:02 A.M. (CST) 11/14/73. 

i - 

MINNEAPOLIS-AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA WILL ATTEMPT TO VERIFY 
ACTUAL ARRIVAL OF BANKS AND PRESENCE OF 

end ; 

SLP FBI Hb CLR 


«... \W> 


& 




/£ : 7 - 


*vr' 




Ar >// 


Q 


ft „ 

J'J 

- -QV2Q 




h.-J. 


m 


/ 














PAGE TWO 


ON AFTERNOON OF 11-15-73 BANKS AND_ 

MINNESOTA AIM OFFICE TELEPHONE NUMBER 224-4395. 


WERE AT ST. PAUL 


THROUGH TELEPHONE 


REMAINS AT MINNEAPOLIS WITH CONTACT 

HAS INDICATED HE MAY TAKE A 


COMMERCIAL FLIGHT TO OMAHA, HEBR. WITHIN A FEW DAYS TO PICK UP HIS 
AUTOMOBILE WHICH HAS BEEN LEFT AT EPPLEY FIELD. 

SOURCE ADVISED BANKS AND OTHER AIM ACTIVISTS ARE IN PROCESS 
OF CREATING AN AIM NATIONAL OFFICE AT 1500 PACIFIC AVENUE, VENICE, 
CALIFORNIA. SOURCE STATED 


SOURCE ADVISED THAT THE 


THE RUSSELL MEANS - 


_| INDIANS FOLLOWING 

FACTION WHICH ADVOCATES VIOLENT ACT 101 


SUCH AS CONFRONTATIONS AND TAKE OVERS SIMILAR TO WOUNDED KNEE. 
END PAGE TWO 



























PAGE THREE 



ADMINISTRATIVE : 

RE OMAHA TEL *TO BUREAU 11-15-75 AND VJFO TELETYPE 11-14-75 


\ CAPTIONED AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT. 

SOURCE'-IS I 

l I---1 

| DETAILS OF ABOVE INFORMATION MUST BE CAREFULLY PROTECTED AS 

I DISCLOSURE COULD IDENTIFY SOURCE. 

MINNEAPOLIS aT MINNEAPOLIS ATTEMPT TO VERIFY DEPARTURE OF 
, BANKS AND CONTINUE EFFORTS TO VERIFY WHEREABOUTS OF | 

[ LOS ANGELES AT LOS ANGELES ATTEMPT TO VERIFY ARRIVAL OF SUBJECT 

AT LOS ANGELES ON 11-16-73. 

END 

FOR ANY QUESTIONS/CORRECTIONS PLS CONTACT OMAHA OFFICE 

I 

j END 
l 

CKG FBIHQ ACK AND RELAY 


b7D ] 


b7D 


b7D 


b6 

b7C 


L 


QC- £e;i 'Shty** 







t 


«0£SAi. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS. SECTION 



Assoc. Dir. 
Asrst Dir.: 
Admin._ 


* 



Comp. Syot 
Ext Affairs 

Fllc,'y W 1 ' ^VJ ^ ......yf 

Gc/£ _-£l I 

Ident ^ 



"\|?v 


NR 209 MR PLAIN 
SENT 11-16-73 650AM 
TO Dlj^CTOR 

ALBUQUERQUE 
KANSAS CITY 

rapid CITY COMMAND POST 
CHICAGO 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-1458) (P) 


SEP%0O5© 

PM N IT EL 11-15-73 MPC 


DENVER 
LOS ANGELES 


Inspection)_L 

Intel!. 

I Laboratory , 
Plan. & KvaL 

Spec. Inv._ 

Training 


L4 Legal Conn. - 

1 Telephone Em* _ 

Director Sec’y _ 


OMAHA 


1-PAGE 



DENNIS JAMES t5ANKS, EM - AIM. 00 : MINNEAPOLIS 


RE OMAHA TEL TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED 11/15/73, AND MINNEAPOLIS 


' 0 


tel dated 11 / 15 / 73 . . • 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS WAS OBSERVED, BY A RELIABLE SOURCE, TO 
have TAKEM^ORTHwEST FLIGHT 492 TO CHICAGO AT 9:40 P.M. 11/15/73. 
_WAS NOT OBSERVED BOARDING ANY FLIGHTS OUT OF MINNEAPOLIS. 

Q i 3 O c / - 


l/' 


f 

J 


END 


REG -104 I 'J / 



RMS FBI WA DC CLR 


<3G NOV 10 VD73 




2 31973 




b6 

blC 








^VtCEilAL BUREAU Of INVESfiGATiO^ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

NOV 14 19(3 

, \vv4 

TELETYPE 

* MR 00 6 OM CODS 

ji :05 p« immediate i 1-13-73 mlb 


t 


TO: 


c, 


l 


I^RSCTOR, FBI (ATTM; INTO) 

jenver 

LOS AMQELES 
MINNEAPOLIS 


Assoc. Dll'*- 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin.-- 

Comp. Syst. — 
Ext. Affairs — 

Files & Com. - 

Gen. Inv. 

I dent —- 
Inspection 
Inb,U. - - 
Lnboi'ator, 

Plan. <& KvoL 
Spec. Inv. 

Training .-- 

Le"al Conn.- 

Telephone Em., — 
Director Sec'y - 



b6 

b7C 


FROM: 

OMAHA C15 7- 1821) 

/) 

CP) 

DENNIS 

JANESOBANKS; em-aim* 


00 s 

MINNEAPOLIS. 

(2) 


0 













PAGE TWO 
OM 157-182 I 


SOURCE STATED BANKS 



ADMINISTRATIVE; 

SOURCE IS | 

ABOVE INFORMATION MUST BE CAREFULLY PROTECTED AS IT MAY 
IDENTIFY SOURCE, HIS PERSONAL SAFETY, AND FUTURE EFFECTIVENESS. 
SOURCE NOTED THAT 



MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS ATTEMPT TO VERIFY ARRIVAL OF BANKS 
AND ATTEMPT TO VERIFy | 

DIRECT SOURCES TOWARD IDENTIFICATION OF UNNAMED PERSONS ALLEGEDLY 


AND BANKS. 


OMAHA WILL DEBRIEF SOURCE 


LNG FBI H8 CLR 











m 035 LA ENCODE 
1132PM NITEL 11/19/73 DLM 
TO DIRECTOR 


kdsmi bu&bki cj rassniam 
COMMUN'CATjOjyjS SS CTfOff 

WGV2OT073 

\\>A 

®E5^3»S 


ATTN: INTD 
ALBUQUERQUE 
. DENVER 
f KANSAS CITY 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-1458) 

PHOENIX 

RAPID CITY command POST 
OMAHA (157-182 1) 

FROM LOS ANGELES (70-745 6) (P) IP 


Assoc- Dir/-- : 

Asst. Dir./ * 

Admin.__ s 

Comp, Byst - 1 

Ext. Affairs-j 

Files <& Com.- ♦ 

Gen. Inv. ——-/ ■ 

Ii!eat _ pip i 

Inspection_I__ / 

Ir&rXL ._ V . 

Lai) oratory / 

Flan. & ! 

Spec. Inv. _ 

Training_ 

Lc^al Conn. «—.— 
Telephone Em, — 
Director Sec*y 

b6 


DENNIS JAMES BANK'S; EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS, 


RE MINNEAPOLIS NITEL TO BUREAU, 11/16/73 


ON 11/17/73, 


ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS 



NO FURTHER PRECISE DETAILS 


JRM FBIHQ 


FR ONE 






SOURCE COULD ?g 








fEOEPUL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


NR 002 OM CODE 

9:55 PM NIT£L 11/15/73 PF 


TO: DIRECTOR FBI 

t ATTN: INTD 

> \ 

MINNEAPOLIS 

FROM: OMAHA 057-1821) 


NOV 151973 


vjptf'. 




TELETYPE 


v|> 


Assoc. Dir. . „ . 

Asst Dir.: t Tl 

Admin, _ 11 

Comp, Syst _11 

\ Ext Affairs _I* 

Flies & Cum./_j 

Gon. InVy^O_* 

Icfcnt . -py ■ ^ 

Inspection^. r 

IntdL 

j Laborat >ry _! 

Plan, & EvaL _ j 

Sppc. Inv._ 

Tr. Mr.fi _ 

Letfal Cuvn. _| 

| Tohyksm Tim. |. 

jDirccfor 5>*"*V — , _ r. 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS 


ON 11/14/73 A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 

IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT_ 

WERE IN MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, AND COULD 


BE CONTACTED THROUGH TEL EPHONE NUMBER 
THIS NUMBER i&TTZmrTO 


IURCE STATED 


SOURCE STATED 

- <5 

are aim MEMBERS IN MINNEAPOLIS. SOURCE ADVISED 



END PAGE ONE 


reg * bq / - * 7 - 


e WOV 20 1973 


SbA/0y26 19^3 












MINNEAPOLIS AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, ATTEMPT TO VERIFY PRE¬ 
SENCE OF | 

END 

CKG FBI HQ ACK l 
CLR 


! 


(Id - 


i 








RE OMTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED 11/15/73. 


hung / ‘i 7 ' / 7 -?, 


END 

PLSACK FOR THREE TELS 
CKG FBIHQ ACK 2XXX 3 
CLR 


r 


m 


./ 



5SK0V2S®73 


b6 

b7C 










FEQERAl BU3EAU OF INVtST(GATiO,\ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION^ 


MR 001 MP CODED 


NOVI 61973 




X<^ 


2:40 PM /urgent 11-is-73 DSC TELETYPE 


SIRECTOR 


ATTN: INTD 


/' OMAHA 15 7- 182 1 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS 15 7-84 6 TWO PAGES 


\y 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS EM - AIM 00: MINNEAPOLIS 



RE OMAHA TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR 11/15/73 
ON 11/15/73, TELEPHONE NUMBER 


WAS DETERMINED 


TO BE LISTED T< 


RESIDING AT 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF OMAHA 


DESCRIBED AS 


OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 


CHAPTER IN MINNEAPOLIS AND FORMERLY RESIDED AT 


THE NAMES 


WERE SEARCHED 


Aksoc Dir. — 1! 

; Asivi. Bar.: i 

Ateim-— I ■ 

Gontp* Syst -i: 

Ext. Affairs ! 

File3 & Co-r 

Inv. —-I 

Ident. ‘ 

Labon/'Ty -— 

Plan, fr EvaL — 

Spec. hr?. - 

Training-j 

Jkestfd O - ; 

' -'Tclop'i : '>.1. . I 

Directs 



THROUGH MINNEAPOLIS AND RAPID CITY COMMAND POST INDICES 


WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. MINNEAPOLIS TELEPHpME^MMXTOR 


LISTS 


1 


_|RESIDING AT L 
WITH HOME PH0N2 


"MiO!- 


US NOV 211973 


IS A SUBURB OF MINNEAPOLIS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 


10 MILES WEST OF MINNEAPOLIS. 


h y. '. 

END P^GE ONE 1 ^ 

& 1 N 0 V 27 m 


3-td 
/ t L 


Ccts,sss 




Tc/s. JI/m/ij 

■l — 












PAGE TWO 


IN CONNECTION WITH DENNIS JAMES BANKS' VISIT TO 
MINNEAPOLIS 11/15/73, THE RESIDENCE WHICH HE VISITED 
IN THE VICINITY WEST 25TH STREET AND NICOLLET COULD POSSIBLY 
BE THAT OF | IlOCATED AT I I 5 T ' 



HOME PHONE 


IT SHOULD BE FURTHER 


NOTED BY OMAHA THAT NICOLLET, A MAJOR THOROUGHFARE 

RUNNING NORTH SOUTH IS THE DIVIDING LINE BETWEEN STREETS > 

RUNNING EAST AND WEST. THEREFORE, ! 

AND | | WOULD BE LOCATED 2 BLOCKS FROM EACH OTHER. 

INASMUCH AS OMAHA SOURCE HAS 


TO BE LISTED TO 
THAT POSSIBLY! 


jAND BELIEVED THIS NUMBER 
"1 IT IS FELT BY MINNEAPOLIS 


X NO POSITIVE INFORMATION HAS YET BEEN DEVELOPED AT 


MINNEAPOLIS TO PROVE THE PRESENCE OF 


IN THIS CITY. 


DEB FBIHQ 


dC- 6V/U 
















FD-36 (Rev. $-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


ARTEL 


Date: 11/20/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TQf: DIRECTOR, FBI (ATTENTION: INTD) 

PROM: SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (157-1555)(RUC) 

r) 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AIM 

00: Minneapo1is 


msuEifisnw 


Re Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, 11/14/7 
- ’ • ■ ’- ^ tr\ /■»— actioned 




Referen ced LI-IM contai ned known descriptive data 
and aliases for i l Bu reau m ay desire to 

disseminate a copy of this LITM to | 


/2-Bureau 
^"2-ilinneapo 1 i s 
2-Oklahoma City (1 

(1 

DGG/sal 

( 6 ) 





REC-54 




3 NOV 23 1973 
















* 




eosiai: emu cf ixmmm 

COMMUNICATIONS SEOLQ3 


4 


A 


RR 001 0 5 ~0JE 


9:29 PK HITE)/' 11/2 1/73 PF 
JOi 


y 


HOV 211973 
rr^pV^i 



DOCTOR, FBI 
ATTN: INTD 
ALBUQUERQUE 
DENVER 

LOS ANGELES (72-745S) 

LAS VEGAS 

MINNEAPOLIS (15 7- 1458) 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
PHOENIX 

RESIDENT AGENT, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 
FROM: OMAHA (157-1821) 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

ON 11/20/73 A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN 


, Assoc. Dir. - 

t Asst. Dir.: 

Admin._— 

Comp, ow 1 :'., .^£_ 
Ext. AfiV-vC — 
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Spec, lnv- 

Training -* 

Legal Co\.n. —~- 
Telephone Jim. p_ 
Director Sec’y 
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NR 08 PX CODE 

703PM 11-23-73 NITEL WKC 
TO; DIRECTOR 

i . X' 

ALBUQUERQUE 


pCKWL SlffiEAU 0? fV,'£STiWt53 

'COMMUNICATIONS SS&L03, 

NOV 231973 \ 

rsaxmei 


ATTN: INTO 


^ DENVER 

LQS ANGELES <70-7456) ^ 

LAS VEGAS \ 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-1458) \ 

i 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
OMAHA <157- 1821) 

RESIDENT AGENT, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 
FROM: PHOENIX < 157- 1460) (P) IP 


DENNIS JAMES BANkS, EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS 


RE PHOENIX TELETYPE NOVEMBER 21, LAST. 

FOR|INFORMATION BUREAU AND ALL RECEIVING OFFICES, 


Assoc. Dir. - - -* 
Asst. Dir.: # 

Admin. _ w.. 

Comp. Sypt. _ 

I Ext, Affairs _ r r 

Files & Com. _ 

Gen. Inv. _., 

Ident- f&E: 

Inxypctinn* ^'. . ' 

InteH. 

Lnb or /; t j ' y 4 _ _ 

Plan, & i,vaL _ 

i Spec. Inv._ 

Train* m? _ 

Leg'll Coun. _ 

Teleplr»>?••* Rm. _b6 
Director SVy _b7C 
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r6y 


PHOENIX SOURCE IN REFERENCED TELETYPE IS 
I 

INADVERTENTLY OMITTED FROM RETEL. 


FBIHQ FLC : ACK F R ONE TEL TU AND CLR 
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^4 1973 


wttn T 


/-. > 



^ 3 1973’ 
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fOHAL EU3£Atf OJ-Ajt 

“ commun;cJe5o|| 


NR 004 PX CODE 

1:45 AM 11/22/7^'NITEL TGC 


DIRECTOR CftTTN INTD) 
DENVER 
LAS VEGAS 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


y,L EUiffiw os 

«iUN;ojBoiBsE eno» - 
NOV 221973 U'“ 

l 

v\ ’ 


ALBUQUERQUE 
LOS AMGELES 


Assoc. Dir. K * 
Asst. Dir. 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst _ 

Ext, Affairs _ 

Files & Com, _ 

Gen. _ 

Idsnt. ]M_'L _ 
Inspection / . - 
Tnfoll >/ iT&FJ 


^. 

Laboratory __ 

Plan. & EvaL _ 

Spec. Inv. _ 

Training _ 

| Legal Coun. __ 

Telephone Pm* , 

Director Sec'y _ 


MINNEAPOLIS (157- 1458) 

\ 

OMAHA (157-1821) 


V :N RESIDENT AGENT, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA / V; 

FROM PHOENIX (157-1460) (P) (ALL OFFICES VIA WASHINGTON^ 1 / / 

© * 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIft/, 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

.,'v, 1 

[re OMAHA TEL TO BUREAU, 1 1/Zl/vU 
ON 11/21/73, A SOURCE ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
ARRIVED IN TUCSON, ARIZONA ON 11/20/73 AND HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE 
AT HILTON INN, TUCSON. SOURCE STATED THAT IN CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS J 
COVERED BY LOCAL TV, BANKS SEVERLY CRITICIZED ALASKA PIPE LINE ^ 

PROPOSAL. BANKS STATED THAT FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE TO 

COMPENSATE INDIANS OVER WHOS LINE PIPELINE WILL CROSS AND INDIANS_ 

WILL HAVE TO HAVE A VOICE IN PLACING OF PIPELINE ON THEIR LANDS/ 


THAT WOUNDED KNEE WOULD LOOK LIKE A PICNIC. 

SOURCE ADVISED THAT SOME OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE AT MEETI8 


SPOKE OF DISSENSION BETWEEN BANKS AND VERNON BELLECOURT. ' A V/ Z7 jj/3. 
END PAGE ONE JX C c - -- 6* es < 

wi rti/nm . t . / < A , a ^ 
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PX 157- 1460 
PAGE TWO 


BANKS SPENT NIGHT AT HILTON INN, TUCSON AND WAS TO DEPART 
TUCSON, 11/21/73,.DESTINATION UNKNOWN. 

ON 11/21/73 DET. 


SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT, 


b6 

b7C 


TUCSON PD, ADVISED THAT THERE IS A MOVIE COMPANY STAYING AT 
HILTON INN WHICH IS PREPARING A DOCUMENTARY FILM ON AMERICAN INDIANS. 
HE BELIEVED THAT BANKS COME TO TUCSON TO MEET WITH THESE FILM PEOPLE. 
END 


MKA FBIHQ 
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CODE 


CABLEGRAM 



TO LEGATS, MEXICO CITY 
CARACAS 

FROM DIRECTOR. FBI 

b 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM-AIM 

INFORMATION HAS BEEN DEVELOPED THROUGH[ 


11/30/73 


INDI¬ 


CATING SUBJECT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
(AIM) I 



/ b6 
V b7C 

> 7D , 


A$sdc. Dir. _ 

Asst. Dir.; ^ 

Admin. _ f 

Comp. SysSi 

Ext. Affoirs ( 1 j 

Filos & Com. ._„ ' 

Gon. Inv.__ 

Idont... 

! inspection__ 

Intel!- 

I Loborotery_ 

\ Pten. & EvoL _ 

Spec. Inv. ^__ 

Training --- 

^ogqi Coon. -- 

Telephone Rnt>. —^ 
/Director Sec*y- 


BANKS IS m AMERICAN INDIAN, BORN 4/12/37 AT FEDERAL DAM, 

MINNESOTA. HE IS 5 * 11”, 160 LBS., BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, 

MEDIUM BUILD. HE HAS "JAPAN 54-57" TATTOOED ON UPPER RIGHT 

ARM, AMD A DAGGER ON RIGHT FOREARM, ON LEFT 0F miSlTAWH 

„ 502-28-0630.« COMMUNKSftTIOVS SECTION^ 

..... AC 

1 - DENVER (AIRMAIL) ul '“ 40 /<-<) / t?~‘ ' T7 

1 - MINNEAPOLIS (AIRMAIL) *■ 

i - TO-ssHA , M ™. . j&tefrm snn 


u-C- 45 £$ 


1 - DENVER (AIRMAIL) Kl '" /t^ / 

1 - MINNEAPOLIS (AIRMAIL) 

1 - OMAHA (AIRMAIL) 

4 - ’ 

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route through, for 


CAM: lps 

nil 

^oOEC -j i v<7rf 11 t 

MAIL ROOM 1 1 TELETYPE UNIT 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 


■// 


croA 




CABLEGRAM 20 MEXICO CITY AND CARACAS 
RE: DENNIS JAMES BANES 


FOR INFORMATION OF MEXICO CITY AND CARACAS, SUBJECT IS 
INCLUDED IN EXTREMIST PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM. 


| IS BEING ADVISED AND REQUESTED TO FURNISH ANY INFORMA 
TION THEY MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE REGARDING THIS MATTER. | | 


HAS NOT BEEN ADVISED THAT |_| 

RECIPIENTS SUBMIT ANY INFORMATION WHICH MAY COME TO YOUR 
ATTENTION BY TELETYPE. 

AIRMAIL COPIES SENT TO DENVER, MINNEAPOLIS, AND OMAHA. 


NOTE: 


furnished above information concemin 


and has in. the oast furnished 
reliable and valuable information relative to 

Airmail copies being furnished 

enver iuu: aim; ana Minneapolis (00: Banks) and Omaha. We are 
conducting investigation regarding this matter. There are 
no travel restrictions on subject Banks, v/ho is awaiting Federal 
trial for his participation at Wounded Knee, South Dakota. 














CODE 


TELETYPE 


4 


i--,n 

Vb3 


PRIORITY 


/*/ - 3/73 


6<Z^T.b7E 


FRQM DIRECTOR, FBI 1 - 

(SULLA±i>iF’ll3> 1 - 

DENNIS JAMESBANKS; EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN 

MOVEMENT (AIM). \ 

RECENT INFORMATION FROM A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELI¬ 
ABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, INDICATES SUBJECT WHO IS EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF AIM] 



IN CONNECTION WITH THE ABOVE, THIS BUREAU REQUESTS TO BE 
ADVISED OF ANY INFORMATION YOUR AGENCY MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
REGARDING THIS MATTER. 


Assoc. Dir. _ 

Asst. DJr,r 

Admin. _ 

Comp. Syst. __ 

Ext. Affclrs_^~. 

Fifos 8t Com. _ 

Gon. Inv._ 

fdent. ._ 

Inspection __ 

Into!!._ 

Laboratory __ 

Plan. S, Fval._ 

Spec. Inv._ 

Training _ 

Legal Court. -_ 

Telephona Pm.__ 

Director Sao’y _ 


CAM:meb /**• 

( 6 ) 


TED&ML BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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Cable to __ 

Re: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND ASSISTANCE, BACKGROUND DATA, 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION, AND PHOTOGRAPH OF BANKS ARE AVAILABLE IN 
THE EXTREMIST PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM. 

END 


NOTE: 


Informatio n regarding[ 


provided 


by | _|being requested to furnish any infor¬ 

mation they may develop regarding this matter. Leas t Attache s, 
Mexico City and Caracas being advised of our request 
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CABLEGRAM 


URGENT 



\ 

'.J 


TO LEGATS, IffiXICO CITY 
CARACAS 

PROM DIRECTOR, FBI 

DENNIS JATSjr'BANKS ; BM 

/ 

/ 

REBUCA3, 11/30/73; 
MOVEMENT; EM.” 


1 

1 


*L2/5/73 


AIM 

EUTEL 12/5/73 CAPTIONED "AMERICAN INDIAN 


HAVE BEEN 


CHANGED AS SET FORTH IN REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE THIS DATE, 





/ 





<EC- 45 /5 / - ,2 2 3 ‘ j/ " 

(DO NOT 'DISSEMINATE OUTSIDE 


THE BUREAU.) (K^ . 

1 •? ..'Foreign Liaison Unxt 


U; 


(Route through for review) 

□1 DEC 6 1973 


Assoc. Dir. 
Ass!. Dir.: 
Admin. _ 


Comp. Syst. _ 

Ext, A{ fpirs_ 

Filos & Com. _ 

Gen. Jnv. __ 

Jdonl. - _ _ 


Inspection . 
Intoil. _ 


Laboratory — 

Plan. & Evgl, _ 

Spec. Inv. _ 

Training _ 
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( 6 ) 


ftZi.AK t&au cr- i\v-:rr:o*.T:o\’ 
ro&yi iMJCArr'- is secTior 
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Lognl Court. ■ ■ ■ . ij. ^1, / 


oirr 05197 ° 

• «' i 


Telephone Pm. - 

Director Soc*y_ 
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• U )1 A 

OMLJ (.'TELETYPE UNIT Cvjb” 













CABLEGRAM TO LEGATS, MEXICO CITY, ET AL 
RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


IN Vim OP SUBJECT’S TRAVEL, LEGAT, MEXICO, ALERT SOURCES 
FOR ANY INFORMATION RELATIVE TO CONTACTS BY SUBJECT OR THE 
WITH CUBANS OR EXTREMIST ELEMENTS IN MEXICO, OR ANY 
OTHER INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS INVESTIGATION. 

ABOVE FURNISHED FOR INFORMATION OF LEGAT, CARACAS. 


NOTE : 

Referenced Bureau cablegram, 11/30/73, advised Le gats 
Mexico City and Caracas, ofI I 



Referenced Bureau teletype, 12/5/73, advised all 
Legats and pertinent Government agencies of information rela 
tive to I I 



Legat, Caracas, being advised for their information 


















Laboratory T» ar| smi1^al Form 
V* 7-72 \ ** » ' A 
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--j-arr ... LABORATORY _fi_ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 


To: SAC, Mnaeapalis (157-340) 


From: Director, FBI 

Re: ECSHIS MASSES BANKS 

C-aar extremist) 

ESS - AISS 


Date: Baccaber 31 , 1973 


.REC-59 


FBI File No. 


b6 

t b7C 


157-29309 


37 


4 I i • 

Lab. No. 


D-73 12 05 073 IIX 


Examination requested by: Minneapolis / * 

{■' 

Reference: Letter dated 11/30/73 

Examination requested: 

tads* Cpecitton received 12 / 4/73 

Ttca 1 Photocopies of_ 


Remarks; 

Item 1 was searched in the national Security 
File (NSF) but nothias of alcaificancG was found. A 
photograph is beln# added to the NSF for future reference* 
Item 1 is retained. No laboratory report is furnished. 


* ^ H&'J 

PGT/hmw 

(5) 



■nv. v 


57 J*$aM 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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TELETYPE UNIT Z171 
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RECORDED 
12/6,/73 

clh 


^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA®^ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NO LAB FILE 


' sf> 



Re ©ENNIS JAMES BANKS 
(KEY EXTREMIST) 

EM - AIM 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


File # iJ57 — 2 - c t* a ? ' 
Lab.# D-731205073 


Examination requested by: Minneapolis (L57-846) 
Examination requested: Document 


Result of Examination: 

"7 ' A’'.- * 


/ 


letter 11/30/73 

Date received: 12/4/73^ 

t 

Examination by: 

/ * - 



C/fsfy r &;> __ 

r ^ A, -7>3r 
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TELETYPE 



12/7/73 


Assoc* Dir, _ ... . . 
Assf, Dit.t 

Admin, _ 

Comp. Sysf,_ 

Ext. Affairs_ 

Piles & Com. __ 

Gen. Inv. - 
{{font. 

Inspection_ 

inteil. _ , , . 

Laboratory _ 

Pfan. & Evol. _ 

Spec. fay. __ 

Training ._ 

Legal Court. ._ 

Telephone Rm, _^ 

Director Sgy^Ctiy, 



TO SACS, LOS ANGELES 
MINNEAPOLIS 
OMAHA 


PROM DIRECTOR, FBI - 

O 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM). 
RELATEL, 12/6/73, CAPTIONED, '"AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT, 
EM - AIM.” 

LEGAL ATTACHE, MEXICO CITY, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED, 


12/7/73, 


BANKS AND 


HAD ADVISED THIS DATE 


LOS ANGELES AIM ACTIVIST, 


HERE ARRESTED BY MEXICAN AUTHORITIES ON 12/6/73. COMPLETE DE-. 

/ 

TAILS NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME. I L—- 



LEGAT, MEXICO CITY OBTAINING FACTS OF ARRESTS AND ACTIVI¬ 


TIES OF BANKS AND 


IN MEXICO AND WILL DETERMINErIF THEY 


TRA7ELED 10 CUBA - wq. S 4 j-2 - / 7 o/ / ^ 7 - 3 o 

JOl:jlc cytijf . 

< 8 > ' '" J ,&0EC 101973 s^e NOTE PAGE TWO 

■.ertStr-*- ,, 

mtex k• • • r: - K ' ' W \ 


JOI:jlc 
( 8 ) ^ 




jmZiTX Cvi 
'cov.Vii''C'Jir: 






‘ »-• :> /■- L, 

TEL~7T?3 


ftlF 


TELETYPE UNIT I 




•i ,5: 

>--y i. 





TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES, ET AL. 
RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


LOS ANGELES, THROUGH LIAISON, U. S, BUREAU OF CUSTOMS, 
VERIFY ARRIVAL OF ABOVE INDIVIDUALS AND DETERMINE THROUGH 
CUSTOMS OFFICIALS WHETHER PASSPORTS INDICATE TRAVEL TO CUBA. 


ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE DATES BANKS AND 


DEPARTED U. S 


FOR MEXICO CITY AND MODE OF TRAVEL AND ANY OTHER DETAILS OF 
TRIP. SUTEL BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES IN A FORM SUITABLE 
FOR DISSEMINATION. 

DENVER, MINNEAPOLIS, AND OMAHA ALERT SOURCES FOR FURTHER 


INFORMATION REGARDING TRAVEL AND ARRESTS OF BANKS AND 



_pariks were arrested in Mexico City during a 

demonstration. Source could not elaborate but was obtaining 
additional details. We had previously furn ished ins tructions 
to Mexico City regarding plans of Banks and I I on 11/30 and 

12/5/73. Legat, Mexico Cit y telephonically furnished information 
set out above to Supervisor l and this in formation 

was telep honically furnished by SA I I to Supervisor | 

I who handles extremist matters, Los Angeles. 
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co*'*rx:!wAT.oxs section 


ER -45 LA CO Dll 


1S46PM MITEL 12-7-73 jCD 
TO DlrlECKJl* 


DEC 081373 

__, 

telstyes' 


DENVER 


MINNEAPOLIS 

OMAHA 

FROM LOS ANGELES (72-745S) (P) 2? 


j Afj-ioc, Vir*- 

A’jr.t Dfr,: 

] Admin, I 

] Cotr.p, Svsfc- 

! Ext, Affairs — 

Pike & Corn. 

Gan* Inv*- 

- 

Inaction —Z" * - 

r.,-n... MMre 

l rrntory_ 

r>v^., & I3vaL _ 
v. Inv.-I 

| l&5d C;,aa.-i 

lira._I 

i S?^ 1 




DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS 


on this date dsnmis james banks and 

] ARRIVED LOS ANGELES ' 

VIA WESTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT si % FROM MEXICO CITY. 

OFFICIALS U.3. CUSTOMS ADVISED THAT OBSERVATION OF 

. />! { 
_|PASSPORT FAILED TO REFLECT HIS HAVING TRAVELED <77, 

TO CUBA AND THAT BANKS NOT IN POSSESSION OF U.S. PASSPORT^ 

A 3RANIFF AIRLINES TICKET FOR BASKS ISSUED 12-3-73, 

at tulsa, Oklahoma to Dallas with a connecting flight to 

MEXICO CITY WAS OBSERVED AMONGST BANKS’ POSSESSIONS. /c -} > 


b6 I 
P b7C 

( I 


T BANKS’ POSSESSIONS. /r -| o r - , *jQ 


SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIA3LWINFORMaTI da IN THE--- . J t .„ 

past advised banks arrested by Mexican authorities, Mexico, dec 111973 


£ iCO PA2£ 0 dii 


zr s *. ' 

A/H . «.y 


2^-SoAAG Criolxnl VA^.... f Zr/ 8/7 

Attn: 0'jFn' 7 * 

£<GCS 7 

n gcs /LfH 
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Pag e Two 
la 75-745 6 


CITY, DURING 

banks made," i 

AMD MEXICO * 
ISTS«F£RRR1HQ 


A STUDENT RALLY, UNIVERSITY OF MEXICO , WHERE 
NFLAMMATORY STATEMENT3” AGAINST UNITED STATES 
THE ABOVE WERE INFORMALLY CHARGED WITH 
WITH THE INTERNAL SECURITJ^F MEXICAN ijOVERNAMENT 


AND JAILED 12-6-73, WITH SUBSEQUENT DEPORT AT 10 U INSTANT 

date being classified undesirable aliens. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES 12-7-73. 

SOURCE IS I 


LOS ANGELES INPOSSESSION OF COPIES 


of banks address book 


LOS ANGELES, AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: WILL 
SU3MIT APPROPRIATE COMMUNICATION REGARDING SUBJECT’S 


ARRIVAL and other pertinent 


INFORMATION A3 WELL 


AS MAINTAIN 


CONTACT WITH SOURCES. 
END 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 12/4/73 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 

FROM: SAC, LAS VEGAS (157-1318) (RUC) 

D2NNIS JAMES BASICS; 

EM-AIM 

00: Minneapolis 


Re Omaha tel, 11/21/73, and Minneapolis tel 
dated 11/26/7 3. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of 
an LI-IM concerning subject. Two copies of same LHM 
also enclosed for Minneapolis. 

Sources utilized were I 


^ - Bureau (Enc,.5.) 

2 - Minneapoli<Ky(-Enc. 2 ) 
1 - Las Vega-Sv^ 


RSC-20. 





LES:j r 

t (5) 

>3 


/ d ^ 5 - 

X) ^ tc/r’j?‘J, 

f C d L < b 


1C DEC 8 1973 






:r v 


Approved: ,_ \■/ _ 

- SpecioTAg^ht. in Charge 















In Reply. Please Refer to 
File No v 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Las Vegas, Nevada 
December 4, 1973 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on November 30, 1973, that Dennis 
James Banks, Execut ive Director, of the American In dian 
Movement (AIM), and f | of the 

AIM, were in Las Vegas during November zy, iy/J, to seek 
support for the AIM and its goals. 


On November 29, 1973, Banks and 


] held 


a press conference and the following comments were taken 
from an article in the "Las Vegas Review Journal" on 
November 30, 1973, a daily newspaper in Las Vegas, Nevada. 


Banks said that the current energy crisis is 
of key importance to Indians because a lot of energy 
resources are on Indian territory. He said Congress 
already, by approving the Trans-Alaskan Pipe Line, has 
authorized violation of the rights of Indians over whose 
territories the line will run. He also said that Indian 
tribes in the Northwest have protested that the proposed 
Canadian pipe lines would harm their hunting and fishing. 
Banks said he also expected that Mid-Nestem Indian Tribes 
with coal resources would be among those to be exploited 
by the Government next. 


Banks said that money is needed for the defense 
of movement members charged with crimes in connection 
with the Wounded [Cnee incident. He said he particularly 
hopes to obtain aid from entertainer Uayne Newton, who is 
part Indian, and from Phil Harris, who are currently appearing 
in major Las Vegas hotels. He said Nayne Newton and Phil 
Harris have contributed to the movement in the past. 


Banks said he is urging Americans to- write their 
Congressmen asking them to protect Indian rights and 
enforce treaties giving tribes sovereignty'over their 
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mmis jamss banks 


own territory. He said that Indian tribes have sovereignty 
that 500 s beyond that of ordinary citizens because of the 
treaties end the Government should not be allowed to use 
their land without their permission. Bonier said the AIK 
will aid individual tribes but only at the request of 
tribal members. He said these reqis sts are investigated 
to see that they are legitimate before the movement offers 
aid. Banks said that he distrusts tribe councils because 
in his eyes they represent the Government but did add 
that there arc tribal chairmen who are trying very hard 
to work for the Indians. He said there are co.ses in which 
the movement has refused to take up the cause of a dissident 
tribe when it ho.s decided the tribal council represents 
the best interest of the Indian. 

Banks said, he did not think the AIM would be 
involved in another Hounded Knee incident but these 
situations could happen without the AIM even being there. 
Banks said that some of the activities of the AIM which 
are not known are that they operate three schools and also 
alcoholism programs in nine stales. 

Banks said that he blamed the FBI for using 
violent tactics for breaking up the movement. lie sees 
the FBI continuing this effort to destroy the AIM. Banks 
said that movement leaders succeeded in obtaining an 
arrest warrant for one Federal Agent for harassing a 
movement member but the FBI failed to serve the warrant 
on their own man so he remains at large. Robideaux 
said the FBI is in fact harboring a fugitive. 

Tlie American Indian Movement was founded 
in Minnesota in 1963, dedicated to improv¬ 
ing conditions for the American Indian. 

AIM recently led and participated in con¬ 
frontations with local authorities in 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska, end the Rapid City- 
Custer area, of South Dakota. AIM led the 
takeover and occupation of Mounded Knee, 

South Dakota, in February-May, 1973. 


A second source who has furnished reliable 







This document contains neither recommendation 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI end is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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RGB 


3:25 PM URGENT 12-07-73 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI NR., 916-07 


FROM LEGAT, MEXICO CITY Cl 57-96) 


2P 


Labors, —' 

Plan. & 12vaL 

Sp^c. >i'v,- 

TrOmm?- 

Le^al Coun, —- 
Td"?:-. I. urn. 
Bir^ot'u' S Vy 


<s> 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, 


/F #T*?£f4iJ r /V/?// £-*7 - f/9 /l/ A/^ /j-Nj^ 

—- — ^MBttl-rvT 


-EM -■ AIM, 


V/ 


REBUCABS 11-30-73 AND 12-5-73; MEXICO CITY TELCALL TO 
BUREAU 12-7-73. 

ALERTED LEGAT SOURCES REPORTED A.M. , INSTANT DATE, 
THAT SUBJECT AND 


WERE OBSERVED PARTICIPATING 


AT A GATHERING IN THE COLONIA APATILCO AREA OF MEXICO CITY,.ON 
SANTA CRUZ STREET, P.M., 12-6-73. 

SPEECHES WERE BEING MADE BY MEMBERS OF VARIOUS LEFTIST 
GROUPS AGAINST THE 
SENTED STUDENTS FROM 



MEXICAN GOVERNMENT;'V?HESE GROUPS REP RE- . „ 

- w fitc iJA 1-U r i 3 7 -42- 

)M THE AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY OF 


THE POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE OF MEXICO, AND A GROUP WHICH HAS DEC 141973 b6 

b7C 

ORGANIZED LAND INVASIONS IN THE PAST. 

POLICE OFFICERS ON THE SCENE, RECOGNIZING THAT THE 

WERE FOREIGNERS WHO WERE ENGAGING IN 


SUBJECT AND 


ACTIVITIES REGARDING THE INTERNA-L AFFAIRS OF MEXICO, ARRESTED 


END P.AGE ONE 
/ 


, !l/%/7S 

i—ec-MG Criminal Divj-^v.' / f +s 

Attn: O^TSS *} 

i r-, E ^" s ' i**' 

10 O 6CS ^ 

litigationl uk* 
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Intelligence Division 


IN FORMATl' 


Attached relates Dennis Banks, 
Executive Director of American Indian 


_| were arrested 

by Mexican authorities, Mexico City, 
12/6/73, as foreigners engagi ng in int erna 
affairs of Mexico. Banks and I were 

participating in gathering of "leftist” 
student groups in Mexico City who were 

speaking against Mexican Government._Both 

j ailed overnight_ 



We h ave 
tion that I 


>reviously received informa- 


Our Los Angeles Office advised both 
arrived Los Angeles 12/7/73 aboard Western 
Airli nes, FIigh t 610. U. S. Customs ad¬ 
vised I passport failed to indicate ^6 

_- b7C 

JOT * i 1 c 

* J CONTINUED - OVEK 

1 - External Affairs Division j 

1 - General Investigative division /J 










travel to Cuba and Bank's not in possession 
of U. S. passport. I^fc Angeles Office by tele- 


type (attached) adviaEdf 


b7D 


I 


If Federal trials at 


Wounded Knee go badly for AIM defendants, con¬ 
sideration given by AIM for possible kidnap¬ 
ping of U. S. Senators, namely Senator George 
McGovern, South Dakota. 

Pertinent data in attached, with excep¬ 
tion of information pertaining to Senator 
McGovern, sen t by teletype to The White 


House; State; |___| b3 

the military; Secret Service; Acting Attorney 72 
General (AG); Deputy AG; and to Assistant AG, 
Criminal Division (internal Security and 
General Crimes Sections), and by messenger to 
the Interior Department. Legat, Mexico City 
advised and instructed to notify appropriate 
authorities in Mexico City. 


If you agree. Congressional Services 
Office will contact Senator McGovern on 
12/10/73 and advise him of kidnapping threat. 
Met. Police, WDC; Secret Service, and appro¬ 
priate local authorities, South Dakota, will 
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UNITED STATES feC^J^NMENT 

Memorandum 


f 


TO 


date: 12/12/73 



: DIRECTOR, FBI 

from : V>LEGAT, MEXICO CITY (157-96) ( RIJC ) 
subject: DENNIS JAMES^BANKS: 

I- I 

EM - AIM 

ENCLOSURES 


Enclosed are 14 copies of an LHM, dated and 
captioned as above. 

REFERENCE 

Mexico City cable, 12/7/73. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

_Copy of the enclosed LHM has been furnished to 


/ 


7," 


SOURCES 

T-l is 
T-2 is 

T-3 is 
T-4 is 

CLASSIFICATION 




/v^b 3 


information from the 




Enclosed L HM is classified SE tqfrRT as it contains 


3’ 


b3 | 
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SEeRET 

\which was so classified./? A / 
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, (1 - Foreign Liaison Desk) 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 

y. i ■ ' . . 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No . 


UNI1KD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JKpTCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OE INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25 , D. C. 


December 12, 1973 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


At Mexico, D.F., Mexico 

The following information was received December 7, 

1973, from T-l, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past. 

On December 6, 1973, at 10:30 a.m., there was a 
meeting at the "Jus Semper" Auditorium of the Law School of 
the Mexican National University. This was a conference by 
an American, Dennis James Banks, who claimed to be a repre¬ 
sentative of the American Indian Movement (AIM). Some 
150 persons attended the conference. Banks arrived 
accompanied by another American and through an interpreter 
spoke concerning the Indian movement in the United States. 

Much was made of the massacre in 1890 in which thousands of 
Indians were killed at Wounded Knee. It was indicated that 
in 1968 the National Indian Movement or American Indian 
Movement was organized. It presently has the support of 
79 organizations in the United States and Canada dedicated 
to defending the Indians. He advised that in jail in the 
United States are 250 Indians and 50 "Chicanos" who were 
arrested because of the struggle in recent months and who are 
going to be tried next January; therefore, what he was asking ^ 
was aid in the fight to secure their freedom. . ^ 

As part of the conference it was als o requested _ 

that attempts be made to s ecure the freedom of | T ' * 

I at the National Mexican University 
who is known to the National American Movement. It was 
suggested that messages be sent to the President of Mexico 
so that he would intercede with President Nixon in favor of 
the Indian and Chicano movements. 


'•This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FKl. It is the property of 
the FIJI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency* 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS: 


The Americans advised that in representation of 
the Indian movement they were leaving for Cuba where there 
would be conferences concerning racial problems in the 
United States. 

At the end of the conference there was a projection 
of films and shorts regarding the repression of Indians and 
Chicanos in the United States. 

The conference ended at 11:20 a.m. with an 
invitation to attend a meeting in siipport of the residents 
of Iztacalco at 2:00 p.m. 

Thereafter there was a meeting in Iztacalco of the 
residents of that area. The meeting was organized by communist 
elements. Invited to attend this meeting were the Americans, 
Dennis James Banks and | ~[ the former 

as a representative of the Indian movement in the United 
States. The same day they had presented a conference at the 
National University concerning the problems of the Indians 
in the United States. Both these individuals were in 
Mexico as tourists and were placed at the disposition of 
the Secretariat of Government for deportation. 

At the same meeting a number of Mexicans were 
arrested and turned over to judicial authorities charged with 
disturbing the peace. 

A handbill in Spanish advertised that on December 6 
there would be a conference at the Law School of the National 
University by Russel Mains concerning Wounded Knee. According 
to this flyer the leaders of the National Indian Movement (AIM) 
who participated in the heroic defense of Wounded Knee were 
in Mexico. The leaders of AIM were identified as Dennis Banks, 
Russel Mains , I I 

The flyer concludes "Help the Chicanos and Indians, 
freedom to all Political Prisoners." 








DENNIS JAMES BANKS: 


The Mexico City daily newspaper "Excelsior" 
issue ol December 8, 1973, carried an article "2 Sioux Indians 
Taken In Custody Because They Were Participating In A Political 
Meeting Here." The article continued that the Mexico City 
Police Department advised that two American Indians, Dennis 
James Banks and George Christopher Roberts, had been taken 
into custody because they were taking part in a political 
meeting and this is not permitted to tourists. They were 
delivered to the Mexican Immigration. Along with the Americans 
seven Mexicans were also arrested for disturbing the peace 
in the area of Iztalcalco known as Apatlaco. The Mexicans 
were subsequently released. Among the Mexicans were two 
newspapermen from the magazine "Por Que." The rest were 
students. 


T-2, who has furnished reliable information in the 
past, on December 7, 1973, relayed information from what he 

ah'! a sniirp.p *-1 
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Director Sec'y 


Enclosed for the Bureau are sevej* copies of an 
^ LHM dated and captioned as above. The B ureau is requested 
to disseminate t wo copies of this LHM to | 
s' \ I Also attached for the Bureau are two copies 

of an FD-376. 

Enclosed for Denver and Los Angeles are two copies 
( each of LHM captioned as above for information. 

Minneapolis will disseminate copies of this LHM , 
to United States Secret Sajivice, Minneapolis, Minnesota. / 
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MP 157-846 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

LEADS 

LOS ANGELES 

AX LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

Will attempt to determine current permanent 
residence of subject as set forth in body of LI1M. 

MINNEAPOLIS 

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

Will continue to follow and report activities 
of subject. 


2* - 





FD-305 (Rev. 5-16-73) 


# t 

1. ^ Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. □ The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. X3 A suitable photograph fffiis I I is not available. 

Date photograph was taken_. 

5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and_is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are-—- 


| This report is classified 4. <-1 11L xaX - 

(state reason) 

disclosure of paragraphs marked .ul ■ 11 . . 1 T fi ril would 
directly identify the source and place him in great 
physical danger. 


because 


7. ^ ' Subject previously interviewed (dates) ——- 

]sQ(i Subject was not (^^interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason) 

because h e i s under current indictment on Federal 
charges stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation. 


8. Q] This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 

been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. (jg This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 

within the criteria because (state reason) 

Reasons explained in previous report. 


I®- CD Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

□ Submitted- —-- Placed □ "Yes □ No 

(date) 

W* i%] Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index. 

12. U}Q Subject designated and/or included in: 

iXH Key Activist Program □ Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 

I I Key Extremist Program 


nil Extremist Photograph Album 
I I Weatherman Photograph Album 








In Reply , Please Refer to WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

File No. 

December 26, 1973 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1- □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. [£] Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4* Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. □ Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. □ Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. |X] Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. v$. 

Photograph XXhas been furnished □ enclosed Q is not available. 


Very truly yours. 
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TED STATES DEPARTMENT OWFUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
December 26, 1973 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


All paragraphs in this Letterhead Memorandum are 
unclassified with the exception of those marked (C) which 
are classified QonfidenirLal. 

I. PREDICATION 


This investigation is based on information which 
indicates the subject is engaged in activities which could 
involve a violation of Title 18, United States Code (USC), 
Section 2383 (Rebellion or Insurrection) or 2384 (Seditious 
Conspiracy), as indicated hereafter. Subject has been 
identified as being actively involved in demonstrations and 
violent confrontations with local authorities in Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City and Custer areas of South Dakota. 
From. February 27 through May 8, 1973, American Indian Movement 
(AIM) leaders and members and their supporters occupied the 
community of Hounded Knee, South Dakota, by force of arms 
taking a number of the community's residents as hostages. 

Before surrendering to Federal authorities, they engaged in 
numerous violent and destructive acts and gunfire was 
exchanged with Federal authorities resulting in the dee.th 
of two of the insurgents. 

Characterizations for AIM and Hounded Knee can be 
found on an appendix page attached hereto. 

On September 25, 1973, a complaint was signed before 
United States Magistrate James ti. Uilson, Rapid City, South 
Dakota, charging the subject with violation of Title 18, USC, 
Section 1073; and that "on or about September 25, 1973, at 
Rapid City, South Dakota, in the He stern District of South 
Dakota, Dennis James Banks did flee the sta.te of South Dakota 
to Canada to avoid prosecution for the crimes of burglary, 
arson, and assault in Custer City, Cu.ster County, South Dakota; 
in violation of South Dakota Criminal Law 22-18-1, assault with 
a dangerous weapon, South Dakota Criminal Law 22-33-2, two 
counts of second degree arson, South Dakota Criminal Law 
22-32-8, third degree burglary, and South Dakota Criminal 
Law 22-10-1, riot and conspiracy, all being felonies in the 
state of South Dakota. 












DENNIS JAMBS BANKS 




On October 5, 1973, Assistant United States 

Pierre, South Dakota, advised that 


Attorney __ 

Dennis James Banks c1.id not appear for $105,000 Federal 
Bond hearing before United States District Court Judge 
Nichols at Pierre, South Dakota, at 10:00 a.nu, October 
i5, 1973/ reschedul ed for 3:00 p.m., same date* At 3:00 p.m. 

I appeared in Chambers of Judge Nichols and 
advise fx that Dennis Banks was snowbound in Canada and could 
not appear. In the October 19, 1973, final edition of the 
'Rapid City Journal, published in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
appeared the following article captioned, "Little Reaction 
Yet To Bissonette*s Death": 


"Pine Ridge (AP) - There was little noticeable 
reaction on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
Thursday to news that American Indian Movement 
(AIM) member Pedro Bissonette had been killed 
while resisting arrest." 


"Although some reservation residents 
privately expressed anger over Bissonette*s 
death, few were anxious to talk about it.*' 

"However, AIM executive director Dennis 
Banks has ca.13.ed the shooting of Bissonette 
'an assassination* by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA)." 


"Banks, speaking in Mount Pleasant, 
Michigan, said Thursday that Indians must 
retaliate for the incident. He said AIM 
leaders were meeting to discuss the death." 

"He said it had not been determined 
whether retaliation would take legal 
avenues or be taken ’into the streets'." 

"The AIM leader was in Mount Pleasant 
to speak at Central Michigan University. He 
is on a tour of college campuses to give AIM* s 
view of the Hounded Knee occupation. 

"Banks said he was told Bissonette was 
shot nine times, while Federal .authorities 
say he was shot once." 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


"'The Government will thoroughly investigate* 
the matter, but thoroughly do nothing', Banks 
charged. He contended the Government has not 
yet acted on a 105 previously registered complaints. 

"Banks said the best thing to do with the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs would be dissolution. 

AIM consistently has criticized the Bureau for 
its alleged failure to help Indians." 

"Indians would be better off if the BIA 
was abolished and no one was 'dictating the 
policy of our lives', Banks said. 'A complete 
review of the BIA would shock anyone'." 

"Banks said he was said, but not surprised 
to hear of Bissonette's death." 


In the October 22, 1973, Morning Edition of the 
St. Paul Pioneer Press published in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
appeared the following article captioned, "AIM. Leader 
Calls For Talks On Slaying": 

"American Indian Movement (AIM) Leader 
Dennis Banks disclosed Sunday he is organizing 
a summit conference of Indian leaders, Government 
and religious officials to peacefully resolve the 
matter of last week*s laying of Pedro Bissonette 
shot and killed by BIA Police." 

"'It will be a last, desperate attempt,' 

Banks said of the meeting, 'to meet peacefully 
with those people who have been involved in the 
persecution and wholesale assassination* of the AIM 
leadership." 

"Banks, who met newsmen outside the 
University of Minnesota field house'Where 
Indians from around the nation had gathered 
for the sixth annual AIM sponsored wild.rice 
festival, said the meeting is planned for one 
week from today in either Pierre or Kyle, South 
Dakota." 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


"Banks said invitations to the conference 
have been issued to Justice Department and 
BIA Officials, South Dakota's Governor Richard 
Kneip, and United States Senator James Abourezk 
Chiefs of both the Pine Ridge and Rosebud 
Reservations, and Officials of the National 
Council of Churches." 



"Meanwhile, Banks said AIM leaders plan 
a caravan from the Twin Cities to attend 
Bissonette's funeral Tuesday." 

"Banks said he will be in United.States 
District Court at Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
this morning to contest a restraining order 
issued against him>Saturday by District Judge 
Fred Nichols, prohibiting him from setting 
foot on the Pine Ridge Reservation where 
Bissonette’s.funeraV ceremony will be held." 

"Banks, as we/l as AIM Leaders Rus sell 


Means and LeonardjCrow Dog, were ordered by 
Juclge“Nichols to stay off the Reservation 
until they could show cause their bonds 
(in connection with upcoming trials) should 
not be changed ordering them from the 
Reservation." 

"Banks labeled- the temporary restraining 
order ’harassment ... and an attempt to 
prevent AIM leaders from attending an 
important religious ceremony', but said he 
would abide by the decision made in court 
in the scheduled hearing today." 

"Bissonette, authorities reported, was 
shot by BIA Police who were attempting to 
serve him with a Federal warrant. ' 

"Banks said Bissonette died 'a true 
Indian Patriot’, and vowed he and other 
AIM Leaders 'will continue his warrior 
spirit'." 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


■ In the October 24, 1973,. final edition of the 
Rapid City Journal published in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
appeared the following article captioned "Bissonette 
Buried, Residents Uneasy": 

"Pine Ridge (AP) - American Indian Movement 
(AIM) Leader Pedro Bissonette was buried on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation Tuesday as 
area residents waited uneasily for another 
outbreak of violence." 

"Another reservation AIM Leader Russell 
Means attended the services but Dennis Banks, 
an AIM Officer from Minnesota,was barred from 
the reservation by a Tribal Court Order and 
was threatened with six months in jail and a 
$600 fine if he entered the Pine Ridge Reservation." 

"Funeral services were scheduled for mid-morning 
but were postponed so that a caravan of 60 cars 
could accompany Bissonette*s body from about 
30 miles to the reservation line so Banks could 
spend a few minutes at the coffin. He knelt by 
the open casket in a windswept pasture and said: 
'Pedro is finally free. Pedro fought for what . 
he believed and he paid the supreme price for 
that fight,.* Banks , said, 'it is only another in 
a series of indignities that he must be brought 
outside the reservation so that I can pay my 
respects'." 

"Banks told some 300 persons accompanying 
the body, 'you must be prepared physically and 
mentally to carry on the fight that Pedro 
believed in." 

"Banks said he had good reactions from 
South Dakota and Federal Government Officials 
to a proposed meeting next week in Pierre to 
. discuss the shooting death. He called that 
meeting an 'attempt to discuss peacefully the 
circumstances surrounding Bissonette's death." 

"Banks and AIM Attorney Ramon Roubideaux 
then left the reservation to go to Rapid City. 
Roubideaux said they would contact United 
States District Judge Fred Nichols, who had 
refused Monday to :bar AIM leaders from the 
reservation." • 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


In the October 31, 1973, evening edition of the . 
St. Paul Dispatch published in St. Paul, Minnesota, appeared 
the following article captioned "Three Indian Groups To 
Seek Peace in South Dakota": 

"Tulsa (AP) - Three Indian groups will meet 
to seek an end to hostility in South Dakota, 
the National Leader of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) said Tuesday." 

"Dennis Banks said officials of the National • 
Tribal Council Association and the National 
Congress of American Indians will meet within 
; 30 days." 

"Banks and Russell Means, a former AIM 
Director, spoke at a news conference in 
connection with their trip to the annual 
convention of the National Congress of American 
Indians to seek help in the South Dakota 
controversy." 

"'Repression of the Federal Government 
has reached the point of assassination*, Means 
said. ’Since the end of the Wounded Knee 
occupation,' Means said, 'four persons 
associated with AIM have been killed in South 
Dakota and others live in fear of their lives'." 

"He blamed the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) Policemen for two of the deaths. The 
other two have not been investigated by the 
Bureau he said." 

"’We are seeing outright murder on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation', he said." 

"The FBI is trying to kill every member 
of the AIM Centrai Committee. They don't know 
who they are so they are- taking random shots." 

"'When Wounded Knee ended', Banks said, 

'we laid down alot of weapons and those weapons 
are still close by. Unless something is done 
now, the weapons will never again be laid down 
by AIM' 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


_ ” On November 15, 1973, I 

I ~l District Immigration Officer, 

1400 - 200 Portage, advised that Dennis James Banks, one 
of aiding United States authorities in Yellow Knife, 
Northwest Territories, Canada, was using the aliases 
"S. Eagle" and "Watson". 

On November 21, 1973, MP T-l advised that Dennis 
James Banks arrived in Tucson, Arizona, on November 20, 

1973, and held a news conference at the Hilton Inn in 
Tucson. Source stated that in conference which was 
covered by local television, Banks severely criticized 
the Alaska Pipeline Proposal. Banks stated that the 
Federal Government would have to compensate Indians over 
whose land the pipeline will cross and the Indians will 
have to have a voice in the placing of the pipeline on 
their lands or that Wounded Knee will look like a picnic. 

On November 17, 1973, MP T-2 advised that Dennis 
James Banks has now moved to Los Angeles, California, 
permanently, but exact address is unknown. 

In the November 21, 1973, evening edition of the 
St. Paul Dispatch published in St. Paul, Minnesota, appeared 
the following article captioned, "Tough Opposition Foreseen 
Indian Leader Raps Alaskan Pipeline": 

"Tucson (UPI) - Indians will take up 
arms if necessary to stop the Alaska Pipeline 
and 'make Wounded Knee look like a boyscout 
picnic', an Indian leader said Tuesday." 

"Dennis Banks, National Executive Director 
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), told a 
news conference the pipeline will damage the 
habitat of the region, hurting hunting and 
fishing and cause misery for generations of 
Alaskan Indians to come." 

"’The Indian response to the Alaska 
Pipeline running along the Indian land will 
make Wounded Knee look like a boyscout picnic', 

Banks said." 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


"AIM this year occupied Wounded Knee, 

South Dakota - where the Sioux fought the 
last battle of the Indian wars against the 
United States Calvary in 1890 - and held off 
Federal Marshals and Indian Police in a 
sometimes bloody siege." . 

"Banks said the pipeline ’will deny Indians 
the right to live the way they want, destroy the 
Indian pattern of living, and cause total 
destruction'." 

"Banks scoffed at reports of a current 
oil shortage." 

"’The current situation has been provoked 
by the oil industry so it can establish price 
controls and increase its holdings,' he said." 

In a November 26, 1973, final edition of the Rapid 
City Journal published in Rapid City, South Dakota, appeared 
the following article captioned, "Custer Riot Trials Set 
In Several Cities": 

"Indian activists charged in connection 
with the Custer County Court House violence 
last February will be tried in several eastern 
South Dakota Circuit Courts, it was learned 
Friday.” . 

"The spokesman said 18 persons have been 
indicted, including American Indian Movement (AIM) 
Leader Dennis Banks erf*'MihneapoIT s. "Some of 
them, including AIM Leade rs Russell Means of 
Porcupine and VernonXBeTTecourt of Denver haven’t, 
been arraigned yet, „ ■ ^g_£ s y m " ‘ \ ( 'ft 

"The indictments jiafnea variety of charges 
including arson, riot, and assault. * 

"The court spokesman said the remaining 
cases will be divided among circuit courts in 
eastern South Dakota but said the final plan 
of distribution has not been completed. The 
defendant sought the changes of venue contending 
they couldn't receive an impartial trial in 
Custer.” 
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DENNIS JAMES B*S 


"The rock-throwing, club-swinging incident 
erupted February 6, 1973, when AIM members and 
supporters were in Custer to demand that the 
charge against a white man accused of killing an 
Indian be changed from manslaughter to murder." 



On December 7, 1973, MP T-4 advised that Dennis 
James Banks was arrested by Mexican authorities, Mexico 
City, during a student rally, University of Mexico, where 
Banks made "inflammatory statements" against the United 
States and Mexico. Dennis Banks was informally charged 
with interfering with the internal security of the Mexican 
Government and jailed on Decembe r 6. 1973. with subsequen t 
deportation on December 7. 1973.1 I 


In the December 13, 1973, issue of the Burmingham 
News published in Burmingham, Alabama-, appeared the following 
article wherein Banks was interviewed and -stated that he, 

*• Banks, and his attorney, Robert Ro/Bryan, along with Mrs. 
DebbifefBrensi nger of Bryan's stafr,\and another associate 
catneuear to "death when Bryan's plane, in which they were 
flying from Sioux Falls, South Dakota , to Chicago, Illinois, 
went into a tail spin at 17^ 5u0 t eet'." Control of the plane 
was regained 20 seconds before it would have hit the 
ground. 



« # 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


In the.December 9, 1973, final edition of the 
Rapid City Journal published in Rapid City, South Dakota, 
appeared the following article captioned, "Mexico Deports 
Dennis Banks”: 

"Mexico City (AP) - The United States 
Embassy said that Mexico deported American 
Indian Movement (AIM) Leader'Dennis Banks 
Friday.V 

"The Mexican Government said it deported 
Banks, who was charged earlier this year with 
involvement in the occupation of Wounded Knee 
for allegedly interfering in Mexican internal 
affairs. The Embassy said the Mexican Government 
would not elaborate.” 

"Banks was arrested in Mexico City after 
a conference Thursday on Indian problems, an 
Embassy spokesman said, and he was placed on 
a Los Angeles bound plane." 


II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


Dennis James Banks: 


The following^!s descriptive, information regarding 


Name 
Race 
Sex 

Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Citizenship 
Height 
Weight 
Hair 
Eyes 

Complexion 
Build 
Scars and marks 1 

cfc L 
\\ > 

Ma r i t a r"s t a tus* 


M\^' 




-auksw^,'..,. 


\ 


De nnis -Jamejz 
'Indian 
Male ' 

April 12, 1937 
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
United States 
5 * 11 " 

160 

Black - shoulder length 

Brown 

Copper 

Medium - 

Tattoos "Japan 54-57" right 
upper arm: dagger right 
forearm; "502-28-0630" left 
arm and spade _ ■ 




* • * 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS . . I 


Last known address .2743 Flkst 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
FBI Number .118 417 D 

Military Number 703-557^0251 

Social Security # 502-28^0630 

Minneapolis Police ' 

Department Number 47315 
Fingerprint . 5. M _5 U 101 14 ... 

Classification I 17 U 100 10 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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APPENDIX 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


In an article appearing in the March 18, 1970, 
issue of "The Denver Post", a daily Denver, Colorado, 
newspaper, Clyde Bellecourt, described as a Director of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), was quoted as saying 
AIM was founded in Minnesota in 1968 and that it is 
dedicated to improving Indian housing conditions, employment 
opportunities and education. 

AIM subsequently became involved in the organization 
of the "Trail, of Broken Treaties" which resulted in the 
takeover of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Building, 
Washington, D.C., early in November, 1972. Damage estimated 
at close to two million dollars was done to the BIA Building. 

In January, 1973, AIM participated in a "Unity Conference" 
at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, which resulted in several 
confrontations with local authorities and numerous arrests. 

In February, 1973, AIM led activities resulting in violent 
confrontations with local authorities in the Rapid City - 
Custer, South Dakota, areas. In Custer, during a confrontation 
the Court House was damaged and the Chamber of Commerce 
Building was destroyed by fire. 

On February 27, 1973, an armed group of Indians 
under the leadership of AIM took over the community of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, located on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. While occupying the town, Indians and their 
supporters engaged in acts of violence and destruction, 
looting the Trading Post and Museum and shooting at Federal 
authorities. During exchanges of gunfire, a United States 
Marshal and an FBI Special Agent were wounded and two of the 
Indian insurgents were killed. 

AIM has no official headquarters, however, Vernon 
Bellecourt, National Director, has stated he works out of 
the Denver AIM Chapter Office. 
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D STATES DEPARTMENT OF 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
December 26, 1973 



Title DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Character EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN 
MOVEMENT 

Reference Minneapolis letterhead memorandum 
dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities are concealed 
in referenced communication have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency ; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency ■ 






DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FECLi: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICAT ION GUIDE 
DATE 01-27-2020 BY: I I 
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Transmit the following in 


Date: 12/19/73 


in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


_ AIR MAIL _| 

(Priority) j 

-—-—*-— -— '—-—■ — —-f-- 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


K>7- 




c> v co 


/'T^ROM: SAC, L(?S ANGLES (70-7456) t (P) / r-1 

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS L . / - / 

EM - AIM \lA) j 

00: Minneapolis * t -i - | 

Re Los Angeles teletype to the Bureau dated 12/8/73, 
captioned "AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT", Los Angeles teletype to 
the Bureau dated 12/7/73, and Bureau teletype to Los Angeles 
.—-dated, 12/7/7 3.(/A)/ 

i .* ^ ^ * 

Enclosed for the Bureau are nine copies of a- letterhead 
memorandum (LHM) concerning captioned subject! Additional copies 
of the LHM are being furnished to the Bureau, two for dissemina¬ 
tion to Legat, Mexico’, and two for Legat, Ottawa. Also enclosed 
for each receiving ofmice are two copies of same LHM. ,;]]) 

' -/•> ! !j 

xf'jy- Bureau (Enc\ 9)'-t£E$y ’ ^ \ ! 

Albuquerque (Enc.i 2) (RMAA''" \ / 

' 2 - Birmingham (too. L ,( 

2 - Chicago (Enc.2) (RM) hh ^ 

2 - Denver (Enc. 2) (RM) * y/ 

l 2 -'Las Vegas (Enc. 2) (RM) * j j/, 

/' 2 - Milwaukee (Enc. 2) (RM) PvEC-ES 1 . yf{ 

/ 2.- Minneapolis (Enc. 2) (RM^—ti-t il i / ^ 

r 2 - Oklahoma City (Enc. 2) (RM) jdr H _ T#j?L ! iyfev nSL 

2 - Omaha (Enc. 2) (RM) JO/ \\ 

2 - Phoenix (Enc. 2; (RM) 

£ 2 - Portland (Enc. 2) (RM) ■ L .,_ c fiA 

\ 2 - Salt Lake City (Enc. 2) (RM) ‘ \ 

2 - San Francisco (Enc. 2) (RM) - -- A 

j 2 - Washington Field (Enc. 2) (RM) 

2 - Los Angeles 'A,LA'' 


Mfll* 


“ 'l/o ^ 

j 

hft to 
t?\tg 


^ Bureau (Enc\ 9} : i£8$r * 

- Albuquerque (Enc.i 2) (RMly^B^TT-n" JA 

- Birmingham (too. >) 


^•iaEsrTcS 


I • 
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I/-Special Agent in Charge 7 

* f J 
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LA 70-7456 


Sources utilized in the enclosed LHM are identified 
as follows ) 

Source One_ 


Source Two 


Source Three 


Source Four 

United States Customs 

Los Angeles, California 

For the sake of clarity, the address and telephone 
book of DENNIS BANKS has been retyped in full by the Los 
Angeles Division, however, the original xerox copy of same 
is maintained in the Exhibit Section, of the Los Angeles 
Divisionf U ) 

Also, for the sake of simplicity, rather than 
specific leads being set forth, each office will be furnished 
with a page number of the' telephone address book of captioned 
subject on which names of individuals appeared who reside 
within the division^ U J 

Several individuals and organizations listed in 
this material could well have been legitimate contacts of 
BANKS and not engaged in extremist activity. Accordingly, 
no investigation should be conducted when the individual 
or organisation listed falls into this legitimate contact 
category.^ ) 

Receiving offices should review indices to ascertain 
if information located therein, where coupled with the fact 
that a name appears in BANKS' telephone book would warrant an 
extremist investigation. In those instances where further 
investigation is deemed warranted, advise the Bureau investi¬ 
gation is being instituted setting forth the identities of 
individuals and .organizations on whom this investigation is, 
being conducted/: (j^ j 
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SALT LAKE CITY 

Pages 9, 11, 17, 21 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Pages 8, 16, 25 
WASHINGTON FIELD 
Pages 2, 21 
LOS ANGELES 

Pages 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 10, 13, 16, 19, 23, 27 
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In Reply, Plcftse Refer to 
File No. 


risrm;S tates pk'imhtmk'vj' or n ^ w.:i 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Los Angelos, California 
December 19, 1973 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
■ EXTREMIST MATTER 
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


(jO 


Unless otherwise indicated, all sources mentioned 
in this communication have, furnished"reliable information 
in the pas <*u) 


and Dennis Banks, National AIM Leader, were arrested on Instant 
date in Mexico City-with approximately 50 other individuals. 

The source was unable to elaborate further regarding the cir¬ 
cumstances or details of the arrest ") 

AIM was founded in Minnesota in 1968, 
dedicated to improving conditions for 
the American Indian. AIM recently led 
and participated in confrontations 
with local authorities in Scottsbluff, 

Nebraska, and the Rapid City-Custer area 
of South Dakota. ■ AIM. led the takeover 
and occupation of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, in February-May 1973/^ 

' - 

On December 7, 1973--.>»Source Tito advised that Dennis 
Banks and | [ were arrested by Mexican 

authorities, Mexico City, Mexico, during a student rally at 
the University of Mexico, where Banks made "imflammatory 
statements'* against the United States and Mexico. The two 
were informal!}?- .charged with int erf erring with the internal 
security of the United States Government and jailed on 
December 6, 1973f 


15'7-3-9 '.] vs 

This document contains neither *te commendation A nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is 
.Loaned to your agency; it and its,xpiitcuts' are not to be dis¬ 
tributed outside your agency, IfClOSUBi 






DENNIS .JAMES BANKS 


8.1973. Source Three adv 


On December 7, 1973, Source Four advised that 
Dennis Banks had in his possession a cancelled ticket 
Number 0024201479008 for Braniff Airways, Incorporated, from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, to Dallas, Texas, to Mexico City, issued on 
December 3, 1973. Banks also'had Visa- Number 221-3615170 
issued Tulsa, Oklahoma, on December 3, 1973. 

On December 7, 1973, Source Four made available 
a list of telephone numbers and addresses maintained by 
Banks which are set forth below: 



































DENNIS JAMES BANKS 



Chilocco Inch School 
(/+05) 448-3800 or 
448-3966 


Chicago AIM 
(312) 528-956 or 
BR 4-3000 

Cook Christian Training 
(602) 968-9354 
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Page Thirteen 


St. Paul AIM 
(612) 224-4395 
Minneapolis (612) 333-7193 









DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


P age Fifteen 


Sonnyy&nd Cher 
Nickj^Bourne ’ 

Thursday Night/Prrelay Night 



























DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Page Twenty Five 


Zodiac News 
950 Howard Street 
.San Francisco, California 


27 - 


















IS JAMBS BANKS 


Page Twenty Seven 


Serial Number 
002-011^34-894 
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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


Via_A IHT.EiXj 


fM r 


F B I 

1 / 15/74 

(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIR MAIL (REGISTERED 


(Priority} 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 

SAC, LOS ANGELES (70-7456) (P) 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AIM 

00: Minneapolis 


it % 

/\ 


Re Minneapolis airtel and letterhead memorandum to 
the Bureau, dated 32/26/73. . 

1 / 

On 1/11/74, I I advised that there is 

no indication that DENNIS BANKS intends to take up permanent 
residence in Los Angeles at the present time. Informant infor¬ 
mation has indicated that BANKS intends to commute between 
St. Paul and Los Angeles and possibly other points during the 
judicial proceedings which are currently taking place in the 

aforementioned city. REC-57T /S''?- 2- f 3#*? 

The sources, familiar with the activities 

of American Indian^ Movement (AIM) in the Los Angeles area, were 
also contacted and confirmed that, to their knowledge, BANKS 
has no present plans which indicate that he is moving to Los 
Angeles: --„ 


V JAN Ij hr/4 


Los Angeles will continue to survey sources to 
determine when and if BANKS will take up permanent residence 
in the Los Angeles area. 


& Bureau 

4 - Minneapolis (3.57-846) (AIR MIL-REGISTERED) 

(1 - 157-1458) 

(1 - 157-1459) 

2 - Los Angeles / 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI C176-2403) 


date: 2/7/74 















^WTIONAL FOI7M NO. 10 
MAY iBte EDITION 
GSA FFM« (<1 CFR) JOl-IJ.G 


UNITED STATES flfc/ERNMENT 

MemorCmdum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (-1-75-2403) 


date: 2/14/74 


FROM 


subject: 




LEGAT, MEXICO CITY (157-96)(RUC) 

DENN.IS_JAME5 .BANKS 
EM - AIM 


/ 

J 


Re Los Angeles airtel to Bureau dated 12/19/73 
and Mexico City letter and LHM 12/12/73.'- . < ; _ / 

The following comment was made 2/1/74 by_ 

concerning notations in Los Angeles LHM 12/19/73 possibly 
relating to Mexico: i 

V 

Page 12 apparently refers to the magazine (revista) 
’’Porque’*, a well-known anti-U.S, periodical published at 
Mexico City, address P.O. Box (Apartado) 53-122, Mexico, 
Postal Zone 17, Federal District, Mexico. 

Page 26 contains a notation "Chalupas Poblanas", j 
Chalupas are a Mexican snack prepared with tortilla flour 
and poblanas are the style from the City of Puebla. 

Therefore, this would seem to be just a general reference 
to a well-known Mexican specialty food. 

Nicolas San Juan and Torres Adalid are major '--v 
Mexico City streets and their intersection apparently | ) 
indicated here is in a residential section of Mexico City^ /) 
The intersection has no known significance to source and ’/ 
may indicate an area where someone found these chalupas 
for sale. REC-29 / 

/•£'/ - Z c j • w ; - \ 

£Y-Vf \ . 1 


(5 /- Bureau 

(1 - Foreign Liaison Unit) 

(1 - Minneapolis) 

(1 - Los Angeles, .70-7456) (Info) 
2 - Mexi co City 

- (1 - I 

RS C: s Is 

C 7) , .. , />),-■»/_ /'•« I 
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S.UftEAU i0F iffjA&iftGftTION 

■• eOMMU^ECAT'HTO SECTION 


NR 204 MP PLAIN. 


mar 0 ** 93 * 

4:35 PM UP&^T MARCH 8, 1974 fl DSC 

ISETfSE 


DIRECTOR 


DENVER 15 7- 5P.9 


FROM MINNEAPOLIS 15 7-3S5 6 


THREE PAGES 



, Dej^*£.IX-Adin*_- 

Dcp.-A: D. -In v- 

Asst Cir.: 

Admin.-- 

Coro p. Syst.- 

: Ext 

Fil^ & CA4US* 
Gen. Ir^Jj6r b6 r 
73enir 1 73. -yjb 7 C 
In cti ci i 

Vlaiv & Ev*t ^ „■■ 

Spec. Inv. -- ^ 

Train: ;ig - 

Lciiul CvurL _, - *■ 

Telephone Km. 

Direct r n* fiOC f y . 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS ; RUSSELL CHARLES KEANS; AMERICAN IliSMAt) MOVEMENT 


(AIK) ; EM - AIM. PROPOSED RALLY IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE CRUSADE FOR 


Hr-'' T t - 


JUSTICE, DENVER, COLORADO ftftRffflFMAWCTO^r 

uurest; 00 , DENVER. HERRIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^* 


*** DATE 3 j 2 fe_ BY^S&yX-^ 

ON MARCH 8, 19 74, A SOURCE WHO HAS FUR WISHED FRIABLE lViptf\V 


LION b6 


I); THE PAST, STATED BANKS AND MEANS, AND 


3 b7C 
A b7D 


b V 


irr^mrp- 


REC-28 " ' , 

-:- 1 - - c, 

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM). 1 .WAS FOUNDED IK tSlNi^SOTA ’ 


IN 19SS, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOP THE AKERSffinTl WDIAK. 


AIM RECENTLY LED AND P ft P T i CIP A T E Dj; 11\> > COHERONTA.T10MS WITH LOCAL 


AUTHORITIES IN SC0TTS3LUFF, NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY -_Qi 


.. £ tf <L (C-- (Ct S, iZS / 

END PAGE ONE ■ a? w 1 t t SS. 

b4mm 81974 




PAGE TWO 


AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LID THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF 
WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY - MAY, 1973. 


SOURCE ALSO STATED THAT 


SOURCE STATED BANKS AND MEANS AND OTHER NATIONAL AIM LEADER 
ARE ENCOURAGING NON-VIOLENCE DURING THIS PERIOD | 


THERE ARE NO TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS CM BANKS AND MEANS. THEY 
HAVE BEEN TRAVELING CONSIDERABLY DURING DAYS THEIR TRIAL IS NOT 
IK SESSION. INASMUCH AS NO SPECIFIC.INFORMATION HAS SEEN RECEIVED 


END PAGE TWO 










PAGE THREE 


TO INDICATE THAT THEY MAY EKCO 


OLEMCE 


_| UNITED STATES 

DISTRICT COURT JUDGE FRED J. NICHOL, WHO IS HANDLING THEIR TRIAL 
IN ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, WAS MOT CONTACTED RELATIVE TO THE POSSIBILITY 
OF IMPOSING TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS. . 

ADMINISTRATIVE:. ; 

RE DENVER TELETYPE DATED FEBRUARY PS, 1974, CAPTIONED 
"PROPOSED RALLY IK SOLIDARITY WITH THE CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE, DENVER, 
COLORADO, March 17, 1974; EM - POTENTIAL CIVIL UNREST; 00: DENVER", 
AND DENVER TELETYPES DATED MARCH 5 & 7, 1S74, CAPTIONED "DENNIS JAMES 
BANKS; RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; EM - AIM”. 

THE CURRENT ATTITUDE OF UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JUDGE 
NICHOL OF ST. PAUL AND RECENT COMMENTS BY HIM If) OPEN COURT, 

WHICH WERE NOT COMPLIMENTARY TO THE FBI, IS ANOTHER REASON WHY NO 
CONTACT was made WITH HIM RELATIVE TO POSSIBLE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
FOR BANKS AND MEANS. 

SOURCE IS| : I 


MINNEAPOLIS WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO DETERMINE 




FBIHQ FLC FR ONE TEL HOLD 
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UNIT££ STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


. TO DIRECTOR, FBI (176-2403) 

r \ G^' - 

\ SRCMJSAC, OMAHA (157-1821) (P) 

}\ p^/V'Z/ijS O 

i subjBC^DAHNlS'7jASIBS BANKS 

EM - AIM—--' 


date: 1/21/74 


o' _ / 


Be Los Angeles airtel to the Bureau and enclosed 
IBM-dated 12/19/73. 

Referenced LHM furnished contents of an address 
book which had been in the possession of the subject when 
he was arrested in Mexico City. The followin g information 
was obtained through contact with I I and review of 

appropriate directories for Des Moines, Iowa, page numbers 
refer to the the page number in the address book as indicated 
at the top of the page of referenced LHM. 

Page 1 — Telephone Number (602) 262-6341 is the 
telephone number of the Hilton Inn, phoenix, Arizona, where 
a number of AIM members have stayed while in Phoenix in 
recent weeks. Extension 403 would indicate a room number 
in the urate1. 
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. ' .NOT RECOROMT \ \/ 


-7-*- 

///, - 


.*/ t t' ^& 

' /a t Av/r^ p ^Vt 

* - I \ V \ /T 

' - V. . ^ ~ , 

f . *J?yy U . J I DvtywJ 


4X5 F£B J? 1974 




j. jk t'j i jirv wi/ir/ty.} x 


* js 

/Q 
f 7 





'if KCFm BUREAU OF IMVESHCAtfOM 

communications section 

v F E t3 2 T1974 

\/NR 05 OM PLAIN - 

\ 7:27PM NITEL FEBRUARY 27, 1974 

'* TO: DIRECTOR (176-2403) 7 / 

Minneapolis U57-846) 

FROM; OMAHA (15 7-1821) (P) IP 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM. 


Dop^iVD.-Adm-— j 

Dep.-A.D.-Inv.~- } 

As^t. Dir,: ! 

Admm. - J 

Comp, S?i't- 

Ext Affairs - 

Filers & V - - ! 

Gon. Inv. ..- j 

.. rjrA^f 
IiHpwlioa —lAiA'r! 


LciiMiJttovy 

ytlan. & Ev»L — b7c 

'Spec. lnv.-11 

Training-■! 

Le^al Coun,-£ 

Tolophorn? Era. — j 
Director Scc’y-Jj[ 


OMAHA WORLD HERALD ON FEBRUARY 23, 1974, SET OUT 
ARTICLE WHICH INDICATED THAT DENNIS JAMES BANKS HAS BEEN 
INVITED TO SPEAK AT DANA COLLEGE, BLAIR, NEBRASKA, ON 
FEBRUARY 28, 1974. HE WAS INVITED BY THE DANA COLLEGE 
STUDENT COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND CONCERN. ^ A 

ON FEBRUARY 27, 1974, ESTABLISHED SOURCE AT ^ \ 

DANA COLLEGE VERIFIED BANKS WAS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE \ 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA, AT 6:38 P.M., FEBRUARY 28, 1974, NORTH \ 
CENTRAL AIRLINES AND PROCEED TO BLAIR, NEBRASKA, 35 MILES 
NORTH OF OMAHA, HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE, AND SPEAK AT 
8:00 P.M., FEBRUARY 28, 1974. BANKS IS ALLEGEDLY DUE 
BACK IN COURT IN ST. PAUL EARLY FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH^T, 1974. 

BANKS* APPEARANCE AT DANA COLLEGE WILL BE COVERED / 

BY ESTABLISHED SOURCES ONLY AND LHM SUBMITTED. 
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: DIRECTOR, FBI 

V 

♦ v^LEGAT, CARACAS (157-51) (RUC) 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 
EM 

Bufile 100-462483 


TO 

FROM 


» 


date: 2/28/74 




,1 . ' * • ' ' 

Re Bureau cables 1/29/74 and 2/13/74; and Bureau 
alrtel 2/4/74. ,, . . 


Appropriate officials of the American Embassy, Caracas, 
Venezuela, have been furnished all pertinent information regard¬ 
ing the possible threat of AIM attacks on embassies. 


No information regarding any AIM plans in the area 
covered by the Caracas Office has so far come to attention. 
Should any data be developed in the future, it will be immedi¬ 
ately furnished to the Bureau by cable. 
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I 


I < 
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Bureau 

Foreign Liaison Unit 
1 - Caracas , 
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UNITED STATES G^ERNMENT 
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subject: 


,* DIRECTOR, FBI (IS&eSSBSS) 

/f.i 

SAC, OMAHA (157-1821) (P) 


V 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AIM 

00: MINNEAPOLIS 


date: 3/18/74 


Re Omaha nitel to Bureau 2/27/74, 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and to 
Minneapolis two copies of an LHM reflecting that subject 
spoke at Dana Coll<eg^_Blair, Nebraska, 2/28/74, 


(?)]- Bureau (Enc,-5)^ 
^3T - Minneapolis (15‘ 


-S'- Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc.-2) 
2 - Omaha 
DGH:cj.w 
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UNWED -STATES DEPARTMENT OF jWriCE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Omaha, Nebraska 
March 18, 1974 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


The Omaha World-Herald, a daily newspaper, issue 
of February 24, 1974, set out that subject was scheduled to 
speak at Dana College, Blair, Nebraska, on the evening of 
February 28, 1974. 

Banks 1 appearance was arranged by the Dana College 
Student Committee on Human Rights and Concerns. 

The Omaha World-Herald issue of March 1, 1974, set 
out in an article entitled ’’Banks: Wounded Knee ‘Worth It tn 
that Dennis Banks, an American Indian Movement (AIM) leader, 
addressed an audience of about 500 at Dana College, Blair, 
Nebraska, on February 28, 1974. During his speech Banks 
noted that ”Wounded Knee was worth it,” and he said that he 
has been charged with ten crimes stemming from Wounded Knee, 
including burglary and conspiracy. Banks was quoted as 
saying, ”1 look to Washington and I understand where the real 
burglars in this country are." Before his speech Banks 
said in an interview, "Attitudes about the Indian have changed 
for the better because of Wounded Knee." He called the 
incident "the most single, most important event in Indian 
history." He stated that the Wounded Knee incident has also 
boosted the ranks of AIM, which "has grown by leaps and bounds." 

The article also set out that Banks told the audience 
of the events leading up to Wounded Knee, the goals of AIM, 
and his troubles with prosecution on the charges stemming from 
the incident. 

In referring to the Wounded Knee incident. Banks 
said during his speech, "For the first time in the history 
of the United States, there was a concentrated concern for 
the problems that face the Indian people. We were on the brink 
of disaster, not only as a tribe, but as a race of people. 

Only one solution remained. It was Wounded Knee." 

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was 

founded in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated 

to improving conditions for the American 













DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Indian. AIM recently led and participated 
in confrontations with local authorities 
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid City- 
Custer area of South Dakota. AIM led the 
takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 

South Dakota, in February-May, 1973. 

On March 11, 1974, Chief of Police, Blair, Nebraska, 
John Hoppe, stated he had learned Banks was paid $400 plus 
expenses for his trip to Blair and his speech by the Student 
Committee who invited him. 







F B I 


FD-3 b (?.sv. 5-22-64) 

S 


Date: 3/14/74 


Transmit the following in 


CODE _ 

(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via TELETYPE 


URGENT 


r. 

D'-p -A n -.V'm,...! 

I r :••• .V. _ ! 


A!- , __| 

C U.O * *-| 

Er f . A'A-ri —1 


’ G'">. :.v'. -_j 

\ . • j&k i 


(Priority) 


} - Ci £vai_) 


| I inv. 


DIRECTOR (157-28313)(MAIL) 
MINNEAPOLIS (70-6832) 


L/M-vsi Coun-_.-J 

Tel'^h^ne 
mrvtn k S*c\v 


FROM: KANSAS CITY (176-80) ^ 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS; DENNIS JAMES BANKS; CIR-BURGLARY, ET AL. 


KANSAS CITY (176-80) 

y 


RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO ALL SAC'S, MARCH 3, 1974, 


SEVEN KANSAS CITY AGENTS, WHO SERVED IN WOUNDED KNEE, S.C., 


WORKED ON ROADBLOCK NO, ONE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER DURING 


ASSIGNMENT THERE, GENERALLY THE AGENTS WERE AWARE OF A TELEPHONE V\ 

At? A TT A T>T T, rtVt nA A Tttif n/iv lt/A A > ttt . rtrt r T*r», mn 1 T/\\T T-» t tm-r t TrtiH^ m*Tn ^ i-i 


AVAILABLE ON ROADBLOCK NO. ONE; HOWEVER, NONE UTILIZED THE 


TELEPHONE FOR ANY PURPOSE DUE TO OTHER SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS. 


RUC. 


END. 
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OPTJOMAt. TOflM MOt to 

MAY EDITION 

ctJA D^IR (41 CFr) \<X*US 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


date: 3/27/74 


FROM 


’Wv 

object: 


SAC, PHOENIX (157-1922)(RUC) 


DENNIS JAMES-'BANKS 
EM - .AIM 
00: MP 


ReOMnitel to Bureau 


. ,X, 


rhe fo llowing investigation was conducted by SA 


AT FT. MC DOWELL INDIAN RESERVATION, 

SCOTTSDALE, ARIZONA.. 

On 12/7/73,1 I Ft - 

Me Dowell Indian Reservation and]_ _ _ < _ 

w03T$ ccnt^ct^d on i,oxi f 2*0111 sourc 0 

that I I Ft. Me Dowell Tribal Counsel, 

had invited.DENNIS BANKS,. AIM, to come to the reservation 
and assist tb.e local people against the D.8. Corps of Engineers 
in the buildi ng of a dam, which would cause the flood ing of the 
reservation. I I advised that |~~~ I was one 

of the persons attending a meeting in Oklahoma City along with 

in which AIM members participated. 


According* 
promise from DENNIS^ - 
possible, the reside 
in their efforts aga 
building of the dam. 
It is noted that the 
the beginning of the 
of .the dam. * 

c®' 

< 5 ^ 

/2 - Bureau 
•2 - Minneapolis (157 
1 - Omaha (157-1821) 
1 - Phoenix 
HFG pab 
( 6 ) 

5 lAFg 5 -iqi 


Ifco l | secured a !/ 

BANKS that he would, assist in any way Yj 
nts of the Ft. Me Dowell Indian Reservation® 
inst the Tj.S. Corps of Engineers in the ff 
No date for this activity was scheduled e f 
Corps of Engineers has not date set for 
construction or ’survey for the construction 


V b7C 


RZC-48 I&7- 


-1458) 

(info.) 


AK. i •. : y t . 



tl iv» 7^/ri Xsr, yr^-ibr/^- 


77 0 


r n-yr 








PX 357-1922 
HFG/pab 


Subsequent to the above contact, Phoenix has 
maintained liaison with logical sources, but no information 
has been developed to indicate that the subject plans a 
visit to Arizona. 

On 3/5/74, 1 I advised that to his 

knowledge, no AIM activities had taken place on the reservation 

In the event that any pertinent information 
regarding subject visiting this area is received, the 
Bureau and 00 will be advised. 
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FEDERALTOUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


#ri 


reporting office office of origin 

MINNEAPOLIS MINNEAPOLIS 

TITLE OF CASE ^ ~ 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 


4/18/74 


REPORT MADE BY 


12/26/73 - 3/28/74 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

(KEY EXTREMIST) 


REFERENCE 


Minneapolis airtel with LHM by SA| 
12/26/73 and captioned as above. 


dated 


- P - • ^ 

•A, Pf. 

ADMINISTRATIVE « % 

-” 

Two copies of an FD 376 are attached to two copies of-'*". 
this report. One (1) copy of Minneapolis report is being 
furnished to Denver for information in view of its interest in /tv 
A merican Indian Movement (AIM) activities. .it;- 


_ ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 

Con vie. I au to. I fug" | fines I saving 


. <—■" 

Jacquit- 
1 tals 

CASE H AS BEEN: if 

L_i 

FENDING OVER ONE YEAR £3 Y E5 P3nO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS OYES j jNO 
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>E CI a u rgent 
TrrTtTARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


owes made: ^ 

(5/- Bureau (157-29309) (RM) 

1 - U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota (RM) 

1 - Denver (RM) 

2 - Minneapolis (157-846) 


Di ssemmotton Record qf Attached Report 

Agency bfc fl. (\ /gi 

Request Reed- _ 

Date Fwd. | ; 

How Fwd. \ i t t jrt' 
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MP 157-846 


Source 

Location 

MP T-l is 

157-846-339 

MP T-2 is_ 

157-846-354A 

.ME t =3. la_ 

157-846 360 

H Si S^rc-t 

MP T-5 is 

-1 

157-846-445 

MP T-6 is | 

157-846-455 

MP T-7 is_, 
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FD-305 (Rev. 5-16-73) 

1/ 


« * 

1* [29 Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. □ The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. S) Changes on the ADEX Card are necessaiy and Form FM22 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. [x) A suitable photograph (3 is □ is not available. 

Date photograph was taken /? *73 - 

5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and-is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are___ 

6. □ This report is classified--- because 

(state reason) 


7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) - 

Hx~l Subject was not interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason) 


of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation. 


8. Q This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, has 

been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. [X] This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 

within the criteria because (state reason) 

BANKS is current National Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). 


10. [X] Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

□9 Submitted-5~/lj^y- Placed [2 Yes □ No 

11. El Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index. 

12. [j3 Subject designated and/or included in: 

□ Key Activist Program □ Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 

GSI Key Extremist Program [X] Extremist Photograph Album 

I 1 Weatherman Photograph Album 

--- £- - 

C^VER PAGE 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN VESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

Minneapo1is, Minne s o ta 


Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

Dear Sir: 


April 18, 1974 


In Reply, Pleose Refer to 

File No. 157-846 


RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST MATTER - 
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1* □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2- [X] Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. S5 Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5.. □ Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. □ Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 

Photograph [j 3 has been furnished □enclosed □ is not available. 


Very truly yours, 



% 

* \ 

f 


I - Special Agent in Charge (Enciosure(s)) (1) 

U-S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM) 

Enclosure(s) (J) 
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Copy to: 1 - U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM) 


Report oi l I 

Date: April 18, 1974 

Field Office File H, 157-846 
Tide: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Office: Minneapolis, Minnesota 


b€ 

b7C 


Bureau File 157-29309 


Character- EXTREMIST MATTER - 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS is current National Executive Director of 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) and a member of the AIM 
Central Committee. BANKS currently resides at 2616 Harriet 
Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minnesota. BANKS attempted to deal 
with the kidnapers of PATRICIA HEARST for her release. Financial 
matters and other activities set forth. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

- F - 


DETAILS 


On January 2, 1974, MP T-l advised that DENNIS JAMES 


BANKS is currently resiq 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 


incr f \ t_?616 Ha-r-rirof AwmiP-Sniihh. 


b€ 

b7C 


Sources whose identities are 
concealed herein have furnished 
reliable information in the past 
except where otherwise noted. 


Tlib (locuiiicnt runteinu neither recoin JHehiJntion:! not 1 i:ondn^ i i^ of the H in the property qZ the 3'FJI and is lotuurd to your ugtncyL it nnd ita contents 

lire not lo be distributed utiLaitlc your agency. 



_ ■ On January 2, 1974, MP T-l advised that I I 

l is a prominent member of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) in the Minneapolis area. 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

The American Indian Movement (AIM) was founded 
in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated to improving 
conditions for the American Indian, AIM recently 
led and participated in confrontations with local 
authorities in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the 
Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota, AIM led 
the takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 

South Dakota, in February-May, 1973. 

WOUNDED KNEE TAKEOVER 

On February 27, 1973- members of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) with non-Indian supporters, 
seized hostages and by force of arms, occupied the 
town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts of the 
town were burned and ransacked, six members of AIM 
were wounded, two fatally, two Federal officers 
were wounded, one permanently paralyzed, in several 
exchanges of gunfire between occupants and 
surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, 
the occupation ended by the surrender of the 
remaining occupants. More than 200 arrests were 
made in connection with the occupation. 

On January 25, 1974, MP T-2 advised that during 
the occupation of Wounded Knee DENNIS BANKS carried a .45, 

.38 caliber, and a Japanese pistol. 

On January 28, 1974, MP T-l advised that the new 
current AIM National Leaders include DENNIS BANKS as National 
Executive Director. BANKS is also on the AIM Central Committee 
which makes all the important decisions. 
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MP 157-846 


On Ja nuary 9. 1974. MP T-3 advised that DENNIS 
BANKS has about I 


and AIM 


is a prominent AIM member' 


MP T-3 further advised that 


]was known to advocate 


a "confrontation anywhere because it was good for business". 

On January 4, 1974, MP T-4 advi sed that during th e 
AIM Wild Bice Festival several weeks a&o.l I 
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b6 

b7C 
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The following article appeared in the February 15, 
1974, morning edition of the Minneapolis Tribune, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation polished in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota: 


"Banks Asks Safe Return of Hearst*s Daughter" 

"American Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks said 
Thursday he is.trying to get an agreement with other organiza-■ 
tions to negotiate the release of Patricia Hearst, who was 
kidnapped from her California apartment 10 days ago. 

"AIM and five other organizations were named by the 
Symbaionese Liberation Army (SLA), the group that claims to 
have kidnapped the daughter of wealthy newspaper publisher 
Randolph Hearst, as the distributors of $400 million in food 
to the poor of California. 

"Banks said he is suggesting to the other groups that 
each send a representative to meet.with the kidnappers and 'ask 
for the safe return of that girl before there's any food 
distributed.' 

Hv -3. 


J 




MP 157-846 
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”*We want to assure the parents and the American 
people that girl is safe and that we return with the girl and 
then Mr* Hearst can do what his conscience dictates,* Banks 
said. ’We want to do everything possible to make sure the 
girl is returned safely.* 

"Banks said he is going to California Saturday to 
meet with representatives of the other organizations." 

The following article appeared in the February 21, 
1974, morning edition of the Minneapolis Tribune published 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, captioned "Banks, Means Condemn 
Hearst Kidnapping": 

"Dennis Banks, Russell Means and Attorney William 
Kunstler spent three days in San Francisco meeting with the 
Hearst family, and representatives of ..five other organizations 
designated by the kidnapers to supervise the distribution of 
food they demanded from Randolph Hearst, San Francisco newspaper 
and magazine publisher.” 

"Kunstler gave Means and Banks much of the credit 
for winning the approval of the ether organizations for the 
distribution plan offered by Hearst Tuesday to the Symbionese 
Liberation Army". 

On January 28, 1974, MPT-1 advised that 

RUSSELL MEANS is a member of the AIM 

Central Committee which makes all the 

important decisions for AIM. 


| b6 

DENN IS BANKS--and a member of the Woun ded b7c 

Knee | 



The following article appeared in the Sioux Falls - 
"Argus Leader" on February 18, 1974. The "Argus Leader" 
published in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, is a published daily 
newspaper of general circulation, 

"Banks: AIM to Act as Ransom Observer" 

"Cedar Rapids, Iowa (AP) - Dennis Banks, executive 
director of the American Indian Movement, said Friday night 
that AIM will act as an observer in the distribution of 
the ransom for Patricia Hearst, 

"Banks issued a plea to the Symbionese Liberation 
Army, which claims it ’arrested* the newspaper heiress at 
her apartment near the University of California campus, that 
no harm come to Miss Hearst. 

"Banks* message was relayed to the San Francisco 
radio station that has been acting as a go-between since the 
kidnaping. AIM was one of six organizations requested to act 
as observers." 

On February 18, 1974,, MP T-5 advised that DENNIS 
BANKS addressed a three-day conference entitled "Wounded Knee: 
Indian Rights of Trial," from February 14 - 16, 1974. The 
conference was held at the University of Iowa, Iowa City, 

Iowa, Chicano Indian Cultural Center, No protests or arrests or 
incidents occurred within the three-day conference. 
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On February 11, 1974, ME T-6 advised that DENNIS 
BANKS attended a fund-raising concert for the Wounded Knee 
Legal Defense Fund at the University of Mexico, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 

On February 9, 1974, MP T-6 advised that BANKS 
arrived at 9:30 AM from Denver, Colorado, arid addressed 
approximately 2,000 individuals attending the concert. BANKS 
then departed Albuquerque the afternoon of February 10, 

1974, for St, Paul, Minnesota. 

___On February 25. 1974. MP T-7 advised that I I_, 
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MP T-l advised on January 28, 1974, that 

| b6 

of AIM. : 1 b7C 


MP T-7 further advised that \ 


zm 


r p 


_On February 21, 1974,._^_ 

Bureau of Ind ian Affairs (BIA). Albuquerque A rea 
"arivj wpH that the I 


i 


f BIA, 
ENNIS BANKS 


__] attended a meeting at the 

the afternoon of February 11, 1974, 


request of 

at. the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
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MF 157-846 


stated that the discussion-was of 
proposed plans by AIM to. hold a general Information 
workshop for the Pueblo Indians, Albuquerque Area Office 
BIA personnel, and other interested person s, the d ate 
tentatively being set for March 30, 1974. | stated 

that the AIM representative stated the purpose ot the meeting 
would be to provide general information about the purpose of 
AIM and to identify some of the services AIM might be able 
to provide for the Pueblo people in such areas as civi l rights , 
employment, housing, law enforcement, education, ,etc. 


stated that DENNIS BANKS emphasized.that AIM intentions were 
not to cause any kind of disruption, but rather to present 
information with the hope that all people interested in Indian 
affairs might work in cooperation towards the same goal, further 
stating that while he realized BIA would probably have security 
personnel around, everything would remain peaceful as long as 
no one got "pushy". 


I stated that a tentative location for the meeting 
would be Santo Domingo. Pueblo,. New Mexico (depending on whether 
or not it would be approved by the.Pueblo Indian people). 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


FROM? 

SUBJECT: 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL. REGISTERED 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR , FBI (100-462483) 

SAC, DENVER (157-529) (p) 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

RUSSELL MEANS 
EM - AIM 

(DN File 70-3806) 

DENNIS BANKS 
EM - AIM 

(DN File 70-3818) 


Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of an 
LHM and two copies for each receiving office of an LHM 
concerning captioned organization. As set forth in LHM 
BANKS and MEANS were involved in speeches and rallies 
on successive weekends in Denver, Colorado. 

The Denver Police Department, Denver, Colorado 
have tape recordings of entire speech made by MEANS 
at the rally in Denver on 3/17/74; however, UACB this 
speech will not be transcribed as none of the- statements 
made by MEANS involve a violation of Federal or local 
law and it is felt that they do not constitute significant 
intelligence information since they are essentially the 
same as previous speeches made by MEANS throughout the 
country. 

6 - Bureau (Encs. 8) (RM) 0 - 157 - 29309 ) (2-157-MEANS) 

2 - Albuquerque (RM) (Encs"; 2) .. ~i ,-•> ; 

2 - Butte (RM) (Encs. 2) / f ? , ~ ; 

3 - Minneapolis (157-1458) (Encs. 2) (RM) 

(157-1509^ x 

1 - Phoenix (157-1436) (RM) (Encs. 2) (Info.^® ^ ^74 
3 - Denver ,_ _ 


Special Agent in Charge 


fft, 


ORIGINAL FILED IN 













v ON 157-529 



W / 


As MEANS and BANKS have reportedly returned to 
St®^Paul, Minnesota for their trials, Denver has no 
active investigation concerning them and their cases 
are being considered RUC in the Denver Division* 


Source 1 is 


LEADS; 

ALBUQUERQUE DIVISION 

- AT ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO ; Will attempt to 
identify _ lndividual mentioned as President of the National 
Indian Youth Congress or similar named organization who 
spoke al ong with MEAN S and BANKS at Boulder, Colorado on 
3/9/74® I I described tHs individual as an Indian 

female, approximately 23-27 years of age, 5*6”, 200 pounds, 
wearing necklace of double row of black bones* 


BUTTE DIVISION 

AT NORTHERN CHEYENNE INDIAN RESERVATION, MONTANA; 

Will contact sources to determine if AIM plans to 
intervene in planned strip-mining operation scheduled to begin 
in June, 1974* 

All auxiliary offices will contact logical sources 
to, determine if AIM plans a takeover on the Northern Cheyenne 
Indian Reservation similar to that which occurred at Wounded 
Knee in February, 1973* 
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In Reply, Phase Refer Jp 

™*X°- 157-529 


UNIT^STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS^E 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Denver, Colorado 

’• I ' 

. March 2^, 1974 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
RUSSELL MEANS- 
. DENNIS BANKS 


On March 6, 1974, Source 1, who has previously 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
Russell Means and Dennis Banks, were to be in Denver, 

Colorado to speak on Friday, March 8, 1974 at 6:00 p.m, . 
at the Denver Native American United Center (DNAU), 

16th and Gaylord Streets, Source 1 advised that these 
individuals would then travel to Boulder, Colorado to 
make a speech at the University of Colorado (CU) 
and would thereafter return-to St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Source 1 learned from an individual whom he regards 
as reliable, that supporters of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) and also Mexican-American^ who are 
members of the Crusade for Justice, are to meet at 
Stapleton International Airport (SIA), Deliver, Colorado’ 
and march to the Indian center. Source 1 learned_^ 

that numerous out-of-town persons including Banks and Means 
TOuld support the crusade at their rally in memory of one 
Luis "Jr. Martinez, to be held at the State Capital Building, 
Denver, Colorado on March 17, 1974. -. 


i 
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'AMERICAN INDIAN i^VEMENT 
RUSSELL MEANS 
DENNIS BANKS 


t 




, ' ' | : AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

I ' • ' . ' '• 

Tfye &*etican Indian Movement (AIM) was founded 
in Minnesota ib'1968, dedicated to improving conditions 
for the Amcrii-att Indian. AIM recently led and participated 
in confrontations with local authorities in Scott sbluff, , i 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City - Custer area of South Dakota' 
AIM led the takeover and occupation of Wounded KneCy South 
Dakota, in February *• May, 1973. ' . L . .. 


• * CRUSADE FOR JUSTICE 

The Crusade for Justice is a militant Mexican- 
American organization founded in 1968 with headquarters 
in Denver, Colorado, Its political arm is known as 
”La Raza Uni da” - The United (Mexican - American) People. 
Its objective is development of the Mexican-American 
community in political education and social action. 


On March 6, 1974, Source 2, who has provided 
reliable information in the past, advised that Banks 
and Means were scheduled to arrive in Denver on Western 
Airlines (WAL) Flight 479 from St. Paul, Minnesota at 
7s35 p,m«. on March 8, 1974. 

On March 8, 1974, a Special Agent of the FBI observed 
approximately 60 Indians at the boarding area of Concourse 
”Ch, SIA, Gate 1, awaiting the arrival nf WAL Flight 479. 
Observed in the crowd were I I of the 

Denver Chapter of AIM and several known members of the Denver 
AIM Chapter. Also observed were approximately eight Indian 
males wearing red armbands who were not from Denver and appeared 
to be part of a security patrol for the AIM leaders. At 
approximately 7 s40 p.m., WAL Flight 479 arrived an d Banks an d 
Means were observed deplaning and being greeted by| ~ 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
RUSSELL MEANS 
DENNIS BANKS ^ 




On March 9, 1974, Source 1 stated that he was 
at SIA on the evening of March 8, 1974 to await the arrival 
of Dennis Banks and Russell Means, who were to speak 
that night at the Indian center. Source 1 stated that' 
approxim ately 70 Indians showed up at the'airport. Source 1 
observed l I and several other members of the Denver 

AIM at the airport. Source 1 stated that when Banks and 
‘Means arrived via WAL they were transported by car'to 
” DNAU. Source 1 stated that at the Indian center were 
" ' ‘‘ " approximately 150 Indians and an equal number of Mexican" 
Americans. Source 1 stated that he recognized numerous 
Mexican-Americans who are affiliated with the CFJ and 
some individuals who reside in Ft. Lupton, Colorado 
"who are connected with the United Farm Worker's Union, 

At the center. Sourc e 1 also obser ved an individual * 
known to Source 1 asf land (first name unknown) 
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At the center. Source' 1 also observed 
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Source 1 stated that both Means and Banks spoke 
at the gathering. Means talked about the unity between 
the Indians and Chicanos and the mockery of the trial in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. Means stated he found it incredible 
that the U.S. Government was prosecuting native Americans 
whom Means described as the original owners of this land. 

Means also described the Chicanos as being pert Indian'and ' 
alleged that the theft of the land which had victimized the 
Indians had also victimized their Chicano brothers. Means 
spoke in some detail concerning the Indian religion and culture 
and the need for the Indians to-regain their identity and 
win their rights against the corrupt society of the White man. 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
RUSSELL MEANS® 

DENNIS BANKS ^ 



Source 1 stated that Banks spoke concerning unity. 

with the Chicano movement and noted that the Chicanes 
had been the primary supporters for the Indian' struggle at 
Wounded Knee* South Dakota and provided both physical 
and material aid. 

Ib6 
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On March 18, 1974, Source 1 stated that he attended a 
rally at the State Capitol Building, Denver, Colorado on March 17, 
1974. The rally was sponsored by the CFJ and attracted an 
audience of 1500 persons most of whom were Mexican^Americans 
and perhaps 100 to 200 Indi ans. Source 1 stated there were 


numerous speakers including l 
of the CFJ and Russell Means^ leader of AIM. 
that most of the speakers denounced the U.S, 
Government of Colorado, 
officialSo 


Source 1 noted 
Government, the 

local and Federal law enforcement 
The speakers emphasized that a revolution among the 
minority of this country is imminent and that they should band 
together for strength. 
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On March 17, 1974, Special Agent of the FBI observed 
a rally at the State Capitol Building, Denver, Colorado. The 
rally was attended by approximately 1200 to. 1400 persons. Among 
the numerous speakers was Russell Means, a leader of the AIM. 
Means noted in his speech that a majority of the support for 
the Indians at Wounded Knee came from Chicanos. He talked 
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AMERICAN INDI 
RUSSELL MEANS 
DENNIS BANKS 




MOVEMENT 




against the White man's pollution and other problems 
noting that the Indian society never had a need for 
old folks’ homes, insane asylums and never suffered 
with unemployment, pollution, gettos or crimes,, Means 
stated that the White man is scarring the landscape,. Means 
stated that the AIM had been requested by leaders of the 
Northern Cheyenne Indian Reservation to come to the 
reservation in June, 1974, to prevent the planned starting 
of strip-=-mining of coal on reservation land* Means requested 
the aid of persons in the audience to "get it on" as they had 
in Wounded Knee. Means drew a big response when he made 
the standard joke about George Washington not being the 
Father of his country. . Means condemned the schools run 
by the White man as being nothing more than the brain* 
washing of Indian children. He threatened that unless 
there is progress in meeting the AIM demands by the Government, 
1976 will be "a very unhappy birthday for the U.S." 


Also sneaking at the rally was 


1 for Means and Banks at their 1 

trial in St. Paul, 


Minnesota, for numerous charges arrivin g out of t he occupation 
of Wounded Knee, South Dakota in 1973. I I claimed that 

the defendants could not be conv icted if the "people" 
worked to free them. | I stated that th e courts w ere 

one tool in the struggle against the system. I I 

noted that the people assembled at the rally would make the 
revolutio n which was certain to come, long before 1976. 

~| further stated that pe ople might have to die in the 
streets to win the revolution. I . 1 denounced what he 
described as the ruling class of capitalist imperialists and 
politicians, who he alleged were in their employ. He stated 
that the country had been built by the sweat of the people and 
that the people would take back what they had built when the 
revolution was won. 
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ECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRGLi: 
IBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICAT ION GUICE 
DATE 01-27-2020 BY: I "" I 
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i To:: ' Director; FBI ■ 

%»-* i* ■% " ,■ 
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FroW/^Legal Attache, Ottawa 


Date: 3/21/74 

(Bufile : 176-2403' 

Attention : - 

( 70-23 



Enclosed are the following communications receivedfromUic 

Original and two copies of | ~ 

Remarks: 


Ljj/V/GG 

■StAsWiED 8Y:JS 


5 IFY ON? 


SO 

Dissemination ~ para 4 ' 

I — -j May be made as received JSfQT RECORDED 

- 1 May be made as indicated by stamp on enclosure*-—i/By npp * 107 / 

1 1 May not be made without further clearance with |y§^ ' v&fQ 


Following offices would be interested in receiving copies of enclosures: 

Minneapolis .- 


Status with this office: 

iXXKRHC / E^'CLOSTJSB 

C_J Pending 

/3 / Bureau VEnc „ 3) 

r _-Yl ” Minneapolis) (GS-S431) 

JEBtcae I \ / 

( 3 > Vf*\ /* "V* ■ 
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DENNIS,JAMES BANKS, 

EM - AIM 
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ON JUNE 10, 1974, DENNIS JAMES BANKS HAS BEEN REPORTED TO HAVE 
MADE A PUBLIC STATEMENT RESIGNING HIS POSITION AS THE NATIONAL 
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,-PD-122 (Rev, 1-22-73) 


O^IIONAl fOR* NO. 10 
1942 EDITION 
GSA G*N. NO. 77 


aoio-io^ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum. 





dated 


Si 


A 

Vj \ 


8/74. 


Recommend: □ Inclusion in AD EX (summary attached)* 

| | Removal from ADEX (summary attached)* 

[X] Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 
* Abstract required. 


' hS 
hi C 


iName 


Also known as: 


I | Supplemental page attached. 


Sex 


\ 1 Male 

f \ Female 


Race 


|—{ White □ Black 

\ j Other 


Citizenship 

□ U- S. n Alien - 


Specify Country 


Date of Birth 
(Month, day, year) 


Place of Birth 


Employment 

Occupation: 


•ational Executive Director 


Residence Address 

2616 Harriet Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Firm & Address: - 

American Indian Movement 


Minneapolis. Minnesota 


jTVpe of Activity (Check principal activity only) 
I \ (BEX) Black Extremist 
1 I (CMC) Communist (pro-Chinese) 

PH (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet) 

I I (CMT) Communist (Trotskyist) 


\ 1 (FRN) Foreign Affiliation - - 

' Specify Country 

| l (PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist 

|—| (REV) Revolutionary □□ (MSC) Miscellaneous 


[ | Tab Special Interest 
( \ Espionage 

1 t Foreign Government Employee 
I I U. S. Government Employee 

[ I Remove Special Interest Tabbing 


| | Place in Unavailable Section 

[ j Missing 

[~1 Out of Country ^ y J ‘ j . fj / - 
| | Imprisoned ^ f ? 

| j Remove from Unavailable SectiofrJOT RE cordSP 


Key Facility Data (if applicable) 

Geographical Reference Number_L 


\, 

,V* _' l _ 


.Responsible Agency 


® An 24 \m 

i 


z )- Bureau (Enos. 
1 - Minneapolis 
BCS/mjs 
(3) 


M) 












lit Reply, Please Refer to 
Fa* No. 157.846 


SUBJECT: DENIS JAMES BANKS 


CHARACTER: EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


REFERENCE: Minneapolis memorandum, dated December 26, 19/3, 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address, A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified): 

Residence: 263.6 Mar riot Avenue South 
M inneapo1is, Minnasota 

Employment: National Executive Director 
American Indian Movement 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property of the FBI and 

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . 

agency* 
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Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 6/12/74 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 


SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMEb BANKS 
EM - AIM 


iPk AKI 



P 

Re Minneapolis nitel to the Bureau, 6/10/74. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of LHM 
dated and captioned as above. Two copies of FD 376 are 
stapled to two of the enclosed LHMs for dissemination 
to U.S. Secret Service, Washington, D.C. LHM with FD 376 
is t being submitted to U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 


P - Bureau (Eacs. I*) 
2 - Minneapolis (RM) 
EC/mjs 

(4) Agency: 


: ) 


Sacs. 1ZJ 

Lis (RM) ' — — 

Agency: Secret Service / $4 JUN 15 1^74 
Dept. - A&fLClgi 1 171 

AAG Criminal Div. TyT 

Attn: ISS ,- 

GCS (Lit. Unit) 

How forwarded KI £ .' 

^te_ /,//?/7 </; Z 7 

By_ 

/ C. cJ 4 2 - ^ 



r 

j^iaf Agent in Charge 


-M Per- 

U.S. Govern merit Printing Office: 1972 — 455-574 
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DERMIS JAMES BAhFS 


On June 11, 1974, Special Agent I ^ _ 

advised that the June 10, 1974, edition of the "Aberdeen 
American Kews”, n newspaper of general circulation la 
the Aberdeen area, had an article by Phyllis Mensing 
of Associated Press. This article stated the following 
information: 


‘> 


b7C 


Dennis Banks would tell the Indian representatives 
at the Internation.''1 Treaty Conference, June 10, 1974, that 
he will soon resign as the Executive Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIK). 


Banks would tell them of his plans to quit as an 
AIM official in order to have time to work on experimental 
projects for the organization. He said one of his goals 
is to work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe in Montana on 
developing management of natural resources. He said he 
would like to see a working tribal coalition come out of 
the convention to work for the enforcement of Indian 
treaties. The following quotation was made in the 
newspaper by Dennis Banks: "I would like to see AIM focus 
on lobbying activities and taking the Government to court 
over the treaty issue rather than confrontation.” 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the TBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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DENNIS.JAMES BANKS 


Special Agent I [ advised that a local 

..radio station KOLYhreported on June 10, 1974, 
that Dennis Banks had resigned his- position as Executive 
Director of AIM. 

■ ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


W' * t 


win™ 
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FEDERAL^buREAU OF INV#TIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

MINNEAPOLIS 
TITLE OF CASE 


O FFICE OF ORIGIN 

MINNEAPOLIS 


DENNIS JAMES-'BANKS 


6/14/74 


| REPORT MADE BY 


| INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

3/11 - 6/13/74 


I CHARACTER OF CASE 


(KEY EXTREMIST) 
EM - AIM 


TYPEO 8y 

. . b( 


REFERENCE 

-'O : _ 

Minneapolis report of SA dated . 

4/18/74", -- . <U 

. ,Jj \,^J Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, dated 6/12/74./^ 


7 ' 

m/TM 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

Two copies of an FD-376 are attached to two copies of 
this report. One copy of Minneapolis report is being furnished 
to Denver for information in view of its interest in American ** 
Indian Movement (AIM) activities. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 

□ NONE 

CON VI C. 

FUG. 

FIN ES 

SAVINGS 

RECOVERIES 



__^ jdl 

i—1-:-i 



APPROVED 
COPIES MADE; 


SRF.CI AL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


(j)- Bureau (157-29309) (RM) 

1 - U.S. Secret Service, 

Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM) 

1 - Denver (RM) : ijs « i; , 

2 - Minneapolis (157-846)- L£ 

_ it l * H :>v _ 

Dissemi nation Record of Attached Report/ iirf 


t ril ^ 

" ' «• S . 


Agency 


Request Reed. 


Date Fwd. 

3 

rn 

How Fwd, 

£ 

UL* 
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rfUf [.• CASE HAS BEEN: 
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PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS □ Y ES [ | NO 
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Source 



MP T-2 is 


MP T-4 


MP T-5 
MP T-6 


MP T-7 is 


' • „ 




Location 


157-846-483 


157-846-504, 507 


157-846-504 


157-846-519, 527, 534 
See Non-Symbol Source Page 
See Non-Symbol Source Page 


157-846-502 


COVER PAGE 











FD-303<(Rev. 5-16-73) 


• • 

1* ® Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. Q The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. [xl A suitable photograph jx] is □ is not available. 

Date photograph was taken_ 1973 _ 

5. □ Subject is employed in a key facility and_is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are_ 

6. □ This report is classified_ because 

(state reason) 


7. □ Subject previously interviewed (dates) -- 

5cl Subject was not ixj interviewed □ reinterviewed because (state reason) 

of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation. 


8. □ This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with GlKjcinct summary, has 

been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. [x] This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to fall 

within the criteria because (state reason) 

BANKS is the past National Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a 
member of the AIM Central Committee. 


10. (x] Security Flash Notice <FD-165> to Identification Division: 

m Submitted-5 /15/73 - Placed ^ Yes □ No 

(date) 

11* Ex] Subject is Extremist in ADEX and Stop Notice has been placed with the Bureau Stop Index. 

12. Ex] Subject designated and/or included in: 

□ Key Activist Program j~~ j Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 

Ex] Key Extremist Program Extremist Photograph Album 

I I Weatherman Photograph Album 
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| who received the information rrom an 
Indian acquaintance and requested that he be protected; 
157-846-512. 
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UNFTCD STATES DEPARTMENT OF JWCTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




copy to-. 1 - u.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota (RM) 


Repoit of; | 

Date: June 14, 1974 

Field Office File 157“846 

Tui^ DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Office; Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

Bureau File #: 157—29309 ) / 


Charactejj (KEY EXTREMIST) 

EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS is the recently resigned National 

Executive Director of the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
and is presently a member of the AIM Central Committee* 
BANKS* address is set forth as 553 Aurora Avenue, 

St. Paul, Minnesota. Financial matters and extremist 
activities set forth. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


-P- 


DETAILS: 


Sources whose identities 
are concealed herein have 
furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the past, except 
where otherwise noted. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


k 


It i3 the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
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MP T-2 advised that on April 23, 1974, [ _ 
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The American Indian Movement (AIM) was 
founded in Minnesota in 1968, dedicated to 
improving conditions for the American Indian. 

AIM' led and participated in confrontations with 
loc.al!:! authorities in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and 
the 1 Gity-Custer area of South Dakota. AIM 

led Uribe, takeover and occupation of Wounded Rnee, 
Soi^th/TJAkdfa, in February-May, 1973. 
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MP (157-846) 


On February 27, 1973, members of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) with non-Indian supporters, 
seized hostages and by force of arras, occupied 
the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts 
of the town were burned and ransacked, six members 
of AIM were wounded, two fatally, two Federal 
officers were wounded, one permanently paralyzed, 
in several exchanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, 
the occupation ended by the surrender of the 
remaining occupants. More than 200 arrests were 
made in connection with the occupation. 
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MP T-3, on April 24, 1974, furnished essentially 
the same information as MP T-2. 

On April 26, 1974, MP T -2 failed to develop anv 
additional information concerning ! I fc>7D 

MP T-2 further indicated that as far as tne source Knows,I I I 
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On May 1, 1974, MF T-5 advised that information had 
come to him that approximately 200 Indians were given a free 
chicken dinner at AIM Headquarters in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
during the evening of April 30, 1974. DENNIS BANKS, AIM 
Official, was there requesting the group go to Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota, to protest the State trials of the Custer 
defendants being held there and also told the gathering he had 
bail bond money, which statement the source felt was an 
indication that if people went there and were arrested, BANKS 
had money for their bail. 



MP T-4 advised that DENNIS BANKS, during the recent 
confrontations in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, advised AIM will 
call for the burial of Indian bones presently on display in 
the various State universities in South Dakota; and if their 
demands are not met, they are considering digging up graves of 
white people and displaying those bones in a like manner as the 
Indian bones are being displayed. This is being considered 
because to BANKS, to display Indian bones is very demeaning to 
the American Indian. At this same meeting, AIM leadership stated 
they should begin scalping people the next time an Indian is 
killed in any confrontation with any white man, especially law 
enforcement. 
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The following article appeared in the May 3, 1974, 
morning edition of the "Minneapolis Tribune," a paper published 
daily m Minneapolis, Minnesota, of general circulation, 
captioned, "4 lawyers 'evicted* in S.D. after AIM threat." 

"Four state prosecutors were evicted from the Holiday 
Inn Motel in downtown Sioux Falls Thursday after the motel 
manager said he was threatened by members of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM). 

"THOMAS BIERMEIER said he evicted the four assistant 
attorneys general after they refused to move out of the motel* 

"The series of events that led to the eviction began 
Wednesday, when AIM supporters said they saw someone holding a 
camera and perhaps a rifle out of a motel window that overlooks 
AIM headquarters across the street. 
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"BANKS told BIERMEIER that if any shots are fired 
from the hotel, *the hotel is going to go.* BANKS repeated 
the threat at a rally Wednesday night*" 

The June 7, 1974, weekly edition of "The Militant" 
stated the following: 

"About 175 persons picketed the Federal Building 
in St. Paul, May 24* Demonstrators chanted, * Custer, Wounded 
Knee, Drop the charges now! 1 " 

"*We must continue the fight,* BANKS told the 
picketers, *whether through the courtroom, mass demonstrations, 
or through actions like Wounded Knee.*" 

"The Militant" is the weekly newspaper of the 
Socialist Workers Party (SWP)* 

The SWP, headquartered in New York City, is a 
revolutionary, Trotskyist-communist organization 
which has as its purpose the overthrow of the U. S. 
Government, the institution of a dictatorship of 
the working class and the eventual achievement of 
a communist society. SWP was founded in the U. S. 
in 1938 as the American section of the worldwide 
Trotskyist revolutionary organization named the 
Fourth International (FI), which is headquartered 
in Europe* In 1940, SWP withdrew its formal 
affiliation with the FI to escape application 
of the Voorhis Act, which regulates certain types 
of organizations subject to foreign control. From 
1940 to the present time, however, SWP has continued 
a close association with the FI and participates 
and votes as a "sympathizing group" in FI meetings. 

While the SWP does not openly advocate the use 
of violence at the present time to overthrow the 
U. S, Government, the SWP believes that eventual 
violent revolution in the U. S. is inevitable. 

SWP seeks to precipitate revolution when conditions 
are ripe and to direct and seize control of the 
revolution when it occurs. 
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MP (157-846) 


Importantly, the FI at its World Congress in 
Europe in 1974 took a position favoring the current 
use of guerrilla warfare and armed struggle to 
achieve revolution in South America and elsewhere 
if local conditions indicate that such violence 
would enhance revolution. A majority of the SWP 
delegation to the FI opposed the current use of 
violence only on the ground that it is premature 
whereas a minority of the SWP delegation favored 
the FI endorsement of violence. 

The June 10, 1974, edition of the "Aberdeen American 
News," a newspaper of general circulation in the Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, area had an article by PHYLLIS MENSING of 
Associated Press. This article states in part as follows: 

DENNIS BANKS would tell the Indian representatives 
at the International Treaty Conference, June 10, 1974, that 
he will soon resign as the Executive Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM). 

BANKS would tell them of his plans to quit as an 
AIM official in order to have time to work on experimental 
projects for the organization. He said one of his goals is 
to work with the Northern Cheyenne Tribe in Montana on 
developing management of natural resources. He said he 
would like to see a working tribal coalition come out of 
the convention to work for the enforcement of Indian 
treaties. The following quotation was made in the newspaper 
by DENNIS BANKS: "I would like to see AIM focus on lobbying 
activities and taking the Government to court over the treaty 
issue rather than confrontation." 

On June 10, 1974, radio station KOLY covering 
Mobridge, South Dakota, area reported that DENNIS BANKS 
had resigned his position as Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement. 
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MP T-6 also advised that due to BANKS* nomadic 
character, 553 Aurora Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota, is 
considered by BANKS as a current residence. 

MP T-7 advised January 28, 1974, that DENNIS BANKS 
is a member of the American Indian Movement Central 
Committee, a decision making body. No information has 
been received which would indicate BANKS has vacated 
this position. 
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4151PM NITEL 08/19/75 JLM 

TO DIRECTOR , FBI (89-3229) 
MINNEAPOLIS (70-10239) 
RAPID CITY (70-10239) 

FROM ALBUQUERQUE (89-105) (P) 

RESMURS 

RE 



Pnp.- 
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fV.D.-Imv_ 

A :st i 
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Idea t 
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■ilory _ 

Plan. 

<& LvaL _ 
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DENNIS BANKS 


RE ALBUQUERQUE TELCALL TO RAPID CITY, AUGUST 19 , 1975, 
FORMER] IaDVISED AUGUST 19 . 1975 J 


FORMER ADVISED AUGUST 19, 1975 j_| 

HAS MOT BEEN SEEM AT SHIP ROCK, NEW MEXICO, SINCE, JULY 25, 1975, AT 
HIS RESIDENCE OR AT HIS PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT. FORMER SOURCE STATED 
I HAS HAD VERY CLOSE ASSOCIATION WITH DENNIS BANKS AND OTHER 
AIM LEADERS AND BELIEVES MAY HAVE LEFT AREA TO CONTACT BANKS OR 


Of HER LEADERS. EXACT LOCATION IS UNKNOWN. 


IS TRAVELING 


IN PERSONAL VEHICLE, 1975 DARK GOLD CHEVROLET PICKUP, BEARING NEW 


MEXICO LICENSE NUMBER UNKNOWN. 
FOR BACKGROUND INFORMATIOI 


HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN 


DEMONSTRATIONS AT FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO, DURING SUMMER 1974? 

,-, < AUG 4 $ TB75 

ALSO DURING "TAKEOVER OF FAIRCHILD PAAHT, 


ALSO| DURI NG "TAKEOVER OF FAIRCHILD P^ANT, 

SHIPROCK, NEW MEXICO, FEBRUARY 24, 1975, TO MARCH 3, 1975"? 

ALSO ATTENDED NATIONAL AIM CONVENTION, FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO J 


1517 

I S' ’NOT RECORDED /.*. 


\il. 


NOT RECORDED 

i© ,.*UG 26 1975 


* ecn rv r; tf >i r 

























-/tJNK'ED states gwernment 

' / Memorandum 

r Director, FBI (Bufile 157-29309) ) 

FKWkxisAC, MINNEAPOLIS c 157-846) 

Y& 6 

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

(KEY EXTREMIST) EM - AIM_ 

Reference: MP report of SA _ 

- Recommend: □ Inc In si on in ADEX (summary attached)* 

1 | Removal from ADEX (summary attached)* 

fXl Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 

* Abstract required* 


DATE: 6/14/74 


Cards UTD 
Cards Sent Of> 

A AM 

tiA 

v 

dated 6/ 14/74. 




Supplemeutal page attached. 

Date of Birth Place of Birth 

(MonHi, day, year) 


Residence Address 

553 Aurora Avenue 


f 1 Male 
□ Female 


a White C3 Black 

□ Other 


Citizenship 

□ U. S. □ Alien -_ 

Specify Country 

Employment 

Occupation: Member of AIM Central 
_ Committee, _ 

Firm & Address: American Indian Move 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Type of Activity (Check principal activity only) 

\ \ (BEX) Black Extremist 

( I (CMC) Communist (pro-Chinese) 

PH (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet) 
i \ (CMT) Communist (Trotskyist) 

f 1 Tab Special Interest 
(3 Espionage 

P~| Foreign Government Employee 
□ U. S. Government Employee * 

{ rn R/-a\ev**2pecial Interest Tabbing 
Key'Facility Data (if applicable) _ 

Geographical Reference Number_^ 

2,-Bureau (Enc. 

1-Minneapolis 

EC:kh 

(3) 


□ (FRN) Foreign Affiliation - - _ 

Specify Country 

I j(PRN) Puerto Rican Nationalist 

|—| (REV) Revolutionary^ (MSC) Miscellaneous 

_,_ /C ._y-Q y J -j * ■«- 

i 1 Place in Una/rilable Secfcibn^ O C' / - 

^sSSShdBT] 

□ Imprisoned .12 UUN 27 1974 ; 

\ | Remove from Unavailable Section t\ 


.Responsible Agency 


ff 1 








^j 

in Reply^ Please Refer to 

Fiie No. 157" 846 



P STATES DEPARTMENT OF JIX^ICE 

fejRral bureau of investigation 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


June 14, 1974 


SUBJECT: 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


CHARACTER: 


REFERENCE: 


(KEY EXTREMIST) 

EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
Minneapolis memorandum dated June 12, 1974* 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address* A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change> 
only specified): 


Residence: 553 Aurora Avenue 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Employment: Member of AIM Central Committee 
American Indian Movement 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


_ 

■'y-;.. 1 ''; Slip Tor 
%r ' ' m £J . cotton 

K . 


.. spy .__ 


y This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property of the FBI and 
\ is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency * 

\ agency . 

ffiCHSE-J /£ 9 £), 9 ' ■' 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO- 10 

MAY EDITION 

CSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11 .* 


UNITED STATES <X ERNMENT ^ Q 

Memorandums^/ 

DIRECTOR, FBI (V J> M 
u d. ,LA' 


FROM 4;i/ACTING 'SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY 


date: 8/22/74 


v a 

subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: Minneapolis 
Bu£ile-Jr 57 ~ 2350 2~" 

Minneapolis file 157-846 
, I-3F0 file 157-6209 

pv Oklahoma City file 157-1555 

RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS 
EM - AIM 
00: Minneapolis 
Bufile 157-28313 
Minneapolis file 157-1460 
WFO file 157-5799 

Oklahoma City file 157-1587 , „ 

f$?~ 

Re WFO airtel to Bureau, 7/25/74* 


'V/ 


referred to in reference* 
IMA (Pawnee Tribe), bofu 

- 1 -“— - -inlr 


has been the subject of a| 
ana i-HM furnished Bureau re his actT 

On 12/20/73, | ] w ' 

reliable information ^ti^'-past,' a r 
Oklahoma, is composed of f , 

t-n Bp coordinated._One tacu 



2-/Bureau 

2- Minneapol i s 

3- WE03_ 

(1- 1 

7-Qklanoma ai 


1 1 : J‘ ■ > • £. UtoV * V> 
fl 


tcianoma aicy ■*, * 

(3-157-1555 BANP> \ Lj'fr 

a 1 


jpM^sal 

1 

V y s Savir 







m 


Best Copy Available 


OC 157-1555 


traveled to 


_|wtio is 

I reportedly 

at time of the seige of 


wi.avcj.tu uv uuu wu jucuvv w a j j aw wxmc vj. wuc 

Hounded Knee, SoutE^DaSota, but reportedly returned to their 


home with! 
area near! 
moved to I 


;hat time they resided in a rural 
1 but in approximatel y 1/74 they 


The Bureau has been furnished I 
land interview of 


telep hone number"! I This business is also referred 

to as | l and ~xs a business which basic^Llv is 

an employment contractor business to supply temporary'he - 

when needed. This business has also been described *9 ; ’ / 

employment agency for Indians. Ho information has b<2£n / 

received to indicate this business is an AIM front or ,/ 

AIM related in any manner. As has been previously rep * / 

I is a friend and associate of both DENNI ; 
and RUSSELL MEANS. 

During a s earch of the Cath olic Church, Hop 
S.D., on 5/8/73, SA | [ Located a tyj?^w^ 

containing various personal papers of ME£^»* 
case were over 600 cards. One of these car^s ._co^ 
and address of I I From 10/28^J^J^ 

the National Congress of American Indian'^-■ ' / 

convention at Camelot Inn, Tulsa, O v ’ ’' im " w / 
occurred a non-violent ' * ' 

MM fcooV " 














OC 157-1555 


12/7/73 furnished the contents of an address 


In view of above, it appears A IM leaders BANKS and 
MEANS have a friendly relationship withl I however 

it is not considered lik ely eith er or both BANKS and MEAN# 
are frequent visitors of I ~1 BANKS and MEANS are both 
known in the Tulsa area; therefore, it is considered any 
circumstance of frequent visits would become known to Sources 
and/or the news media. 


For the information of WFO. I I when 

interviewed by SA l I on 8/27/73, advice 

she is a member of AIM, associated with the Tulsa Chaptp 
and extremely busy operating her business; therefore, . 
does not have time to participate in AIM activities Jf 
claimed she is opposed to any type of militant or w 
activities and would not condone such actions. S ''f 
she believes the way to handle AIM problems is th#’ 
with WhiteHouse officials. */ 


_ I on 8/27/73, advice, 

, associated with the Tulsa Chapfcp^^- 


with WhiteHouse officials. 
LEADS 


> '* / 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


AT TULSA, OKLAHOMA - Will thr 

lo-hhnt-rhn ir\r\ oVmty h ir ih c rtfli r!A w / 


and/or neighborhood conta cts^dete rmine^ 
are frequent guest of the | | * y 

AT PAWHUSKA, OKLAOMA - W iu4 
~ rthborhoo^ ” ' * 1 ? 


t • 
y t 




|DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRGLi: 
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\'\ 

Via_ 


F B I 
Date: 


7/25/74 


\ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRTEL 


(P riorily) 


TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, 

/) 


VIFO 


FROM: 

O' 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM-AIM 

(oo:MP) / .y-Oy*- / 

(Bufile 157- 2358 
(MPfile 157-846) 
(WFOfile (157-6209) 

RUSSEL CHARLES MEANS 

EM-AIM 

(00:MP) 

(Bufile 157-28313) 
(MPfile 157-1460) 
(WFOfile 157-5799) 



'AsaoeT Div 


Dep.-A.D.-Adm— 

Dep.-A.D.-Iirf:_ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin.- 

Comp. Syst._ 

Ext. Affairs - 

FiU*s & Coin-- 

Ge:i. fav. -- 

IllO;. C. - 

Inspoeti^^- 
intell. — 

laboratory* 

Plan. & Rval. _ 

Spec. Inv.--- 

Training_ 

e^Tnrr - 


Telephone Rut. — 
Director 






Approved: 


Specif Aqe^ in Charge 

















UFO 157-6209 


^E*©eK23S< 


_, Source was unable to ascertain x;hat 

1 is, its location* ovV I affiliation with it, How- 

! Hj* 1 . . f.1. ^ . "l . ^ 


the| |is, its location, or | I ____ 

ever. qe did learn t he leaders can be reached at telephone 

when they are there. 


number 


UFO files reveal a[ 




Dr 


7 


_^_from Tulsa was part of 

the Trail of Broken Treaties Caravan which came to Uashington, D. 
(UDC), in November, 1972, and which resulted in the takeover and 
subsequent theft and destruction at the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
UDC, after AIM leaders took over control of the Cara van, UFO 
files, however, contain no information as to whether I I ray 
have participated in this theft and destruction. UFO indices 
negative re Tulsa Labor Force. 


LEADS 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


AT OKLAHOMA CITY, 
to telephonaTnuriber[ 


OKLAHOMA » Will identify the subscribes 
] and target reliable sources 


to attempt to verify the above information an d to determine any 


relationship between 


and AIM. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA . Will target reliable sources 
in attempt to verify any regular travel to Oklahoma by Ain 
leaders. 


WASHINGTON FIELD 

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. Will maintain contact with source 
re additional information in this matter. 
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UNITED STATES GO^^NMENT 

' Memorandum 

« 

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 

% 

Uf SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-,846) (P) 

a 


4 


> 


date: 9/16/74 


DENNIS JAMES v fiANKS 
KEY EXTREMIST 
EM - AIM 



r 




Re: Minneapolis report of SA 
. ■ dated 6^/74. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 5 copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above. Copies of an FD-376 
are attached to 2 copies of the enclosed LHM for 
dissemination to U.S. Secret Service, Washington, D.C. 

One copy of LHM along with one copy of an FD-376 
is being disseminated to the U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minn._ 
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is the subject of 


_il' — ■ 



INFORMANTS 


IDENTITY 


MP T-l is 


LOCATION 
MP 157-846-606. 60 7: 


MP T-2 on non-symbol 
source page 

MP T-3 on non-symbol 
source page 

MP T-4 on non-symbol 
source page 
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b7C 
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& f -'fra 


lG SEP 30 1974 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


Bureau (Eric. 5) (RM) 

2 “ MinneapolifiL*$5j?g en< Ny. Secret Service 
EC/lec .JSrsepu .ju gem-aa.in.^ v. 


(4) 



5CT3 1974] 




AAG Grinina! Div. 

Attn: ISS 

GCS (lilt. Unit) 
How forwarded i /? 15 
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By_I 


GCS 
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FD-395 JRev, S-2&-74) 


♦ 4 

* '!• JX) Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. Q The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. Q Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-.122 submitted to the Bureau. 

4- JXJ A suitable photograph rXlis Qis not available. 

Date photograph was taken P~1973 . 

5. CD Subject is employed in a key facility and --— is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are ■ ------ ■ - - 

Q Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis, 
a. Details of Report: ._ _.- .. . ___,- 


b. Cover Pages: 


7, Q Subject previously interviewed (dates)- . . . - 

QQSubject was not Q5 interviewed CD reinterviewed because (state reason) 

of his being under current indictment on Federal charges 
stemming from the Wounded Knee confrontation* 


8. CD This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 

has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. tX) This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 

fall within the criteria because (state reason) 

BANKS is the past National Executive Director of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a 
member of the AIM Central Committee. 


10. {X] Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

(X| Submitted_ 5/15/73 _ Placed (Xj Yes CD No 

(date) 

11. {3 Subject designated and/or included in: 

CD Key Activist Program IX) Extremist Photograph Album 

TXl Key Extremist Program CD Weatherman Photograph Album 

_fP Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 
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^flTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON, D.C. m»S 

August -16, 1974 


.Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


in R#ply, Please fa 

fii.n*. 157-846 


RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Dear-Sir; 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret $ ervice concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within .the category or Categories checked. 


1« O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. Q0 Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. Q Threatening or abusive ’statement about U. $. or foreign official. 


4< j® Participation in civil disturbances, anti*U. S. demonstrations ot hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 


5. ' O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6 . O Defector from U- S. or indicates desire to defect. 


7. fXj Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 


Photograph '{33 has been furnished Q enclosed Q * s n 0 t available. 

Very truly yours, 

yf A 



Clarence M. Kelley . 
Director 
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1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1) 

U-S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minn* (KM) 

Enclosurels) U> 









In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
September 16, 1974 



DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


RESIDENCE 

On July 25, 1974, MP T-l advised Dennis James 
Banks has moved out of the National Office of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) at 553 Aurora, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
and has rented apartment 9, Phalen Park Apartments, 1521 
Magnolia Avenue E., St. Paul, M innesota. This a partment 
is regularly occupied by Banks. T 1 and b6 

various other AIM members. There is no telephone in this 
apartment and Banks does not desire to have a phone installed. 

The AIM was founded in Minnesota in 1968 
dedicated to improving conditions for the 
American Indian. AIM led and participated 
in confrontations with local authorities 
in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the Rapid 
City-Custer area of South Dakotas AIM led 
the takeover and occupation of Wounded Knee, 

South Dakota, in February-May, 1973. 

On February 27, 1973, members of AIM with 
non-Indian supporters, seized hostages and 
by force of arms, occupied the town of 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts 
of the town were burned and ransacked, six 
members of AIM were wounded, two fatally, 
two Federal officers were wounded, one 
permanently paralyzed, in several exchanges 


Sources whose identities 
are concealed herein have 
furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the past except 
where otherwise noted. 


This document contains neither 
recossserdetions nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It Is tfce property of 
tho end is lo*~cd to your agency* 
it and its contents are not to bo 


distributed outside your agency 


/&' 
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of gunfire between occupants and surrounding 
Government forces. On May 8, 1973, the 
occupation ended by the surrender of the re¬ 
maining occupants. More than 200 arrests were 
made in connection with the occupation. 

ACTIVITIES 

. DOMESTIC 

On August 22, 1974, the morning edition of the 
"Minneapolis Tribune," a major daily newspaper of general 
circulation in the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, carried an 
article captioned, "Surprise Witness Names Banks and Means 
to Most U.S. Charges," by Dennis Cassano. The important 
segments of the article are summarized as follows: 

"A surprise prosecution witness Wednesday, the 
21st, provided the most incriminating testimony heard so 
far against Russell Means and Dennis Banks in the 7 month 
old Wounded Knee Trial, connecting one or both of them 
directly to nearly every charge filed against them. The 
witness, Louis Moves Camp, is a former member of the AIM and 
of the legal defense team and a participant in the occupation, 
who desired to testify for the Government 2 weeks ago. Moves 
Camp single handedly connected both Means and Banks directly 
to 7 of the original 10 charges filed against them." 

On January 28, 1974, MP T-l advised Russell 
Means holds no national office for the AIM, 
however, he is a member of the AIM Central 
Committee in which all important decisions 
are made. 


On August 27. 1974. MP T-l advised that 


I Means has lost considerable support from his 
roiiowers and the traditional people because of his violent 
acts and excessive drinking. 

On September 4, 1974, MP T-2 advised that on 
August 30, 1974, Dennis Banks received a ticket for a Western 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Airlines Flight 505 on August 30, 1974, departing 
Minneapolis at 10:00 p.m. for Los Angeles, California. 
Source further advised that Banks returned to Minneapolis 
on September 




WWifS 


s? bvrrrms in nwiuu 


FOREIGN TRAVEL 


K7I 


MU I 


On July 16, 1974, HP T-4 advised that the 
Canadian "Warrior Society" is Canada's . 
equivalent of the AIM. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Tp ; Director. FBI (Bufile (157-29309) > 

J SAC. MINNEAPOLIS < 157-846 


SUBJECT; DENNIS JAMEs BANKS 

(KEY EXTREMIST); EM-AIM 

/ Reference: Minn^apol la. meff iorAttHttm 

R&Xjfazejid: Inclusion in ADEX (summary attached)* 

Cl) Removal from ADEX (summary attacked)* 
rX Changes in ADEX card (specify change only) 
♦ Abstract required. 


DATE; 


>(P) 


9/16/74 


Crw’:j Ti’i'O 
G“W ! ? .U'T.i 

M'ioln 

Vu*u 



CD So elemental page attached. 


Place of Birth 




CD Male 
CD Female 


Citizenship 

CD U- & CD Alien- 


Employment 


Fima & Address:- 


CD CD 

a Other 


Specify Country 


1521 Magnolia Avenue E. 


St. Paul. Minnesota 



rpe of Activity (Check principal activity only) 

CD (BEX) Black Extremist 

* 

CD (CMC) Communist (proChmese) 

Q <FRN> Foreign Affiliation - - 

Specify Country 

CD (CMS) Communist (pro-Soviet) 

CD(ERN) Puerto Rican Nationalist 

CD (CMT) Commwist (Trotskyist) 

£3 iKEV) Revolutionary . fT) <MSC) Miscellaneous 


Q Tab Special Interest 
CD Espionage 

CD Foreign Government Employee 
Q D. & Government Employee 

CD Remove Special Interest Tabbing 


Key Fad^iiy Dat^i^pHcable) 

Q^o&aphical Reference Number.^ 


^Bureau (RM) 
I-Minneapolis \ 
EC/lec A 

^ \\\ 

7 O.OCT 


CD Place m Unavailable 

CD Missiflg " *" w 

Q Out of Country 50 

a Imprisoned 

.— ‘ txn Unavailable Section 


ponaiwe Agency 
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Wm'i#rSTATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

■* 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
August 16, 1974 


SUBJECT: 


CHARACTER: 


REFERENCE: 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


(KEY EXTREMIST) 

EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

t 

Minneapolis memorandum dated June 14, 1974. 


Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified): 


Residence: Phalen Park Apartments, Apt. 9 

1521 Magnolia Avenue E. 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

Employment: Member of AIM Central Committee 
American Indian Movement 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL ft is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents art ^^^^jlispibuted X>ut$ id* your agency . 
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# 


i'e/w. mm. of«*B5JWfncw 

MMUNICATtOMS SECTION 


OCT 0&1974 


# 



Jpmeee mp coded 

6:06PM NITEL OCTOBER 8, 1974 DCW 
TO DIRECTOR <157*29389> 

■ 0**AHA 

FROM MINNEAPOLIS <157-846) <P) 
ATTNt INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 




Amoc. Tj 

Bqn 
DejvA.D-'Inf, 
Aut. Dir.: 
Admin. 


Comp. Syjt 
Ext. Affair* -- 
Piles & Com. ™. 
Gen. .In»i ^ 
Meat. 


i jw'i 


latett* 

Laboratory 
fZaa* A Jfivat - 
Spec. Inv ■ x»t** 

he%*t Cotfrt 
Telephone Rot . j 
Dfrwfc* Sac*r 


b6 

hlC 


DENNIS JAHEsHbANKS, EM - AIM, OOt MINNEAPOLIS* 


OCTOBER 4, 1974 J 


_|ADVIS£B SUBJECT HAS BECOME WEARY OF 

MOVEMENT AND DESIRES TO EVENTUALLY PHASE HIMSELF OUT WITH PLANS TO 


U.TIMATELY RETURN TO PRIVATE LIFE. 





"i 

*** 

' f-. 


_in_ 




END 

DSS FBI HQ aR 




- b7D 




b7D 


REM I?9'2f3<t9- 

* 34 OCT U 191 

TO INSURE. CONTINUOUS HIGH LEVEL INFORMANT COVERAGE OF AIM, 

BUREAU KAY ,BE DESIROUS OF CANVASSING FIELD^FFICES WHO HA MILE AMERICAN 
INDIAN INFORMANTS TO DETERMINE IF A SUITABLE IMJIVIDUAL IS AVAILABLE, 
TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF IN NATIONAL AIM ORGANIZATION. THIS TYPE EVALU¬ 
ATION IS BEING DONE AMONG CURRENT MINNEAPOLIS SOURCES. 


b6 

b7C 


51) OCT *71974 









F B I 


T^Aismit the following in 


AIRTEL 


Date: 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MgILE (157-NEW) (RUC) 

SUBJECT: DENNIS BANKS 

a EM - AIM 




* Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, and for 

Minneapolis and Los Angeles is one copy each, of LHM captioned 
as above suitable for dissemination by the Bureau* 

[S) - Bureau (Enc. 5) 

X s - Los Angeles (Info) (Enc. 1) 

1 - Minneapolis (88-6431) (Info) (Enc. JL) 

1 - Mobile 
CAR: mec 
(5) 


Agency: Secret Service . 06 PFPJto 

Dfsnt. — hJLfl oAaaH dj. -1- . - V» <.. /.V tcO'Oj 


Dept. - MQ Oi » U - mchf g B l y. 
AAG Crioinal Div. 

Attn: ISS 

CCS (Lit. Unit) 
How fonrarde d K I ^ 
hat e ] 

__ [ * (‘J*Y+ 


1 * 6 . 2 ' H 21 ? 


7 OCT 11 1974 



SpeciarAgefnt in Charge 


U.$.Cov*mm*nt Prints OtflCf i 1972 455-574 











In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Mobile, Alabama 
October 8, 1974 


DENNIS BANKS 


On October 4, 1974, and October 7, 1974, Bobby A. 

Davis, Mayor, Fort Deposit (Lowndes County), Alabama, advised 
that a conference commenced at 6:30 pm on October 2, 1974, 
and extended until about 7:30 pm on October 4, 1974, which 
was sponsored by the Lowndes Wood Products, a wood products 
business located in Calhoun (Lowndes County), Alabama, 
originally and possibly continuing to be funded by the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, and sponsored by the Inter- 
religious Foundation for Community Organizing (IFCO)* The 
conference was held at the New Hope Christian Church, 

Calhoun, Alabama. 

A throw-away made available by Davis revealed that 
blacks, Chicanos, Indians, Puerto Ricans, and whites from all 
across the country were meeting in Lowndes County, the heart 
of the civil rights movement, to talk about the growth of 
that struggle and the new areas such,as hunger, labor unions, 
politics, community organizing, fund raising, and others. 

According to this throw-away, the purpose of the conference 
was to exchange information and skills about community 
organizing. ' 

Dennis Banks, Director of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) at Wounded Knee, was scheduled to speak at 
9 am, October 4, 1974, concerning"Wounded Knee and its 
aftermath. ' 

* 

» ' 

Among the other people who were due to arrive 
at the conference were: 

b 6 
b7C 



, fHcnsojgr „ , 

lb'7~9Si3a?~Ql 









DENNIS BANKS 



International Issues 


r ep resenti ng 


representing Labor Union 

'■"*—— 



fy 


U- 


Davis stated he believed Banks was in the area 
for the one day. 


Davis stated there were no incidents or problems 
arising from Banks* presence in the area. 

The Alabama Journal, a local afternoon newspaper, 
Montgomery, Alabama, issue of October 5, 1974, contained an 
article captioned, "Little Change Noted In Reservation Life, 
AIM Leader Contends". The article went on to state that 
Banks was en route from Montgomery, Alabama, to Lowndes 
County, then to Los Angeles to meet with Marlon Brando. 

The article stated that Banks was to attend the conference 
in Lowndes County where he would speak on Wounded Knee and 
its aftermath. According to the article, Banks stated, 
"...life still goes on about the same for the Indians who 
live on the reservation at Wounded Knee. 'The same Government 
is still in power. The goons and the vigilantes are still 
there. There are still murders and meetings. 1 *'. 



conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agencyj it, and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. , 
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♦ ftDERAL U/.WvU Of UY^ftTKJfl 

' COMMUNICATIONS »10N 

HR023 WF CODE /' r , , 

y kA i -Lo id/** 

10:40PM NITEL OCTOBER 18, 1974 ALM H 

/ TELE3J £ni=i 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI AND ‘ 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) NEW YORK 

FROM: SAC, WFO (157-6209)<P) 

O 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM-AIM, 00:MINNEAP0LIS. 


REFERENCE STOP PLACED BY WFO WITH PASSPORT OFFICE, UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE REGARDING SUBJECT. 





'Amo*. Dir. 
D*p.«AJ>,-A<fa«u—- 
Dep.-A-D.-IaT. 
Dir.: 



.vomp, Sy*t 

Ext Affair*_ 

Files A Com. — 
Gen. 1st, ^ 

Xdent 'ti . *b 6 


Xaspectica 
Ir.U-U, .... ’ 



v L .. 


7C 


laboratory 
Flan. & EvaL n 
Spec. Inv. —. 

Trslninjj _ 

Legal Conn._ 

Telephone Itm. _ 
Director S^y _ 


-'A 


THE PASSPORT OFFICE ADVISED SPECIAL AGENB 


b6 

b7C 


OCTOBER 18, 1974, SUBJECT HAD APPLIED AT NEW YORK CITY OCTOBER 

vll8, 1974, FOR PASSPORT ON URGENT BASIS. WFO DETERMINED 

V 

^TELEPHONICALLY FROM NEW YORK CITY PASSPORT AGENCY THAT, ACCORDING 
^TO HIS APPLICATION, SUBJECT PLANS DEPART AT 2205 HOURS, OCTOBER 

<£USTRIA AND SWITZERLAND, GAVE PERMANENT RESIDENCE AS 1521 EAST 


r 


18, 1974, VIA SWISSAIR FOR BUSINESS TRIP FOR ONE MONTH TO 


^MAGNOLIA, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, AND M 
^UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ST. PAUL. 



ING ADDRESS AS 704 

««2 /JT7 







NEW YORK CITY PASSPORT AGENCY ADVISED SUBJECT PRESENTED 

g t n pT 221974 


ETTER DATED OCTOBER 10, 1974, ADDRESSED TO BANKS FROM 


4 


FRAUD SECTION, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 



1 b6 
b7C 


b6 

b7C 


S 80 CT 2919 M 








OF JUSTICE, STATING THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAD SUBJECT’S 

i 

LETTER OF JULY 2, 1974, CONCERNING BUY-INDIANA CONTRACT 
■ ASSISTANTCE AND HAD REFERRED MATTER TO BUREAU OF INDIAN 
AFFAIRS. IF LATTER AGENCY FOUND ANY VIOLATION OF FEDERAL 
CRIMINAL LAWS, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WOULD BE NOTIFIED. 
REPRESENTATIVE OF NEW YORK PASSPORT AGENCY COMMENTED THIS LETTER 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN PRESENTED BY SUBJECT TO ENHANCE HIS BONA 
| FIDES IN SEEXING PASSPORT. 

i WFO DETERMINED SUBJECT NOT CURRENTLY WANTED SO HO LEGAL 

i BASIS FOR PASSPORT DENIAL OR DELAY EVIDENT. LEGAL DIVISION, 

PASSPORT OFFICE AUTHORIZED NEW YORK PASSPORT AGENCY TELEPHONICALLY 
ISSUE PASSPORT IMMEDIATELY. 

PASSPORT E-2210869 WAS ISSUED TO SUBJECT AT NEW YORK CITY 
OCTOBER 18, 1974, VALID FOR FIVE YEABS FOR ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT 

| t 

CUBA, NORTH KOREA, AND NORTH VIETNAM. 

IF ANY OF FOREGOING INFORMATION IS DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE 
BUREAU, SOURCE MUST BE CHANGED TO "UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT" 
RECORDS. ACTUAL SOURCE MUST THEN BE SHOWN ON THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
PAGE AS PASSPORT OFFICE, DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 




PAGE THREE WFO .157-6209 

NOTED UNDER PASSPORT REGULATIONS SUBJECT MAY USE PASSPORT 
FOR LAWFUL TRAVEL WITHIN ITS VALIDITY WHENEVER AND AS OFTEN AS 
DESIRED WITHOUT FURTHER NOTIFICATION TO STATE DEPARTMENT OR 
OTHER AGENCY, PASSPORT OFFICE DOES NOT RECEIVE INFORMATION 
AS TO WHETHER OR WHEN PASSPORT USED FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL, 


NEW YORK PASSPORT AGENCY FORWARDING APPLICATION TO 

WASHINGTON,” WHER& SAME WILL BE CHECKED FOR ANY ADDITIONAL 

j : ■ 1 

PERTINENT INFORMATION BY WFO. 

.END, ,j ;VJ! 





Atm. Ptr, 

AD A 4 n» 
AD fry* *, 
Ant, Diftt 
A Jfltf*. j... .^ __, 
C*"#* Sytf.-** 
f *»£ Affelri ^ 
f [J#* & C#m. , 

C#A. tftV, m_ 
Mthfi -—- r - 
In4p#<*l+<t , pt 
W»fL ■ J ri , 
L#H*frf*ry 

C*y*. ^ 
£v*t, ^ 
hvi . ,,. 
?P#t(tfa3 V 4Jn L . 
T*Uph«A* Jfcm, _, 


CODE 


TELETYPE 



ia i m 


OCTOBER 22, -1974 b3 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI (157-29309) 
UNCLASSIFIED 


DEUNIS JAMES BANKS; EMrAME RICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT. 

ON OCTOBER 13, 1974, A SOURCE OF THIS BUREAU, WHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE I FORMATION IN THE FAST, ADVISED THAT SUB¬ 
JECT, A NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) LEADER, 

DEPARTED ST* PAUL, MINNESOTA, BY AIR OCTOBER 17, -1974, EN 
ROUTE VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 'WHERE HE MILL REPORTEDLY ATTEND A WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES +-IESTXNG SEEKING FUNDS. BANKS IS REPORTEDLY 


■TRAVELING ALONE AND EXPECTS TO 'RETURN TO ST. PAUL OCTOBER 30, 


1974. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT -RECORDS INDICATE SUBJECT ISSUED 


/ 


PASSPORT 3E-2210869 OCTOBER 13, 1974, IN CONNECTION WITH 
PROPOSED TRAVEL TO AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND. PASSPORT IS VALID 
FOR FIVE-YEAR PERIOD FOR VISITING ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT CUBA, 


NORTH -KOREA AND NORTH VIE 




PEN: eks/pj a — A0 

(S)l 73 


+ECB,*,L SlSEAU Cf f!ftE$TffiAT!CN 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

OCT 32197**, . 

TELETYPE 

' _ 


miz 


t§y- 


t COT S319M 

SEE NOTE PAGE 2 . -~ 


r i 1 s m' 0 / - ’ i { \ -i 
■. f t l ! 






OOU Co TELETYPE UNIT 




! ; ■ ij 


Out i 

V^OY- 






A3GVJ3 IS BEING FURNISHED YOUR AGENCY FOR INFORMATION 
PURPOSES. THIS BUREAU'S I^EPIUJSEIJTATIVE , BERN, SWITZERLAND, IS 
HANDLING. 

END. , 

'* NOTE: > 

b3 
b7E 

coverage through official sources by separate communication. 
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Attn: 


b7C 


code 


TQ .LEGAT BERN 
FROM DIRECTOR FBI 


CABLEGRAM 


URGENT 


OCTOBER 22, 1974 


DENNIS JAMES^BANRS; EM - AMERICAN INDIAN KOV21-J3MT. 

ON OCTOBER 18, 1974, A SOURCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT SUBJECT, A NATIONAL 
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) LEADER, DEPARTED ST. PAUL, 

MINNESOTA, BY AIR OCTOBER 17, 1974, EN ROUTE VIENNA, AUSTRIA, 

WHERE US WILL REPORTEDLY ATTEND A VrORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
MEETING SEEKING FUNDS. BANKS IS REPORTEDLY TRAVELING ALONE 
AND BKP2CTS TO RETURN TO ST. PAUL OCTOBER 30, 1974. 

RECORDS OF PASSPORT OFFICE, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE, REVIEWED OCTOBER 18, 1974, INDICATE SUBJECT ISSUED 
PASSPORT 3E-2210869 THAT DATE IN CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED 

* 

TRAVEL TO AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND. PASSPORT IS VALID FOR FIVE- n 


YEAR PERIOD FOR VISITING ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT CUBA, NORTH KOI 
AND NORTH VIETNAM. 

LEGAT, BERN, .ALERT OFFICIAL SOURCES IN ATTE’IPT TO VERIFY 
SUBJECT’S PRESENCE AND PURPOSE IN CONNECTION WITH VISIT TO 


H KOREA y 


A»»«, X>i i. 

AD Aim. + 
AD l*v, ^ 
AiM, pu. { 

Aiml*. — LT - 

€*i. Aff^W ^ 
AiU« 4 Corn, ^ 
Ctn. Nv, - T - , - 

- _ M r 

r t j— 

kUM. . ... ^ 
Cov*. 

hv, . t 

T.wZU® 


/ VIENNA. 
/ Mir 


ATTEMPT SHOULD ALSO BE MADE TO DETERMINE SUBJECT’S 


1 / Minneapolis (By Mail) 

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route thr 

.PENjpja^y 

(6) T 


M 


&8A 


59$.,f~ 0f 30 Qi 


nte?JK B^gsp OgKtfSfflfrtf 

SEE NOTE PAGE SOM MUtylCA TItfaS StUllOl 

• - '%ff " ^mr 

. teletype 


liEI 


TELETYPE UNIT | 


> I i\ 








CABLEGRAM TO BERN 
RE; DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


ACTIVITIES IN SWITZERLAND AS WELL AS POSSIBLE CHANGE IN "PLANS 
WITH RESPECT TO RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES* SUCAB PERTINENT, 
INFORMATION IN FORM SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION, | ~ 

, BEING ADVISED OF 

ABOVE FOR INFORMATION, 

COPT FURNISHED MINNEAPOLIS BY MAIL. 

END. 

st E 

NOTE; 


Cablegram being utilized to advise Legat, Bern of travel 
by subject/ national AIM leader, and in an attempt to 
determine pertinent informat ion concerning same. 

being advised by separate teletype, 








o&iTtd>£ 


■ ■ "*SB55B» 


006 HP CODED 


^h tYPP 

5*38 PM NITEL OCTOBER 24, 1974 DSC 


TO DIRWOR (157-2358*) . 

WFO (157-6209)^ ^s<f^ 
FROM MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) X/* 

DENNIS JAMES^NKS, EM - AIM, 00 X MINNEAPOLIS. 

RE WFO NITEL TO BUREAU, OCTOBER 18,^974. 

"JX' °N OCTOBER 23, 1974, SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE 
fly IN THE PAST, ADVISED _ 


A»oc. Dir* — — i 

Dep**A.D>*Adw— 

Asst Dir.t 
Admin. •—— ■ ■ • 

Comp. Syst- 

Ext AfW** —. 
File* & Coat —r- 
G«t tot “ | Vrh* 

>Int«U. . r , f - 
" Laboratory —— > 
Plan. & EvsL _ 
Spsc. lav* — ■ ■■■ 
Training 

Legal Court -- 

Telephone R»* — 
Director Sw’y ^ 


INFORMATION 



SOURCE 


ADVISED SUBJECTS RESIDENCE ADDRESS, 1521 EAST MAGNOLIA, ST. PAUL, 
MINNESOTA, AS SET FORTH IN RE NITEL, IS CORRECT. SOURCE ADVISED 


SOURCE ADVISED WHILE BANKS IS IN EUROPE, AMERICAN INDIAN 
MOVEMENT (AIM) WILL 

PRESIDE OVER AIM NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. _ 

administrative RE T 1C ~ > /£ ^ 

SOURCE IS I 1^ 


7 


HOLD 


51N0V 041974 


Agency: Secret Service y 
Dept. "tic, C 

I s .i ' 1 . * ’4 WG^ininal Div. 

Attn: ISS 
* 2 //£ .CCS,{Lit. Unit) 

r^f / How forvaeded, "K IS 

7 Date_ /bl%S)') t /' ! , : 


fflE OCT 291974 - • 








:bi autc&l^tic declass in cat ion guide 

DATE 01-28-2020 BY: I I 


i twiM. BUREAU Dr CTiEIKSSnCfJ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
JCi 2iVJ974 

TEfflWlg 


V NR 010 HP CODED 


11:53 Ptl MITEL OCTOBER 25,1974 MRH 
TO DIRECTOR 

( / FROM MINNEA POL IS <157-846) <P) 


wH 


Assoc. Dir. __Tlf 
Dcp..AJ>.«AaaL_ b 6 
Dep.-A.D^Ipv_b7 c 
Asst Dir.x/f 1 

Admin. 

Comp. Sjrtt. — , 

Ext Affairs _ j 

Files A Cora._ 

Gea. inv. -- 

Ideet —_ . 

Laboratory _ ' 

Flan. & Krai _ 
Spec. lav. _■ . 

Training - 

Legal Coon.__ 

Telephone Rax. . 
Director Sec'y 


ATTENT ION: INTp * 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM AIM. 

INSTANT DATE, MP T-l, SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE 

INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED HS .AH) LEARNED AMERICAN IK) IAN % f * » g o 

_ | «* ,\' t « 

MOVEMENT (AIM) |'iiS> 


>* £ <- 
f» Cb7C 

^ fb7D 



THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN MI£NE§0T$O 
IN 1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING COH)ITIONS FOR THE AMERICJ^^- - 













PAGEG TWO MP 157-846 

AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID, CITY- CUSTER 
AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LED THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF 
WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY - MAY , 1973. 

V'-i ADMINISTRATIVE 

» I . ■ 


5 


IDENTITY 0>iMP T-l IS | 

LW TO" FOLLOW. 

CL ASSIFIED Ti Y SSA3» Hi I, T MJiKlNJtlT . 


S 


END 


b7D 


HCLD 







DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM; 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICAT ION GUIDE 
DATE 01-28-2020 BY: I I 


Xuoc. Din t} I 

D*p,-Aj>^Ad«„b6 | 
D«t>-AJD-*InT—'b7C 
A**t Dir.; 

| Admin. —-* ; 

I Comp. Sy*t -• 

; Ext Affairs - , 

FOt* & Com- — ; 

Con. Inn i » ^ 

■ 

Laboratop^i- 

Flan. A Dt*X M 
Spec- Inn — J 1 

Training - b6 

Legal Cwa. — k> 7c 
Telephone Hm. — | 
Director Sw'y J_r 


fCCCRM. BUtCAU Of MtSTKMM 

COMMUNICATIONS StCTIOfl 


/ NR 012 VF CODED COMMUNICATIONS StC 

836 PM NITEL OCTOBER 29, 1974 WVC 0CL29j974 

^TOt ^DIRECTOR, FBI AM) TELETYPE 

* } BALTIMORE, 


MINNEAPOLIS 


FROM* SAC, WFO <157-6209) <P) 

ATTENTIONt INTO* ^^^0^ 

TENNIS JAME^ANKS, EM - AIM 


ON OCTOBER 29, 1974, A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED BANKS 

j 1 

WAS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE 

PARK, MARYLAND^ THAT DAY AT 12 NOON AND AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITY, 

^ < ‘ 

WASHINGTON, D. C.,‘ AT 8 P. M., THAT EVENING. BANKS* APPEAR- ✓ 
ANCES ARE BEING SPONSORED BY THE WOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE COMMITTEE 


IN THE WDC AREA. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO ADVISE WHAT THE NATURE 


OF BANKS* SPEECH WOULD BE, BUT SPECULATED IT WOULD BE THE 

STANDARD AIM RHETORIC. (U) ^ fjS£C ? 

ADMINISTRATIVE_;Ui ^ [S? 

i SOURCE IS Afuif uf rm at* t 


4> 


iRAL SERVICES ADMINI 




METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT, U. S. SECRET Sffi^pE-COGNIZANL.^ 
WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE WILL FOLLC^yO^^S^^ tQ hqV 1 1974 


WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE WILL F01 


ssBSr 


BBIHQ FLC FR THREE TILS AND CUL. ■— 

Agency: Secret Service 
TKS Dept, 

""MG CrinlnalDlv. 

■ Attns IS3 

. [tins CCS (Lit. Unit) 

^ ^ QV 0 0 1 *\ Hot? forwarded ' ?f/3> 

1 r 









Vi 


XRBCTOR, FBI 


10/29/7* 


SAC* WO <157-5**6) <*> 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

Elt-AIM 

(OOiKF) 

(Bufll* 100-462*83 
(K?m* 157-4858 

(worn* 157 - 5476 ) 

DENNIS JAME^ASXS 

2H-AI a 

(OOlKP) 

(Bum* A5W3W 
(Kpm* 157 - 8*6 
(worn* 157-8203) 

Eaeloaed for the Bureau and Minneapolis are four copies 
«Mh of a Xerox copy of a telegraa sent on 9/20/74 to President 
GERALD FORD by DE NNIS BANKS represe nting AIM> The copy, whic h 
»•» obtained frcal T (pretext). I I _ 

l it rurniebea for your inforaatlon. 


f - Bureau (Ene. 4) 

- Minneapolis (Kao, 4) 

2 - wo r 


Its?- £ < ?'3C> C ) - 

' ^NOTRECORDED 

46 OCT 30 1974 








YiHA023(1A12)<^232i}9E263)PO 39/23/7* 14® „ n~ 3.- 

ICS IPM3NGZ CSP . T‘ * ^ 

6122227711 TOBW ST PAUL UN 223 39-23 3212P|E0T r \$ 

PMS PRESIDENT GERALD FORD ' | ^ 

WHITE HOUSE DC ~ 

WE DENOUNCE YOUR PARDON Of P.ICHARO NIXON. IT SERVES ONLY TO js> 

SUPPORT OUR CONTENTION THAI THERE IS A OOU8LE STANDARD Of JUSTICE^ 
IN THIS COUNTRY, WHILE PARDONING CRIMINALS LIKE RICHARD NIXON, 

YOU ARE LEAVING A LIFE LONG SENTENCE Of TERMINATION HANGING 
OVER THE LIVES Of INOJAN PEOPLE. 

«E WILL NOT STAND BY WHILE THE REAL VICTIMS Of THIS GOVERNMENT 
SIT IN JAIL? YET THOSE WHO HAVE PERPETRATED THE MOST SERIOUS 
CRIMES AGAINST THIS COUNTRY ARE PARDONED. If YOUR CONCERN IS 
FOR THE (GREATEST GOOD Of ALL THE PEGPLE Of THE UNITEO STATES), 
WHERE IS YOUR COMPASSION FOR THE PAIN INFLICTED ON INDIAN PEOPLE? 
THE INO IAN MURDERS IN FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO, GO UNNOTICEO SY 

YOUR GOVERNMENT WHICH PROFESSES TO SEEK JUSTICE. WE EXPECT JUSTICE 
FOR THE INDIANS IN FARMINGTON. 

WE OEMAND THE RELEASE OF SARAH BAD HEART BULL, WHO WAS ARRESTED 
fOR PROTESTING THE RELEASE OF HER SONS MURDERER. WE INSIST ON 
THE RELEASE Of THE CUSTER OErENOANTS WHO HAVE BEEN DENIED 3AIL 
PENDING APPEAL WHILE THE,WATERGATE CRIMINALS ARE RELEASED ON 
THEIR OWN RECOGNIZANCE. 

WE OEMAND AN INVESTIGATION OF THE GOVERNMENTAL MISCONDUCT IN 
THE WOUNDED KNEE TRIALS. 

WE SUPPORT THE KOOTENAI IN THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST THE UNITEO 
STATES AND THEIR DETERMINATION TO GAIN A JUST SETTLEMENT FROM 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

WHERE IS YOUR JUSTICE AND MERCY FOR INDIAN PEOPLE? 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT CENTRAL COMMITTEE DENNIS J BANKS 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
HNMfi 












«0£ftAL mtAU Of INVESTffiAtt^ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOi" 

OCT 3 o 1974 

TElfryPE 


NR 024 WF CODED 


1100 PM Nim OCTOBER 30, 1974 WVC 

to: director, fbi and 



Aesoc. Dir. 
Dep.-A.D^A*a—. 

E>ep.-A.D^InT-11 

Asst Dir.: 

Admin- 
Comp. Syst 
Ext. Affairs — 
Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. r; 
,Ident\ 

Inspect!._ 

flan. & EvxL — J 
Spec. inv. - 
Training j.- 

Legal Cown. - 

Telephone Ra. _ 
Director Sec*y 




BALTIMORE, 

MINNEAPOLIS 

SAC, VFO <15 7-6209) <P) 


ATTENTION: gjTD 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS, AKA EM - AIM 

i 

RE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE TEL TO BUREAU DATED OCTOBER 
29,' 1974* 

ON OCTOBER 30, 1974, A RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED AIM LEADER 
DENNIS BANKS WAS IN THE WASHINGTON, D. C. (WDC) , AREA ON OCTOBD? 
29, 1974, AND MADE TWO PUBLIC APPEARANCES. BANKS SPOKE BEFOR 

* i 

A GROUP OF ABOUT 60 PEOPLE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAM), COLLEGE 

t 

PARK, MARYLAND, DURING THE AFTERNOON AND TO A CROWD Oj^ABOUT 
200 LATER THAT EVENING AT AMERICAN UNIVERSI£X-1^> * WPc/*£> _7 



BANKS, WHO DELIVERED BASICALLY THE SAME ADDRESS BEFORE 


BOTH AUDIENCES, SPOKE -IN BtmttL OF EVENTS LEADING UP TO 

THE 1973 SEIGE OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, AM) CONTINUED ON 

ABOUT GOVERNMENT MISCONDUCT DURING THE ENSUING .TRIALS. BANKS 
i 1 y' p? d C- £a*±***~ (4 <£ J &Sj 

3/ ‘ k)s 

^ U HOV 1 11974 ; 


IS NOV 6 1974 



bS 
hi C 







PAGE TWO WPO 157-6209 

TALK, WHICH WAS VER Y SOFT-KEY, WAS FOLLOWED BY A LENGTHY QUESTION 
AND ANSWER PERIOD* 

BANKS ALSO MENTIONED BRIEFLY HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM 
THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL CONFERENCE, HELD THE 
FREVIOUS WEEK IN VIENNA, AUSTRIA, WHICH IS CONSIDERING HELPING 
INDIANS IN LATIN AND SOUTH AMERICA GAIN RECOGNITION, 

BANKS* APPEARANCES WERE COORDINATED BETWEEN THE D. C, 

WOUNDED DEFENSE COMMITTEE AND THE STUDENT GOVERNMENTS OF THE 
RESPECTED INSTITUTIONS. 

A SECOND RELIABLE SOURCE ADVISED I I 


THE FIRST SOURCE ADVISED BOTH AUDIENCES CONSISTED ALMOST 
ENTIRELY OF WHITE, COLLEGE STIBENTS, WITH ONLY VERY FEW 
INDIANS IN ATTENDANCE. ALSO IN ATTENDANCE AT AU WAS AN 

A PARTICIPANT IN THE 


INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED A9 


WO UNDED KNEE AIRDRO P AND 


OBSERVER AT WOUNDED KNEE F OR THE NATI^NA L-COUNCIL^QE~CH15LCHES^ 
BEFORE BEING BANNED FROM THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION BY THE 
TRIBAL PRESIDENT. 


WHO WAS AN 



LATER JOINED BANKS ON THE 


PLATFORM DURING THE QUESTION AND ANSWER PERIOD. 
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BOTH GATHERINGS WERE CONDUCTED WITHOUT INCIDENT. 




ADMINISTRATIVE 
SOURCE ONE isf 



HILTON HOTEL ON THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 29# 1974, AND DEPARTED 

^ ' • I 

•* B 

THE MORNING OF OCTOBER 30, 1974, VIA NORTHWEST AIRLINE EN 

*► 

ROUTE TO PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WHERE HE PLANS TO PARTICIPATE 
AT THE NOVEMBER l, 1974, RALLY THERE FOR SARAH BAD HEART 
BILL. 

END 


0 ( 3 - 









OPTJONAU FOAM NO. 10 
MY i*r* COITION 
FPM* (41 CF*> 


/ 


ft 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


/? 


/£"7- ^3of 

t i r *1 ' 


iC, NEW YORK (157-12479) (P) 

S 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
BM-AIM 



date: 10/30/74 


* 



ReWFOnitel to the Director, Minneapolis, and New 
York, dated 10/18/74. 

_Eertaining to referenced nitel on 10/18/74, SA 

I was advised by officials of Swiss Air, JFK ' 
International Airport, New York, New York, that subject 
was on flight 101 at 10:05 p.m. on 10/18/74, to Zurich, 
Switzerland. 


An article in the New York Times dated 10/28/74, 
entitled "20,000 For Puerto Rican Independence",*advised 
that RUSSEDIi MEANS was in attendance at the Puerto Rican 
ft- rally on 10/27/74, at Madison Square Garden, New York, 

New York. Article made no mention of subject BANKS. 



ip 


NEW YORK 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK , will report results O 
informant check regarding BANKS attendance at rally at 
Madison Square Garden on 10/27/74. 

’ AT JFK AIRPORT, QUEENS, NEW YORK . 

Swiss Air regarding BANKS 1 travel plans. 


Will recontac 




5C 


\ 



1‘o7- c 3^3o9- 


a X 



15 NOV 4 1974 


(1 - JFK RA) 


REBidyc 

( 6 ) 


/ thfH 

" Ot y 



r\ J Buy US. Savings 

~4n f> 


lol: 


Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 






OPTIONAL FOAM NO. 10 

JV%.Y 1070 tOJTiON 

<S$A FFMA <41 CfA> I01-11.4 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM 


tf 




AC, BALTIMORE (157-9442)(RUC) 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS, aka 
EM - AIM 


date: 11/7/74 


if\ Re WFO teletypesyto t 

29? 1974 and October 30, 1974. 


6 the Bureau, dated October 


Enclosed for WFO is a copy of an article 
appearing in the October 30, 1974 University of Mary¬ 
land, College Park, Maryland student newspaper, 

"Diamond Back," regarding subject's speech on October 
29, 1974. 

| | could provide no additional 

information regarding the speech or individuals attending 
same. 


D-"| bO Fc> + R>fV 
CO?- 6 

~7br M P J usLZ<J~ 

: * f t^rnH 


REE 68 


IS 




NOV IB ISM 


/2/Bureau (R 
^2-WFO X157- 

1 tv_ 1 .f f ___ _ 



2/Bureau (RM) 

2-WFO ^157-6209)(Enc. 1)(RM); 

l-Baltimore 

RGW:mpb 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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FiVH $* 22 * 64 ) 


F B I 

Date: 


11/7/7*1 


Transmit the following in 


AIHTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 



(Priority) 




TO: , DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WFO 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
EM-AIM 
(00:MP) 

" (Bufile 100-462483) 

(Mofile 157 ~*i858) 

(WFOfile 157-5*176) 

DENNIS JAMES^ANKS 
EM-AIM 
(00:MP) 

ifiasaa "57 03;?2 ) 

(Mpfile 157-8*16) 

(WFOPile 157-6209) 

ReWFOlet dated 10/29/7*1 > captioned as above. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 13 copies and for Hp 
*1 copies of an LHM dated and captioned as above. 

One copy" is being furnished to U.S. Secret Service 

locally. 

Representative of Government Agency referred to 
I in LHM isl I 



HoTrIHordW^ 

(5^.Bureau (Enc. 13>^CLOSURRP ept * ** « Ri , c ~, s Div * ^ 

*1-Minneapolis (Enc. *1) A..GCrln-nruDlv. 

O x-frjrs /eV vH - Xbvi 


Agency: Secret Service 


2-WFO 


iV 12JS 




GCS (Lit.UnU^ 



b6 

b7C 


b6 


OBIGDUU. HUD W /£)/£> - <4 6 j2- 











A r 


FD-376 (R S v. 7-9-73) 



In Reply, PIea.it Refer to 

Fib No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2053S 

11 / 7 / 7 4 



Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 
Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: 

* 

Dear Sir: 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT; 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. CD Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. CD Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U- S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 


6. CJ Defector from U« S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. C3 Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S- 


Photograph CD ^ as been furnished O enclosed CD * s n0 ^ available. 


Very truly yours. 



1 - Special Agent in Charge <Enc!osurc(s)) 
U. S. Secret Service 


Enclosure(s) 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C. 20535 
November 7> 197*1 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 
EXTREMIST MATTER 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EXTREMIST HATTER 
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

On October 25, 197*1, a representative of another 
government agency made available 'the contents of a telegram 
sent on September 20, 197**., to President GERALD FORD by 
American Indian Movement (AIM) (See Appendix) leader, DENNIS 
BANKS. The telegram read as follows: 

"PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 
WHITE HOUSE D.C. 

"We denounce your pardon of RICHARD NIXON. It 
serves only to support our contention that there is a double 
standard of Justice In this country. While pardoning 
criminals like RICHARD NIXON, you are leaving a..life long 
sentence of termination hanging over .the lives of Indian 
.people. 



Jn Reply, PIvase Refer to 
File No, 


"Vie will not stand by while the real victims of 
, this government sit In Jail; yet those who have perpetrated 
the most serious crimes against this country are pardoned. 
If your concern is for the greatest good of all the people 
of the United States, where Is your compassion for the pain 
inflicted on Indian people? The Indian murders in Farming- 
ton, New Mexico, go unnoticed by your government which 
professes to seek justice. We expect justice for the 
Indians In Farmington. 

"Vie demand the release of SARAH BAD HEART BULL, 
who was arrested for protesting the release of her son T s 
murderer. Vie Insist on the release of the Custer 
defendants who have been denied bail pending appeal while 
the Watergate criminals are released on their own recog¬ 
nisance. 

"Vie demand an Investigation of the governmental 
misconduct In the Wounded Knee trials. 


-29 3 <>? 


/&9 Hl5T' - 3= — 






DENNIS JAMBS BANKS 
AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


"We support the Kootenai in their struggle against 
the United States and their determination to gain a just 
settlement from your government. * 

'"Where is your justice and mercy for Indian people 

"American Indian Movement Central Committee, 

DENNIS J. BANKS, Executive Director." 











■ ~x 
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' ” APPENDIX 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


The American Indian Movement (AIM) was formed 
in 1968 at Minne apolis» Minnesota,, by| | 

DENNIS BANKS and l I Chippewa Indians, as a 

civil rights organization. Its stated goals are to secure 
Indian self-determination and the right to be and think 
Indian; to eliminate the destructive tendencies of 
Christianity* white oriented education and the Federal 
Government from Indian life* along with the yoke of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered to be violence-prone. Members of AIM, however, 
led by violence-prone leaders, participated in the takeover 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Building, Washington, D.C., 
during November, 1972. These leaders subsequently led and 
participated in confrontations with local authorities, 
resulting in violence at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the 
Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota.. From 2/27/73* 
through 5/8/73* these leaders with AIM members and 
supporters occupied the community of Wounded Knee, South 
Dakota, by force of arms, taking a number of the community’s 
residents as hostage. Since that time they have been 
involved in numerous confrontations with local and Federal 
authorities, including the shooting and killing of a deputy 
sheriff in Arizona and the severe beating of two other 
police officers in South Dakota. 
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-f >*FTlONAt. FOAM no. to 
July 1#7* ioltion 
f «9A FF*f* <41 CFA2 1*1.] f,« 

UNITED STATES GOVeWmENT 

'Memorandum 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI 




date: 11/29/74 


**°*^mSAC, WFO (157-6209) (HUC) 

j subject: DENNIS JAMES^BANKS 
1 EM-AIM 

VV <00:MP) /jr -7- ?f30<7-t/ 3- 

\. HeWFOtel to the Bureau dated 10/18/74, captioned 




as above. 

Enclosed for MP is a recent copy of subject’s 
photograph. 

Re teletype advised subject had applied at New 
York City that day for a U.S. Passport on an urgent basis. 

On 11/19/74, the Passport Office, Department of 
St ate. WDC. made av ailable BANKS' passport application to 
SA I I which was reviewed and found to contain 

the following information: 

BANKS was issued Passport Number E 2210869 on 
10/18/74, at New York, New York, which is valid for five 
years travel to all countries except Cuba, North Korea, 
and North Vietnam. BANKS indicated on his application 
dated 10/18/74, that he planned to depart that day by air 
for Austria and Switzerland for one month on business. 

BANKS indicated he expect^to take additional trips abroad ^ 
within the next five yeaj0£r _ HO 

00 ^ / 

On the appli%atiefr,v&AfIKS listed the following 
biographical information: 


Name: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Father: 

Mother: 





Bureau 

2- Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc. 1) 
1- WFO 


DENNIS JAMES BA*K&^ . 

4/12/37 

Federal Dauv, ,Mfiumsota 
WALTER CHASEWNKS, goiSfo at. 

BERTHA ANN<KINiS>BANKsTt55*NW, 
8/ 14/17, at Cass^Lake. Minn e¬ 
sota,. V 

'Ann's VAj^kTieiL. CLk«<e.' 


'Bonis Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 







V 


•0 


V 




WFO 157-6209 
Marriage: 


Residence: 

Mailing Address: 

Telephone Number: 
Occupation: 
Employer: 


SSAN: 

Height: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 





St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 
70*J University Avenue 


St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 
612-227-0651 
Executive Director 
American Indian Movement 
553 Aurora Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
612-22^-^395 
502-28-0631 
5*11" 

Brown 

Brown 


It was noted BANKS did not affirm the "Oath of Alle¬ 
giance” as stated on the passport application and struck out 
the Oath in pencil before signing the application. The 
Oath reads as follows: 


"Further I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support and defend the Constitution 
,of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegience to the same; 
and that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservations, or 
purpose of evasion: So help me God.” 


_ BANKS' application was supported b y a letter from 

one l I Paramount Travel be 

Service, 225 Par k Avenue South, New York, New York 10003, b7c 

telephone number f I advising BANKS was in possession 

of a Swissair ticket for a flight to Vienna, Austria, that day 
and urged BANKS be issued a passport without the routine 
waiting period, basing the need on a quick and unexpected trip 
which had arisen. 


2 
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WFO 157-6209 

If any of the foregoing information, including photo¬ 
graph, is disseminated outside the Bureau, the source must be 
changed to "United States Government" records. The actual 
source must then be shown on the administrative page as the 
Passport Office, Department of State. 

Inasmuch as there are no outstanding leads in WFO 
re captioned subject, this case is being RUC’d. 
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Page 

21 
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Page 

39 

^ Duplicate; 

Page 
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~ Duplicate; 
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Page 
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^ Duplicate; 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED ?ROi: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS 5IElCAT ION GUICE 
DATE 01-29-2020 BY: | | 

OPTIONAL FOAM HO* » 

MAT lMt ECKTKM 

- "7 ’ k «$A ffMR (a cw) lOMtf ^r- 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


from rSAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 


SUBJECT0ENNIS JAHES^BANKS 
KEY EXTREMIST 
EM - AIM 


date: 12/16/74 


9/16/74. 


Re Minneapolis letter and LHM to the Bureau, dated 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above. Copies of an FD-376 are attached 
to two copies of the LHM for dissemination to U.S. Secret 
Service, Washington, D. C. 2 copies LHM sent Los Angeles. 

On copy of the LHM, along with one copy of an FD-376 
is being disseminated to U.S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. 


is the subject of 


Minneapolis has no characterizations for the ’’Winnipeg 
D* Free Press” and the International Human Rights Council Conference. 



INFORMANTS 


0 

7 


Identity of Source 
MP T-l 


MP T-2 is 


Location of Information 

V 

See Non Symbol Source Page 


0 


mmrnmmT. 

CLASSIFIED^TTY 5948 __ 

EXBHWL£ROM GENERAL DECLAgSXFfCSTlON 
SCHEDULE75r~EXfigiIjt^e-ORDER 11652 

exemptio^ucawgOryt—- 

AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED oiTUntefii 


4 4 v> 
* 


(^Bureau (Enc. 5) (RM) ^IjLx, 

^2<-Los Angeles (RM) (Enc. 2) CORRECi'^D FIRS! Pj 

2-Minneapolis 

$SC:kae:kh " ' 

I 

G& Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Petyroll Savings Plan 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED ?RG&i: 
FBI AUTQLIATIC- DECLASSIFICATION GUILE 

BY:[ 


CATE 011-23-2020 


OFTWNAS. FpRM NOt *> 
MAT '962 EMTtON 
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# CSA FFM * tfl-1 tt 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 

T \ a 





date: 12/16/74 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
KEY EXTREMIST 
EM-AIM 


Inference Minneapolis letter and LHM to the Bureau 
dated 9/16/74^ 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above/ Copies of an FD-376 are attached 
to two copies of the LHM for dissemination to U, S. Secret 
Service, Washington^ D. C/ 



:he LHM, 


One copy of 'the IHM, along with one copy of an 
FD-376 is being disseminated to D, S, Secret Service, 
Minneapolis, Minneso^t. 

s the subject of 





Minneapolis has no characterizations for the 
"Winnipeg Free Press" and the International Human Rights 
Council Conference. \ 


INFORMANTS 


Identity/of Source 

MP T-i/ I 

(See^Nonsymbol Source/Pa^q)// 

' MP T-2 is 


Location of Information 




<P- Bureau (Encs. - 5;(RM) 
2 - Los Angeles (RM) 

2 - Minneapolis 
ECikae 
( 6 ) 




/■> 






Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 











HP 15 7-3'16 


'HP f-3 is 


MP X-4 is 


HP T-3 is 


HP r-6 (See Hensymbol Source Page) 

Hie U. S. Government records 2 *evoaled in this 
LHM were furnished by the Passport Office, Apartment of 
State. 

ARMED and dangerous . 

fid AD 

LOS ASG3LES DIVISION 


.157-346-645 


157-346-676 


Al 1 LOS AflGSL2S. CALlFCAfllA 

Attempt to ."keep abreast of the location and 
activities of Dennis -J. Banks and advise office of origin. 








(Rev. 5-29-74) 


.1. (X] Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. Q The ^ a ta appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. Q Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau. 

4. El A suitable photograph fXjis pis not available. 

Date photograph was taken _-- 

.5* Q Subject is employed in a key facility and - - . -- - -- - is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are. - -.. 


6. eg Reason for classification where exemption category does nokproyide a^self-evident basis. 
a . D^!k n rR™ T( . TO protect*the -identity of MP T-2 and ■ 


Details of Report: To protect 
MP T-6. _ 

Cover Pages:. ..To .protect tt 


identity of MP T-6. 


7- CD Subject previously interviewed (dates) - - -- - - - -... 

fX|Subject was not £3 interviewed CD reinterviewed because (state reason) 
of his being under current ijidictraent on Federal charges 
stemming jfrom the Wounded Knee confrontation. 


8. CD This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9« Q3 This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall within the criteria because (state reason) 

BANKS is the past National Executive Director of the 
■American Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a member 
of the AIM Central Committee. 


10. 22 Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

fXI Submitted —5/15/73. ... —- Placed (29 Yes CD No 


gtj Subject designated and/or included in: 
Q Key Activist Program 
fxl Key Extremist Program 
n Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 


(JQ Extremist Photograph Album 
U Weatherman Photograph Album 

- 3 - 






MB- 157-846 


HP- 1-1 £ 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 157-846 


• • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. '20535 

Minneapolis , Minnesota 
December 1®-# 1974 


Director 

United States Secret Service • 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 



Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1> Q Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2- SI Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3- O Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. (29 Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. .demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. Q Defector from U. S- or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Qg Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 


Photograph JX) has been furnished PI is not available. 

Very truly yours, 



Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


i 


.1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure's)) (1) (<tM) 

U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosure(s) U) 







In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Ho. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Minneapolis, .Minnesota 

December .16, 1974 'CPIffiSSBmSir 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
ACTIVITIES 


This document Is classified £QjwG 4 rdeETial. The 
paragraphs so classified are marked CCj. Other paragraphs 
are unclassified. 

MP T-l advised that on September 20, 1974, President 
Gerald Ford received a telegram sent by Dennis Banks, representing 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) (See Appendix Section)* This 
telegram generally denounced the pardon of President Nixon and 
stated that this pardon serves only to serve the contention 
that there is a double standard of Justice in this country. Banks 
further demanded the release of the Custer defendants who had 
been denied ball pending appeals, while Watergate criminals were 
released on their own recognizance. He further demanded an 
investigation of the Government misconduct in the Wounded Knee 
trials. This telegram was ended by asking the question, "Where 
is your Justice and mercy for Indian people?” It would appear 
by the way the telegram ended that it came from the AIM Central 
Committee, Dennis J* Banks, Executive Director. 

_ MP T~2 advised on October 4, 1974, | , b 7: 

\ r ifoC w ' ' 

Sources whose identities are con¬ 
cealed herein have furnished re¬ 
liable information in the past, 
except where otherwise noted. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor con¬ 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency* 


JENTIAL 

CLASSIETSBlBY 5948 

EXEMPT JROMGENmt-DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF^EXECUTtVE-QgDER 11652 
EXEMPTJDiTt’ATEGORY 1 and 

LTICALLY DECLASSIFIED ON "Indefinite 


ENCLOSURE 













~PH mm. 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 



The daily edition of the ’’Daily World" (See 
Appendix Section) on Page Nine, in an article captioned 
"Dennis Banks Helping in Film On Wounded Knee" .reflected 
that Dennis Banks would be a consultant for a film based on 
the 1973 occupation cf Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and that 
filming was expected to begin in February or March, possibly 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

The October 11, 1974, edition of the ’Winnipeg 
Free Press," Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article, 

"Government - Indian Clash B^st Method: Banks." In this 
article, Banks states that violent confrontations have proven 
to be the best method of getting Governments to listen to 
Indian problems and Indians will continue to use it as long as 
Government officials fail to live up to their responsibilities. 
Banks told a large audience of students at the University of 
Manitoba that this is the only way the U. S. Government will 
listen. Banks w?nt further to say that if Governments stop 
listening again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be 
only a warning of more large scale actions to come. 

On October 30, 1974, MP T-3 advised that Banks spoke 
before a group of about 60 people at the University of Maryland 
College Park, Maryland, during the afternoon io a crowd of 
about .200 later that evening at American University, Washington 
D.. C. Banks, who delivered basically the same address before 
both audiences, spoke in general of events leading up to the 
1973 seige of Y/ounded Knee, South Dakota, and continued 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


on about misconduct during the ensuing trials. Bands' talk, 
which was vary soft keyed, was followed by a lengthy question 
and answer period. 

Banks also mentioned briefly that he had just 
returned from the International Human Rights Council 
Conference held previously that wioek in Vienna, Austria, 

On October 1-5, 1974, MP T-4 advised during the 
October 11, 1974, meeting of the Young Socialist Alliance 
(YSA) (See Appendix Section) that Banks heaped praise on 
organizations like the YSA and Socialist Workers Party (SYfP) 
(See Appendix Section) and then went on to speak about how 
they had made fools .of the U, S. Government because th^y were 
wrong in their mistreatment of the .red man with their broken 
treaties. 


On November 21, 1974, MP T-5 advised that Banks 
.is currently in Bos Angeles, California, staying at the 
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1 1 .source mrxner aavisea Banks 
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traveled to Los ^ngoles for th2 purpose ofl 
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Foreign 


On October 11, 1974, MP T-6, a confidential source 
abroad, advised that Banks had addressed audiences at the 
University of Manitoba and Winnipeg and had stated that 
'’the only way to deal with the Government is to take up ar ms." 
Source further advised f I 
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.DENNIS JAMBS BANKS 


A rayiew of U.S, Government records on November IB, 
1974, reyealed Banks was issued passpoit Number E 2210869 on 
October 18, 1974, at New York, .New York, which is valid for 
five years travel to all countries except Cuba, North Korea, 
and North Vietnam. Banks indicated on his application dated 
October 18, 1974, that he planned to depart that day by air 
for Austria and Switzerland for one anonth on business. 

Banks indicated he expects to take additional trips abroad . 
within the next five years, 

f 

On the application Banks listed the following 
biographical information: 


.Name 

Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
.Father 

Mother 


Marriage 


Residence 

Mailing Address 

Telephone Number 

.Occupation 

Employer 


.Dennis James Banks 
April 12, 1937 

Federal Dam, Minnesota 1 , 

Walter Chase,Banks, born at 
Hayward, Wisconsin 
Bertha AmAKin^Banks, born_ 
Augu st.,.14^ 1917, at Cass Lake*.. 
Minnesota. 

Las t'married on February .27 , 1973 

i *° I =J 


±5£AJ5as tJ&agnolisu 
St. Paul,. Minnesota 55105 
704 University Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 
612-227-0651 
Executive Director 
American Indian Movement 
553 Aurora Avenue 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
612-224-4395 


Social Security 

Number 502-28-0631 

Height 5’ll" 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Hair Brown 

3yes Brovm 

It was noted Banks did not affirm the "Oath of 
Allegiance" as stated on the passport application and struck 
out the Oath in pencil before signing the application. The 
Oath reads as follows: 


"Further I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 
that I will support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; 
and that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservations, or 
purpose of evasion: So help me God." 


_ Banks* application was supported by a letter from 

one l I Paramount Travel 

Service, 325 Par k Avenue South . New York, New York 10003, 
telephone number T I advising Banks was in possession 

of a Swissair ticket for a flight to Vienna, Austria-, that day 
and urged Banks be issued a passport without the routine 
waiting period, basing the need on a quick and unexpected trip 
which had arisen. 


FINANCE 


Domestic 


UP T-2 advised on October 4, 1974, that Banks 
during the previous week had attended the "World Council of 
Churches and the Interreligious Foundation For Community 
Organization .Conference, an affiliate of the World Council 
of Churches, at Alabama to discuss funding. £&£ ^ 

World Council of Churches is an organization 
of 224 Protestant and Orthodox churches in 93 
countries and actively campaigns for social justice 
and has granted financial support to several 
liberation movements ("Minneapolis Tribune" on 
December 2, 1974) (The "Minneapolis Tribune" is a 
daily newspaper of general circulation distributed 
in the Minneapolis, Minnesota, area). 
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APPENDIX 

a) 


AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 

* » 

r 

s 



The American Indian Move ment (AIM) was for med in 
1968 at Minneapo lis. Minnesota, b y I 

Dennis Banks and | L Chippewa Indians, as a 

civil rights organization. Its stated goals are to secure 
Indian self-determination and the right to be and think 
Indian; to eliminate the destructive tendencies of 
* Christianity, white oriented education and the Federal 
Government from Indian life, along with the yoke of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

I 

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered to be violence-prone. • Members of AIM, however, 
led by violence-prone leaders, participated in the takeover 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Building, Washington/ D. C,, 

, during November, 1972. These leaders subsequently led and 
participated in confrontations with local authorities, 
resulting in violence at Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and the 
Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota. From 2/27/73, 
through 5/8/73, these leaders with AIM members and 
supporters occupied the community of Wounded Knee,’. South Dakota, 
by force of arms, taking a number of the community's 
.residents as hostage. Since that time they have been 
involved'in numerous Confrontatxohs with local and Federal 
authorities, including the shooting and killing of a 
deputy sheriff in Arizona and the severe beating of two 
other police officers in South Dakota. 
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APPENDIX, 


"DAILY WORLD" 

The "Daily World" is an cast coast corcmunist newspaper. 
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SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY 


The Socialist Y7orkers Party (SY/P) is a 
revolutionary,. Trotskyist-coramunist organization, which 
is headquartered in New York City* Its purpose, as 
stated in its Declaration of Principles, is the overthrow 
of the U.S. Government and the institution of a dictatorship 
of the working class and the eventual achievement of a, 
communist society* It was founded in 1938 and maintains . 
close association with intenia tional Trotskyist organizations 
as a "sympathizing" group, but it denies formal membership 
in any foreign group to escape application of the Voorhis 
Act, which regulates certain types of organizations subject 
* to foreign control. Y?hile the SY/p does not openly advocate 
the use of violence at the present time to overthrow the 
U.S, Government, it believes that eventual violent revolution 
in the U.S, is inevitable. Its objection to the curi'ent 
use of violence is abased on the ground that it believes 
violence is premature at this time. The SY/p scales to 
px*ecipitate a revolution when conditions arc ripe and to 
seize control of the x'evolution and to direct it when it 
occurs, 

* 
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YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE 


The Young Socialist Alliance (YSA) is the youth 
group of tho Socialist Workers Party (Sl/P). It was 
formed in October, 1957, and is currently headquartered 
in New York City* It propagandises the beliefs of tho 
SWP among tho youth and i 3 the min source of recruitment 
into the SV/P* The SWP is a revolutionary, Trotskyist-connmnist 
organization which has as its purpose the overthrow of the 
U*S. Government and the institution of a dictatorship of the 
Yforking class and the eventual achievement of a comunist 
socioty* 




f 

t 



t 


11 * - 




DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


T-2 further 


ivised on the 


le date that 


he is 
wife. 


On February 27, ,497^' s members of the AIM 
with non-Indian supporters,\seized hostages and by 
force of arms, occupied the town of Wounded Khee, 

South Dakota, on /the Pine JUdg^ Indian Reservation, 
during which papts of the town w^re burned and 
ransacked, six Members of AIM wer^ wounded, two 
fatally, two Federal officers were "wounded, one 
permanently ^paralyzed, in several exchanges of 
gunfire between occupants and surrounded Government 
forces. 04 May 8, 1973, the occupationended by the 
surrender'of the remaining occupants. Mpre than 
200 arrets were made in connection with the 
occupation. r ! V 

/ / - - ’ \ ’ 

_ , MP T-2 also advised Banks’s relati onshin^ith 

I has cool ed and 

s currently seeing I I another AIM, member's 

. / M ;m ^ \ 









DENNIS JAMES BANKS 



The dally edition of the "Daily World'* (See 
Appendix Section) on Page Nine, In an article captioned 
"Dennis Banks Helping In Film On Wounded Knee" reflected that 
Dennis Banks would be a consultant for a film based on the 
1973 occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and that 
filming was expected to begin in February or March, possibly 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation. 

The October 11, 1974, edition of the ’Winnipeg 
Free Press," Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article "Government 
Indian Clash Best Method: Banks." In this article, Banks 
states that violent confrontations have proven to be the best 
method of getting Governments to listen to Indian problems 
and Indians will continue to use it as long as Government 
officials fail to live up to their responsibilities. Banks 
told a large audience of students at the University of 
Manitoba that this is the only way the U. S. Government will 
listen. Banks went further to say that If Governments stop 
listening again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be 
only a warning of more large scale actions to come, 

t 

On October 30, 1974, MP T-3 advised that Banks spoke 
before a group of about sixty people at the University of 
Maryl and,, Col 1 ege Park, Maryland, during the afternoon and 
to crow of about 200 later that evening at American 
University, Washington, D. C., Banks, who delivered basically 
the same address before both audiences, spoke in general of 
events .leading up to the 1973 seige of Wounded Khee, 
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. South. Dakota, and continued on about misconduct t 
ensuing trials. Banks’ talk, which was -very soft 
was followed by a ‘lengthy question and answer peripd, 


the’ 


Banks also.mentioned briefly ’that he' lyad. just. /v' 

'/.■returned -f rdm'. the' Internationa l ■:-Human '..Rights,..Counci.1 i,,■ V0 1 .■.. 

. 'Conferenge .held -previously .that week;, in Vienna* Austria y ■ 

■ .•. oh\October.v'.l5;,-: 1974»;• •advi.s'ed •during the .' •' '.-k.' 

v.'Octo'ber -11,.. : 1974> : meet!ng ■■ of the .Young;. Socialist. Alliance' : 

/ • J(YSA) (See Appendix’ Section) that Banks ^heaped, praise on '• 

organizations .like. s the YSA artd Socialist Wotkers -;Party (5WP) 

, '(See Appendix Sectibn)- and then went- pn to speak about- how 
- /■ they had:made .fools'? oftthe US. Government because. they were 
.:twrong in their mistreatment of the^red man with their -broken 
treaties-, • : A/ i ' 

•, /mp . T-5 a dv i s e d • th at: Bank s : 


// kw ;• :-.0h November ;21, 

is. currently - in >ijoe Angeles,? Ohiifbrni.h,■■^staying : 1 'at'the:; 


. ' h -f ■ : ■. 1 


1 


L,n 


.Source- further advised..Banks ■ 


traveled .to "Los Angeles -for'-.the 

;^pu'^'6s^'Vpi ■ 

T1 





-.W'./■..-■■■■■:■ 




A • -On' October .11,' 1974, MP T-6; 6 fob 

aborad, jad vised that Banks had addrcssed^trudi* 
Uni vc3 


source .' 
ices at the 


psity of Manitoba and' Winnipeg arid had .stated that — ' . 

’pTe"only way to/de,al, w ith the Government is. to; \ake -up amis . *' 
Source.further/ advised] 1 


■k' '." \ '. r ■: ". j . 
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; DE ^ 2 ; S .'';^ 1 BS '■ B ^ KS ;;; f ; V ; v :' vv : y : ; ;> : ...^■;:^ V ..^^^ 

i ,.j -: ' '.'A ..review ‘'of' ''Uv !, ; S;*. : ^pv.er;.nra'6ht'' 'records' or:•.'•November' 2.9, • v ; •..'-; 

: I974:.reye.^led v :Bahks '• V'aS; issued ; < v Passpor tiNumber. • E" 221086?.;on*^i’ 
Pc tober' J 8'/' 1974,;.; atvNevb/York^ .which 1 '.-is .^a'i ; ia .f or;./-’ 

.fiye year-?.v ? tiravei•• tb' ail'- cpun^rie^s'-, Cuba/;, Nort h Koreay. ■ ’■ 
and- N.orth ,Vieth.atn>:' -.Bank's;^ hi^agpTibanS^ated-- . v . : : 

October 18',7 - ’197.4 k that :Ke ' : p iarine’d 1 ;: 16; depa r^tSat-.-day: byliai r. /' : 
f orj Austria /- and ^i t-zer f an^:;..f or^ - one mon'on ; business"'■"''. •-• ;y r!" ? .i.. > 
Banks : : . lh^cat ed..He., expe c t s',-.take .-additional-J t ri|is : • abr oa d . , 
within /.theN^dxt- ; fiye';ydar-s.7|y"by 

■ - ^■ ■ ’. Pn applicant :3ahk ; s : - liste.d.th'e^^1 lowing- biographi-cal 

information:!' .■ 


.Vf-V V'-VP ■■ .' • -P^nis Jarr.es Banks. jly •■ 

Date of Birth.- ■;: y.v: : Afer^il 12 ; 1937 ■■•:"’-■ ^ /' 'i-v' 

• 'V'y-! ,. ; /Place, of Bir\h • '• ■;• • -- /pederal Dam, . Minnesota ^ ' 

y ! V" '':f,bb''PbthV -" .1 if : yly \ y-;■ 1-/.S. Y; : NaiteryPh ase:■ : Banks’/born' V■/ 7 


• V'y... /'Place, of Birth • •:'• -.- : • /federal 0am, . Minnesota . y. ’ • 

y ! V" '':f,yy'' ; Pbt hey' y yy fly \ y1-/. ; 'Na.i,ter r : 'CKase. : -Ba.nks"born' V; v ’■; 

■ ^ i -Motlier J^,r-. > Sertba^T^ir^^in^^ankSf'^bbrh! 

v :<.- %/-V / August .14 llViai.7./..'.at 
v,lvvV,^7v.';.' ^ ' '-Cass'- Lak e, Minnes ota; ; • ' >■- 

. 1'. ^:/..'7yi'/. Marriage'' : \y v^ iTast carried on February^2.7, 



r.ess;- 


oh ; e>'Number, 


Sb.cial.; Security; 
Account’ 'Number.'. 


■ '..5^. .Pau3^“' Minnesota: . 55105 

• St:Paul>- mnnesota J ■ 55105 
• ; 612-227.-p65iy;' > ‘ 

Exe du't'iye '.• -pi ctor : •. ., '' •. • 
.. . ; Ame r i dan • Inidi' ah ] •Ifcvement ■' ■: 
553^ Aut6taV''.Ayeniie ■'V-. 

■;■■ St..> Paul.'.y liinnesota-'. r-' 

'.612-224-4395...;.' 'y. '" "• 

''so2-28^-063:i. 

;:■■ Five! 'feet-;. E lev en ■ in che's ■■ : ■ 
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Hair Brown 

Eyes Brown 


\ It was noted Banks did not affirm the "Oath 
Alleglence" as stated on the passport application and 
out the Oath in oencil before signing the application 
Oath reads as follows: 


of 

struck 

The 


"Further I do solemnly swear (or affirm) 

'that I will support and defend the Constitution 
0,f the United States against all enemies, 
fbj*elgn and domestic; that I will bear 
true faith and allegience to the same: 
and that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservations, or 
puroosb of evasion: So help me God." 


one | 
Service, 


Bank f s application was supported by a letter from 

Paramount Travel 


52b Par k Avehue South . New YorkT-TTew York 10003, 


telephone number 


advising Banks was in possession 


of a Swissair ticket for a flight to Vienna, Austria, that day 
and urged Banks be issued a passport without the routine 
waiting period, basing the\nee.d on a quick and unexpected trip 
which had arisen, \ 


be 
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FINANCE 

Domestic 

\ 

MP T-2 advised on OctobeV 4, 1974, that Banks 
during the previous week had attended the World Council of 
Churches and the Interreligious Foundation For Community 
Organization Conference, an affiliate Npf the World Council 
of Churches, at Alabama to discuss funding. (pi ^ 

\ 

World Council of Churches is anvorganization 
of 224 Protestant and Orthodox churches in ninety- 
three countries and actively campaignsVfor social 
justice and has granted financial support to 
several liberation movements ("Minneapolis Tribune" 
on December 2, 1974) (The "Minneapolis Tribune" is a 
dally newspaper of general circulation distributed in 
the .Minneapolis, Minnesota, area). 
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Memormdum 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) date: 12/20/74 

SAC, NEW YORK (157-12479) (C) 


sj^ect: 


o 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM 


✓ 




ReWl^Onftel to Bureau, MP and NY, 10/18/74; NYlet to 
Bureau, 10/30/74. 

_,_” re; 

On 11/4/74, SA 


ff^s. advised by officials 


of Swiss Air that DENNIS .BANKS w^'tf^.f r i$ght number 101 at 
10:05 PM, on 10/18/74,, to. Zurichi'.Swi'tzferland, with a 
connection to Vienna on 10/19/74jr*$rAi * 


On 11/4/74, 


JadvJted that he did not'see 


subject at the Rally of American Indian, Puerto Rican, and 
Spanish Peoples at Madison Square Garden on 10/27/74. 
Source advised that Russel Means was the only speaker and 
only Indian he recognized at the rally. 


On 12/18/74. f I advised that BANKS and MARLIN 

BRANDO appeared oh the "Tomorrow" Show, WNBC-TV aired at 
1:00 AM, 12/16/74. BANKS and BRANDO were the only guests on 
the show and the general topic was the treatment of the 
American Indian in todays society. 


NY is closing its case on subject and will report 
any further activities on part of BANKS under the AIM 
(NYfile 157-8393). 
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1 I y UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Xlj Memorandum 

to : DIRECTOR, FBI (157*29309) 


from ^J^EGAT, 


BERN (157-29)(P) 

O 


SUBJECT: DENNIS JAJffiS- BANKS 
EH '** AIM 

i X A 

ReNyiet 10/30/74. 


date: 


CONft 



"Incomindios" is an organization in Geneva, Switzerland, whose l 
aim, according to its own statement, is to create a feeling of ' 
solidarity among the Indians of the two Americas and to establish? 
a dialogue between them and the Europeans. "Incomindios" planned 
to support financially the leaders of AIM who were appearing in 
court as a result of the Wounded Knee incident. 

Results of a che ck in this matter with the 

~1 will be furnished on receipt 


This communication is classified Confide 
because the information furnished by the 
was so classified. PEC-56 As "7 - 
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6/- Bureau 


X - Foreign Liaison,.,, 

1 - Minneapolis (1S7-&46.) (Info) 
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Date: 

/16/75 uMy 

Transmit the following in .. .. 


1 (Typ* * n plaintext or code) 


, AIRTEL 

/ X 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (j W 9-* f) 

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS <157-846)(P) 


?OLI< 

hL 


SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES jBANI 
EM - AIM 
(00:MINNEAP0LIS) 





Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of above 
captioned and dated LHM. 

The Bureau may desire to make distribution of th| 
N^'LHM via Legat Bern, Switzerland. j 

. Names of delegates set forth in LHM being fuj^ 
N. Bureau for indexing purposes. • yS 

The identity of MP T-l is_ 

_. Minneapolis has no characterization for _ 


1 - 1 Copy t o 

LEAD routlr 'S diip for \ 

"■ B^nf o □ action \ 

MINNEAPOLIS \ 

AT MINNEAPOLIS MINNESOTA : U" \ 

Will maintiiruomtact with l I forN. . 

information regarding^ Jww&S BANKS* trip to Europe. 

(2)- Bureau (Enc-S^P , R ^8 ?Jf = J 

5 - Minneapolis Agency: Secret Service 

S I - I— C -1 Dept. - fJAAitti££M**£5£iXv* - 

1 - 157-3481) - : . MC Criminal Dlv. ^ jM ,aOW» 
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U - I 

(1 - 157-3481' 
(1 - 157-1458] 
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Approved: Si_ 

6^603 M*?' 
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Sent . 
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In Reply, PJ'OJ* Refer to 
File jYo, 


UN^JvD STATES DEPARTMENT OF^'STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
January 16, 1975 


Dennis James Banks 

Characterization of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM), is set forth in appendix page which is attached 
hereto. * 

i * 

On December 31,.1974, MP T-l, a source who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised that he had learned that 
AIM leader, Dermis,James Banks, was one of two United States 
delegates to thb ^World Council of Churches. Kumgg 

Austria ^Oc toner 21_ST^6.|^I9^ 4. Source advised thatnenad 

learned that this town is aSout 40 miles from Vi^aa. _ 

Source advised that he had learned that a 1 Pf 

not further identified, played some J role in making ^BariXp .a . 
delegate. 

Dennis James Banks holds no national office 
in the AIM, but is a member of the AIM Central 
Committee, a decision making body. 

MP T-l 

January 28, 1974 


Source advised that he had learned that the theme 
of this meeting was "human rights and Christian responsibility", 
and that among the numerous delegates throughout the world who 
attended were several representatives of Communist countries. 
Source advised that he had learned that the following delegates 
attended this meeting: ' 




This document contains'neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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44P 


' 53P 




Technical Staff 


Guests 


, 52P 


Source advised that he had also learned that the 
delegates were broken down into four working groups. Source 
advised that these groups were organized as follows: 


J** *A 










Languages: Languages: Languages: Languages 


Russian 

German 

English 

French 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




subject: 


Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-462483) 

ACTING SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (157-1319) (P) 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 

EM - AIM 

00: Minneapolis 



date: 1/23/75 


Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies, for Dallas 
3 copies, for Minneapolis 6 copies, for San Francisco 2 
copies, and for Phoenix 1 copy of self-explanatory LHM, 
Also enclosed for the Dallas Office is one copy of three" 
page letter dated 11/25/74, which sets forth information 
contained in enclosed LKM and other data of interest to 
Dallas in handling below lead. 

Sources concealed in enclosed LHM are as follows: 
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dP- Bureau (Enc, 12 
\2 - 100-462483 

1 - 


1 


/ EKCtOSU 2 ^ 


1 




1 - 157-29309] 

'1 - ,157-98313UM*!ANSS 

1 - 


3 - Dallas (Enc, 3) 

(2 - 157-2755)(AIM) 


6 - Minneapolis (Enc* 6) 
\2 - ,157-1458)(AIM) 

1 - 


J 


NOT RECORDED , 
102 JAN 29 m 


1 - 157-846)(BANKS) 


1 - 157-1460)(MEANS) 
i - 1 —n 

1 - Phoenix (Enc. 1)(157-1436)(AIM) 

2 - San ^rancisco (Enc. p(l - 100-71996)(AIM) 


(1 - 


Sfi - Oklahoma City (1 - 157-1319) (1 A 
~"}5 (1 - 157-1555) (BANKS' 

Q ftlCHglS?-! 587 H MEANS 



21£ 


HBMipwO Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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OC 157-1319 


Source 


Date and/or 
Description 
of Activity 


Location 


OC T-l is 


b7D 


11/27/74 


Characterization 
of BAN KS, M EANS. 


and[ 




be 

b7C 


OC T-2 
identified 
on attached 
non-symbol 
source 

administrative 

page 


OC 157-1319-1751 


Bureau and interested offices will note 
Minneapolis letter to O klahoma City, 7/1/74, c antioned 

Jreports that on 6/15/74,L 


Sioux Falls P olice Department* Sio ux Falls, 


b6 

b7C 


South Dakota, advised that 


1 was in the 

Minnehaha County Courtroom on 4/30//4, when th e clash occurred 
between police officers and militant Indians*. | | was 

not arrested. 


This letter also reports t hat on 6/18/74* an FBI 
Agent observed I I to be present during a 

confrontation between militant Indians and the Aberdeen, 
South Dakota Police D epartment at the new Federal Building 


be 

b7C 


in Aberdeen. [ 

t>_ * - 


demanded that the Commissioner of 
Bureau of Indian Affairs discuss matters with him as a 
representative of AIM. No violence occurred on that date. 


The above information is reported as it is 
considered to relate to allegation in enclosed L1IM to the 


effect that 
confrontations * 


and other AIM leaders encourage 


b6 
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LEAD; 


- 2 - 


___J 







OC 157-1319 


DALLAS DIVISION 

AT DALLAS. TEXAS♦ If not already done, may desire 
to contact writer or enclosed letter as possible source of 
AIM activities and future plans, noting his relationship 
and apparent association with some AIM leaders. 



















In Rtpijr, PlfOf* Rrfcr to 
FUt Ko. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
January 23, 1975 



AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


Characterization of the American Indian Movement 
(AIM) is set forth as an appendix page attached hereto* 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA) people do not 
trust Russell Means. In fact, there is every indication 
that SLA people trust very few people connected with AIM* 

(OC T-l, November 27, 1974) 

The SLA is the underground terrorist group 
which has claimed responsibility for the 
kidnaping of Patricia Campbell Hearst in 
California on February 4, 1974. 

Russell Charles Means holds no office in AIM, 
but is a member of the AIM Central Committee, 
a decision making body. 

(OC T-l, January 28, 1974) 

There has been a recent split in AIM. Russell 
Means pulled his people out of AIM and he is now residing 
in Porcupine, South Dakota. 

(OC T-l, November 27, 1974) 

.This document contains neither 

rococnscndntlevs ror conclusions of SOUTCeO’) WhOFC Identities 

the FBI. r ' *■ - - ‘ 

the FBI and 
it and its - 
distributed 


is the nrorcriy or 
s loaned to your agency; 

jntC'Tts are not to bo __, . .. __ 

mtsido your agency. ^ * 0T1 ^ paSv except 

where otherwise noted. 


are concealed isereir 1 ■■■* 
furnished reliable in forma* 


IS7' M3oy- 






AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


‘ I _ K 

Sioux tans, soucn uaxoca. 

4 

(OC T-l, April 3, 1974) 

On May 30, 1974. 1 I Dep uty United St ates 

Marshal, St. Paul, Minnesota, advised that I " H is 

co-ordinating the trials against non-leadership AIM people 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for the AIM organization. 


directed to [ 


A source made available a resume of statements 

I of the Cherokee 
Nation of Oklahoma, on November 25, 1974. The statements 
were made by an American Indian male who indicates he is 
well acquainted with and has the confidence of some AIM 
leaders, including Dennis Banks, Russell Means, and | 


Dennis James Banks holds no office in AIM 
but is a member of the AIM Central Committee, 
a decision making body. 

(OC T-l, January 28, 1974) 

The above mentioned Indian male reported the AIM 
had attempted to attract him to their ranks for several 
years but this person had not become affiliated with AIM 
because he could not equate himself with AIM leadership 
and some of its stated goals. He continued, reporting he 
considers that while AIM originally set itself some worth¬ 
while goals, its leaders hip in the pe rsons of Russell 
Means, Dennis Banks, and I ^ have long since 

prevented those original noble goals and turned AIM's 
activities into self-serving actions, designed to reward 
themselves monetarily at the expense of the Indian people. 

This Indian male reported he had some conversation 
with AIM people and based on their statments he began to 
believe they were either in control of or in close touch 
with the persons having Patty Hcarst. He reported he was 
invited to Phoenix, Arizona, to pursue this contention. 

He traveled to Arizona in this natter and there met with 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


>■ 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


Russell Means and 


These two AIM leaders 


assured this person they could put him in touch with Patty 
Hearst* 


In addition to this verbal a ssurance and as an 
apparently collateral action Means and ) b ffered to 


display an example of their ’’power’** This demonstration 
consisted of their ordering a number of young Indians to 
take their ward rums and go into the courtyard of the Sands 
Motel in Phoenix, where they held a war-dance, throwing 
beer cans everywhere in an obvious effort to provoke the 
Phoenix Police Department* 


This Indian male individual reported he is 
convinced the above indicated AIM leaders are closely 
aligned with the people who have Miss Hearst, if they 
do not have her themselves. 


In addition to this supposition concerning the 
indicated AIM leaders and Miss Hearst the above Indian male 



The above mentioned Indian male continued his 
statements commenting in effect as follows: 


They, Means and 


naturally have a 


certain charisma*..and having literally tweaked 
Uncle Sam* s beard on three occasions and gotten 
away with it, they represent excitement to young 
Indians* Certainly no one in his right mind would 
buy that ’’revolution” stuff they'preach, but 
they are preaching it to young, impressionable 
minds which respond to the idea* 


I can state this with absolute cert ainty: 
Based on my conversations with Means and | l 

they propose to stage some type of headline- 
grabbing incident during our Bicentennial Year 
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b6 • 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


that I fear will reflect badly on the many Indian 
people who do not share their views* 

I would hope that some recourse should be 
available whereby the American Indian Movement 
could be re-oriented and re-channeled into a 
direction consistent with those many things so 
many people have worked so hard to achieve for 
Indian people* I believe we have the interest of 
the American people now—as well as their good will* 

I would hate to see these valuable assets literally 
thrown to the winds because of some foolish 
activities fostered by AIM* 

It would be a sad thing indeed if the present 
AIM leadership, which, according to I I has 

"connections" with Havana, should bring 'about severe 
harm to any of the many Indian youth who are now 
responding to their pronouncements* 

I fear that there simply is not sufficient 
awareness of just how far these people are willing 
to go to further their own aims, but I do know 
they have something in mind which they plan to 
propose to the UN General Assembly* 

In conclusion of his statements the Indian male 
individual reported his conclusions, as related above, are 
based on intensive talks with Means and I l and after 

watching them send upwards of a thousand Indian youths out 
to taunt and provoke a Police Department. 

He stated it appeared the principal thrust of 
their actions at this point seems -to be to continue to 
attempt to bring about confrontations, which of themselves 
bring about publicity and of course adds to their following. 

(OC T-2, December 17, 1974) 


DENNIS BANKS, RUSSELL MEANS, AND 
SHOULD BE COXSIDiiKED" Am’irSNiTD'AN^ROUST ’ 
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TfOESAi ewe» «' 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JMI 25^®S 

teletype 





\ 


m mz bt plain 

220 PM NITEL JANUARY 25.,1975 PHD 
TO DIRECTOR (J ?^w 

mNNEAPOLI S (70-SS64) 

SEATTLE 
FROM BUTTE (157-499) 

DENNIS JAME^IaNXS. AIM -EM* 00 MINNEAPOLIS. 

THE JANUARY3£4, 1975, EDITION "GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE," A 
GREAT FALLS, ^ONT.., DAILY NEWSPAPER, REVEALS SllB.. GEORGE, 


Assoc* Dir, ——, 

D ( p,»A .P.-A dm. ^ 
f Dcp^AJ?^In r >. n ^ 
Asst DirX ' 7f 
Adtain. »* 
Comp, Syst .... ■ ■ 
Ext Affair* — 
Fites & Cora. — 
Gen, Inv. — 
Ident 
Inspection 
.IntetL 
Laboratory 
Plan. & E?*L — 

Spec. lav. -- 

Training — — I 

Legal Cota. — j 
Telephone Sol 
Director Sec»y — 
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ING\ 


GIBBONS, AND PHIffiLANE FROM S EATTLE, WASHINGTON , WILL SPEAK 


TWO P. M. 


AT A PUBLIC MEETING 

College of great falls theater, 

SPONSORED BY A LOCAL INDIAN, 


JANUARY 2S 





AT 


INTEREST FOR ESTABLSKMENT OF INDl\ 

falls. . 


program has been aranged and 

_Vj___, jfl iyJT_ . 

\ < iNHOP£ OF CREATING 
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I>N CULTURAL CENTER IN GREAT, J, t c 

& REMS /P 


NO IDENTIFIABLE REFERENCES^UTTE INDICES CONCERglNC^ ^81^5 


NO in i 0feSll^T^O^ijii3tNG CONDUCTED BY BUTTE. HOWEVER 4 
PUBLIC SOURCE^TNf;oayjAii\)N WILL BE REPORTED. 


END 


IHlEfTiCEHCE DIA' 
BECEIAED 


ALL IKFm OWNED 
HEREIN Si 3J3UIS8IHED - 
DATE _RYi eggekfir*' 
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ffO£RAl WZZXJ C? iNVESTlCATKW 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTJO.’J 
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NR 001 BT PLAIN TELF7YPS 

4:20PM NITEL JANUARY 28, 1975 CAY 
TO: D IR^OR 

MINNEAPOLIS 

SEATTLE 

FROM: BUTT£^< 157-499) 

DENNIS JAMeHjaNKS, AIM - EM, 00, MINNEAPOLIS. 


Assoc* 1> ir. 
Dep.-A.D.-A 
J>ep^A*D t *Inr. 
Asst Dir.: 

Admin, - 
ComjL h 

Eat. Affairs 

Files & Com* -_ 

Gen, In?*- 

Hcnt 



I ■ II 

Inspection _-rf^l 

.Intcll, Uj ftA&ffft 


Laboratory — 

Plan. & EyaL _ 

Spoc. Inv._ 

Training- 

Legal Conn._ 

Telephone Rm. 
Dirtcioy See'y 
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T3 JAN 29 1975 

MINNEAPOLIS REQUESTED TO ADVISE TRAVEL PLANS OF BANKS. 


MINNEAPOLIS, SEATTLE, AND BUTTE ADVISE IDENTITIES AIM 

I 

MEMBERS KNOWN TRAVELING TO CALGARY FOR RALLY. 

END 

P HJ n r i.i i „ .. ].p \ 


‘IlXErr..- „vi- Ur 

t f, i ; 


7*lfU2 

<^ c imi/ 

,tUS mMi 01A- 
HECEiaed 

61 fE 8 ' o "75 
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0-73 (_R«v(_7-20-73) 


MESSAGE R&.AY'^ 2 ' 


t>er 


Transmit in ^^e^JSJSL _ via teletype the attach 

(plavittxt or c odt) 


(priority) 


mrssage. 


******* **************************** 


FROM: Director. FBI 


FIELD DISSEMINATION 


Aim. Dk g,- 

Am. Dir ,i 
A#mUp • 

C^|. }y»t, 

Ext, - 

Ctn. Uy, - r 

W«*l. - 

UlHC^ - 

- 

UWrtHiy r — - ■ 
& Ky*I« ^ 


qEX104 KE&3! 0 /^,^r 

Classification: 

SUBJECT: ^ X 

^ / iErtiAbf: mm 

■Lii kl*/T 01 * j HPCf lAf-O 


r, \$V* 
fC<P. o ’ 


£u. Ktyf 


Foftlco^LlcfAQft/ 

»Route throb 
Q Cleared t ?2 


<Text of message begins % next pkgeV>i.\i fttCRU OUMAU Of iNYESTTCATKsi 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


(jM 


JrJHEfEB i 21975.,, o 

Ka. m y ^ * 

&<**♦•♦* S.tV— MAIL ROOM m TELETYPE UNIT 


r®3 


JAN 311975,,, 

i&qPa~< frs 

TELETYPE 


pc 






j * i 

i 


g M'o.l 

JIOH 


-T ixvi^ 


'. / *3~ 


*v 

, ;vaI * 


KR00S NP CODED 


NITEL JANUJ 


30, 1975 AGL 


TO DIR] 


157- 


■BI 157-29339 
(INFO) 



I L#<aI I u.i ..... 

, J.li>:r.onti Pra. 

| /ire -t^r Sf.;'y _ 


MINNEAPOLIS I5TO4S (P) 


DENNIS JAMES BANKSJ EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS, 

ON JANUARY 29, 1975, A SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMA¬ 
TION IN PAST ADVISED HE LEARNED THAT AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 
NATIONAL LEADER DENNIS BANKS INTENDS TO SPEAK AS SCHEDULED AT 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY, CALGARY, ALBERTA, CANADA. SOURCE STATEDl I 


THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN MINNESOTA 
IN 1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. 

AIM LED AND PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN 
SC0TTS3LUFF, NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. 
AIM LED TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN 
FEBRUARY - KAY, 1973. 








rJ0/7/MA 


A bU)Sts' 














INFORMATIVE NOTE 

o... 1/31/7S 

On 2/6/73, members of American Indiai 
Movement (AIM) at Custer, South Dakota 
(S.O.)* protested charge of manslaughter 
against white defendant in. death of an 
Indian. Riot ensued and Custer County 
Court House damaged by fire; Chamber of 
Commerce building burnt to ground. 

Attached indicates pre-trial hearings 
for national AIM leader Dennis Banks on 
charges relating to Custer riot scheduled 
for 2/10 and 14/75. Anticipated trial 
date 2/18/75. S.D. Attorney General's 
Office advised Custer residents extremely 
hostile towards AIM, heavily armed and 
described situation as extremely volatile. 

Attached being furnished by teletype 
to Secret Service, Criminal Division 
(Internal Security, General Crimes Sectior 
and Civil Disturbance Unit) of the 
Department, and Department of Interior. 

1 - General Investigative Division 
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f££>£RAl BUMAU Of INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
JAN 3 0,1975 

TELETYPE 


Aasoc. Dir. ,, J 
•Dcp.*A.D.-Ac}f£ 

A»t Dir,: jA 
Admin._ /(f 

Swi-Sr* — 


NR005 MP COOED 

455PM URGENT JANUARY 30* 1375 AGL 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
ALBUQUERQUE 
BUTTE 
CHICAGO 
DENVER 
KANsis CITY 
LOS ANGELES 


MILWAUKEE 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

OMAHA 

PHOENIX 

PORTLAND 

SALT LAKE CITY 

SEATTLE 


AX*** 

Cea. lay. 

—Z_£_ L^ 

IlWpection r** lt 
Inietl 

kaLorstory . I 
Mao. Sc Eval _ I 
Spcr. Inr. - I 
| Training . I 

Ccun,_I 

Telephone Rm. _I 

JWwetorgee’y_1 b6 



//////////////ALL OFFICES VIA WASHINGTON//////////////// 
FROM MINNEAPOLIS 157-4319 , 


PROPOSED TRIAL OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS* CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, FEBRUARY 



10* 1975, EM - AIM} 00* MINNEAPOLIS* c 

ON JANUARY 30, 1975, | ~~~| SPECIAL AGENT* DIVISION''V ‘ j 

OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS (DCI), SO&^? , 'ftAKOTA ATiaRNEYBEJERAL* S ^ 
OFFICE, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, ADVISED THE STATE OF^SWTH DMOTA^Ay* 
HAS SCHEDULED PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS FOR BANKS’ON FEBRUARY 10 AND 14, ' ^ 
1975, ^ND, ANTICIPATED TRIAL DATE TO BEGI1J FOR JURY SELECTION ON FEB 4 1973 


OFFICE, RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, ADVISED THE STATE OF S 


FEBRUARY 18, 1975* 


STATED SOUTH DAKOTA ATTORNEY GENERAL* S 


OFFICE ANTICIPATES THE STATE TRIAL OF BANKS TO LAST FROM THREE TO SIX 
WEEKS* BANKS^BEING TRIED ON SOUTH DAKOTA CHARGES OF RIOT AND RIOT 
WHERE ARSON COMMITTED, BOTH FELONIES UNDER THE SOUTH DAKOTA.CRiWnaLx 

[ElflYPtfi ID: 6aFEB14!975 £™f 


Pit UVfcd 
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< V A. 

f t 

PAGE TWO MP I57-4319 

STATUTES* I | ADVISED THE LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE CUSTER, 

SOUTH DAKOTA, AREA ARE EXTREMELY HOSTILE TO MEMBERS OF AMERICAN, 

INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM), | 1 ADVISED ALL RESIDENTS ARE KNOWN TO 

BE HEAVILY ARMED AND DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AS EXTREMELY VOLATILE. 

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN 
MINNESOTA IN 19G8, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN, AIM ®S23D3E| LED AND PARTICIPATED IN 
CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, 

NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREA OF SOUIH DAKOTA. 

AIM LED THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, 

SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973. 

FOR INFORMATION, CUSTER COUNTY COURT HOUSE^AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

BUILDING, CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, SOB BURNED TO THE GROUND 

winter 

ON FEBRUARY 6, 1973. THE FIRESW A RESULT OF AN AIM PROTEST WHEREIN 
AIM WAS PROTESTING THE CHARGES OF'MANSLAUGHTER PLACED AGAINST WHITE 
DEFENDANT IN THE DEATH OF WESLEY BAD HEART BULL; THE RIOT ENSUED AND 
THE BUILDINGS WERE BURNED. NUMEROUS POLICE OFFICERS AND OTHERS 
RECEIVED INJURIES AS RESULT OF THAT RIOT. 













PAGE THREE MP 157- 431 9 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

RECEIVING OFFICES REQUESTED TO IMMEDIATELY ALERT ALL SOURCES AND 
INFORMANTSTRE PROPOSED TRAVEL TO CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN SUPPORT OF 
DENNIS BANKS, AND ADVISE MINNEAPOLIS OF ANY INFORMATION RECEIVED* 

MINNEAPOLIS WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE CONTACT WITH APPROPRIATE LOCAL 
OFFICIALS IN:CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND KEEP THE BUREAU APPRISED OF 
ANY PERTINgllX INFORMATION. 

END. 

FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR CORRECTIONS PLEASE CONTACT MINNEAPOLIS OFFICER 


END 
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MESSAGE RELAY 




' Transmit in via teletype the attached /fTK message* 

(plaintext or codt) (priority) ' 

*********************************** 


FROM: Director, FBI 


FIELD DISSEMINATION 


■t wvwrs/mos 

WS SECTION 
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Aim. Ol*. - ,,„ 

At*f» Dim 
A4mt*> . .. 

C +*+p. Sy»l, ■ 

e*. 

^lUi A Cmi. __ 
Cw, U*. - 
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irt - ■ 

Iftt+U. _, ’ 

4 Ct«I. 

Uv, i - r 

TffUtAf _Uj Lf _ _t_ 
C*H*. _ 

T.U^KWRrti:' 
SlfftMi SVc'/ »i. 


Classification: 

SUBJECT: 


■ A *V| 


iSF 7 ^ -<7? 

F«r#Jgn LlgUon Unit / r 


rocafgn Lfgison Unit A 

H Route through for review 
Cleared tele phonic ally 

wTth T*"**— » 


S4U. 

:€B 3 197$ 


(Text of message begins on next pa^t^ .r^n- 


*-7£ E^a1Sd!)W&3 TELETYPE UNIT 
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rtOISAl 6UM4U Cf IMYCSttATtON 

JAtA&raft 

TEWPE 


4 


NR0M MP CODED 


455PM. 


jENT JANUARY 30, 197XAGL 


TO DIRECTOR>^BI 
^ALBUQUERQUE^ 


BUTTE 


CHICAGO 
DENVER 
KANSAS $#Ti 
LOS ANGELES 


MILWAUKEE 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
OMAHA 
PHOENIX 
PORTLAND 


Vcp.*A.D.-Ada 

Dir.: > 
AdVta 

ConV Sr^f „ 
File? 

Cf^a. lA „_ 
IdeayT jk _ 

Xnyt 

Lj^>rjitdry A 
j/aa * EvaiS 
Jrpcc. Inf. - 1 

I «rainin^ _ 

I Coco. _ 

/Telephone ICnu , 
> Director g^ y _ 


♦♦ ;t .* ^v/v ’. 


LAKE CITY 


SEATTLE 


PROPOSED TRIAL OF DENHIS JAMES BANKS, CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, FEBRUARY 

MATf£l*f\tW£JCA<> ttSbtMJ £AfM\ 

10, 1975, gw AIM| PO +- HjHHSftnQ fal C . 


ON JANUARY 30, 1975, 


SPECIAL AGENT, DIVISION 


OF CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS (DCI), SOUTH DAKOTA ATTORNEY GENERAL* S 

OFFICE, RAPID CITY, SOUTH’DAKOTA, ADVISED THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

* htATIMb** 4/**f 44T44r< 

HAS SCHEDULED PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS FOR BANKSTON FEBRUARY 10 AND 147 

1975, AND ANTICIPATED TRIAL DATE TO BEGIN FOR JURY SELECTION ON 


FEBRUARY.-r8-.jS75-.c_ 


STATEDrSOUTH DAKOTA - A TTORNEY_GENERAL*S 


“OFFICE*ANTICIPATES THE“STATE*TRIAL OF BANKS TO LAST FROM THREE TO SIX 
WEEKS. BANKS BEING TRIED ON SOUTH DAKOTA CHARGES OF RIOT AND RIOT 
vWHERE ARSON COMMITTED, BOTH FELONIES UNDER THE SOUTH DAKOTA CRIMINAL 

rnrTvnrrs 











SOUTH DAKOTA, AREA ARE EXTREMELY HOSTILE TO MEMBERS OF AMERICAN 


INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM)* 


ADVISED ALL RESIDENTS ARE KNOWN TO 


BE HEAVILY ARMED AND DESCRIBED THE SITUATION AS EXTREMELY VOLATILE* 
; j -THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN 
, MINNESOTA IN 19S8, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE 


AMERICAN INDIAN. AIM 


LED AND PARTICIPATED IN 


CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, 

I 

NEBRASKA, AND THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA. 

i 

■AIM; LED THE TAKEOVER AND OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, 


SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973. 

- 

IFOR, INFORMATION, CUSTER COUNTY COURT HOUSE.AND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

! ' 

BUILDING, CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, SHS BURNED TO THE GROUND 

iMrtur 

ON FEBRUARY 6, 1973. THE FIRES1*La RESULT OF AN AIM PROTEST WHEREIN 

AIM. WAS, PROTESTING THE CHARGES OF MANSLAUGHTER PLACED‘AGAINST WHITE 

t 

DEFENDANT IN THE DEATH OF WESLEY BAD HEART BULL* THE RIOT ENSUED AND 

I .4 

THE BUILDINGS WERE BURNED. NUMEROUS POLICE OFFICERS AND OTHERS 

) * 

RECEIVED INJURIES AS RESULT OF THAT RIOT. - '• *. . 


ojL 


. „ V"* * * . * . # « 


v.,^ ^ -- 
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PAGE. THREE BP 157-4319 

ADMINI^ATIVE - ; ,*'■ 

RECEI^G OFFICES REQUESTED TO IMMEDIATELY ALERT ALL SOJlRefl^AKD 
INFORMANTS RE P&OR§SED TRAVEL TO CUSTER, SOfJlTH DAKOTA^fN SUPPORT OF 
DENNIS BANKS, AND ADViSEMINNEAPOLIS OF ANY imOfmTlOH RECEIVED* 

MINNEAPOLIS WILL HAINAN CLOSE CONTAtfl WITH APPROPRIATE LOCAL 


OFFICIALS IN CUSTER, SOUTH DAKO: 
ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION.^** 
END- 


ID KEEP THE BUREAU APPRISED OF 


FOR ANY 


HIONS OR CORRECTIONS PLEASE CONTACT MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE, 


> j; ' *' ’• ♦ 
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** 


Nlia Ff 3 

DIRECTOR 


MINNEAPOLIS (157-4319) 


FROM: ALBUQUERQUE (15 7-909) 


PROPOSED TRIAL OF DENNI S JAMES BANK S, CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA, 
FEBRUARY 10, 1975 , EM - AIM. 00: MINNEAPOLIS. I L 

RE MINNEAPOLIS TE TO BUREAU, JANUARY 30, 1975. I- 

ALBUQUERQUE SOURCES CONTACTED AM) -NOT AWARE OF 
ANYONE FROM TH IS DIVISION PLANNING TRAVa TO CUSTER FDR TRIAL 
SOURCES WILL REMAIN ALERT FDR ANY TRAVa. 


Pit! . 

Pep.-A.D.-Adm,_ 

Dep.-A.D.«I nv. - 
Arst. Dir,: 

A&nii, __ : 

Coi’ip. Pvafc __j 

Ext. Af£ur* _ 

Fii-j & Cvisi. 

Goa, Tnv, ._ 

Idont. . 

srjsfef 

L&' vy 
Piau. 4 EvaL _ 

S p* 1 ., In f. . . 
Trt.ih i.% . 

Coua. , - 
Telephone Ria. _ 
Director, Sec^y 







* 




£8 \ 1375 


; HFEB' 9 ^ 


iHiErriurHos dia* 

USCKIAal) 







DEC LAS5IFICATI0N AUTHORITY DERIVED 04: 
IBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
CATE 01-30-2020 BY: 

* Mivm .ifl* 


OP*C*mv. * 0 *m mo. (ft 
Of* «tv MO » 







UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 



Director, FBI (157-29309) 


DAT* 2/12/75 


gat, Bern (157-29) (P) 


' FRO,' 

* 0 

SUBJECT: DEUNIS JAKES BANKS 

EM - AIM 


Re: BERlet 1/6/75. 


Enclosed are 


.copies of: 


(23 Letterhead Memorandum dated: 2/12/75 ] ) jtem dated: 

O Fingerprints CD Photograph 


Received by Legat, Bern, on 4/28/75 From: 



Other: 


Enclosure is classified _ 


Bureau is requested to check: 


£3 Ey .source Q See remarks 

#A cl ^ISI -#f 34 f' 


Pi Name(s) in Bufiles 


ja ^ O Name(s) and/or fingerprints in Identification Division 


9 FES 25 1975 


6 > 


02 Foregoing furnished for information. 

Remarks: iiui* 

Bureau (Enc-8) 

1 - Foreign Liaison (Enc-1) 

1 If. 1 _'_1* ^ 1 \ /T-.C 




I 




1 - Minneapolis (Enc-1)(Info) 
1 - New York (Enc-1)(Info) 

1 - WFO (Enc-1)(Info) 

3 - Bern (15j^27; 157-23) (157-29) 
HDG:IM 
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In Reply, Phase Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Washington, D. C. 


February 12, 1975 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


T-.l, a confidential source abroad, has informed as 
follows: 

DENNIS BANKS, born December 4, 1937 at Federal Dam, 
innesota. permanent address. Box 3677. St. Paul. Minnesota 



Classified by 4379 

Exempt from GD3, Category J_ 

Date of Declassification Indefinite 


- 1 * - 


1‘ T* ♦ f 7" 

/S7 - ^ 1 J ~ f 


# n * 
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UNITED STATES .GC^plNMENT 

WjC" Memoramum 


; 


ubject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-11156)(P) 


DENNIS JAMES cANKS . .. 
EM - AIM 

.00: Minneapolis __ 


date: 


3/28/75 


to the Bureau 


a\ 

Re Minneapolis letter 
. dated 12/W74. 


and letterhead memorandum 


Los Angeles has maintained contact with 
•sources familiar with the activities of subject with no 
information noted. 

LEAD ' 

* • 

LOS ANGELES 

AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA. Will maintain con¬ 
tact with sources familiar with activities of DENNIS BANKS 
and advise*office of origin when pertinent. ^ — 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. - 


REC 8 


7 APR 


"0 - Bureau (RM) 
2 - Minneapolis 


7 19 75 | 


2 - Minneapolis (157-846)(RM) 
2 - Los Angeles 

i 

E I 

MAG.mmw 

( 6 ) - - 




APR 11 Wfe 

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularljr.cn the Payroll Savings Plan 
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UNITED STATES GoWrNMEN* 

Memorandum 
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MENT 


^ T ° 

/( f 4 

h 

$ 41 V SUBJE' 


date: 4/21/75 


lDIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
Ell - AIM 


Re Minneapolis letter and LHM to the Bureau, 
dated Dccenber 16, 1974. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of 
an LHM, dated and captioned as above. Copies of a 
FD-376 are attached to two copies of the LHM for 
disscnination to the United States Secret Service, 
Washington, D.C. 

One copy of the LHM, along with one copy of a 
FD-376 is being disseninated to the United States 
Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


r 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source 


orcaer 


Location of Infornation 


o • « 

gisS5*k 

w!j « 

« ^ o 5 -O 

ft 



UP T-2 is 
MP T-3 is 


MP T-4 is 




157-846-730 


a.' 

£ ♦* I 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


/r 


ts MAY l 1975 


__ ENCLOSURE 

( 2 )- Bureau (Encs. 5) (RM) 

1 2 - Minneapolis 
EC:cac ' 

(4) j 






1975 . 




Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 









IFH-3G5 (Rev. 5*29-74) 

r ,« 




1. £X] Subject’s name is included in the .ADEX. 

2- K The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. i_j Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FJD-I22 submitted .to the Bureau. 

4. ffi A suitable photograph K~jis Qis not available. 

Date photograph was taken ■ T973 - 

5. Q Subject is employed in a key facility and .... -.1-.,.,,...... i .. is charged with. 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are - -- 

6. □ Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis. 

a. Details of Report: ...... ■ ■ ■ 

b. Cover Pages:-. - . - ■ ■ --- 


7. Q Subject previously interviewed (dates) - — -- .-. 

S3$ubject was not SI interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason) 
of his being under current indictment on F e der al ~ ch »rg®s 
atPriwin^r frow ..fbr» ffounded KnAf) CQMjteonta^-ioa-r ^'T'A-Tc 

d^K-C,es DAKd-r/). 


8. Q This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 

has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

9. S3 This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 

fall within the criteria because (state reason) 

< i 

i 

.BANKS is the National Executive Director of the American 
Indian Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a member of the 
AIM Central Committee, 


10. PH .Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

^~| Submitted - -May. _ 15, . 1973 Placed Yes \ i No 

(date) 

11. IS Subject designated and/or included in; 

H Key Activist Program £2 Extremist Photograph Album 

frl Key Extremist .Program Q Weatherman Photograph Album 

n Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 


2 * 




FD-376 (**v. 7-9-73) 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 157-846 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

April 21, 1975 
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Director 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D« C- 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

% O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. CD Attempts or threats to redress grievances.. 

5. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. Q Participation .in civil disturbances, aoti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. CD Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. ED Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 


Photograph £Sj has been furnished Q enclosed Q * s not available. 


Very truly yours. 



I - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure^)) (1) (RM) 

U, S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosureis) 
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In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 
File No. 


• § 

UNIT® STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU^CE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
April 21, ,1975 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


4 


On December 31, 1974, MP T-l advised that during 
the latter part of November, 1974, Banks flew to Vienna, 

Austria and attended a worldwide meeting .of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), whose main purpose was to 
discuss Colonialism in the United States as it affects 
American Indians and other minorities and what the WCC 
could <b to help alleviate this situation. 

SgMgggBfr of °titf r 

An organization of 224 Protestant and 
Orthodox churches in 93 countries — 
actively campaigns for social Justice 
and has granted financial support to 
several liberation movements. 

, —The Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, Tribune, 
a daily newspaper 
December 2, 1974 

I b7D 


Banks returned to the United States several days 
later with no money or commitments, but with many words 
of encouragement and promises to help. 

Sources whose Identities are 
.concealed herein have furnished 
reliable information in the past, 
except where otherwise noted. 


This document contains neither recommen¬ 
dations nor conclusions of the FBI. It 
is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency;,it and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside your agency 


H v 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


The source further advised that in the event 
that Banks is convicted by the State of South Dakota, 
on charges stemming from Banks' involvement in the 
AIM-led demonstrations in which the Custer County 
Court House and other buildings were burned. February 6, 
1973, 


On January 11, 1975, MP T-2 advised that 
Dennis Banks will be working with the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) (See Appendix) Speaker's Bureau in which 
Banks will be traveling around giving speeches at 
various colleges. 


In the February 28, 1975 issue of "The Massa¬ 
chusetts Daily .Collegian, 1 ' the official student newspaper 
of the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Massachu¬ 
setts, there appeared an article entitled, "Banks Warns of 
Indian Warfare." Banks spoke to approximately 600 in the 
celebration of the Second Anniversary of the Indian Take¬ 
over of Wounded Knee. Banks spoke at the Campus Center 
Auditorium, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massa¬ 
chusetts on February 27, 1975. 

MP T-3 on February 11, 1975, advised that Banks 
stayed at the Frontier Hotel on the evening of February 9, 
1975 in Las Yegas^ Nevada. Banks gave an address of 12900 
Mulholland Drive, Beverly Hills, California, which is 
believed to be the home of Marlon Brando. 


On February 20. 1974. MP T-4 advised that if 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


In an article appearing in the March '11, 1975 , 

final edition of the Rapid City Journal, a paper of 
general circulation in Rapid City, South Dakota area, 
entitled "Delay Granted in Banks Trial," the ’following 
Information was obtained: 

The South Dakota Supremo Court has granted 
delay in the trial of American Indian Movement Leader 
Dennis Banks, and has delayed the starting of Banks* 
trial until at least t June 16, 1975. Banks is on trJL.al . 
fof a charge resulting from a February 6, 1973 incident ’ 

In which AIM-led demonstrators clashed with law enforcement 
officials on the Custer, South Dakota Main Street. The 
County Court House and other local buildings were set 
on fire-. 


On March 4., 1975, MP T-l advised that Dennis 
Banks is currently the National Executive Director of 



_ __| of the St. Paul 

Chapter of the American Iridlan 
Movement (AIM). 


b6 
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Minneapolis Tribune 
February 3, 1975 


Banks left Lincoln, Nebraska on the evening 
of January 5, 1975 and became actively involved as a 
negotiator visiting the occupied Abbey almost daily. 


3 










DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Source advised that in /November, 1974, AIM’s 
Western National Office was established at 19 \ Avenue 
23, Venice, California by the direction of Dennis Banks, 
This office operates directly under -the direction of 
Banks and Is on the sane level of comnaid ad the National 
Office in St, Paul, Minnesota, 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


on Marcfr v, 197p« MP T-l advised that Banks 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 



The American Indian Move ment (AIM) was form ed in 
1968 at Minneapo lis. Minnesota* b y | 

Dennis Banks and I I Chippewa Indians, as a 

civil .rights organization. Its stated goals are to secure 
Indian self-determination and the right to be and think 
Indian; to eliminate the destructive tendencies of 
Christianity, white-oriented education and the Federal 
Government from Indian life, along with the yoke of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. 


b6 

b7C 


All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered to be violence-prone. Members of AIM, however, 
led by violence-prone leaders, participated in the takeover 
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Building, Washington, D. C., 
during November, 1972, and participated in confrontations 
with local authorities, resulting in violence at Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska, and the Rapid City-Custer area of South Dakota. 

From 2/27/73, through 5/8/73, these leaders with AIM 
members and supporters occupied Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
by force of arms. Since that time AIM leaders, members 
and supporters have been involved in numerous confrontations 
with local and Federal authorities, including the shooting 
and killing of a deputy sheriff in Arizona, and the severe 
beating of two police officers in South Dakota. A county 
court house, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, was extensively 
damaged during a disturbance .at the Wounded Knee nonleadership 
trials. 


From 1/1/75 through 2/3/75, a group of Indians led by, 
a Wisconsin AIM leader took over the Alexian Brothers Novitiate, 
Gresham, Wisconsin. Subsequent court appearances by those 
involved in the takeover have resulted in disturbances and 
violence with minor injuries to numerous individual.«? 
including police officers. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




t 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


date: 7/2/75 



SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 

®A. 


DENNIS JAMES T3ANKS 
EM - AIM 

Re Minneapolis letter and LHM to Bureau, both dated 

4/21/75. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies of LHM, 
dated and captioned as above. Also, two copies of FD-376 
are attached for dissemination of LHM to Secret Service at 
Washington, D.C. 


One copy LHM being disseminated to Secret Service, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


INFORMANTS 


Identity of Source 
MP T-l is[ 


Location of Information 


MP T-2 id 


157-846-775 


MP T-3 is a source whose identity appears on the non-symbol 
source page. 



ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


LEAD 




MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 

AT_ MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA 
Hill follow activities of BANKS. 

^ - -1 . i* ' 




(4) 



©- Bureau (Enc. (RM) 

j 2 - Minneapolis rr % , \ .. 

JDH;jmf 

UL181975 . _ 
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4414-114 


Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly { on thp Payroll Savings Plan 
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MP 157-846 

NON-SYMBOL SOURCE PAGE 

MP T-3 Is l I 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Minneapolis, Minnesota (by request). 










F©-3^5 Wev, 5-29-74) 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 


7. 


8 . 

9 . 


10 . 

11 . 



GQ Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

S3 The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

CD Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FD-122 submitted to the Bureau. 

GQ A suitable photograph pciis Clis not available. 

Date photograph was taken -—--1973 _ . . _ -- _ 

CD Subject is employed in a key facility and - ■ ■ .. . . ----- is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are ...... 


CD Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis, 
a. Details of Report: - - ■ —. - - . 


b. Cover Pages: 


CD Subject previously interviewed (dates) - . - - . —.- . - 

gDSubject was not S3 interviewed Q reinterviewed because (state reason) 

because he is under indictment. 


C3 This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

GO This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall within the criteria because (state reason) 

BANKS is the National Executive Director of the American 
Indian .Movement (AIM). BANKS is currently a member of the 
AIM Central Committee. 


IS Security Flash Notice (FD-165) to Identification Division: 

gp Submitted. .5/1 S/73 ■ , _ Placed iQVes CD No ' 

(date) 

G9 Subject designated and/or included in: 

CD Key Activist Program Q} Extremist Photograph Album 

CD Key Extremist Program CD Weatherman Photograph Album 

CD Arab Terrorist Photograph Album 

3 * - 





UiWED states department oiWjstice 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ' 20535 

July 2, 1975 

United States Secret Service 
Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C- 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Dear Sir: * 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. Q Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

• ^ 

2. CD Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. O Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. Q Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5- O Illegal bombing, bomb~raaking or other terrorist activity. 

6. CD Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S. 

Photograph (S3 has been furnished CD enclosed CD ‘ s not available. 


Very truly yours, 




In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 

FiuXo. 157-846 


Director 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1) (RM) 
U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosure(s) (1) (RM) 
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/« Reply, Please.Refer to 
Tile Wo. 


• t 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF .INVESTIGATION 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
July 2, 1975 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On April 27, 1975, an article entitled, "Banks 
Calls for New Agency to Take Over BIA," appeared in the 
Rapid City Journal , a daily newspaper of general circulation, 
published at Rapid City, South Dakota. In the article. Banks 
spoke at Chadron State College, Chadron, Nebraska, and called 
for the establishment of a cabinet level agency to replace 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the repeal or amending 
of the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act, and an attempt to 
remove "the stranglehold BIA has on every final decision 
that should be made by Indians." 

■ i i 

On April 30, 1975, Dennis Banks traveled to Buffalo, 

New York, to participate in a demonstration during the sentenc¬ 
ing of John Bill, an American Indian, found guilty of murder 
during the 1971 Attica, New York, prison riot; however, 
the sentencing was postponed. Banks is alleged to have 
stated that disorders will occur if the sentence is severe, 

MP T-l 

The April 30, 1975, St. Paul Dispatch, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, published at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, carried an article entitled, "AIM Leaders Meet Map 
Group's Future." (See Appendix). Banks claimed that the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) will focus on education, 

******* 

Sources whose identities are con¬ 
cealed herein have furnished reliable 
information in the past, except 
where otherwise noted. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the JBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


particularly the "survival" schools. 

Other topics discussed at the meeting attended by 
eighteen AIM leaders vrere: 

(1) Establishment of a permanent Legal Action 

Committee; 

(2) Plans to prevent further infiltration of AIM 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation informants; 

(3) Struggle for Treaty Rights; 

(4) Support of political struggle on Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation against Richard Wilson, Oglala Sioux Tribal 
Chairman; and 

(5) AIM sponsored ban on tourism in South Dakota. 

On May 21, 1975, Banks spoke at the ceremonies 
opening an AIM sponsored "Survival School" in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He stated he had a personal vendetta against South 
Dakota Attorney General William Janklow, who, Banks claimed 
once raped an Indian girl. He also stated that AIM was "Joining 
forces with third world groups located in Micronesia, South 
Africa, and South America." 


MP T-2 

On June 2, 1975, MP T-3 learned that an article 
appeared In the "U.S. Stars and Stripes," a dally newspaper 
published by the United States Army which reported that Banks 
had stated "there will he a revolution on a different Indian 
reservation each and every month this gammer," until the Indian 
question Is resolved. 

i 

On June 14, 1975, the Minneapolis Tribune , a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, published at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, reported that Circuit Judge Marshall Young, presiding 
Judge in Banks' trial stemming from disorders at Custer, 

South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, had dismissed charges of 
riot, injury to a public building, conspiracy to commit second 
degree arson and arson at the request of the state. . 
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4103 PM AUGUST 1, 19 75 
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M AUGUST 
DIfttCTOR 
RAPID CITY 


ftiim. mm tf wmnemi 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION j 

/^§MW 5 


ETYPE 

61 KME D I ATE 


<157-29309) 


FROM 4 MINNEAPOLIS <15 7-846) 


ATTENTION: 
DENNIS JASE5 1 


.INTO, GID . 
ks^BANKS , EM - AIM. 



Assoc; : ® ir - -TfT'H 
Dep.AW^—B 

: Asst Di* ■ H 

Comp. Sy*t —*■ 
Ext Affwrt —(1 
Files & Cto®* —II 
Gen- 1 

I Spoc- Iwr. —-1 

Twiairi ■ ' — - 

Cc«a--- 

f^pto* tea* — 


ON AUGUST 1, 1975, A SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFO ^ 

' ,. i- .. ** 

IN THE PAST , ADVISED THAT HE HAS LEAR NED FROM AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS ' 
CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH AMERICAN IK) UN MOVEMENT (AIM) t€tBERS AND 
SUPPORTERS ;IN SOUTH DAXOTA THAT THESE PEOJLE ARE DEPRESSED TO .A GREAT 
DEGREE ^'VtR THE PROSPECT THAT BANXS, AN AIM LEADER, WILL BE SENTENCED 
TO A PRISON TERM ON AUGUST 5, 1975, BY SOUTH DAKOTA CIRCUIT COURT 

F 

JUDGE MARSHALL YOUNG. ■ 

■ v THE AMERICAN IfDlAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN MINNESOTA IN' 

19 68, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. Al^ 
LED AID PARTICIPATED IK CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN 
SCOTT SBLUFF, t£8 * , AND THE RAPID CIIY-CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA. 




AIM LED THE TAKEOVER AID OCCUPATION OF WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAXOTA *7 

IN FEBRUARY - MAY , 1973. /6 =>? 

BANKS WAS FOU© GUILTY BY JURY AT CUST^^OjuTH DAKOTA ,*^jAUG 5 1975 ^ 

MM 

JULY 26, 1975, ON TWO OF THE FIVE COUNTS ON WHICH HE WAS GI VftS ITltf flitT. ~Y 


6 -^ 








w 
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PAGE TWO 




HE WAS FOU® GUILTY ON A CHARGE OF RIOT WHILE ARMED WITH CLUB AND 
ON ONE COUNT OF ASSAULT WITHOUT INTENT TO KILL♦ HE WAS ACQUITTED ON 
THE FOLLOW I NS CHARGE S: SECOND DEGREE ARSON A® TWO COUNTS OF BURGLARY * 


ABOVE #>URCE STATED THAT VARIOUS IKJIVIDUALS THROUGHOUT THE 
U.S. ARE BEING CONTACTED BY AIM MEMBERS A® SUPPORTERS REQUESTING 


THAT PROMINENT I©IVIDUALS THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY BE CONTACTED FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF ENCOURAGING THEM TO SE® TELEGRAMS TO JUDGE MARSHALL 
YOUNG REQUESTING THAT HE BE LENIENT IN CONNECTION WITH HIS SENTENCING 
OF BANKS. SOURCE STATED JUDGE YOU© MOST PROBABLY WILL BE "5 
INU®AT£D WITH TELEGRAMS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE* RAPID CITY AT RAPID CITY, SD , WILL FURNISH 
ABOVE INFO TO JUDGE YOU© AS HE MAY BE FOREWARNED OF A POSSIBLE 
DELUGE OF TELEGRAMS. SOURCE IS 


E© 


b7D 





cc-[ 


b6 

b7C 








y ^ f 

y {Rtv? 1*7*7 2>* 

' . V. r—r-y^ 
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*«po*Tins orncc 

MINNEAPOLIS 


TITLE OF CASE 


orncc ©poricin 

MINNEAPOLIS 


9/29/75 


ftCPOAT MADE *Y 


INVeSTlCAttVC PCMOO 

6/10 - 8/6/75 
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INFORMANTS 

Identity of Source Location 

MP T-l is I I 

HP T-.2 is 
HP T-3 is 

HP T-4 is | 

HP T-5 is 
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LEAD . 

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION 

AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA . 

Will continue to follow activities of DENNIS JAMES BANKS, 
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1. Subject’s name is included in the ADEX. 

2. £23 The data appearing on the ADEX Card are current. 

3. □ Changes on the ADEX Card are necessary and Form FP-122 submitted to the Bureau, 

4. CS A suitable photograph CDJj&JfOt available. 

Date photograph was taken - 2212. - - - 

5. O Subject is employed in a key facility and .. ..- is charged with 

security responsibility. Interested agencies are -.■ - .-- -■ 


6. Q Reason for classification where exemption category does not provide a self-evident basis, 
a. Details of Report:.—.-. ., -■ . 


b. Cover Pages: 


7. Q Subject previously interviewed _ ----.—.. 

^Subject was not 13 interviewed Q ^interviewed because (state reason) 

He was under indictment and subsequent prosecution. There¬ 
after, upon a guilty verdict by the jury, he fled the state 
of South Dakota and his current whereabouts are unknown. 


8. CD This case no longer meets the ADEX criteria and an FD-122 with succinct summary, 
has been directed to the Bureau recommending cancellation. 

3. 12 This case has been reevaluated in the light of the ADEX criteria and it continues to 
fall within the criteria because (state reason) 

BANKS is currently a member of the AIM Central Committee. 
He is also the National Executive Director of the AIM. 


10. 13 Security Flash Notice (FQ-165)^identification Division: 

pq Submitted_May lb, .1 y/ j Placed £59 Ves CD No 

(date> 

11. Subject designated and/or included in: 

CD Key Activist Program £Xj Extremist Photograph Album 

CD Key Extremist Program CD Weatherman Photograph Album 

_CD Arab Terrorist Photograph Album_ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 29 W 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

September 29, 1975 

United States Secret Service f»i« No, 157-846 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

f 

Dear Sir: 

p 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret’Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1- □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. O Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S, or foreign official. 

4- O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S.. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

'5. O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. O Defector from U- S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7, Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U- S. 



(Rev. 10-9-73) 
*Vrric* 4 or TB* dixectok 



Director 


Photograph gQ has been furnished Qendosed r~l is not available. 

1 

Very truly yours, 



Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (I) (RM) 
U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosute(s) (I) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copyro: 1 - U. S. Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Report of: I I 

Dotes September zy, 1975 

FUld Office File Ht 157”846 

Title: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


oiHc« : Minneapolis, 

Minnesota 
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Bureau File #: 157”29309 


Charocter: EXTREMIST MATTER - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 


Synopsis: DENNIS JAMES BANKS alleged that the BIA is attempting 

to end AIM. He calls for boycott of America’s Bi¬ 
centennial celebration. He claims AIM emphasis has 
shifted to education. He calls for neutral law enforce 
ment on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. BANKS found 
guilty on charges of Riot and Assault with Dangerous 
Weapon; he failed to appear for sentencing 8/5/75. 

- P - 

DETAILS: 


Sources whose identities are 
concealed herein have furnished 
reliable information in the 
past except where otherwise 
noted. 


I 


Tbi* document contains neither recocojtteodjitioai noc conclusion* <J 1 be FBI, It it the property of the FBt i® loaned to yooe Agency; it end iu contents 
*re Aot to he distributed outside you* agency. 
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A characterization of the American Indian 
Movement (AIM) can be found in the attached 
appendix page. 

On June 10, 1975, the "Rapid City Journal," a dally 
newspaper of general circulation published at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, printed an article attributed to the Associated Press 
entitled "BANKS Says AIM Meeting May Move to South Dakota." The 
article states that the AIM National Convention being held^at 
Farmington, New Mexico, may move to South Dakota where "our people 
are being killed." He alleged that the shooting of RUSSELL MEANS 
near Cannonball Bridge, North Dakota, is "a clear indication of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) goal to stop the American 
Indian Movement at all costs." He alleged that the shooting was 
an assassination attempt by the BIA. 

RUSSELL MEANS holds no national office; however, 
he is a member of the Central Committee of AIM, 
a decision-making body. 


MP T-l 

January 28, 1974 

BANKS continued by saying, "South Dakota is where our 
people are being killed and now it's spilling over into North 
Dakota. Officers of AIM are calling a national combat alert," 

On June 12, 1975, an article entitled "AIM Says Bi¬ 
centennial Time of Misery, Murder," appeared in the "Rapid City 
Journal," supra. The article states that DENNIS BANKS indicates 
that America's Bicentennial represents 200 years of nothing but 
misery and murder to the Indian community. BANKS further stated 
that (AIM) had called "for an International year of mourning. We 
will advocate to the tribes to seal off the reservations so that 
they will deny commerce to the reservations." 

On June 12, .1975, AIM made a press release which was 
captioned "AIM Forms Native American People's Bicentennial 
Commission." In part, the release by AIM National Executive 
Director DENNIS BANKS and AIM International Director VERNON 
BELLECOURT, announced "European support for an international 
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'boycott America's Bicentennial' which is being organized by 
AIM and other groups in Europe that support native American 
people's rights." 

The press release stated that BANKS and BELLECOURT 
had traveled recently to France and Germany to gain inter¬ 
national attention to halt the abuses and injustices against 
native Americans. 

In announcing this year of mourning, BANKS and 
BELLECOURT stated that "while white America celebrates and 
rejoices over her accomplishments and riches, native Americans 
still suffer from hunger, malnutrition, high suicide rates, 
alcoholism, highest infant mortality rates, slum conditions, 
inadequate health care, and corruption and murder on the reser¬ 
vation . 


While America celebrates her 200th year of indepen¬ 
dence, -Indian people suffer from colonialism. The 371 broken 
treaties mark our loss of sovereignty, land and freedom. 

What is most ironic about this Bicentennial Is that 
(President) FORD and (Vice President) ROCKEFELLER have teamed 
up to present to the world another gross fabrication of life in 
the United States" They call upon citizens to support the 
native American people's Bicentennial march to Mount Rushmore 
on July 4 by holding peaceful vigils or mass rallies at appro¬ 
priate Federal buildings. In Europe there will be vigils and 
rallies at U. S. Embassies. 

On June 13, 1975, an article entitled, "Confrontation 
is Possible, Says BANKS," appeared in the "Bismarck Tribune," 
a daily newspaper of general circulation published at Bismarck, 
North Dakota, which quotes DENNIS BANKS as saying, "I certainly 
don't look forward to a confrontation, but they are pushing us 
to a confrontation." This comment was made in reference to the 
presence of the San Juan County Sheriff's Posse members parading 
in Old West Calvalry uniforms at their annual parade in Farmington, 
New Mexico. "BANKS continued his comments regarding confrontations 
by saying, "We have never planned any demonstrations that we have 
been involved with. But we have always responded," 
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The June 13 , 1975, edition of the ’’Dickinson Press," 
a daily newspaper of general circulation published at Dickinson, 

Worth Dakota, ran an article entitled, "AIM Sees Conspiracy," 
wherein DENNIS BANKS was quoted as saying, "They should know 
that if we're there, something might happen. It is a direct 
affront to the American Indian Movement." BANKS was referring 
to the annual parade of the San Juan County Sheriff’s Posse 
members at Farmington, New Mexico. 

The June 13., 1975, edition of the "Rapid City Journal 
supra, ran an article entitled, "BANKS Says AIM Campaign May 
Intensify," In making reference to AIM efforts against the BIA, 

BANKS told a news conference during the AIM National Convention 
at Farmington, New Mexico, "It is going to be .a hot summer for 
them, probably their last. I*m not going to personally rest 
until the BIA is dead and buried. We cannot tolerate another 
day of BIA existence," In the article BANKS alleged his group 
has been infiltrated by at least 300 Indians working for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). 

During a meeting at the AIM National Convention in 
Farmington, .New Mexico, on June 12, 1975, DENNIS BANKS indicated 
to those present that a caravan would be established at Farmington 
to travel to Cedar JRapids, Iowa, passing through the Rosebud 
In dian Reservation. R osebud. South Dakota, to attend the trial 
of I I b6 

b7C 

HP T-2 

June 20, 1975 

Although 

AIM, he 

MP T-l 

January 28, 1974 

The July 5, 1975, edition of the "Minneapolis Star,", 
a daily newspaper of general circulation published at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, published a story entitled, "AIM Leader Says White 
Americans Are On Trial." On July 4, 1975, at Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial, outside of Rapid City, South Dakota, DENNIS 
BANKS is quoted as saying, "For 199 years we've been on trial, 
and for 199 years we've been found guilty. The next 200 years 
will not be like the last. > 
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All this year the United States of America will 
be on trial by Indian people. How white America handles the 
next year will determine its punishment.*' 

The June, 1975, edition of "‘'Crazy Horse News," a 
monthly publication of general circulation published at 
Manderson, South Dakota, published an article entitled, "AIM 
Leaders Plead Indian Cause." The article states that DENNIS 
BANKS and VERNON BELLECOURT, supra, traveled to Berlin, West 
Germany, and Paris , France, during a tour where they met with 
world-wide groups of sympathizers which involved traveles to 
the South Pacific as well as Europe. The purpose of the trip, 
according to BANKS, is "to Inform the general public of current 
events and keep them up to date on the plight of the native 
American." BANKS stated that an auction organized by professors 
at the University of Paris to raise funds for AIM netted $4,999.00, 
the largest amount they can bring into the United States “because 
of legal problems." BANKS alleged that there Is a great shift 
within Indian communities to reject the bureaucracy and demand 
control over themselves, AIM recently incorporated and Its top 
priority will be "to advance the well-being, self-determination 
and cultural preservation of the native peoples of the American 
continents;" this is according to their incorporation articles. 

BANKS stated that in April, AIM leaders met to weigh 
methods employed in the past and decided to put emphasis on 
education. When asked if AIM's militant stand was mellowing its 
ideology or actions, "BANKS responded by saying, "No, we're 
getting tougher. We've had time to look at our problems -in 
revolutionary methods and community living and many Indian 
communities have called a moratorium on the use of drugs and 
the high rate of alcoholism." He indicated that "survival 
schools" are starting up in parts of the U. S, 

On July 24, 1975, the "St. Paul Dispatch," a daily 
newspaper of general circulation published in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
published a story entitled, "BANKS Seeking Neutral Force at Pine 
Ridge." The article states that at a news conference in Custer, 
BANKS indicated that AIM would recognize and respect people 
assigned to carry out the responsibilities of law and order on 
the reservation. This force should be independent of AIM, the 
BIA and the philosophy of Oglala Sioux Chairman RICHARD WILSON. 
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The Sun Dance, a religious ceremony, which was held 
on the property of I L supra, on the/Rosebud 

Indian Reservation was attended by DENNIS BANKS and other ATM 
.leaders. 


MP T-3 

August 4, 1975 


On August 4, 1975, D ENNIS BANKS and othe r AIM leaders 
left the Sun Dance ceremony at I I on the Rosebud 

Indian Reservation and traveled to Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


MP T-5 

August 12, 1975 


Following the murders of two FBI Agents on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation on June 26, 1975, 
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MP T-4 

July 19, 1975 

On June 11, 1975, the ’’Rapid City Journal,” supra, 
published a story indicating that South Dakota authorities had 
submitted a motion to dismiss the following charges against 
DENNIS BANKS: 

<1) Riot 

(2) Injury to a Public Building 

(3) Conspiracy to Commit Second Degree Arson 

(4) Arson 

This motion was granted by Pennington County Circuit Judge MARSHALL 
YOUNG on June 10, 1975. 

The same newspaper on June 16, 1975, printed a story 
indicating that the jury selection for the trial of DENNIS BANKS 
had begun on June 9, 1975. 
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On .July .11, 1975, the ”St. Paul Pioneer Press,” a 
daily newspaper of general circulation published at St. Paul-, 
Minnesota, ran a story indicating that Judge YOUNG, presiding 
judge, -denied the defense motion to dismiss charges against 
BANKS. The trial began on July 11, 1975, 

The July 27, 1975, edition of the "St. Paul Pioneer 
Press,” supra, published a story entitled, "ATM Leader BANKS 
Found Guilty of Riot,” which story Indicated that BANKS was 
found guilty on counts of Riot While Armed with a Dangerous 
Weapon and Assault with a Dangerous Weapon without Intent to 
Kill on July 26, 1975. 


On August 5, 1975, WILLIAM JANKLOW, Attorney General, 
State :of South Dakota, advised that DENNIS BANKS was to appear 
at the Circuit Court, Custer, South Dakota, on this date for 
sentencing following his conviction of July 26, 1975. BANKS 
failed to appear and presiding Circuit Court Judge MARSHALL 
YOUNG revoked BANKS 1 bond and issued a bench warrant charging 
him with failure to appear* Coincidentally, JANKLOW also 
advised that he had been in contact with the Federal Court 
authorities at Cedar Rap ids, Iowa, that date and that 


_ ^ ^ _,had failed to appear for sentencing 

there, following their conviction for their participation in 
the Wounded Knee takeover. (See appendix). 


On August 6, 1975, VERNON BELLECOURT conducted a 
press conference at the Native American Center, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, which was attended by an Agent of the FBI, BELLECOURT 
advised that BANKS is a fugitive from Injustice and has gone into 
exile. He also stated that BANKS would continue as the National 
Director of AIM and he will oversee its operations no matter 
what country he is in. 
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AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT 








A source advised on May 22 t 1975, that 
the American Indian Movement (AIM) was formed in 1968 
at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as a civil rights organization 
with stated goals to secure Indian self-determination and 
to eliminate the destructive tendencies of Christianity, 
white oriented education and the federal government from 
Indian life, along with the yoke of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA)* 



All AIM chapters, leaders and members are 
not considered violent-prone ; however, AIM members led 
by various violent-prone leaders have participated in 
the takeover of the BIA Building, Washington, D.C., 
in November, 1972, and participated in confrontations 
with local authorities which resulted in violence at 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska; the Rapid City - Custer area of 
South Dakota; the Occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 
by force of arms from February 27, 1973, through May 8, 1973. 
Since that time AIM leaders, members and supporters have 
also been involved in numerous confrontations with, local 
and federal authorities, including the killing of a deputy 
sheriff in Arizona, the severe beating of two police 
officers in South Dakota, and extensively damaging a county 
courthouse at Sioux Falls, South Dakota* Other incidents 
which AIM has been a party to included the takeover of the 
Alexian Brothers Novitiate, Gresham, Wisconsin, the Fairchild 
Plant, Shiprock, New Mexico, and a Pork Plant in Wagner, 

South Dakota, all occurring in.early 1975* 
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TO 
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Memorandum 


• Director, FBI (157-29309) 

: jp^C ac » Mi 


date: 1/7 /76 


Minneapolis (157-846) (P) 

C> 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AIM 
00: MP 


ReMPrep of SA 


A 


Wated 9/29/75. 


Since the submission of the referenced report, 
the Minneapolis Division ,has been conducting extensive 
investigation to locate and apprehend captioned subject, 
a Federal fugitive. Furthermore., Minneapolis is not in 
receipt of any information concerning subject's extremist 
activities.. 

Minneapolis is fully aware of the. various sight¬ 
ings of. BANKS; however, since none of these have resulted 
in any positive reportable information, Minneapolis feels 
that it should not be. placed in an LHM. When, and as 
soon as, any information is received, it will be reported 
in a form suitable for dissemination. 
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'Buy US, Savings Bonds Regularly on the' Payroll Savings Plan. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 

FROM; SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAME^BANKS 
EM - AIM 

(00: MINNEAPOLIS) 


/V Re Minneapolis report of SA [ _ H faxed 

9/29/75 and Minneapolis letter to the Bureau dated 1/7/76. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four 
copies of an LHM dated and captioned as above. 

Enclosed for San Francisco and Portland are two 
copies of above LHM. 

Attached for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-376. / 

Minneapolis will disseminate a copy of LHM locally A 
to United States Secret Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota, via /\ 
FD-376. \ 

LEADS / 

SAN FRANCISCO 

AT SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 

Will follow^nd report extremist activities of 
DENNIS JAMES BANKS. f \ v. _ (Jf 

6)- Bureau (Hue. 0^ ^ 

2* - San Francisco (100-71996) (Enc. 2) (Hid) r*“ 

2 - Portland (Enc. 2) (RM) _ $ 

2 - Minneapolis fee-<*£<$*} - » 1C APR 5 | 

JDH:sks /cc-«s*s 

(s) ’••st-u 3 —******** 

tct-HoWiUt 


^7 APR 1.3 l9/tf eioi 


.M per. 














MP 157-846 

PORTLAND 

AT PORTLAND, and EUGENE. OREGON 

'/ill follow and. report extremist activities 'of 
DENNIS JAH3S BANKS. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON, D.C. 10SSS 

April 1, 1976 


Director In Repty, Plea** Refer t* 

United States Secret Service PH* No. 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20223 RE: DENNIS JAMES .BANKS 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1* O Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. □ Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. O Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. □ Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Q3 Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. $• 


Photograph Ixfl has been furnished £3 en d° s erl r**) is not available. 

Very truly yours, 

j§ J 



Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


7 


1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure!s)) (1) 

U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enelosure(s) (1) 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
March 3.1, 1976 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On January 25, 1976, -the St, Paul Pioneer Press, a 
newspaper of general circulation published daily at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, printed a story which indicates that Dennis James 
Banks, an American Indian Movement (AIM - See Appendix) leader, 
was arrested on January 24, 1976, by local police and agents 
of the FBI. Banks had fled the State of South Dakota in 
August, 1975, and had been wanted on a charge of Unlawful 
Flight to Avoid Confinement. Banks had heen "found guilty on 
July 26, 1975, of being armed during a riot and assault with 
a dangerous weapon without Intent to kill. 

The article .also stated that Banks was wanted in 
Portland, Oregon, where he was indicted on December 22, 1975, 
by a Federal Grand Jury on four counts of violation of the 
.National Firearms Act and one count of being a convicted felon 
in possession of a weapon. 

On January 26, 1976, the Minneapolis Tribune, a 
newspaper of general circulation published daily at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, ran a story which quotes Banks in a statement he 
issued from the El Cerrito, California, Jail, that his arrest 
is a "pattern that was established throughout the decades of 
Indian-white relations ... at a "time in which the United 
States is on the eve of its 200th anniversary - 200 years of 
arresting Indians who have cried out for justice and an end tp 
atrocities being committed on every reservation in this country". 

"If I should die in prison, white America should be 
ashamed of, at least, not moving "to correct (that policy)...." 


*** 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and Its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 



In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 

File No. 






'DENNIS JAMES B*KKS 


The Son Francisco Division advised on February .20, 
1976, t^at. Banks aopeared before United States Magistrate 
Richard S, floldsmith, San Francisco, California, on February 
‘20, 1976, for removal in connection with indictment ‘issued in 
December, 1976, by United States District Court, Portland-, 
'Oregon, Banks f attorney reauested the proceedings be continued 
until April 5, 1976, at which time he would waive removal to 
Portland, Oregon. 


On February ?£ f 1976, the Minnesota Daily, a publica¬ 
tion printed daily at the University of'Minnesota,'Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, ouoted Banks as saying he ‘sees "ATM organizers as 
^he key to redressing these wrongs and securing constitutional 
rights for Indians". 

He continued, "ATM today is eight years old, . , 
but it -is already a national and international movement, with 
locals on most reservations and representatives in 30 foreign 
countries," lie said AIM has recently made contacts with native 
Brazilians and after the current crisis, will call a "hemispheric 
council" to set down broader policies for all native-born 
peonies in North and South America, 









APPENDIX 

ill 

AMERICAN INDIAN MOVE' ‘’NT (AIM) 
CHARACTERIZATION OF EXTREMI ‘ ORGANIZATION 



A source advised on May 22, 1975, that the AIM 
was formed in 1968 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as a civil 
rights organization with stated goals to secure Indian 
self-determination and to eliminate the destructive 
tendencies of Christianity, white-oriented education 
and the Federal Government from Indian life, along with 

the yoke of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). 

/ 

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered violence-prone; however, AIM members led by 
various violence-prone leaders have participated in the 
takeover of the BIA Building, Washington, D. C. , in 
November, 1972, and participated in confrontations with 
local authorities which resulted in violence at Scottsbluff, 
Nebraska; the Rapid City - Custer area of South Dakota; 
the Occupation of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, by force of 
arms from February 27, 1973, through May 8, 1973. Since 
that time, AIM leaders, members and supporters have also 
been involved in numerous confrontations with local and 
Federal authorities, including the killing of a deputy 
sheriff in Arizona, the severe beating of two police 
officers in South Dakota, and extensively damaging a 
county courthouse at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Other 
incidents which AIM has been a party to included the take¬ 
over of the Alexian Brothers Novitiate ; Gresham, Wisconsin; 
the Fairchild Plant, Shiprock, New Mexico; and a Pork Plant 
in Wagner, South Dakota, all occurring in early 1975. 

Two FBI Agents were ambushed and slain by Indians 
on June 26, 1975, on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Indian 
Reservation. On November 25, 1975, four Indians were 
indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, in connection with the murder of the Agents. 

Sources advised on December 9, 1975, that all four in¬ 
dicted Indians are members of the AIM. 





0-73 10^-75) 


MESSAGE RELAY 


”j •< L (m 

1\ 


_ , CD PJeintexl 

Transmit 

Froa: Director, FBI 


To: SACs: 


m Igussediate Date, 

Via Teletype tbe Attached £3 Orgeat Message 

5?Nitel 


To: LegaU: 



AO A4m, 

0«f* AO »*v. 

A„». 0*., Cla 

A4m»*. . . , 

V>**>*M, 

C*l« AWslfi 
**U« |L 

0.*. Sub 

“::<crr den 

i ^u. ,_... 

\ _^ 4W . / 

\ Cw. ^ 

^ J*4, fey, r „. . X V y / 

asaat 'jrar& 


Top Secret 
C J Secret 

Classification: Q Confidential 
^^Unclassified 

Subject (Text begins MxX page); 

DENA/IS jrAHES BANKS. 
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IRCI SC dcSS-^l «r^3) 




;^®3943I> (P) 


/& 


-. j As,<Oc; 


Scrv, 

vJ^xe. Affair* _ 

I ^ ffal '^^vZIZ 
grfcgSftrt^r^pT* ~~ i 


ON MAY !0, 1976, ffM A SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFO 
IN PAST, ADVISED HE HAD LEARNED OF A RUMOR AMONG MEMBERS CF THE 
DENVER INDIAN COMMUNITY THAT A "CONTRACT" HAS BEEN DEVELOPED TO DISPOSE 
OF DENNIS BANKS BEFORE HE CAN GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING INFO TO THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT FOR A GRANT OF IMMUNITY- SOmcr AnuT<;rnl I 


AIM WAS FOUNDED IN MINNESOTA IN 1968, DEDICATED, Tfi .IMPROVING 
CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. AIM LED AND PARTICIPATED IN 





CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHOR IT IES IN SCOTTSELUFF, NEBRASKA, AND 
THE RAPID CITY-OUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LTD THE TAKEOVER 
AND XCUPATION OF VOU DEO XBE?, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, 1973. 


\ THIS CONFIRMS TELEPHONE CALL MAY 14, 1976, TO 

'1 ^ 

GENERAL CRIMES SECTION, WHEREIN IT WAS NOTED FBI IS SEPARATELY 
ADVISING DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EITHER DIRECTLY OR THROUGH HIS ATTORNEYS, 
OF THE RUMOR CONCERNING THE THREAT ON HIS LIFE. APPROPRIATE LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES AND U. S. ATTORNEY IN PORTLAND, OREGON, ALSO BEING 
ADVISED. 




7 Mfc/ PLAIN 

935PM j/lTEL MAY 20, 1976 AGL 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 157-29309 
BUTTE 
PORTLAND 

rapid city <info> 


FROM MINNJ^JLIS 157-846 (P) . 

dennis James banks; em - aim; oo: Minneapolis* ^ 

f 

ON MAY 20, 1976, MP T-l, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABROAD WHO HAS 
PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN PAST,-TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED DENNIS 

james banks, ar| 

CtfRENTLY STAYING AT THE MAC LEOD MOTEL, FORT MAC LEOD, ALBERTA, 


raovi BU8£ftU OF twvesi 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAY 9 0 1976 




P«p, A.iw 0 ;r~-j 

AsstDl w -j 

Add. £'*% j 

j 


X&to&ryjr^- 

]***> cw^.'zr 

3^* KraP~ 

SSfcr 


v qflNADA, WITH CANAgUN. 


(AIM) 





DRIVING A 1975 DODGE AUTO WITH I I PLATE 



SOURCE ADVISED 


0-73 S-0/-7C, . 

arsSy /?£#, &c s(oow\ 
/c- </oey 


57 JUN4 \ 




REQ 32 


usss - 

“ A i may 25 1976 


'l hlC 
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PAGE TWO MP 157-846 



A NATIONAL PRESS RELEASE MADE BY THE AIM AT FARMINGTON, NEy 
MEXICO, ON JUNE 12, 1975, IN CONNECTION WITH THE NATIONAL AIM COVEN - 
TION BEING HELD THERE, LISTED DENNIS BANKS AS THE CURRENT NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THIS ORGANIZATION. 

THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED 
IN MINNESOTA IN 1968, DEDICATED TO IMPROVING 
CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. AIM LED 

and participated in confrontations with local 

.AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND THE 
RAPID CITY - CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. 

aim led the takeover and occupation of wounded 
knee, south Dakota, in February - may, 1973 . 

' ' »i : 

ADMINISTRATIVE : 









PAGE THREE MP 157-846 

i 

MP T- ! IS I 


(PER REQUEST ) * 


BUTTE DETERMINE IDENTITY OF PERSON ASSI6NED| 

Iand advise. 


REGISTRATION 


PORTLAND DETERMINE IF BANKS IN VIOLATION OF ANY FEDERAL OR STATE 
COURT RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED IN OREGON BY TRAVEL TO CANADA. 

END. 

SDS A CK FOR 007 FBIHQ 









0-73 (Rev. XO-O-75) 




«• H 

MESSAGE RELAY 


w. . Qlmmediate 

Transmit T ** Vi4 Tfcletyp* the Attached tgftfrgw t Message 

iVj^ote q Nitel 

From: Director. FBI 


f-zi-lL 


To: SAC?: 


0>r. ■-- - 
0«#> AO kim. 

AO h»», 

At ■♦„ Ohm 
A^fnfw, • n _•_ 
C+mf, 

C#tl* Atf*1rm 
f »U* 4 C^m„ ^ 
C«d, Uv. - ., 
Mrt — m - 

.- r . m 

to« 1 l* r f ^ -, 
L*W<t+ry , TV _ 
Uj*l C«va» j, [J t 

*»•«. h>, ___ 
Tr«Ul<^ 

Jt 

) **<*<xW*ty n , 
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C3 Top Secret 
f3 Secret 

Classification: Q Confidential 
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„ i 

Subject (Text begins next page): 


f£Dtm Of »jV)£STiC«UlC^ 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAY 25 1976 


MAY 21 

m 


Foreign Liaison Unit 
CD through for review 
{ 3 Cleared telephonicaily 
with ■ ' Tl fr ^ ^ v . < ,__ ... 




TELETYPE UNIT 



V' 










fCOERML 6U*C«l Of UWtSTKATlOH 

COMMUHICATIONS SECTION 



01 rffl CODE 


155PM URGENT MAY 15,1976 MAV 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29^59) 
PORTLAND (89-94) 

SAN FRANCISCO (88-10*) 
MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) 
(88-6431) 

ASAC, RAPID CITY 
FROM DENVER £88-10219) 

DENNIS JAMEbB 
DENNIS JAMES B 
00: MP. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED v 

5^» IW - ^ 



EM - AIM. 

, AKA; MARLON 



ON MAY 14, 1976, A SOURCE WHO HAVE PROVIDED RELIABLE 
INFORMATION IN THE PAST, WAS RECONTACTED AND HE ADVISED 
TP4RUMOR REGARDING AN ALLEGED CONTRACT TO DISPOSE OF 
DENNIS .BANKS BEFORE HE COULD GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING 
INFORMATION TO THE U. S. GOVERNMENT FOR A GRANT OF IMMUNITY, 
ALLEGEDLY ORIGINATED ON THE PINE RIDGE INDIAN RESERVATION, 


AND ALLEGEDLY CAME FROM RUSSELL M 



PRIOR TO HIS BEING SHOT IN SOUTH DAKOTA. SOURCE ADVISED 

, . - ' , ■ HEC ,l 1 fit 

3 MAY ZlffiS 









UFA; UFAP - UFAC 


r QUR DAYS 







DN 88-10219 
* ** 

pag'e two 

THIS HUMOR IS BEING SPEAD THROUGH NUMEROUS INDIAN BARS IN 
THE DENVER AREA AND WAS ALSO HEARD BY SOURCE FROM UNIDENTIFIED 
INDIANS FROM SOUTH DAKOTA APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK AGO AT AN 
"ALL INDIAN BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT" HELD AT THE DENVER INDIAN 
CENTER, DENVER, COLORADO. 

SOURCE HAS BEEN UNABLE TO DETERMINE ANY EXACT INFORMATION 
REGARDING THIS ALLEGED THREAT TO BANKS. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE DENVER AIRTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS, DATED MAY 11,1976; 
MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, DATED MAY 14,1976; BUREAU 
TELEPHONE CALLS TO DENVER ON MAY I4,1S>76; AND DENVER TELETYPE 
TO THE BUREAU,- DATED MAY 14,1976. 

SOURCE IS IDENTIFIED AS I , 


RAPID CITY WILL CONTACT SOURCES FAMILIAR WITH AMERICAN 
INDIAN MOVEMENT, RUSSELL MEANS, AND DENNIS BANKS, IN AN EFFORT 
TO DETERMINE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THE ALLEGED 






r 


* 


** 


DN' 88* 10219 

page three 

THREAT that a CO^TRACyis OUT TO DISPOSE OF DENNIS BANKS. 

DENVER WILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SOURCE IN EFFORT 
TO DETERMINE ANY FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THIS ALLEGED 
THREAT TO fc KK Sr* 


ND 

AJil TDIilQ OLR TIT 
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Classification: 


p^lToo Secret Of ttYEST&Al &1 
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(EJlJncUss ified 


Subject (Text begins Y>ext page): 



Foreign Liaison Unit 
Cl Route through for .review 
CJ Cleared telephonic ally 
with, ,., ._ 




M C3 teletype unit 





•■•y* 


•p ! 








* ' 9' , 

. OH F*Y 10, \* 7 €; A CO RFID EFT I A.L SOURCE, ’-’HO HAS FUPTTSHFD 

RELIEF I"FOR*AT IOH I* THE PAST, ADVISER THAT HP HAD PE CEJA'CD 
If) FOP HAT I OK FP'QH AH I DDI A ’’ , HAHE POT E f ’OV’%. :,, HO IS FPO v : TH r 
POSEg'J? RE c ERVA: 7IOK IP SOUTH 0 A KOTA, THAT ft?-' r PICAH IFDIAH 
SBUBOTI UI V 5 FGLLOVEPS FRCH POTH POSERTH A M 2- FI KFFIDPF . 
HFSERVATiOUS FFFL DEN UTS SAHKS IS TRAITOR TO THE IS C-ftHSF. - 
w ALL" FEEL HE HAS SOLD OUT TO THE ^P'^R'^E'T AP’D XUST-EE 


EL-SHI ” ATED , THE R-SIS FOP ATK*S FEEL T '' : ' r ‘S n I HS - .**' >/a 

ST’EHS FT OH THE ACTIONS T*KFV TV THE O'0V’ r ”?- ;> 'F'' ! T 0 c F.(T'TO PS 

?VO, THE . CC VET AT HIS pE0T’’T TRIAL I m ?opTL ,; "0 . 1- 














After coordination or this matter bee 
General Investigative Division and Ixitelli 
gence Division, this in formation was t ele- 
phonlcaily furnished to| Gen 

Crimes Section of the Criminal Division of 
Department. Subsequently furnished by tel 
type to the Deputy Attorney General, Attn: 
Analysis and Evaluation Unit; and, Assista 
Attorney General, Criminal Di vision. A ttn: 
General Crimes Section (Attn: | 

On5/14/76 in the absenc e of Attorney 

I was telephoni 

advised that FBI, Portland, will notify Ba 
either directly or through his attorneys, 
of the rumor pertaining to the threat on h 
life. Appropriate local authorities and U 
Attorney in Portland would also be notifie 


FAT:dsh 


CONTINUED - OVER 























On 5/14/76 Supervisor! _ b6 

Portland Office, was telepnonically In- b7c 

structed b y Intelligence Divi sion Night 
Supervisor ! I to handle 

notification in accordance with the above. 

Denver is continuing to foll ow this 
matter through the source, who is! I b s 

_b7C 

1 I who learned this b7D 

information through "bar talk" and rumor 
in the Denver Indian community. 


APPROVED: 
Assoc. DEr_ 
Dip* AD.A< 
Dcp. AO \n 
Asst. D;f.; 
Mm- Scrv. 


x. 


lit Affefrg_ _ 

Ftn. & Pers.^™, 
Gen. Inv... 

IJent., - 

Insp gctiqa ^— 

W effidiLS: 


Laboratory 
Legal Coun.„ 
Ptan. & Eval,. 
Htc. 

Spec. Inv,„^ 


2 






f£DS5H. OF IHESUBN W 


! Ass»?. Dir.' - < Z ffl 
Pep-A.am y j f I 

Asst Dj/.lf 

Adm. svhr._ 

A»airi . 
Fin.Jipt T . Ytf \ 
Gen, Inv. ^7 y1 
Went - KT-j 
fraction ^ 
tatelL J SlZZ?Ti 
laboratory ___ 

*?ai Coon. : 

‘Jan. * Ev*L __ 

W, ilgmt 

P*«. Inr. __ 

raining . _ 

*Phon« Rbl 
rDi>^tor Sec’v __ 


MAY 14197 G 


IR005 MP CODE 




1:30 PM 


5GENT MAY 14, 1976 DSC 


DIRECTOR <15 7-< 


DENVER (88-10219) 
PORTLAND (89-94) 

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843) 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


FROM MINNEABCL IS (157-846) (88-6431) <P) 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM. 


V' 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS, AKA; MARLON BRANDO; NFA; UFAP - UFAC; 0): MP 
ON MAY 10, 1976, MP T-l, A SOURCE WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE 
IN PAST, ADVISED HE HAD LEARNED OF A RUMOR AMONG MEMBERS CF THE 


3 

): MP. ^ 

able ine^ 

THE \y M* 


DENVER INDIAN COMMUNITY THAT A ”CONTRACT** HAS BEEN DEVaOPED TO DISPOSE 
OF DENNIS BANKS BEFORE HE CAN GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING INFO TO THE 


U4 

LI 

W b7C 

Q 

« b7D 

a i 


f7 


V220c>7i'; )m:ciou 


Et HAY 20,1976 


AIM WAS FOUNDED IN MINN^loA ill Vs&sj DI CATEO, TjO }lM^Vr^CT" 

^ y5gfii,rfj upr*' * 

CONDITIONS FOR THE AMERICAN INDIAN. 'AIM LED AND PART I'ClpATEp IN /i 

• 9 w*»***-'' M uvJ m 


56 ji# 


yu i rri_ 


few 








PAGE TWO 

CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSELUFF, NEBRASKA, AND 
THE RAPID CITY-CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOT A. A IM LED THE TAKEOVER 
AND OCCUPATION OF WOU DED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY-MAY, *973. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 

RE DENVER AlRTEL TO MINNEAPOLIS DATED MAY U, !97G. 

SOURCE IS UNIDENTIFIED DENVER SOURCE* 

DENVER PROVIDE BUREAU WITH IDENTITY OF SOURCE. IECONTACT SOURCE 
AND HAVE SOURCE ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE ORIGIN OF RUMOR AND DEVELOP 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON THREAT. IF VERIFIED ADVISE PORTLAND TO CONTACT 
SUBJECTS* ATTORNEYS AND ADVISE THEM CF POSSIELE THREAT TO BANKS* LIFE. 
DO NOT DISCLOSE INFORMATION REGARDING | 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED | | SUB JECT OF | 

CURRENTLY INCARCERATED FEDERAL PRISON SYSTEM. 

END 
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(toa/iiswe 

cm'UHICSnOHS section 

MAY ? i 1976 


,NR 008 PD COD 


:33PM NITEl/MAY 21, 1976 GMk 
) 5 DIRECTOR 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) 

Rapid city <info> 


BUTTE 


I Assoc. Dir. 

Dep.-A.D^Adfij_ 

Dcp^A.D..T» 7 . 

Asst Dir.: 

Add. Scrr. 1 ^ 
Ext A//aii» _ 

Fin. & Per. n 
Gen. Inv. 

Idcnt - 

Inspection _/_ 

Intel!. fC] 

L&bor*tOry_IZ 

Conn._ 

t Plan. Si EysL _. 

Rec. Mgmt* - _ 

! Sptc. lav. 

Training _ 

Telephone Kra. 
Director Sec’y - f 


SEATTLE (INFO) 
PORTLAND (88-7637)(P) 


F7?0M 


DENNIS JaWES^BaNkSj EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

^E MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU AND OTHER OFFICES, 
MAV 20, 1976. 

FOR INFORMATION OF SEATTLE, ON MAY 20, 1977, MP T-i, A 
CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABROAD, WHO HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMA¬ 
TION IN THE PAST, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED MINNEAPOLIS THAT * 









. PAGE TWO, PD 88-7637 



SUBJECT KNOWN TO BE UTILIZING 1975 DODGE AUTOMOBILE 

with| ~|plate| |while in Canada. 


AS FEDERAL INDICTMENT AGAINST BANKS IN DISTRICT OF 
OREGON DISMISSED, NO TRAVEL CONDITIONS EXIST FOR SUBJECT 
FEDERALLY; ALSO, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY |~ 

MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON, ADVISED THAT NO STATE 
COURT RESTRICTIONS IN EXISTENCE REGARDING BANKS* RELEASE 
PENDING GOVERNOR’S DECISION REGARDING EXTRADITION TO SOUTH 

Dakota. 

above INFORMATION BEING PROVIDED SEATTLE DIVISION 
FOR INFORMATION IN CASE SUBJECT SHOULD RE-ENTER UNITED 
STATES THROUGH WASHINGTON. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 



REQUEST) . 








• # • 

Page THREE, PD 88-7637 

SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION WITH ASSISTANT DISTRICT 

_ it 

ATTORNEY (aPA> | I may 21, 1976, REVEALED CONDITIONS 

ON S(j8jECT*S RELEASE INCLUDED CONDITION THAT HE COULD ONLY 
LEAVE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF HANDLING HIS VARIOUS LEGAL 

matters. 

ADA DESIRES TO ORDER HEARING ON EITHER 

MAY 24, |976 OR MAY 25, 1976, TO DETERMINE IF SUBJECT 
IN VIOLATION OF RELEASE. APA | ""[ REQUIRES PUBLIC 

* i * 

INFORMaT ION .'.INDICATING THAT SUBJECT PRESENTLY IN CANADA. 

i . 

IT IS REQUESTED THAT SEATTLE AND BUTTE DIVISIONS 

' % ,'.i I-1 

CONTACT APPROPRIATE SOURCES, 

* , ^ _ 

|TO DETERMINE IF NEWS ARTICLES APPEAR IN CANADIAN 
NEWSPAPERS STATING that banks was IN CANADA To | 

BUTTE AT BUTTE, MONTANA. CONTACT APPROPRIATE OFFICIAL, 
I I TO DETERMINE IF BANKS REGISTERED MAC LEOD HOTEL, 

FORT MaC LEOD, ALBERTA, AND REQUEST | | TO PROVIDE 
PORTLAND WITH COPY OF SUBJECT’S HOTEL REGISTRATION. 

ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

END 


b6 

b7C 


hS 
hi C 


b7D 


b7D 


TMft aCK for five fbihq clr 









)3 Sc Ce&C 


W55 PM NITEL MAY 25, 1976 SPR 
TO DIRECTOR 

MINNEAPOLIS 057-846) ** 

Portland < 88 - 7537 ) • 


fE&Etyt 


"•“©Sas 

m 2 6 1976 

TtUjrr Zhf 


FROM 


rapid city < 70 - 10239 ) 

SEATTLE <88-906 6> 


( Assoc. 

A.D.. Ad an. 

^ep.-A.D.-Iav._ 

Asst, Dir,; 

Ados, Scrv. _ 

A^ ir r~: 

Fin. §s$ Ts j\ 

£@pi 

JSS^g! 

^*8*1 Conn b 

Plan. & Eval, __ • 
««. Mgrot * J 

5po«. Inv. I 
| Training I 

Telcph.ijte “I 
-Pi* •* * Sec* - I 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM; 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 

/<A> 

* RE PORTLAND TELETYPE TO SEATTLE MAY 2l, 1976. 

ON MaY 25, 1976, SE T-l, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABOARD, WHO 
HAS PROVIDED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, FURNISHED THE 
FGLLOtj ING INFORMATION: 













# • 

page three se bs-90$6 

MINISTER’S PERMIT FOR TRAVEL OF BANKS IN CANADA ISSUED 

■ 

May 22, 1976, AND EXPIRED May 25, 1976. NO POSITIVE INFORMATION 
OTHER THAN INFORMATION FROM FORT MAC LEOD PLACES BANKS IN CANADA. 

ADMINISTR ATIVE: _ 

SE T-l IS | 

I WHOSE INFORMATION IS OBTAINED FROM EXTREMELY 
SENSITIVE SOURCE AND ITS CONTENTS SHOULD NOT BE DIVULGED OUTSIDE 
OF BUREAU. 

1 1 

ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

END 




hS 

b7C 

b7D 


Mjw ACK for three tels 
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3:35 P ri Mim MAY 19, 1976 LJP 
TO; D IRECTOR (157 -S3 C39T ~ 
DENVER <88-1152 19) 

0 

MINNEAPOLIS C157-846) 

RAPID CITY 05 7-846) 


FECWJL gU^ACl OF mVFSTtOAftON 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAY 1 S |y /6 

THBfYfS^ 


0 


At**. l>ir._ 

Dtp.* AD .T| 

DepM.94l*_ 

Asst Dir*: 

A Jin. Set£- 
Ext Aff u^ 

Fin. & Per 
Gen, fnv. 

Went 
Inspection 
InteiL jij&fvQ J 

Lahoiator/.,- 

Legal Ctur 
Plan. & fVaL _. 

Rec H it.„_^ 

Spec. Inv. ^ „„.... 

Trair ? „- 

Telen 1 Rdl _I 

Dir , Vy 



FROM: 

;v 


AJJINFORMATION CONTAINED 
PORTLAND <88-7637) (P) HEREIN ?S UNCLASSIFIED 

date 3J/a\M£__ BYij^ 

1 > AIM . (1JKHJO 


DENNIS JAMES^AM<$ 


DE M NIS JAMES 3,JNis 
CO: MINNEAPOLIS. 



AA; MARLON BRANDO; NFA } UFAP - UEAC; 


X\\ 


RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE tC FBIHO, MAY 14, 1976. 

I 

ON MAY 19, 1976, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS FURNISHED 
RELIABLE INFORMATION IM THE PAST, ADVISED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
^ INFORMATION FROM AN INDIAN, NAME NOT KNOWN, WHO IS FROM THE 
ROSEBUD RESERVATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA, THAT AMERICAN INDIAN 


MOVEMENT (AIM) FOLLOWERS FROM BOTH .R0SE3UD AND PISERID6E 
I RESERVATIONS FEEL DENNIS BANKS IS TRAITOR TO THEIR CAU££^ 

’’ALL" FEEL HE HAS SOLD OUT TO THE 0 OVERRENT R fft§P MUST Be 
^ ELIMINATED ♦ THE BASIS FOR AIM’S FEEl^CS "RECAROING BANKS 23 MAY 25/197S 
S STEMS FROM THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY TH HOOVER KM FMT PROSECTORS 


0) 

% 




AND THE COURT AT HIS RECENT TRIAL IN PORTLAND. 


ADMINISTRAT WE: 

CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE IS 


PP t?, r J 


,u 


f l i - 


G-~)3 0A& ~MGU' , j2~&) I 

/An6-,cn-QC ^ ^ T ,_L 

0 —73 am^T o^„ 

usrs,u,s<$ y^r m T1 


r/r v .<<1 

m 


h 5 

jur-^ 


XRRO* 

2 ure 







PAGE TWO, PD 88-7S37 


IT SHOULD BE MOT ED BY RECIPIENT OFFICES THAT ABOVE 
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY 


WAS FURBISHED WITHOUT 


SOURCE BEING AWARE OF PREVIOUS THREATS AGAINST BANKS. 

SINCE' ABOVE INFORMATION APPEARS TO BE OF SAME SUP STANCE 
AS THAT PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED 3Y DENVER AND MINNEAPOLIS, AND 
BANKS HAVING PREVIOUSLY BEEN ADVISED, PORTLAND NOT ATTEMPTING 
TO RECONTACT BANKS, UAC3. 

END ... 

HOLD 
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TO: 


DOCTOR 


(88-62638) 


fi 


lCTOR ( !57-? 

DENVER CSS-10129) 

MINNEAPOLIS (157-846)(88-643L) 
RAPID CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843) 


G> 


A&oc, Dir, 

Pc^a!d^bv - 

Awt Dir.: 

A 4 nu £&rv* 

Ext Affair, 

Fin. & Pe: 

Gen, Inv. vJ 
I<fcnt ** 



Inspection . -- r , 

laWL 

Laboratory ; 
Legal Own* 

Plan, A E 
Rec, Mgtrf 
Spec; Inv. 

Training iv — 

Telephon^jBrcL ^ 
Director Sec’y_ 


A 


FROM: 

DENNIS JAMES' 
COO: MINNEA 
DENNIS JAMES 


PORTLAND (88-7637) 

L 



r^CA; MARLON BRANDO ; NFA; UFAC, 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED'? 
HEREljLtS mclassifie^^ 
DA T2 W£/ j$L — BX 'jF'fs 


ANKS; EM - AIM 


RE MINNEAPOLIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU CAPTIONED AS 
4^ 1976. 



ABOVE, MAY 14,' 1976. 
ON MAY 14, 1976, 


L< 7 - 


b6 

b7C 


PORTLAND POLICE BUREAU, VAS ADVISED OF d MAY 19 1976 


INFORMATION CONCERNING THREAT TO LIFE OF DENNIS BANKS 

ADVISED THAT HE WOULD SEE BANKS 


DURING THE EVENING AND SPECIFICALLY ADVISE HIM OF THE 

ATTORNEY 


THREAT. ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT 


FOR DENNIS BANKS, WERE NEGATIVE ON MAY 14, 1976, AND 
MAY 15, 1976. 

ON MAY 15, 1976, F'lRST ASSISTANT U. S. ATTORNEY 
USA’S OFFICE, PORTLAND, OREGON, WAS 


Poju 


m 

N o 


1Q7k 


jlBBox 
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ADVISED OF THREAT AGAINST LIFE OF DENNIS BANKS. 


ON MAY 15, 1975, USM 


usrrs service. 


PORTLAND, OREGON, WAS ADVISED CONCERNING THREAT AGAINST 
LIFE OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS. 

ON MAY 15, 1975. 1 

PORTLAND POLICE BUREAU, ADVISED THAT HE WAS UNABLE TO 
CONTACT BANKS PERSONALLY, BUT HAD PROVIDED THE INFORMATION 
CONCERNING THREAT TO BANKS' ATTORNEY! | 


AND TO CO-DEFENDANTS, 


ARE CO-DEFENDANTS 


WITH BANKS IN A CASE INVOLVING FEDERAL FIREARMS AND 
EXPLOSIVES CHARGES IN PORTLAND, OREGON. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

FOR INFORMATION OF RAPID CITY, REFERENCED MINNEAPOLIS 
TELETYPE SET FORTH INFORMATION THAT | 

RECEIVED INFORMATION THAT A "CONTRACT" HAD BEEN 
DEVELOPED TO DISPOSE OF DENNIS BANKS BEFORE BANKS 


COULD GIVE AWAY ANY BARGAINING INFORMATION TO THE 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT FOR A GRANT OF IMMUNITY. THIS 
INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED'FROM THE DENVER INDIAN COMMUNITY. 

FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU AND RECIPIENTS, WHEN 
INITIALLY CONTACTED CONCERNING THREAT ON EVENING OF 
MAY 14, 197.6, | I aDVISED THAT HE HAD 

MADE A DEAL WITH BANKS WHEREBY THE PORTLAND POLICE 
WOULD NOT DISRUPT ANY DEMONSTRATIONS WITH WHICH BANKS 
WAS AFFILIATED IF BANKS IN TURN WOULD "SERVE WARRANTS" 

ON INDIAN SUBJECTS IN THE PORTLAND AREA. I 

STATED THAT BANKS ON THE EVENING OF MAY 14, 1976, WAS 

ATTEMPTING TO SERVE FOUR WARRANTS AND THAT I 

WHO HAD JUST SPOKEN WITH | } WHO ALLEGEDLY 

HAD ONE SUBJECT OF A WARRANT LOCATED. | 

ALSO ADVISED THAT HE WAS ACCOMPANIED ON THE EVENING OF 
MAY 14, 1976, BY | 

ON MAY 15, 1976, | | ADVISED THAT HE WAS 

UNABLE TO CONTACT BANKS PERSONALLY AND BELIEVES THAT 
BANKS IS PRESENTLY OUT OF TOWN. HE STATED THAT HIS 
’DEAL" WITH BANKS, ET AL, HAS NOT BEEN VERY PRODUCTIVE 
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AS THEY HAVE NOT PRODUCED MANY SUBJECTS OF OUTSTANDING 
WARRANTS. 

THE ABOVE IS FURNISHED FOR THE INFORMATION OF 
FBIHQ AND RECIPIENTS AS INDICATIVE OF THE INDIAN SITUATION 
IN THE CITY OF PORTLAND. ANY DISCUSSION CONCERNING THIS 
MATTER SHOULD BE MOST DISCREET. 

END 
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DIRECTOR 
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MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) 
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Assoc. Dir. 
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Asst Dir.: V 
A<lr? A 

Affair* _ _ 

Fin. & J?crs " 

Cen. inv. 

West _ 


bS 

blC 


XSSor* trtry ^ 

C vn. _ 

Flan, & 

Fee, . 

Spec. hv. .. 
Training 
Telephone £^j3l 


DENNIS JAME^SaNKS, EM -AIM: 00: MINNEAPOLIS, 



RE SEATTLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND ABOVE OFFICES, CAPTIONED AS, 

-Mi 


ABOVE, DATED MAY 25, 1976'. 

ON MAY 26, 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY <ADA) 


MULTNOMAH COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE <MCDA>, PORTLAND, 


OREGON, ADVISED THAT BANKS HAD PROBABLY NOT DEPARTED OREGON AS PRE- I A 

/S'?'043^4^ 


VIOUaY THOUGHT, 


FOR INFORMATION, ADA 


£X415. 


ADVISED OFFICIAL REQUEST %RWN 2 197$ 



EXTRADITION OF SUBJECT TO SOUTH DAXOTA RECEIVED BY G OVER NOR v S-TrFF*GS,- 
SALEM, OREGON, MAY 5, 1976. ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR BANKS* DEFENSE 
TO FILE BRIEF IN EXTRADITION MATTER BY MAY 21, 1976. SOUTH DAKOTA 
AUTHORITIES GIVEN UNTIL MAY 28, 1976, TO„ FILE BRIEF. IN LETTER TO 

1 i 1 < 

ALL PARTIES,, GOVERNOR J 0F OREGON ADVISED DECISION FORTHCOMING ON OR 

w , • 

BEFORE JUNE, 7, 1976, UNLESS ANY PARTY REQUESTS ADDITIONAL TIME, 


b7C 






b6 

b7C 
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INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PORTLAND* 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS* 


END 








0-73-<Ee<*l0-M5i 


MESSAGE RELAY 


*—. p .. Q Immediate Date , 

Transmit mr-5i^ * ViaTelctype the Attached Q Urgent Message 

7 s ^ &Nitel 


5/19/76 


From: Director. FBI 
*>: SACs: 


To: Legats: 


r 


A»»k. 0 *. 

D«#. AO A4m. *, 
©♦R» AO t**, >_*. 
As»t* Pb ( , 

Afal*, -_. _._ L 

$jr ■», ^ 

Cat. AW« Ut lm „ 
flU. U«m. ^ 
C#», Iav, p lx t . m . j 
n l ., 

il**p*Olorf t , r , 

- - . J 

U^ffHo 1 - ■ , 
t*9#f C«v^. . v - t 
fr]q»>& f »aL 


Q Top Secret MAY 1 9 1976 

C 3 Secret tl'flO i 

lassification. q Confidential TELETYPE 

l Unclassified 

Sutject <Text begins rf^^age): 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS* 


Rm 

*««'y 




— MAIL ROOM /- r - j TELETYPE UNIT 


c/ f 




'_./$3 


Foreign Liaison Unit 
O Route through for review 
Q Cleared telephonic ally 
with- r . 











DECLASSIsICATIOH AUTHORITY DERIVED ?m: 
EBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS SI El CATION GUIDE 
PATE 01-30-2020 BY: I I 



I 


tttMN. of wtontw ion 

COMOTWOHS SECTOR 


MAY 2 * 1976 



3-10 PM NITEL 5-21-7$ CAE 
TO DIRECTOR NR 192-21 


Awo» D«* 
D?p.-A.3--Ac 
D?p.*A D.-Ir^ 
Asst ti' i 

A-im. r**y. 

Kst Aff\;rs 
.Fin. A ?«*.. 

G?n. lav. ... 
I<fent. 
Inspections 
Intrli. 

Lah-f”' ■-/ , 

"".I l ux _ 

Flan. A EvaJ. 
F."*. Mgmt 

Sp^c. lav. 
Training . tj . , , 
TeifpVnn Rwu 
Dirrctpr Sec’y 


FROM-LEGAT OTTAWA (70-23) 













0-73 (Rev. J.0-9-75) 


r 


MESSAGE RELAY 


PH Pi 'nt O Immediate 

Transmit i a * j* ?X Via Teletype the Attached l^fUrgent Meisa^e 

a Nitel 

From: Director. FBI 


6 -//- 7 £ 


To: SACs: 


To: Legats: 









0-73 <R<3Y- 10-9-75) 

<• ,» 


MESSAGE RELAY 

... m±£i 



£3 Immediate 

/Treasait inS.^ lainteXt Vis Teletype the Attached Urgent Message 
f ' [^Code. ^gNitel 

Prone Director, FBI / 57 - 2 . 930 ? 


To: SACsr 


To: Leg3t»: OTTAWA 


&-Z$) 



b7E 


*#»♦<. Dir.-,- r - 

0 *#. AO A*», ^ 
0 *f> AO Irtv, ^ 
A«S»e OtM- 
A 4 mi*» | 

€♦<«>, Jy»f- 
fjtf< kti+ltg ^ 

fiU# & Cm. ^ 

$♦** Uv. ip^ T 

j n 

- j- ■ T 

--- 


Classification: 


<eK* 

D Top Secret a-» j 

^ /sT- &$2>6r 


V 


l«W«t«ry y - 

U|«^ 

A Cv# 1 « 

Jrtv, - r _r L , - 

- r . —| — 

R*. 


Q Confidential' 

QfUncU*fcftie4 

Subject (Text begins next page): 

"0£M*nS J AfitHS &A“kS 

BM-***> 

J 





TELETYPE UNIT 



Foreign Liaison Unit 
djRoute through for rev 
Q Cleared* teJephonicaUy 
with - ._ 

t ti-.* rr,tAj & v s «^*v. *; i. 

awufM^fifr ' 

^-, <r rvunr: _ 


'■T/X 







'• ! [ \ L 


/ cor^ 1 ( 

/■y/' < • T <> I , l /?* 


t£/£A?£ 


rr/ T A,i 


... r««/SA?OUS - . «; • : . :;• 

art-Aiv'r/y • ‘; « 

( ■ / / . <=*• •. . V.** * 

^ : ro^lt a«D ap r 7G37>/ d >r . ‘ ,; - v 'r ’ ■" .‘ }«ji 


v | v a ■ > 


"VKti* a sv< ( f 


.. • A . , 

‘t . >- i 


■. ' FOP I SPOLIATION-SHAHLr,. OS .t!AryiS?7 ? f5P‘ ?-U/A 
COUFIOENTIAL SOOSC^ftBROftpv VSO- HASi'PPOjpfhED RELIABLE INFORMA - 
TlOtf IN THF PASyf TKLEFW^ICALVY ADV^^B' WKE.M’q.US^HAT , '; , 


















v V'.r.r 


:j7>ri flax? <j;/u ifi.CAivW. 

i . ^ \ --- y U' * *' ' . * ’ * . . ,, • •*, * * -I^ \) f \ 

• AS FEDERAL IKniCtflcfiT AGAINST SAf^S IH DISTRIGT. 0F' ; ' \ r , 

• ■ •■ • ■ ■•" t •. '• ; •--v >/■•' • •, 

OH EGOS DISMISSED, K0 TRAVEL CONDITIONS EXIST FOR Sltf^ECT •' 

> * f > i i i i t . j , • i 

'* { , 4 . ' . *!-'■' < - ' * f -*—■ ^ 

FEDERALLY; ALSO, ASSISTANT • f »lSTRIOT; ATTORNEY L_ 

’> Ik ( t , * t , . ’L , * • 1 1 | ‘ , 1 , p 1 f v - k J t t t % h i ! ' 1 

f1l«LTKO??AH ‘ COUNTY,• FOSTLaSD , OREGON f. ADVISED . THAT -NO .StATiS:;.. • ••, 

* , ’ *, V ;«• i ' *-' 1 *V J T^ V 1 / V-/; ’ 

COURT , RESTRICTIOf?S I«..EXISTENCE 3 EGASD XHG■ '3A?>XS* RSLSAS/T', •»': 

,* * , . . v -- ■ ., ; .. ' .. 7 *■ >• \-i *. l 

PE^D toe• GO V&PtiGR *S PECIS ICS RSGARpIKG SXTRAD'H10ff IQ ' SOUTH J ■* 

• '• V 'Cv .*' ‘ • Vv ‘ iV . 

Dakota, ^ * 

«. ' i ' I* .* . * (* ^ «' - - »- V ' 1 ’ •. , * !. ■ 1 ***i. **. . - . 1 ‘ ' * , * 

u ► ‘'4 , f 1 - r »!, k ' t 1 . 1 . 1 ,* * J j 

, AHOVEl.XtfFOWATKfJS Wrri^'pEO VIDED ..SEATTLE DIVISION .*■ . 

, ft'*' * ►- ' •» * ^ 4 , «*•»' , ^ ‘ ' M ‘ , •" ? \ , 4 , 

fCF. IHrOWlAXIOtJ Hi CASE: SlSJEOt 'SKOSLO;''nE-EKTCT U^tTCO. . 


' , * (l 1 1 t p , p i K> *, '* , * • ■ f -1 i 

STATES THROUGH ;JASKIEOTOfJ/^A : , 

*•• • ;■ ■• •>' •• •• ,* ’.!' >••/'' '.."A-, C> ‘’v;'V 

A0«IWISTRaTTV 5C ; : ; w * - r r 




V * i i/ lf . 

,J .r* / , *' 

* J ‘ 
V ft'*. 


M - . L ■ . 

* • 4 r', 


{<’ j'i*■ 





















. « s'* 

" V. > 

■. ■ s 


Trr.p.; 1 ., ■ - "" 7 -~ *'" * 

SJpffiEP«HT COSV^KCpTIQW VI7K ( AWI 71 W? !*■ Ut/ let. 

, MAY , 2Vf, REVEALED*’ COMOITIOfiS 


.ATTORNEY c a'M) 


b6 

b7C 


* on. shPjsct’S efleaee i?2CL?»r>st* coppitiojj that hit cc^Ln oi^ly 
LKAVS- STATE-FOR THE PURPOSE CF HASSLIKS HIS VA?TOU3,'l.l'0r}i. 

n 1 ; , , • « 1 1 1 » ' 

■•jmttfps. • ' “• ; ■ • 

i* *, 

aim_ 


or".' ^<v~c ? f rr \T* T >' ^ 

P(; h jV O-vu*..' i. - ^ 1 * ♦ 1 11 * 


:my 74, ir?c o"’ SAY ir>7ts, re Arran •*? xr -**> j w 
ir vnvyncv or •u'v^Sw *■>.* 


b6 

b7C 


RSS}Ul?£S PtrSUO', 

I * 4 ' 


i *V r ^ i 
• s * 1 1 ' “ * 


• - „ . * r* ^ 1 » i i , * ,• , b 

• IKFOHMaT IOS' INDIC*TIflS • THAT*''-SUBJECT PRESENTLY 1R CANADA • • r '. \'y ■' V -. 

- ..** 8££A/ ' ' •’ " -s. '“■"' '% ' l • ’• ■.• V::•••'.■*•■ '■•* 

fT “* ‘.HEGUFSTED -THAT SSaTTLETaSS), 55UTTE SI VISIONS,, ; , ' £;:% , ••'. 

;... : " -y ■ r •" - : -. p ' ”• • — L -— ^ :y : v ... 


< co nyact tffzdrni at? sources i 

‘ '- . • . ■ \\‘ V,.. '"!■ -, .• 

I *-»rt,'ftfi-PCoMI«r TIT,' j'SMCI S. At'TT rI 


T'td-'SR^SPttlJiE. IF->^yS'“ARTICLES' APPEAR- IH.Cfcfr&I/itt.: .' 

J v ■. **.■;' • v ;. • — -• ■- ■ — ■ -. 

\?ZZ$ .sf atincT/THat IM.C&9APjTT0 1 _ I , : , 

-*—■'* .* r " 'X <tc*f 1tf.Qu£sT£0 TO 


. ( 1 . * 

^ . t'. 


b7D 


k< r ,. 


HStf 5-PAPERS 




: Q£0^ fi£QU£sT£0 TO 




y >;• b{iits ftt- sutte , ^■ont» / cotit«ioT-• appbopfji at?., gkkiciau, 

.*■’ £ T ’ k / 1 , ,* .V »’ U y * j <* »< ’ ' r < ... * ,< ' 

( . . > ♦ 1 * r !»' t 1 f *' $- ■' | * -i* "'*»* * f <*i/' 1 J *” r . ^ *• 1 J 

"^n. TO mbfMKF. IF SANXS PFeXSTnSED KAC LEpO ?COTEL',v ; ■ ; ;;• 

f r»: , *’ . ■. f 4 , • j * ♦' *•.*■■* ,r .* »' * v 

■ f v / - __‘ I I 'T/i ^ T *'- 


f / ’ 1 


b7D 


\ FONT KaC lltOD . AtS SHTA , . A 80 KECUF^I | TO. PRO VXD 


! ,POPTU»» wltfi^COW OF S!3>jici^S^FL.AtIM ^,„fo **4 t»K 


A7r<£P ANP EXTPa^SLX , OA*&cftCUS 


END 


. ^ ' p> 


• . J b * f 

* . ^. I 


v, 1 ’ 
» 


^ A 


; l H f » 


1 f r :-.y 1 ‘ 

, .,, l • k - *« 

ir *- J- 


'Mt'i 


T^-j-at- ^^Y y,, - p, - r 

*• * 'T* *' ' “ 

« .. I * , ; . - . \ 

* * . '* » »H ’ V* * 


li. > i v » 


b> ( . 


t,! 


‘ * * i I _ J 

J , r k 


f.' 


r J '. 


riT** *k » 

/ V , 

# • , < ! 


I } *. 

». ■ 

* v 


/ 4 


* ^ 


-V 


# - 




»/ t 


•' J ‘ vVj. 1 " V ^ 

, ‘ p y.. 1 r 


« V I ' ■ . 

I.* •« I* 


- 


^v 1 , ^ f : ? f-y f r 

\ r ■>* ^ r/.> •*;* ■ 

, jA * l.» 1 If. t 


« . 


.4 




: ^ ‘ 
• i- 4 ■ 
.1 1 *r 


*t 

1 1 


—S ILbA. 


b 

& M’ " J 

i« I 


r rt 

\ 














h 



rEKRU. s«£«J Of unenM ™-' 1 
CflMMUHICATIOflS SECTION 



003 PD 

3: 16 P M ✓rflTEL JUKE 10, 1976 LJG 
TO: DIRECTOR **«• 

MINNEAPOLIS C157-846) 

OMAHA 

RAPID CITY (70-10234) 

SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843) 

SEATTLE 

FROM: PORTLAND (88-7637) (P) > 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM, 00:MINNEAPOLIS. 

ON JUNE 9, 1976, OREGON GOVERNOR ROBERT STRAUB ANNOUNCED 
THAT HE WAS DISCONTINUING FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF THE 
EXTRADITION OF DENNIS JAMES BANKS TO SOUTH DAKOTA BECAUSE 
THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) LEADER WAS IN CALIFORNIA. 

A SOURCE ADVISED ON MAY 22, 1975, THAT THE AIM WAS 
FORMED IN 1968 AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTACIVIL RIGHTS 

A, K fKEC-80 * 

ORGANIZATION WITH STAT.ED GOALS TO SECURE T KOI AN SELF- 



fAssoe. Dir. 

Dep-A-D--^ 

Asst. D' r>: 

Add. Ssrfc 
Ext. 

Fia. & P« 

Gen- In*< 

I dent. — 

Leg*1 Ctfon*- —— 
jtec, 

i rr — 


/ 

W 



7^ 



DETERMINATION AND TO ELIMINATE THE DESTRUCTIVE TENDENCI] 

CF CHRISTIANITY, WHITE-ORIENTED EDUCATION; AND T^E FEDE^AL^ ^ 
GOVERNMENT FROM INDIAN LIFE, ALONG WITH THE YOKE OF 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (BIA). 

0~73 6-//-76 
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ALL AIM CHAPTERS, LEADERS AND MEMBERS ARE tJOT CON¬ 
SIDERED VIOLENCE-PRONE} HOWEVER, AIM MEMBERS LED BY VARIOUS 
VIOLENCE-PRONE LEADERS HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE TAKEOVER 
OF THE BIA BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. C. IN NOVEMBER, !972, 

AND PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
WHICH RESULTED IN VIOLENCE AT SC0TTS8LUFF, NEBRASKA; THE 
RAPID CITY - CUSTER AREA OF SOUTH DAKOTA; THE OCCUPATION OF 
WOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, BY FORCE OF ARMS FROM FEBRUARY 
27, 1973, THROUGH MAY 8, 1973. SINCE THAT TIME, AIM LEADERS, 
MEMBERS, AND SUPPORTERS HAVE ALSO BEEN INVOLVED IN NUMEROUS 
CONFRONTATIONS WITH LOCAL AND FEDERAL AUTHORITIES, INCLUDING 
THE KILLING OF A DEPUTY SHERIFF IN ARIZONA, THE SEVERE ’• 
BEATING OF TWO POLICE OFFICERS IN SOUTH DAKOTA, AND EXTEN¬ 
SIVELY DAMAGING A COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH 
DAKOTA* OTHER INCIDENTS WHICH AIM HAS BEEN A PARTY TO 
INCLUDED TtfE TAKEOVER OF THE ALEXXAN BROTHERS NOVITIATE, 
GRESHAM, WISCONSIN; THE FAIRCHILD PLANT, SHIPROCK, NEW 

I 

MEXICO; AND A PORK PLANT IN WAGNER, SOUTH DAKOTA, ALL 
OCCURRING IN EARLY 1975. 
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TWO FBI AGENTS WERE AM3USED AND SLAIN BY INDIANS ON 
JUNE 26, 1973, ON THE PINE RIDGE, SOUTH DAKOTA, INDIAN 
RESERVATION. ON NOVEMBER 25, 1975, FOUR INDIANS WERE 
INDICTED BY A FEDERAL GRANT) JURY IN RAPID CITY, SOUTH 
DAKOTA, IN CONNECTION WITH THE MURDER OF THE AGENTS. 

SOURCES ADVISED ON DECEMBER 9, 1975, THAT ALL FOUR IN¬ 
DICTED INDIANS ARE MEMBERS OF THE AIM. 

AT A NEWS CONFERENCE HELD BY GOVERNOR STRAUB ON 
JUNE 9, 1976, HE STATED THAT IT .WAS CLEAR DENNIS BANKS 
CHOOSE TO TAKE RESIDENCE IN CALIFORNIA SO ANY APPEARANCE 
HERE WOULD BE MOMENTARY, IF THAT. STRAUB FURTHER SAID 
THAT FRIENDS OF BANKS ADVISED HIM "INFORMALLY” THAT BANKS 
WOULD REMAIN IN CALIFORNIA WHERE GOVERNOR EDMUND J. (JERRY) 
BROWN ALSO HAS EXTRADITION PAPERS FROM SOUTH DAKOTA BEFORE 
HIM. STRAUB ALSO STATED THAT HE WROTE TO THE GOVERNOR 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA ASKING WHETHER HE, STRAUB, SHOULD RETURN 
THE EXTRADITION PAPERS OR KEEP THEM IN CASE BANKS RETURNS. 
STRAUB DIO NOT SAY UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES, IF ANY, HE 
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WOULD REOPEN DELIBERATIONS ON THE EXTRADITION. 

ON JUNE 10* IS76, AN ATflCLE APPEARED IN "THE 
OREGONIAN", A PORT-LAND DAILY NEWSPAPER, WHICH STATED 
THAT THE GOVfrlOR HAD THAT BANKS HAD LEFT FOR 

CALIFORNIA WltH THE PERMISSION OF THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT C«CCCJ. HOWEVER, BANKS MUST RETURN TO 
FACE THE COURT BY JUNE 15, 1976. THE ARTICLE STATED 
THAT JUDGE PATRICK DOOLEY HAD ORDERED BANKS HELD ON A 
FUGITIVE’S WARRANT FROM SOUTH DAKOTA AND THEN HAD 
RELEASED HIM ON $10,000 BAIL. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

RE PORTLAND TELETYPE, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, DATED 
MAY 27, 1976. 

ON JUNE 9, 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY (ADA) 

[ MULTNOMAH COUNTY DA’S OFFICE, WHO WAS 
HANDLING SUBJECT’S EXTRADITION PROCEEDINGS IN OREGON, 
ADVISED HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH GOVERNOR STRAUB’S 
OFFICE, SALEM, OREGON, AND HAD ADVISED GOVERNOR’S STAFF 







OREGON, IS CLASS C FELONY. HOWEVER, ON JUNE 10, 

1976 j | ADVISED THAT IN FURTHER CONTACT WITH 

GOVERNOR STRAUB’S OFFICE, HE DETERMINED THAT EVEN 
IF BANKS FAILED TO APPEAR ON JUNE 15, 1976, GOVERNOR 
STRAUB WOULD MAKE NO DECISION, AND IT WAS NOV 

"| OPINION THAT PRESIDING MCCC JUDGE WOULD 
DISMISS WARRANT AGAINST BANKS. 

I STATED THAT IN CONVERSATION WITH be 

b7C 

SUBJECT’S ATTORNEY OF RECORD, PORTLAND, OREGON, j 

f ” 1 

ATTORNEY INDICATED BANKS WOULD APPEAR AT PORTLAND 

l 

ON JUNE 15, 1976. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PORTLAND. 

END 
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A<J<*u 

£*V. Aftffrt i_r 
A ^*rs« ,*, 

C«A« >*» -„ 

M*M« ... r , 

. 

UV«r«Mry - „ 

Pt*A, & 

ft*c. 

T^Uf^i . - - 

T#Up*>*J tf2j 

Dket^etN?^ 


30^ 


C l! Top Secret 
CD Secret 

Classification: q cwfidefltial 
f>K Wlass?fie<i 

/7\l u I* l 

Subject (Text begins nett paie): K! 


■o?,{MUf(ic|T{ONs Samoa 


JUH i 81976 


|)l 

Subject (Text beginsne^p^ie): e<.rp 1 1,‘ ( 4< 

Dennis 3ante.s. feants 

£N\~ JUneHun ^jL k 


Foreign Liaison Unit 

Route through for review 
n cleared telephoftically 
with-- - - - -- - 



bvemen 


i cm) 


TELETYPE UNIT 


*ei/o©/ 






WIWAWhSSJ 

frk'' l n 


SF fifes / 
nr^s/sf/ 


AsV. C:r. 


A-tV- S*rT. 




ici.i-rS 


IX7-1 


PUn-fc !>*L 



I * Pi NI / £L J ll/ f 6 w ■ 

ID /director ($S-S<£63o/ 

/ I minnsapol/s iii-me 
/ oh ah * . I 

I 3AP1) CITY (74-18 234 > 

/ SEATTLE I j 

I ^ORiLAim (6c -7S37> 

F^on jam FR AijclSOO < 100-79*536) 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIM, OO niHNCAPQLI3" 

ON JUNE 17, 1075, BANKS POSTED 610,000 BAIL BEFORE HINICIPAL 

COURT JUDGE MARY PAJALICH, SAN FRANCISCO; HIS HEARING ON 

* .» 

EXTRADITION TO SOUTH DAKOTA HAS POSTPONED TO JULY 10, 1975* 


Sped Iht. 


Tr*pU: 


Hat 































4 




^ 


•• 


•t 

June 5, 1976 






5 Jf- 


Wr | | 

Your letter of June 4th reached ray desk after, 

I am told, you had attempted to call me while JLn Wash¬ 
ington. I regret .1 did not have the opportunity to talk 
to you and would welcome your call should you find it 
convenient to telephone me from Independence. I just 
returned to my office yesterday from Kansas City and am 
[ilot sure when 1 will next be in that area. 

Sincerely yours, 
r C. M. Kelley 


.£♦*. AB A4m, 
&♦*» AO 
Ant 0 >>.( 
Alnti S«fy r4l 
£ *«■ _ 
f {*. & %, . 

hy 1 -| ^ 

~ - ■ r 

Uf ll_ , 
L* 9 «l 

a. 

***■$$ 

%*>*4jpyL 

Tytnfo? A-, 


Clarence M. Kelley , 

,- 1 Director 

1 -|_1 - Enclosure ' * b6 

(i 1 - Te lephone Ro om - Enclosure , b7 

J NOTE: I I per l I in Senator Symington’s office. 

__ I contacted the Directo r's office at a pproximately noon 

on 6/7/76 and was referred to SA l j in' the Correspond¬ 

ence and Tours Section. At that time, his l etter of Jun e 4tn had 
not been received by the Director’s office. I I was advised 

that a reply from the Director would be forthcoming. Following 
receipt of his letter and the Director's notation that he would 

H eak .with I I efforts .were.made.to. locate him t hrough 

s office m independence, which advised thatwas 
expected t o travel to Ohio on the af ternoon of b /a, and thro ugh 
I I When contacted, | l advised that ~l had 

aireaay left and he was not sure ot his whereabouts._ l__1 , 

advised ne would attempt to contact I [ and advise nira of 

the Director’s interes t in speaking to him l This letter is to 
acknowledge receipt of I letter and to inform• hi m L 6f 

the Director’s willingness to speak to him should r 1 be ufy 

unable to contact him. * ,/Cty 

JET ^ 1 . < 5 > ’ ' ' . . ^L. . • ... :«or#W 


I 1 * * * iv A A WUV, VS. 

n — aireaay left and he was 
advised he would attempt 
— the Director’s interest 




APPROVED 
ASSOC. Dir.*. 


Ext. Affair*, 
fin. & Per* 


■®h 


laborstory... . . \{\ p\ 

U**Cow»-** 1 \ W ' 

plan. & . 

Rec. WjmU. 

Corres* 

ana lours Section . 

0 Y£-/z// 7 ‘, 


Pop. AD Adn^&^fiCW. Iw... 


Scrv . 

TELETYPE DMT CD 


tnspcctiOO-~—» 

4 nteB_■ 






















t 




l 


*P< 

\r 


REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 


THE COUNCIL OF TWELVE APOSTLES 
CENTRAL f-ROmSIONAL HOC. 

22* WEST LEXINGTON 

eox W5t 

INDEPENDENCE. MISSOURI *4051 
TELEPHONE 


tf 


June 4,. 1976' 


1 


Hr. Clarence ,M. Kelly,* Director' 
Federal Bureau ,of Investigation' 
J. ■ Edgar Hoover’ Building 
Washington y • DC 20535'. > 



b6 

b7C 


*1 


Dear Hr. Director:. 


Last Saturday I had an opportunity 1 ..to.getlacquainted with"^ly. 


<3 


American Indian Movement <. leader. ■ He .e xpressed' a keen' interest * in. meeting with. you ’ 
__to explore ways . to reduce the, tensions between Ail I .M. and.the'i^B.JU i>Ince Jt teit 


he was sincere. in, seeking'suck a meeti,ng r and that soi^’good, results' might - 
Lbly accrue, I .agreed , t o - assist Hr. Banks ■ in . attempting• to . arrange such a m 


that 

possibly accrue, I .agreed , t o - assistHr. Banks^in . attempting' t o .arrange such a me etin 
If possible ! would like_-_tcLjfteetJWith;.you’ on'.Monday or Tuesday, June 7 or 8,-.In 


Washington_^o^iacnssiXheli^tter. 
t suggested this direct approach. 

I* I ‘ 


Jpg' Senktors^ngton' s*b7ficT" 


To introduce myself; I am the£ 


of Graceland>College In;Lamoni,.Iowa. 


I now serve: as one^ofthe’ general officers (Apostle)in. the.Reorganized' Church of 
Jesus Christ ,of hatter' Day Saints.with, general offices'in Independence^'Missouri. ^ 
As a part ,of’my responsibilities'I supervise 1 , the'work of ’ our’church among'American 
Indians (U.S i' and Canada). 'It was during the', cou rse of ’ this .work, th at I became ‘ 
acquainted' with Dennis Banks'. 1 I am well known', to I Senator Young 

of North 1 Dakota 1 , and' Senator Dick.Clark of' lowal 



During our conversations I became'impressed.with 1 the.sincerity:of Mr. Banks'. 1 Know-'' 
ing somethihg'.of 'the . long and complicated, history ,of abrasive Interaction'between 
whites'and'Indians, I recognize' the .monumental task .of 'reducing'the', tensions. 1 What , " i 
gave me 1 some hope for a little - progress 1 was Mr. Banks* guarded'respect'for’you,per- \ j 
sonally’which may give some basis. for’enough trust 1 that some positive steps ^can be' ' 
made.' I also 1 felt that some voluntary go-between','not'aligned with either.the govern- • 
ment or' the' American Indian Movement,! 1 may help In the', communications necessary to 1 ' 
establish 1 the’ right' environment for’the meeting. Right in this case 1 being that 
which, would‘be’, mutually agreeable, to. you'and Mr.. Banks>^~^-*^g ^ G IC7 j(j & 


J I will call your .office on Monday, June 7,to see 


Copy made for Tele, Bto 


. 4 / r/ik 




S CHURCH; WORLD HEADQUARTERS: INDEPENDENCE. MISSOURI 
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Hr.•Clarence M. Kelly 


June 4, 1976* 


_vlsh you may co n tact.me through. 
initiatives can,lead toVuseful ■c 


L i sincerely pray that these 
tnishaent* of hostilities and pain.'* 

Sincerely yours, 1 


Mr. Dennis Banks 


REORGANIZED 

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 

, VTORUJ HCAOQUAItTStS 

! INDEPENDENCE. MISSOURI €4051 













June 15, 1975 



I wanted to respond to your letter of June 4 ns quickly as possible 
but, unfortunately, cannot giro you any definite response as to what I can 
do in an effort to try to meet with Mr, Banks* 

In a matter such as this, I think it is most advisable for me to 
consult with the Department of Justice. As you know there are some matters 
pending before the courts involving Mr. Banks. 1 think, therefore, before I 
take any farther steps to see what could be done In response to your overtures, 

I should carefWly look into any implications which, although unintended, might 
be Inferred. 

t 

1 also prior to taking any further steps would like to know what 
would be achieved by such a meeting, particularly insofar as restoring any 
degree of tranquility to the situation which Mr. Banks feels needs clearing. 

As well you know, the FBI has no patrol jurisdiction on reservations and 
ours is an Investigative responsibility only. In the past we have had accusa¬ 
tions of misconduct on the part of our investigators, and this has been brought 
up in court and will continue to receive attention in court matters pending. 

I am encouraged to read in your letter that Mr* Banks has a "guarded respect" > 
for me and certainly if there is anything I can do to alleviate any abrasiveness ^ j 
between us and those we serve, I do want to do so. This cannot be done, \J 
however, In a sense or manner which would imperil any pending investigation 
ojr lltigajtonf and always must be tempered with the need to remain unbiased ^ 
tni^tt^toihe matters which are being investigated or r r I f Q 


A* 

o.»4tUH 

AO fev.j 
Ami. Otm 
A 4<+, 

€xt. Aflr fZ 
$i+ t A 


K with copy of incoming) 
[with copy of incoming) 
[(with copy of incoming) 


REC-3i 


JUN 23 1976 


HT** -'Tdephono Room (with copy of incoming) 
CMKjEDM (8) ‘ .—__ 

zM Lr» I 


?"♦ Rm, 


SBXrFK 
t IJStB . . 

DAT& (h 


-17r-71 


Copy nade for Corre3., 
and Tours Section 

JyA/?,/76 








In other words, at this point I do not know whether I can meet with 
Mr, Banks# To give mo further basis for a dstermiaation, I would like to have 
you inform me about the matters which Mr. Banks would discuss with me and 
any other information which might be helpful in arriving at a conclusion* 

Z do, however, sincerely appreciate your efforts and know that you 
are motivated only with the hope that greater peace and tranquility can be 
achieved. This is also my goal* 

Sincerely yours, 


Clarence M» Kelley 
Director 
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MESSAGE RELAY 


framed i ate 

Trans®it iniSJr^ 46 ** v «« Teletype the Attached PRtlrgent 

. £7Lode QNitel 

From: Director, FBI 


Date . 


^ -/r«: 


Message 


p' \ SAC$: 



1 To: Legais: 


To: 


WOT 


5SC7TO1T 


A*»m. _ ■ 

AO 

&♦** AO S»v. 
,A»*f 4 OJro 

A 4m„ lint. _ _. L 

( **. ifffiri - 

f ►*. & P«ff' - 

£♦»!* l^v. , . _ J 

M*m. - _ . 


{*•]»<*{«* 
iM*a. _ 


-^ - - - 

L# 9 ot 

4 f 

*U<. Mqa». . 

$^«. Uv. |jr _.. 
m 


Q Top Secret 


Classification: t 


Q Secret 


Q Confidential 
f^W nclassi f ied 





Subject (Text begins next page): 


-Z^ g-A^/tZ/J *J/ 9M CS 
En-AT/y 


Foreign 
(TH through for review 

C3 Cleared telephonicaUy 
with __ 


W JUN 22 1976 




CD TELETYPE UNIT 










ON JUNE 14, 1976, ft KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUAL IN ft POSITION 


TO PROVIDE INFORMATION OF THIS TYPE ADVISED THAT DENNIS JAMES 

► * 1 ’ 

banks WAS PRESENT ftT A BAIL HEARING, MUNICIPAL COURT, SAN 
FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, ON JUNE 14, 1976. ON JUNE 7, I97S. 
BANKS’ BAIL IN CALIFORNIA ON SOUTH DAKOTA CHARGES WAS RAISED 
FROM $5,000 TO $10,003 AND HE WAS GIVEN UNTIL JUNE 14, 1975, TO 
RAISE THE ADDITIONAL BOND* DURING HIS JUNE I4TH APPEARANCE, 
BftMKS STATED HE WAS UNABLE TO POST THE ADDITIONAL BOND REQUIRED 
* A f 9 HE WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY* A NEW BAIL HEARING WAS S CHED^ 
•LED AT SAN FRANCISCO ON JUNE 17, 197S* 


b 6 
b7C 


-J <r> 
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THE AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) WAS FOUNDED IN 
MINNESOTA IN 19SP DEDICATED TO 'IMPROVING CONDITIONS FOR'THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN. • AIM LED AND PARTICIPATED IN CONFRONTATIONS 
WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTTSBLUFF, NEBRASKA, AND RAPID 
CITY - CUSTER AREAS OF SOUTH DAKOTA. AIM LED THE TAKEOVER 
AND OCCUPATION OF BOUNDED KNEE, SOUTH DAKOTA, IN FEBRUARY - 
MAY, 1973. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS 

JDMINISTRATIVE 

S ID TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU AND OTHER OFFI^S, 
iOVE, DATED JUNE IS, 1976. 

'BLE INDIVIDUAL IS I 



FRANCISCO POLICE Pn^ARTMENT <SFPD). 
ON JUNE 14, 197V 


MULTNOMAH COUNTY 


SHERIFF’S OFFICE, INTELLIG^E PI VISION, PORTLAND, OREGON, 
ADVISED THAT BANKS I^O^CERATED FRANCISCO , CALIFORNIA, AND 
THEREFORE, VOUU^E UNABLE TO BE PREsbs^AT EXTRADITION HEARING 
PORTLAND, O^GO H, JUNE 15, 19 7S. | | STATE$N£E HAD BEEN IN 

CO NT A QKMULT KOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE PATRICK DCOLT^SEGARDING 
. SprffT STATUS AND | 1 STATED THAT DOOLEY INFORMED HIM THAT^HE 








•PEACE 


THE COUNCIL Of TWELVE APOSTLES 
CENTRAL PROFESSIONAL HOG. 

Ml WEST LEXINGTON 

tox lost 

INPEWNPtNC^ MISSOURI.WSI 


June 21, 1976 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Director Kelley: 


This will acknowledge your letter of June 15 to[ 
is out of the office until the 29th. 


Ass&e. Dir. __ 

Dep,-A, T>,» Af tei. 

•Dfp.-A.p-Ttiv.. 
As*t Pir,: 

A'fRJ. 

Ext 

Ffr. & Pore_ 

Gen. Xr.y. .. 

Ident - ... , 

Inspection _ 

Intril._ 

.Pabornt ry _ 

C ■ii’i. . 
Plan. & Eval. _ 

T? ■ AT- at. — — 
Spec. lav, 

Training - 

XePphcrra P.-a. Jj 


1 feel quite sure that you wHl hear fron hin as soon as he returns to his 


office 









\ 

«E&® 


1 i I Ip 

' ; * A 


ygsfrfO f/±, 

7^"- 

23 Jtfrss 1976 


• > > i i, 

1 < . J’j 


lairits CHUR^h WORLD HEADQUARTERS: INDEPEN^ 

/ 1 1 i^i li fi 


CNCEMMISSOURI 


dr-^i ^ 














W' 


NR 005 PD CODE 


. .:36PM NIIEL JBLly&lt JHB $SBS5ffig%8& 
TO: DIRECT0R<xaS-6&«38->- . w,u> 

i > Hit A __ A 


if MINNEAPOLIS <157-846) 

y?UPID CITY <70-10234) 

/ SAN FRANCISCO <88-15843) 
FR<W: PORTLAND <88-7637) <P) 


JUL 0 7 197; 


DENNIS jaMES^BANKS, EM - AIM, 00 * MINNEAPOLIS. 

RE PORTLAND NITEL TO FBIHQ, JULY 2,^76. 

ON JULY 2, 1976, .MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE 

Patrick dooley; Portland, Oregon, dismissed south Dakota 

FUGITIVE WARRANT AGAINST BANKS EVEN THOUGH BANKS FAILED 
TO APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT. REGARDING HIS FAILURE TO 
APPEAR, JUDGE DOOLEY ORDERED THAT BANKS FORFEIT THE 
S 1,000 SECURITY AMOUNT FOR BAIL IN THE CASE, ORDERED 


banks* attorney, 


TO "SHOW CAUSE" AS TO 


WHY BANKS DID NOT APPEAR, AND IN TURN ORDERED THAT A 
WARRANT BE PREPARED AGAINST BANKS FOR HIS FAILURE TO 
APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT IN PORTLAND. 

ON JULY Sf 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATT^NEY <ADA) 
| MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORT^&D, OREGON, 
ADVISED THAT THE FAILURE TO APPEAR WARRANT ON DENNIS. 


Assec. Dir. 
Dep.-A.D^Adm_ 

Asst. Dir.: 

•Ate*. SsrTfr - ? 

Ext, Aihlii — 

Mfigr 

idJSrlll_ 

Inspection „, - - 

Inttll _. 

I^Iwatory _ _ 

Legal Ccun- - 
Flan. & BvaL __ 

- - 

Spec. Inv. 

Training r 
Telephone .Rkl _ 

I Dir*£t?r See p * /_1 


BANKS WILL BE FILED IN MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT COU 

same date; the warrant will authorize the immediate 




s ®saaajaga« to ^. 


swui i' 4 








PAGE Two PD 88-7637 

ARREST OF BANKS ANYWHERE WITHIN THE BORDERS OF OREGON, 
BUT WILL NOT BE EXTRADICTABLE IN NATURE. 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

PORTLAND WILL CONFIRM FILING OF WARRANT. 

END 

MJW ACK FOR NR005 AND CORRECTION 
FOR TEL NR002 
RBIHQ CL 
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\ t~ "“1 Ixcjr.ed i at e 

Tpajfemit in Via Teletype the Attached pE^Crgent Message 

V QNiteJ 


From: Director. FBI 
to; SAC*; 


To: Legate: 


£>♦* AP Arf* 
0«F* AP 
A»»L 0>r,> 

AVa. S*r». 1 - 1 _ 
A(^^i _ 

fl*. A 

<I«M« U>y. , L 
._ 

k*» £•<»**> _ 

... . _ . 

& (v«l« 

*««. 

$P«I. I»». - 
Tr| tf> ^ 

T«UpWn«i ft*., 

s*«>, 


Q Top iSecret 
□ Secret 


KBWB 


i ** or wnfcj.iafvo 

uiMMUHICATIOMS SECTION 



m 


3 JUL 7 1976 


Dte' JULO 6197B , 

Classification: Q ^ J/ ^ ^tBEWSS” " 

ttjfiS^Wfifdi f I f TP I PT Y P F Q Route thro ° «*> f <* revi' 

fc’fOtl^O ” 1 C-UC.1 JH- Q Cleared telephone alii 

Subjeot (T^xt begins next page)7^ ‘ . ******** * 

SDf.tJAi'ii pJftjv«r.los*)fcs . \ 

£/>>- . /Voi7«.m*a,t C/?r/*i) 


^reigp Liaison Unit 
fH Route through for review 
3|7Tl Cleared telephonic ally 

with_ .. . 


\HmAJL ROOM CD TELETYPE UNITC2j ^ 

5b JUL‘9 19/6 ^ 


■M 






M 


& ^ 

NPJ 023l PD tCODE 


©SjMJjffiCB® SEC^OH 


2450 P h KitEL/JuLY fe, !?76 


DIRECTOR/ (38/62638) 


T 4 f« 


1 / my famous /< 157 / 846 ) 

I RAf/lD CflTY /(7S-/02/4) , 

/ Spi FRANCISCO h%J\5Wl'i 
F iOM-J PpTLpD /ss-y 6370 OP) 

Ans/s jpfiES ban/s, m - dwj 00^/nns/ap^l4s 


• oh July 2 , mo, assistant district attorney <ada> 

KOLTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON, 



b7C 


ADVISED that DENNIS JAKES BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO CUSTODY 
■ > > 

at San FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, JULY I, 1076. IN CONTACT'WITH 

I San FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT,. 

I waS told that in effect banks had been returned to 
Custody BY HIS ATTORNEY, [ [ BECAUSE HE | 

ALLEGED' AN INDIAN COUPLE, VHO HAD POSTED THEIR BANK PASSBOOK 
AS PART OF THE $5,2-00 BAIL SET FOR BANKS’ RELEASE AT SAN 
FRANCISCO, HAD REQUESTED THEIR PASSBOOK BE RETURNED. THEREFORE, 
THE BAIL ON banks WOULD HAVE TO BE FORFEITED and banks RETURNED 
TO JAIL* 








C7- 'St 

PAGE TvO 
FROM 


pd 00 " 7o ar 


ON JULY 1, 1976, 


PRESENTED A REQUEST 


TO THE COURT AT SaN FRANCISCO THAT BANKS BE RELEASED ON HIS OWN 
RECOGNIZANCE SO THAT HE COULD APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT, PORTLAND, 
OREGON, JULY 2, 1976, AT 2:00 P.M., AS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED. 

THE COURT APPROVED THIS REQUEST. HE THEN TOOK THE APPROVED 
REQUEST TO BANKS FOR HIS SIGNATURE IN RESULTING RELEASE. 


WHO WAS PRESENT, REFUSED TO ALLOW BANKS TO SIGH THIS 


Sf 


REQUEST AND WENT DIRECTLY TO THE SAN FRANCISCO JUDGE WHO HAD 
GJVEN IT HER APPROVAL. IT APPEARS 


ALLEGED TO THE JUDGE 


THAT NUMEROUS THREATS OF PERSONAL INJURY HAD BEEN LEVIED AT 
BANKS AND HIS RELEASE COULD LEAD TO HIS BEING HARKED. THERE 
WAS NO REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PRESENT WHEN 

SPOKE TO THE JUDGE. AS A RESULT, THE JUDGE REVERSED HER 


DECISION. 
A DA 


FURTHER ADVISED THAT AT PREVIOUS HEARINGS IN 


PORTLAND, OREGON, BEFORE CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE PATRICK DOOLEY, 

Judge dooley has stated that if Oregon governor Robert straub 

DOES HOT SIGN OR ISSUE AN ORDER OF ARREST ON BANKS BY JULY 2, 1976, 


bS 

blC 


b6 l{ 
blC 

T 

I 


bS 

blC 


' ’ &<*■ 1 v - x r} r 

V';,r : v\j' . ’ ;■ .. 

* L t 1 * *v» * 1 * ** ■ * **■ M 1 * * 1 ■ y , : 

, ; . r ; ■/. . •». • —? ; 
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i O 


THE Date of his scheduled court appearance, he v?ill dismiss 


the south Dakota fugitive complaint whether banks is present 


OR NOT, SHOULD JUDGE DOOLEY DO THIS, HE 


WILL 


!, 


REQUEST an IMMEDIATE hearing regarding the circumstances of 
banks* RE-aRREST in SAN FRANCISCO, JULY 1, I9?S, AND THE FIRST 
WITNESS THAT HE WILL CALL WILL BE I 


1 


b€ 

b7C 


POfrTfAWP at PPPT1 ftM u «« flILL FOLLOW AND RCPO R- T RESULTS OF 
"IIC T RINO -, 

END 

•e* 

Mr* | 

wrr 




he 

b7C 


** , 
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REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 



J 


THE COUNCIL OF TWELVE APOSTLES 
CENTRAL PROFESSIONAL HOC. 

_TJ^WEST LEXINGTON 

toxT«r x 

TELEPHONE IU/8334000 \ 

June 30, 1976 



Mr. Clarence M. Kelly, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 



Your letter of June 15, 1976 was waiting for me when I returned to the office. / 
Thank you very much for your considerate reply. j 

DaiMVS O j 

I will be in touch with Mrl\ Banks concerning the matters he would want to discuss 1 

with you. We can well understand The sensitivities and complexities of our request 
and are very grateful for your willingness to discuss the possibilities. I 


i 

When I have further contact with Mr. Banks I will get back in touch with you. ! 



cc: Mr. Dennis'Banks 


I 


Sincerely yours. 



EX-106 


/S7-Z93o?~ [IS 

- 

14 JUL -6-1976 


3^ 












NR008 7>D CODE 


’M MITEL JULY 7, 1?.76 JHB 


DIRECTOR (8 ff-€gC30 -? ..... 
MINNEAPOLIS (157-^6) 


EAPP 

R APID 5 IT,Y <^T0**!08l34 ) 



fttturtfc tatotao UriKVt^Piws 

ssniw 


>]::Mo 8 1976 


¥P£ 


5aN FRAMCISC^>^88-15843) 

FROM 1/ P0RTL^ND^‘C88“7037) <P) 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM, 00: MINNEAPOLIS. 


.1? 


Dir..' ■ („ 

''t>ep.'-A.3t>.iAdaL_I 

DepM.D.-Inr_Lr 

A&st, Dir.: 11 

A dm. SrrysC M 
Kxt, 

Gs^l. X ' 

Idcnr. .. .. 

X^rc^a, 3/73; 

moratory 7__ 
i^r^l r Ha 
r;an. & _ 

Ke^, M, * Mt. 

Spoc. lav. . 
Training _ 

! Tetephon* Kza. _ 

Director S^y ,_ 


W 


RE PORTLAND NITEL CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, DATED JULY 6, 

1976. 

ON JULY,7, 1976, ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY (ADA) 

[ MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON, 
ADVISED THAT MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE PATRICK 
DOOLEY, PORTLAND, OREGON, ISSUED BENCH WARRANT JULY 7, 

F 

1976, CHARGING BANKS WITH CONTEMPT FOR FAILURE TO APPEAR 
IN MULTNOMAH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT ON JULY 2, 1976. 

ADA I I ADVISED THAT THIS WARRANT IS NOT EXTRA¬ 



DITABLE OUTSIDE THE STATE OF OREGON. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AT PORTLAND. 


PLS HOLD 


RiC . 

' 22 JUL18 1976 
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REORGANIZED CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTE 


THE COUNCtt Ofi 

Ml W£$T lEXINOlj 

* JftX t«t .t 

INDEfENDENCE, M 
TflTWOWTU'/Jl 


July 30, 1976 


A %$t. Cu/.i 
Adm« Serv, 

Ext. AtfoUs 
Fin, & Pei's. 

Oen. hy. ^_ 

Went. _ 

inspection - _ - 

Intel!. _. 
Lo^erotory r . 
Legal Covn. 

Plan. St Eva 1 
.R*c. M 9 nu 
Spec. tnv. _ 
Training /jj u 

Telephcne R»;^2v, 


•ryw* »nv 4 ^ 

Mr. Clarence M. Kelley, Director Training_ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation j T.i«pj,<„. r„ 

Washington, D.C. 20535 | , ’'^cf«$.cV 

> ' 7% 

Dear Mr. Kelley: ■*“' 

O 

I have now had an opportunity to talk wit h Mr. Dennis Banks about the topics ’ 

which he night want to discuss with you. His ultimate objective, of course, 
is to obtain Justice and protection for Indians and to reduce the tensions 
between the members of the American Indian Movement and the F.B.I. He believes 
that such an objective could be advanced if communication is established between 
you in such a way that trust could develop. Such communication would probably to 
need to begin with a meeting having a modest agenda and limited expectations. 4* 

Perhaps the beginning meeting, or series of meetings, could focus on a Sj 

delineation of the role of the F.B.I, on reservations. You referred in your 1 

letter to the F.B.I. having "no patrol jurisdiction on reservations.... an tv 

Investigative responsibility only." If Mr. Banks and the others in A.I.M. J 

could be helped to understand in reasonable detail the meaning of your state- $3 

ment, in the context of their experience, expectations would be clarified and 
the actions they observe better understood. r 

A second topic to be treated at some time might be the means of briefing or 
sensitizing the F.B.I. personnel operating on or near reservations with the 
unique problems which exist between mixed bloods and full bloods on reservations. 

I understand that such problems do exist and we who are white often make matters 
worse than they need to be through lack of understanding. If agents were aware 
of these sensitivities they could do much to reduce hostilities by giving atten- j 
tion to the manner in which they do their Jobs. 

Third, another topic of discussion would be the formation of a non-law enforcement 
group which might go into tense situations to discover the nature of the root 
problems. If this could be done before the application of force, some problems 
could be handled before force Is needed and/or may be diminished so that only 

“ ,or “ Is re ’“ lred - ST-103 %,-V30 fS7- 9. f3,? - W 

In the first meeting it may be enough that you and Mr. Banks establish a . 
communication link* I think we all understand something of the complexities of 
the problem with which we are dealing. The stakes are sufficiently high,/however, 
that the effort and risk seem worthwhile. > x - ■■ - *-*>.- j ./■ 

I Z1 1 /') o sttLcM 6 j 1— a 


Copy made for Tel©. Km* 

fiDt/a )*7L .1 


'C4HKJL. 




5A1UN2 1977 




CHURCH: WORLD HEAi), 


RS: 


ENDBNCl 






cfarence M. Kell 
Page 2 1 
July 30, 1976 



^1 will be In Pennsylvania iieel t of Ay^st 2 to 6 and will call your 

otjflce at ter you receive this letter and see if there Is need or opportunity ... 
me t6 visit you In Washingt on an<l'<iJscuss the nat ter"''turt fcer.V iSv'en'll"the 
1'agenda 1H ^CcepthbiG'Ehe'lffirtTrer of when and where' to' 'neetrana under what con- 
I dltions Is of considerable importance. 


Thank you very much for your consideration of this matter. 

_VAnrc 


WOKU> HiAPQWA WWW i THl AVMTOK1VM. iNPlfWOINCfc Ul««OVM 









•i ^^1^^3-14-74) 


Vs 


TraaMnit the following in , 


AIRTEL 


Date: 6/24/76 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 

(Precedence/ 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 

FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (157-846) (P) 

SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES ^NKS 

EM-AIM 

00: MINNEAPOLIS ^ 

ReMPairtel and LHM to Bureau, 3/31/76. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and four copies 
of an LHM dated and captioned as above. 

Enclosed for San Francisco and Portland are two copies 
each of LHM. 

Attached for the Bureau are two copies of an FD-376. 

Minneapolis will make local dissemination to U.S. Secret 
Service, Minneapolis, Minnesota, via FD-376. ^ 

Administrative : 

Per airtel from Director to SAC, Albany, 4/28/76,' 
captioned Attorney General's Guidelines for FBI, Infoimation - 
Gathering and Retention Policies, Domestic Security Investigations, 
Minneapolis is not submitting an LHM to justify continuation of 
full investigation of BANKS as this is being done when LHM is 
submitted justifying-^bntinued full investigation of the American 
Indian Movement, „ 


2S- Bureau (Enc. 5) w fRM) . vv 

3 - San Francisco (88-15843) (E 
2 - Portland (88-7637) (End,. 2) (RM) 


! -1SL312* 

jia mi t imp , 


,i?*" a* JUL 1 1976 * 






,rM 




Approved: _ 

K f J 0 li* in Charge 


■ M Per. 










MP 157-846 


As July 4, 1976, approaches and the Informant 
information and rumors Increase regarding the activities of 
AIM and other militant organizations, it should be 
pointed out to both Portland and San Francisco that DENNIS 
JAMES BANKS, National Executive Director for the AIM, in 
the past, has appeared either at or in the vicinity of 
confrontations between AIM and law enforcement agencies. 
Examples are Custer, South Dakota Courthouse riots 2/73; 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota Takeover, 2/73; RESMURS, 6/75, 
and Mt. Rushmore bombing 6/75, Thusly, BANKS' activities 
and whereabouts becomes increasingly significant. 


Minneapolis is aware that it is improbable 
BANKS would return to South Dakota where a confrontation 
is possible; further, his extradition to South Dakota 
carries a certain amount of threat. Nevertheless, past 
experience has shown BANKS' ability to be where the 
action is and in spite of his legal entanglements, 
Minneapolis considers BANKS a threat. 


MP T- l is 


(per request), 


1 ” |_ _ | x jr — ~ ~ l ~ ~ ' * l 

Bureau see San Francisco airtel to 


Director, 4/16/76, Cap tioned "AMERI CAN INDIAN MOVEMENT•(AIM); 
EM-AIM; 00; MP; BUFILE l r 


MP T-2 is I 
](per request). 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS .SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


LEADS 


PORTLAND 

AT PORTLAND, OREGON 

Follow and report extremist activities of BANKS, 
in event he returns -Portland. Provide Minneapolis with 
most recent photograph of BANKS available. 

SAN FRANCISCO 

i 

AT SAN FRANCISCO AND OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
1. Follow and report extremist activities of 

BANKS. 


he 

hlC 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


2 







2. Report results of investigation conducted 
as result of information provided by MP T-l In enclosed 
LHM. Also advise if BANKS’ residence is relocated in your 
division. Provide Minneapolis with most recent photograph 
of BANKS available. 








FD-35S (Rev,j2-17-75) 
pjmc* or th» di&ectok * 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2*»M 

June 24, 1976 


Director In Reply, Pleore Refer te 

United States Secret Service File No. 157-846 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20223 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. Q Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. □ Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. □ Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. □ Participation in civil disturbances, anti-U. S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

.a Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. Jx] Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U- S. 

Photograph fxl has been furnished Q enclosed I I is not available. 


Very truly yours. 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)) (1) 

U. S. Secret Service , Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosure(s) 








In Reply, flease Refer to 
File A'o. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
June 24, 1976 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Legal Process 

1 < 

In an international American Indian Movement 
(AIM) (See Appendix) press release, issued on Uune 12, 

1975, at Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the 
National AIM Convention, it listed Dennis Banks as the 
current National Executive Director of that organization. 

On May 12, 1976, the Portland Division of the FBI 
advised that on that date the trial of Dennis James Banks, 
and others, who were Indicted along with Banks by a 
Federal Grand Jury in Portland, Oregon on December 22, 

1975, on four counts of violations of the National 
Firearms Act and one count of being a convicted‘ielon 
in possession of a weapon, commenced in United States 
District Court, Portland, Oregon. 

The United States Attorney’s Office,, Portland, 
Oregon, advised the court the government would not be 
prepared to prosecute this matter until the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals had rendered a decision regarding a ruling by 
this Court suppressing evidence, seven cases of dynamite, 
seized in this matter. However, the Court dismissed 
the indictment against the defendants with prejudice 
stating that the delay in bringing this matter to trial 
was .clearly the fault of the government.. Thereafter, all 
defendants were released from the conditions of their bonds. 

****** 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 







DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On May ,14, 1976, the Portland Division of the 
FBI advised that Dennis James Banks appeared at the 
Multnomah County Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon, on 
May 13, 1976, to answer outstanding charges resulting 
from his failure to appear for sentencing in Custer, 

South Dakota, following his conviction on July 26, 1975, 

.for being armed during a riot and assault with a dangerous 
weapon without intent to kill. His bail was set at 
$10,000, pending a decision by the Governor of Oregon 
to extradite Banks to South Dakota- 

The Portland, Oregon Division of the FBI 
advised on June 11, 1976, that the Oregon Governor 
announced on June 9, 1976, he was no longer considering the 
extradition of Banks to South Dakota since Banks was in 
California and it was clear to him Banks would take up 
residence there. He then added the California Governor 
has extradition papers for Banks. 

The San Francisco Division .of the FBI advised 
that Dennis James Banks had on that date posted $10,000 
bond In Municipal Court, San Francisco, California; a 
.hearing on his extradition is scheduled for July 19, 1976. 

Activities ' , 

On April 15, 1976, HP T-l, with whom insufficient 
contact has been made to determine reliability, advised 






DENNIS J AMES BANKS 


On May 20, 1976, MP T-2, who has provided 
reliab le information in the past. advi sed Dennis James 
Banks j is currently 

st aylng at -t he Mac Leod Motel, Fort Mac JLeod t Alberta , 
Canada, wlthl I 













FD-376 ttfev.* l2-r/-75) 1 
owes or tbc oimcto* 



i 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D C. 20SJS 

June 24, 1976 


i 

• Director ' tn Reply, Pleo$* Refer to 

United States Secret Service Fife Ho. 157-846 

Department of the Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20223 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1* □ Threats or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2. O Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

-3. Q Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4- O Participation in civil disturbances, anti*U. S. demonstrations or hostile 
incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

3. Q Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. Q Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. , 

7. Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 
activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to U. S, 


Photograph © has been furnished Q enc l° $e< l Q * s n0 * available. 

Very truly yours, 

Clarence M. ; Kelley j 

Director / 



\ 

I » Special Agent in Charge <Enclosure<s» (1) 

U. S. Secret Service > Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Enclosure^) <1> 
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—^ 4 -fBDOW- BUREW Of INVES T, GATION 

- 4o«HlCffflOHS SECTION 

' ‘ JUU 021976 

\ NR 003 PD CODE / 

J\ 2*50 P M NIIEL/du Vt 2, 

TO: DIREofoR 

\< MINNEAPOLIS (.157-846) 


& 


MINNEAPOLIS (.157-84 6) 
RAPID CITY (70-10234) 


FROM: 


dennis James 


SAN FRANCISCO (88-15843) hMeIN^Zs'I^C^ASSIFIED 1 ^ 
PORTLAND (8&p?W) (P) 

lAMES^A^sfiLf-AlM. 00MINNEAPOLIS / 


Assoc. Dir* ■ 
^Dep.~A.b^A d7tt_ 

De^A.D.-In y-_ 

Asst Din: ’ 

Adoou Serr. 

Ext. AttaiM.lL 
Fin. & * >er f*J4v' 
Gen. Inr. 

Ident 1 ** 

Inspection , jdL. 

IntelL. TsrSMXIL 

Laboratory/ 

Legal Conn, - 
Plan. & EvaL _ 
Bee. Mgmtyid-^ 
Speo. InvfLm. 

Training Vi^rril 
Telephone Ea. b6 1 
Director S r • k1n 


date: 


[-AIM, 00MINNEAPOLIS 


RE PORTLAND NITEL JO FBIHQ, ET AL, JUNE 14 , 1976. 

on July 2 , 1976 , assistant district attorney (ada) 

I MULTNOMAH COUNTY, PORTLAND, OREGON, 
ADVISED that DENNIS JAMES BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO CUSTODY 
AT San FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, JULY |, 1976. IN CONTACT WITH 

| saN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
WAS TOLD THAT IN EFFECT BANKS HAD BEEN RETURNED TO 




custody by his attorney, 


im 


ALLEGED an INDIAN COUPLE, WHO HAD P^STJ^& THEIR BANK PASSBOOK 


°^/y 


V 8 


as part of the $ 5 , 000 .bail set for banks’ release at san w lli( a 

5 1976 Z 

FRANCISCO, HAD REQUESTED THEIR PASSBOOK BE RETURNED. THEREFORE, 


THE Bail ON banks WOULD Have TO BE FORFEITED^!) banks returned 


TO JAIL. 




STATED HE ALSO ASCERTAINED,THE FOl 

' L&IWL'/ 


W/iNG 


O-liA^rZt 7-k- 1L 1 '■ 




iT& 


-tP- 





ON JULY 1, 1976,|_(PRESENTED A REQUEST 

TO THE COURT AT SaH FRANCISCO THAT BANKS BE RELEASED ON HIS OWN 
RECOGNIZANCE SO THAT HE COULD APPEAR IN CIRCUIT COURT, PORTLAND, 
OREGON, JULY 2, 1976, AT 2:00 P.M., AS PREVIOUSLY SCHEDULED. 

THE COURT APPROVED THIS REQUEST. HE THEN TOOK THE APPROVED 
REQUEST TO BANKS FOR HIS SIGNATURE IN RESULTING RELEASE. 

| WHO WAS PRESENT, REFUSED TO ALLOW BANKS TO SIGN THIS 
REQUEST AND WENT DIRECTLY TO THE SAN FRANCISCO JUDGE WHO HAD 
GIVEN IT HER APPROVAL. IT APPEARS | | aLLSGED TO THE JUDGE 

that numerous threats of personal injury had been levied at 
banks and his release could lead to his being harmed, there 

was NO REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA PRESENT WHEN 

I SPOKE TO THE JUDGE. AS A RESULT, THE JUDGE REVERSED HER 
DECISION. 

ADa | | fuRTHER ADVISED THAT AT PREVIOUS HEARINGS IN 

PORTLAND, OREGON, BEFORE CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE PATRICK DOOLEY, 

Judge dooley has stated that if Oregon governor Robert straub 

DOES NOT SIGN OR ISSUE AN ORDER OF ARREST ON BANKS BY JULY 2, 1976, 










?AGE~THRE£. V P D 8 8-7637 

THE Date of his scheduled court appearance, he will dismiss 
the south Dakota fugitive complaint whether banks is present 


OR NOT. SHOULD JUDGE DOOLEY DO THIS, HE 


WILL 


REQUEST an IMMEDIATE HEARING REGARDING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
BANKS’ RE-ARREST IN SAN FRANCISCO, JULY !, I9?6, AND THE FIRST 
WITNESS THAT HE WILL CALL WILL BE | 

PORTLAND AT PORTLAND. WILL FOLLOW AND REPORT RESULTS OF 
HEARING. 


HOLD 


00 


be 

b7C 








FD-128 <tov. 3-12-74) 

* MAi 1>*3 6CHf<>M 
< 1 * <*"* *0 *> ^ 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

r 

Memorandum 




Director* FBI ( Bufile » X57~29309 

FR^^^^bnneapolis (157-846) 

subject, D0OUS JAMES ^NKS 
EM - AIM 


) DATE: 8/24/76 


The cautioned individual has beeh the subject of a security or extremist investigation by this office* The 
—SjCTftttgtttO^ ^ — . - ,- f ... r Division has verified the permanent presence of the subject in its division 

and working at th** addr^.«L**si li*t.pd h^Inw. Th«_S&CrftQOQ TO^ _ _ ,_ _„___ - - - - _^ Division is 


residing and working at the addresses listed below* The 
being considered tbe new Office of Origin. 



[I 




















HP 157-846 


following are serials being forwarded to 
new Of floe of Origin in this ease; 

KPlet to Charlotte, KASHRIP, 1/10/73 
BTlet and UK to Bureau, threatened demonstration, 
Pocatello H.S., Pocatello, Idaho, 1/18/73 
• KPmemo from correlation clerk. 1/5/72 
KPrep of 811 I 5/15/73 b6 

KPalrtel and UK "AIK-FtJHDING", 7/23/73 b7c 

IVUt and UK to Bureau "DENNIS OAVES BIKES" 7/25/73 
KPalrtel an d IBM "PBTNIS J AMES BAKES", 8/7/73 
KPrep of SA I I "DENNIS JAKES BAKES", 9/17/13 

KPlet and UK, W9 JAKES BAKES”, 9/26/73 
CGlet to Bweau with UK, 9/11/73 
IAlet and IKK to Bnvemu, 9/10/73 
KPalrtel and LHK to Bureau, 12/26/73 
LAairtel and IKK to Bureau, 12/19/73 
OX let and UK to Bureau, 3/18/74 

KPrep of SA I I 4/18/74 be 

KPalrtel and IKK to Bureau, 6/12/74 b?c 


KPrep of SA [ 


6/14/74 


KPlet and UK to Bureau, 9/16/74 
WPOairtel and UK to Bureau, 11/7/74 
KPlet and UK to Bureau, 12/16/74 
KPalrtel and UK to Bureau, 1/16/75 
Ugat Bern let to Bureau, 2/12/75 
KP PD-306 dated 3/21/75 
KPlet and UK to Bureau, 4/21/75 
KPlet and UK to Bureau. 7/2 /75 
KPrep of SAl I 9/29/75 

KPalrtel and UK to Bureau, 3/31/76 
KPalrtel and UK, 6/24/76 


b6 

b7C 


2 * - 








In Reply, Pleas* Refer P> 
File /Vo. 


* 4 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL’BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

August 24, 1976 



SUBJECT: 

CHARACTER: 

REFERENCE: 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


EXTREMIST MATTER 


Federal Bureau of Investigation memorandum 
at Minneapolis dated June 24, 1976. 


.Referenced communication contained subject’s residence and/or employment 
address. A recent change has been determined and is being set forth below (change 
only specified): 


Residence: 644-Alvarado, Apartment 244 
Davie, California 


Employment: 


/s9-&?309- 11 I 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI . It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents ore not to be distributed out side your agency , 


A 




OmONAl FORM NO. 10 


= * K edition •*- 

y OSK FFMR €41 Cf*» 


*„ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


J 

fkouX/: 


mi 

f*c. 


date: 9/24/76 


SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P) 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
ru EM - AIM 

i 00: SC 


Re Minneapolis FD-128, 8/24/76. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for San 
Francisco two copies, and for Minneapolis one copy of LHM, 
dated and captioned as above. 


One copy of LHM is being designated for U.S. Secret 
Service, Sacramento, with FD-376 attached thereto. 


By referenced FD-128, Sacramento was designated 00 
in this matter relating to captioned subject. 


SC T-l utilized in LHM is 


LEADS: 


SAN FRANCISCO: 


AT SAN FRANCISCO AND OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA: 


Will follow and report any extremist activities on 
the part of BANKS and results of hearing scheduled for 
11/15/76, regarding his extradition to South Dakota. 


SACRAMENTO: 


AT SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: 


Will continue to follow activities of BANKS, 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 


CONSIDEREfr/AKNIp AND DANGEROUS . TDjTQ 28^7 - 7 J> O V ~ 

Bureau (Enc?^5)(RM) £X"lOa 
2% San Francisco (88-15843) (Enc. 2)(RM) 3 SEP 27 1976 

1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Info)(Enc. 1)(RM) _ 

2 - Sacramento ' 


•™ :e ps ft -%s$ f £cs 

f d /ctfofMt 1 - 


I 


4 WW-i 


197® 


Buy UmSl Sayings'Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 2«»S 

September 24, 1976 

Director In Reply, Pleat* Refer *a 

United States Secret Service , Fil# Mo. 

Department of (he Treasury 

Washington, D. C. 20220 RE: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

Dear Sir: 

The information furnished herewith concerns an individual or organization believed 
to be covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Service concerning protective 
responsibilities, and to fall within the category or categories checked. 

1. O Threats, or actions against persons protected by Secret Service. 

2* □ Attempts or threats to redress grievances. 

3. O Threatening or abusive statement about U. S. or foreign official. 

4. □ Participation in civil disturbances, anti*U> S. demonstrations or hostile 

incidents against foreign diplomatic establishments. 

5. O Illegal bombing, bomb-making or other terrorist activity. 

6. O Defector from U. S. or indicates desire to defect. 

7. 121 Potentially dangerous because of background, emotional instability or 

activity in groups engaged in activities inimical to D. S- 

Photograph gn has been furnished O en dQsed Q is n °t available. 

Very truly yours, 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director, 




FB-376 (Rev. 10-9.73) 

« ornct or thc DikccroK 



1 - Special Agent in Charge (EncIosure<s)) 
U. S. Secret Service, Sacramento 

Enclosure(s) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Pleat* Refer to 

File Wo. Sacramento, California 

September 24, 1976 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


In an international American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(See Appendix) press release, issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the National AIM 
Convention, it listed Dennis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of that organization. 

\ On May 14, 1976, the Portland Division of the FBI 

advised that Dennis James Banks appeared at the Multnomah 
County Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon, on May 13, 1976, to * 
answer outstanding charges resulting from his failure to 
appear for sentencing in Custer, South Dakota, following his 
conviction on July 26, 1975, for being armed during a riot 
and assault with a dangerous weapon without intent to kill. 

His bail was set at $10,000 pending a decision by the Governor 
of Oregon toj extradite Banks to South Dakota. 

The Portland Division o % f the FBI advised on June 11, 
1976, that the Governor of Oregon announced on June 9, 1976, 
that he was no longer considering the extradition of Banks to 
South Dakota since Banks was in California, and it was clear 
to him Banks would take up residence there. He then added 
that the Governor of California has extradition papers for 
Banks. 


The San Francisco Division of the FBI advised that 
Dennis James Banks had on that date posted $10,000 bond in 
Municipal Court, San Francisco, California, and a hearing on 
his extradition is scheduled for July 19, 1976. 

An article appearing in the September 17, 1976, 
issue of the "Sacramento Union", a daily Sacramento, 
California newspaper, captioned "Bail Reduced", reads as 
follows: 


This document contains neither 
roconnendatlcns nor conclusions ot 

+!? e iff* property of 

the FBI and is loaned to your sgenoy. 
it and its contents are not to la 
distributed eutsido your 

/$ 0' ^ Sources whoso identities are concealed 

‘herein have furnished reliable informa- 
EHCLGSUflEtion in the past except where otherwise 
noted. 








DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


"A judge in San Francisco Thursday reduced bail for 
American Indian Movement leader Dennis Banks to 

( $2,500 and postponed until Nov. 15 a hearing on 
whether he would be extradited to South Dakota. to 
race armed riot and assault cnareesT Municipal 
Judge Mary Moran Pajalien said she was told Monday 
by the office of Gov. Brown that he had been busy 
with legislative matters and had not acted on an 
extradition warrant from South Dakota. The judge 
denied a request by Banks’ attorney, Dennis Roberts, 
to cancel completely the $5,500 bond on grounds the 
Indian leader, who is out on bail, had shown up for 
all court hearings. Banks, accompanied to court by 
several Indian associates, said he planned to start 
teaching tribal law and Indian philosophy Sept. 30 
at DQ University, near Davis.” 

Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University (DQU) is an 
Indian educational institution which is located on property 
formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communications facility. 

This property was seized by a band of militant Indians in 
November, 1970, having been abandoned by the U.S. Army, and 
the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare subse¬ 
quently provided funding enabling a so-called university to 
be established. 

Activities 

_ On September 17, 1976, SC T-l, who has knowledge! 

I that captioned subiect had 

apparently received an appointment as an instructor or 
assistant professor at DQU, commencing in the fall, 1976, and 
would be living somewhere in the vicinity of Davis or 
Woodland, California. 

On the same date, inquiry o f the manager at 644 
Alvarado Avenue, Davis, revealed that| 

\ at that address rrom July l, iy/b 
until August 31, 1976. Banks left a forwarding address of 
Box 409, Davis, California, c/o DQU. * 

It is noted that previous investigation concerning 
AIM has determined that Box 409 is assigned to DQU. 






DENNIS JAKES BANKS 


The above inquiry further determined that Banks and 
his wife were quite friendly with an unknown female who 
worked in the admini strative office of DQU and re sided in an 
apartment complex at | I Upon leaving 

644 Alvarado Avenue, Banks stated he intended to assume the 
position of a teacher at DQU for the forthcoming year. Banks 
also expressed the intention to hold some sort of benefit in 
the city of Davis to raise funds for student scholarships at 
DQU since federal monies had not yet been received for that 
purpose. Banks claimed that possibly the well-known enter¬ 
tainer, Harry Belafonte, might appear in support of this 
benefit. 


On September 1 7, 1976, inquiry of the manag er at 


the apartment complex at 


f 


advised 


that Dennis Banks and his wite were treouent v isitors to Apt 
I I at that address, which was being rented bvf ’ 

L 


who is an employee off 


] 


This individual recently moved to Apt. I_j at the same 


c 


address, which she has leased from September 1, 1976 to 
August 31. 1977. Two other individuals also reside with 


whose names are 


On the same date, contact with the UCD Police 
Department failed to reveal any current information regarding 
Dennis Banks or any knowledge of a possible forthcoming 
benefit to be held in the Davis area in support of DQU. 


ARMED AMD DANGEROUS 






AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 




A source advised on May 22, 1975, that th£ AIM was 
formed in 1968 at Minneapolis, Minnesota, as a civil rights 
organization v:ith stated goals to secure Indian self-determination 
and to eliminate the destructive tendencies of Christianity, 
white^oriented education and the Federal Government from Indian 
life, along with the yoke of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). 

All AIM chapters, leaders and members are not 
considered violence-prone; however, AIM members led by various 
violence-prone leaders have participated in the takeover of 
the BIA Building, Washington, D. C., in November, 1972, and 
participated in confrontations with local authorities which 
resulted in violence at Scottsbluff, Nebraska; the Rapid City - 
Custer area of South Dakota; the Occupation of Wounded Knee, 

South Dakota, by force of arms from February 27, 1973, through 
May 8, 1973. Since that time, AIM leaders, members and 
supporters have also been involved in numerous confrontations 
with local and Federal authorities, including the killing of 
a deputy sheriff in Arizona, the severe beating of two ( police 
officers in South Dakota, and extensively damaging a county 
courthouse at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Other incidents which 
AIM has been a party to included the takeover of the Alexian 
Brothers Novitiate, Gresham, Wisconsin; the Fairchild Plant, 
Shiprock, New Mexico; and a Pork Plant in Wagner, South Dakota, 
all occurring in early 1975. 

Two FBI Agents were ambushed and slain by Indians on 
June 26, 1975, on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, Indian Reserva¬ 
tion. On November 25, 1975, four Indians were indicted by a 
Federal Grand Jury in Rapid City, South Dakota, in connection with 
■the murder of the Agents. Sources advised on December 9,,. 1975,. .. 
that all four indicted Indians are members of the AIM. 






SAC, Sac&aento (157-4159) 

"ft'S'r *, • . * i 

1 Director, FBI l •* f 




November 4, 1976 





•' DERMIS JAMES BAKES 
EM -AIM 


Re SC letter and LBM 10/19/76 which LHX was to advise 
the Departnent of Justice of the justification for a continued 
full Investigation of subject* 

Referenced LHM is not being disseainated by FBIHQ 
for the following reasons: 

On page two, there is no connection shown between 
the killing of two FBI agents on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 

Indian Reservation and the subject. It should be shown that 
subject** indictment at Portland . Oregon, on 12/22 /75 was in 
connection with RESMURS fugitive ! ~~l b 

b 

The statement at the end of the last full paragraph 
on page two that the specific acts of force and violence associated 
with Banks have been documented by the news media is not acceptable. 
It is the responsibility of the FBI to document properly the basis 
for an Investigation* The Investigations Review Unit of the 
Departnent of Justice cannot be eapected to consult the news media 
to obtain the basis for an investigation* Accordingly, Sacramento 
i should submit an amended LHM adequat^rand completely documenting 
i Banks* involvement in acts of force and violence* 

' 1 - Minneapolis (157-846) 

1 - San Franclscp (88-15$43) 

JDP; ekw /? , > j ** * , 

(8) _ tkV 

It SMS _^^instructions relating to submission of LHM S 

a..,, c i ..lh-actbrdftbce-..wip Attorney General guidelines). r\T t </ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


TO 


FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 
lie, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (P) 

a 


subject: DENNIS JAMEodANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: SC 





•4 * m 


f 

date: 10/19/76 


ReBuairtel to Minneapolis, 9120176, enclosing for 
Minneapolis and interested offices a copy of the Attorney 
General's memorandum to the Director, FBI, dated 9/14/76, 
captioned "American Indian Movement", and SClet and LHM to 
Bureau, 9/24/76. 


Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and for 
Minneapolis and San Francisco one copy each of LHM setting 
forth justification for continued full investigation of 
subject BANKS. 


SC T-l is 


LEADS ; 

SACRAMENTO: 

AT SACRAMENTO.' CALIFORNIA : 

Will continue to follow activities of BANKS. 


b7D 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIESBANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED AfotED .AND DANGEROUS. 



J-“-\ I 

CZ-^ Bureau (Enc' (RM) 

1 - Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc. 1) (Info) (RM) 

1 - San Francisco (88-15843)(Enc. 1)(Info)(RM) 

2 - Sacramento , * 


-fi-l 


i; OCT 211976 



*019*110 






Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 









In Reply, Plew Refer to 
File Ho. 


J 

It 

$ 4 
a: 

v 

£ 


? 

<3 


sfi 


<3 

> 

'Q: /Cj 

<5 

«I 4i 
V v 

iQ ° 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Sacramento, California 
October 19, 1976 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Iii an international American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(See Appendi^) press release, issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, jin connection with the National AIM 
Convention, it\listed Dqnnis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of t 


b6 

b7C 


Background 


at organization. 


AccordingNto records of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapo.is, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks was 
born April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota. He is 
enrolled at the Leech Lake Reservation on roll #50 of 
Minnesota Chippewa TribeVBasic Role. Banks' father is 
unknown, and his mothen is listed as Annie Banks, deceased 
March 1, 1961. 1 \ 

Residence ana Employment 

_ On September! 17, 19^6, SC T-l, who has knowledge of 


b7D 


I I learned that Bahtcs had apparently received an appoint¬ 
ment as an instructor for assistant professor at Deganawidah 
Quetzalcoatl University (DQU) commencing in the fall of 1976, 
and would be living somewhere in t^ie vicinity of Davis or 
Woodland, California. 

On September 17,’ 1 976. inquiry at 644 Alvarado 
Avenue, Davis, re vealed that[ 


] from July I, 19/b until August 31, i.y/6. 


b6 

b7C 


Banks left a forwarding address of Box 409, Davis, California. 


It is noted 


that previous investigation concerning 


AIM has determined that Box 409 is assigned to DQU. 


TM& document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
the FBI, It is the property ot 
the FBI and is loaned to your age&cy; 
it and its contents aro not to ho 
distributed outside your agency 


Sources whose identities are concealed 
herein have fur hi shod reliable inxcrma- 
tion in the past except vnerc ovhorw*6ft 

notod - i5n-m&- )1/ 

ENCLoSUitK ' U f 


1 









DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


DQU is an Indian educational institution which is 
located on property formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communi¬ 
cations facility. This property was seized by a band of 
militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned by 
the U.S. Amy, and thfe U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be established. 

-n/ On September* 29, 1976, in an attempt to interview 
Banks concerning a criminal matter, inquiry was made at 1905 
Anderson Court, Davis,lwhich inquiry received a response that 
Banks was expected to return to that address at approximately 
3:00 p.m. on the same cate. 

Activities I 

Banks Has been associated with the following AIM 
activities: \ I 

Takeover\of/the BIA Building, Washington, 

D.C., in November, 1972 

Occupation\pf Wounded Knee, South Dakota, 

by force ofl arms from February 27, 1973 - 

May 8, 1973\ 

Two FBI Agjents were ambushed and slain by Indians 
on June 26, 1975, on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota Indian 
Reservation. Four Indiips were indicted by the Federal Grand 
Jury, Rapid City, South Dakota, and all four are members of 
AIM. / \ 


On December 22, 1975, Banks and others were indicted 
by Federal Grand Jury, Portland, Oregon, on four counts of 
violations of the/National Firearms Act and one count of 
being a convicted' felon in possession of a weapon. The 
specific acts of/force and violence associated with Banks 
have been documented by the news media. 

Physical Description 


Subject is described\as follows: 





DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Race :■ 

Sex: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Scars and Marks: 


FBI #: 

Military #: 
Minneapolis Police 
Department # 

Recommendation 


American Indian 
Male 

April 12, 1937 
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
5'11" 

170 pounds 
Black, long 
Brown 
Copper 
Medium ' 

Tattoo, "Japan 54-57", right 
upper arm; ^Dagger", right fore¬ 
arm; left arm - Social Security 
Account # "502-28-0630 u and spade 
118 417 D 

Air Force 703-557-0251 
47315 


In view of subject's documented history of acts 
of force and violence anc in view of his position of 
National Executive Director of AIM, continued full investiga¬ 
tion of the activities ox Banks appears warranted. 
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UNITED STAtH^OVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 



FR 



V 


[/SAC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (P) 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: Sacramento 



date: 11/5/76 



,yv\ 

10/19/76. 


Re Sacramento letter and LHM to the Bureau, 


SAT 


The follo wing investigation was conducted by 


DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 


b6 

b7C 


On 10/20/76, Officer 


University 


of California at Davis (UCD) Police Department, Davis, 
advised that records of that department failed to reflect 
any information concerning DENNIS JAMES BANKS. 


b6 

b7C 


On 10/20/76, 


Community 


Relations Officer, Police Department, Davis, upon being 
contacted concerning DENNIS JAMES BANKS, provided the 
following information: 


| | advised that his department was 

well aware of the presence of BANKS at Deganawidah 
Quetzalcoatl University (DQU). He advised that BANKS 
has been no problem to the Police Department and that 
he had an appointment with BANKS at 2:00 p.ra. on that 
date. 



I stated that BANKS had agreed to 
talk with him since he was working through the California 
Aggie Christian Association and that the purpose of the 
association was to furnish a means of coordination 
and liaison with the many ethnicflcgoups attending the 
Universities in the Davis, community. He advised that ^ 

MS Si-Tk EX1Q4 BFr,?i 151- <£■? 


bS 

b7C 


70 M 


Bureau (FM) W REC-2I 

3 - Minneapolis (Rapid 1 i'CityV (RM) 

2 - Sacramento ' 

JRB/mlr 

231976 Ofl 


3 NOV 8 1976 
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b7C 
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SC 157-4159 



the Davis Police Department was not aware of any vehicles 
being utilized by BANKS and did not know where he was 
residing. He stated that the appointment with BANKS 
was to be held at the DQU campus. 



On 10/28/76,||u. S. Probation and 
Parol Office, Federal Building, 050 Capitol Mall . 
Sacramento, California, advised thatl T had 

directed a letter dated 10/12/76 to 


| wherein she 

tanged her plan s and did not 
I She indicated 
anned to remain in the 
area and requested that her 




She indicated that she was then livm 


_| She indicated that she had applied for 

housing at the [ ~| and that the 

housing authority had assured her that action would be 
taken on her application for housing hv 10/7.1/76._, 


he had just received a teleph one call from a female 
attorney who gave her name as I I indicating sh£_ 

calling from JUrfHFrancisco and was rep resenting! 

ladvised that! Istated 


3SFVH 




mentioned, advised that in his 10/20/76 meeting with 


2 


















2 


r*v 2 




SC 1S7-41S9 


BANKS, the meeting centered on a discussion of community 
relations programs of the Davis Police Department. He 
advised that BANKS had indicated that he teaches two 
courses a week at DQU and that it would be only on rare 
occasions he would travel into the city of Davis. He 
stated BANKS assured him the Davis Police Department 
would have his complete cooperation, that there was no 
drugs, firearms or excessive alcohol at DQU and that 
he was welcome to monitor classes or Indian community- 
type functions at DQU. BANKS'claimed that he did not 
trust the FBI but that he would cooperate fully with 
the Davis Police Department and that if they had problems 
with Indians or the arrest of an Indian, including himself, 
that it would only require a telephone call and that 
person would present himself to the Davis Police Department. 


I _ | stated that in his contact with 

BANKS, he did not determine where BANKS was residing or 
the type of vehicle he was utilizing and was left with 
the impression that BANKS is residing in one of the 
dormitories on the campus of DQU. 

LEADS: 


MINNEAPOLIS 


AT RAPID CITY^ SOUTH DAKOTA. 


Wil l conta ct 
1 or 


U. S. Federal Probation and Parole Officers 

Lto determine whether in their contact with [ 
‘whether she mentioned the plans of[ 


I 


the subject, as far as his returning to the South Dakota 
area or plans to remain in the Davis, California, area. 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CO¥SIDE^ED”"A^ied” aNddaNgerouS” 


3 
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* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


TO *• DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


date: 12/7/76 




FRANCISCO (100-79338)(P) 


SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
EM- AIM 
00: Sacramento 

j\r> 

Re Sacramento letter to Director, 9/24/76. 

On 11/24/76, investigation conducted by San 
Francisco Division regarding extradition hearing for 
BANKS revealed that he appeared before Municipal Court 
Judge PAJALICH, San Francisco, on 11/15/76, and that 
this hearing on his extradition to South Dakota was 
.postponed until 1/17/77, at 9:30 a.m. in the San 
Francisco^Municipal Court. BANKS posted a $500 bail 
before Judge PAJALICH and he was subsequently released. 

LEADS 

. SAN FRANCISCO 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA : Will follow and 
report results of hearing scheduled for 1/17/77. 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED* AND DANGEROUS. 




#• 
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V - Bureau (RM) 

"2 - Sacramento (157-4159)(RM) 

1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Info)(RM) 

2 - San Francisco 
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UNITED STATES G C^-lN MENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P) 

/£> 


date: 12/6/76 


subject: 


JA 


DENNIS/oAMES BANKS 
EM -/AIM 

ooy%c 


ReBulet to Sacramento, 11/4/76. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and for 
Minneapolis and San Francisco one copy each of LHM setting 
forth justification for continued full investigation of ' 


torth justirlc 
subject BANKS. 


SC T-l is 
SC T-2 is 



LEADS: 


P'-s 

O 

V) 


SACRAMENTO : 

AT SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA : 

Will continue to follow activities of BANKS. 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES. BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. ' 
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In Reply, Please Refer u> 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Sacramento, California 
December 6, 1976 


DENNIS JAME$ BANKS 


In an international/ American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(See Appendix) press release/ issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the National AIM 
Convention, it listed 1 Dennis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of\ that organization. 

Background \ / 

According to \cecbxds of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks was born 
April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota. He is enrolled at 
the Leech Lake Reservation on roll #50 of Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe Basic Role. Banks’K father is unknown, and his mother 
is listed as Annie BanksAdeceased March 1, 1961. 


Residence and Employment 


On September 


Ij, ^, 976 , 


SC T-l, who has knowledge of 


| learned that Banks had. apparently received an appoint¬ 
ment as an instructor Or assistant professor at Deganawidah 
Quetzalcoatl University (DQU)\commencing in the fall of 1976, 1 

and would be living somewhere in the vicinity of Davis or 1 

Woodland, California./ \ 

On September 17, 1976\ Inquiry at 644 Alvarado 
Avenue. Davis, revealed tha q I i 

_._I from July 1, 19,76 until August"31, 197o. ] 

Banks left a forwarding address of B ox 409»_tfavis, California . 

It is noted that previous investigation concerning 
AIM has determined that Box 409 ils assigned to DQU. 

This doc/icent contains norther 
reconaeddations nor conclusions of 
the 73 u It is the propenty of 
the 7B3 and is loaned to yrnir agency; 
it and/its contents are nov to bo 
distributed outside your agency » 

" I£7'^93df'/2 L I 

rr'pinciiRB Sources whose identities are concealed 
herein have furnished reliable informa¬ 
tion in the past except where otherwise 
noted. 






DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


DQU is an Indian educational institution which is 
located on property formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communi¬ 
cations facility. This property was seized by a band of 
militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned by 
the U.S. Army, and the U.S. ^Department of Health, Education 


and Welfare subsequently pro 
university to be established. 


ivided funding enabling a so-called 


On November 18, 19 
continues to reside, at 644 4 

On November 18, 19 
instructing in two topics at 
philosophy in religion and 

Activities 


76, SC T-l advised that Banks 
lvarado Avenue, Davis, California. 


76, SC T-l advised that Banks 
DQU, namely native American 
federal Indian law seminar. 


is 


On July 13, 1 
Judicial, Prevention and 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapoli 
Banks is a principal leade' 
violence. 


orcement Service, Bureau ot Indian 
Minnesota, advised that Dennis 
of AIM and is an advocate of 


Banks, in a spee^ 
Native American Student A 
Pocatello, Idaho, described 
responsible for the "Trail o 
that traveled to Washington, 



on December 12, 1972, to the 
iiation at Idaho State University, 
Urnself as a caravan chairman 
Broken Treaties", the group 
j.C. and occupied the BIA Head¬ 
quarters Building on November ^-8, 1972. He is reported as 
stating, "This country wis founded on violence. Violence is 
a very normal thing. It/s the most normal thing you and I 
know of - violence is the only thing this country understands. 
The Indian wars have not ended/{ The above information 
appeared in the "Idaho ptate Journal", the evening newspaper 
of Pocatello, Idaho. 

On February 27, 1973, Members of AIM with non- 
Indian supporters, seized hostages and by force of arms 
occupied the town of wounded Kneel South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked J six memberslof AIM were wounded, two 
fatally, two federal/officers werd wounded, one permanently 
paralyzed, in several exchanges ofi 
and surrounding government forces.! 
occupation ended by the surrender I _ 

More than 200 arrests were made inbconnection with the 
occupation. 


gunfire between occupants 
On May 8, 1973, the 
>f the remaining occupants. 


- • 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On January 25, 1974, SC T-2 advised that during 
the occupation of Wounded Knee, Banks carried a .45, a .38, 
and a Japanese pistol. 


The October 11, 1974, edition of the ’’Winnipeg 
Free Press”, Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article, 

"Government - Indian Clash Best Method: Banks." In this 
article. Banks stated that violent confrontations have proven 
to be the best method of getning governments to listen to 
Indian problems and Indians vnlll continue to use it as long 
as government official's fail to live up to their responsibili¬ 
ties. Banks told a large audience of students at the University 
of Manitoba that this iS the only way the U.S. Government will 
listen. Banks further stated that if governments stop listen¬ 
ing again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be only a 
warning of more large-scale actions to come. 

As a result of Banks’ activities at Wounded Knee, 
on March 20, 1973, he was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury 
at Sioux Falls, South Dakota ,1 on charges of Crime on an Indian 
Reservation - Burglary, Larceny, Arson; Assaulting a Federal 
Officer; Impeding and Interfering with Federal Officers During 
the Commission of a Civil Disorder; Unlawful Possession of 
Unregistered Firearms (specifically molotov cocktails); and 
Conspiracy. Also in connection with the Wounded Knee incident. 
Banks was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury iri Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota, on April 10, /L973, on two counts of assaulting 
federal officers. This indictment was in connection with the 
shooting of an FBI Agent and a united States Marshal who was 
partially paralyzed. / \ 

On June 25, 1973, Bank! surrendered himself to a 
Deputy U.S. Marshal and Jan FBI Agent at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and immediately/appeared before James H. Wilson, U.S. 
Magistrate, Rapid City,/South Dakata, who set bond at $105,000. 
On June 28, 1973, Banks was released on bond. 


On April 15/ 1976, SC T-3, with whom insufficient 


conta< 


3 






On May 21, 1975, Bank's spoke at the ceremonies 
opening an AIM-sponsored “survival school** in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He stated that AIM was "joining forces with 
Third World groups located in Micronesia, South Africa, and 
South America". \ I 


Physical Description 


Subject is described as follows: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Scars and Marks: 


FBI #: , 

Military #: / 

Minneapolis Police 
Department #: / 


American Indian 
,MUe 

M>ril 12, 1937 
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
3 * 11 " 

170 pounds 
slack, long 
Brown 
fcopper 
(Medium 

’TatJtoo, "Japan 54-57", right 
upper arm; "Dagger", right fore¬ 
arm! left arm - Social Security 
Account #"502-28-0630" and spade 
118 fcl7 D 

Air Force 703-557-0251 
47313 











DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Recommendation 


In view of subject's documented history of acts of 
force and violence and in view of his position of National 
Executive Director of AIM, continued full investigation of 
the activities of Banks appears warranted. 

in view\f PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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1 - Sacramento Field Guidance 
1 - 1 be 
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SAC, Sacramento (1S7-4159) 


Director, FBI (157-29309) 


1/5/77 

PERSONAL ATTENTION 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 

EM - AMERICAN INDIAN MOVEMENT (AIM) 


AV\ ReSClet and LHM 10/^9/76, Bulet to Sacramento 
11/4/76 and SClet and LHM 12/6/76.^1 

Referenced Sacramento 10/19/76 LHM was submitted 
as a memorandum justifying the continued full investigation 
of subject in view of nis activities and position in AIM 
which is the subject of a full investigation as approved 
by the Attorney General. 

Referenced Bureau letter pointed out that the 
Sacramento 10/19/76 LHM showed no connection between the 
killing of two FBI Agents on the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
Indian Reservation and the subject. This incident was 
referred to in the LHM. The paragraph following did not 
mention this incident but stated that subject had been 
-indicted at Portland, Oregon, on 12/22/75 on various 
charges. Subject*s Indictment was not related in the 
LHI to the murder of the FBI Agents. Referenced Bureau 
letter specifically instructed that it should be shown 
that sub ject*s indictment was in connection with RESMURS 
fugitive 


c 
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Referenced Sacramento LHM 12/6/76 makes”’So 
reference to either of the above incidents. Tfris,,LH 

contains on 3 an A A informatlnn ot 
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PB1HQ tiles indicate that hone of th e Informa tion furnished by 




was ever confirmed and in fact 


activities were 


U^l 
fUe. * 

Meet. 


such following his contact with the FBI to indicate that 
information should not be considered reliable. 

This April, 1976, Information is followed in the LHM 
!by incidents occurring in 1974 and 1975. 


1 - Minneapolis (157-846) 
!l\- San Francisco ^(88-15843) 
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si \: s , Letter to SAC,, Sacramento ' •; 

Re: • Dehnia 'Jerries .Banks^'-V - • '="./;•• 

157-29309 i ‘ 


t The information furnished by ] | which was ; 

•not 'included in your 10/19/76 LHM, should not be ;• • • • ;..•; 

included in an LHM documenting activitie s': of Banks. ; 

' As instructed in referenced Bureau letter the 
information show ing an as sociation between Banks and . 
tRBSMURS' fugitive l | should be included in the LHM 

in a manner to .snow this connection.' . “ • - 

v - ^; The LHM should set forth the information in a • 
logical and chronological sequence. ' 

The amended LHM should be submitted promptly, 
within one week of the receipt of this communication. 

: , IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. - 
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' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum . 

to (Director, fbi (157-29309) 

$1/ 

from /^SAC , SACRAMENTO ( 157-4159) (P) 


subject: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
t& &i - AIM 

,J 00: Sacramento 


date: 1/14/77 




Re Bureau letter to Sacramento, 1/5/77, and 
Sacramento letter and LHM dated 12/6/76 ,^v| 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies and 
for Minneapolis and San Francisco, one copy each of 
LHM setting forth justification for continued full 
investigation of subject BANKS. 


SC T-l is 


SC T-2 is 


LEADS : 

SACRAMENTO 

At Sacramento, California : 
follow activities of BANKS. 



Will continue to 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS . 

'Vr?***' | 

C2V Bureau '(Enc.-5) (RM) 

Minneapolis (157-846) (Enc.-l) (Info) (RM) 

1 - San Francisco (88-15843) (Enc.-l) (Info) (RM) 

2 - Sacramento , ^ , a q 

™=jk ' . "REC-49 /C7-^7jfZ. 
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SC 157-4159 


NON-SYMBOL NUMBER SOURCE PAGE 


SC T-3 is 


(Protect), 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE PAGE SHOULD 
BE DETACHED PRIOR TO ROUTING TO 
RESIDENT AGENCY. 
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File No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Sacramento, California 

January 14, 1977 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


In an international American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(see Appendix) press release, issued on June 12, 1975, at 
Farmington, New Mexico, in connection with the National AIM 
Convention, it listed Dennis Banks as the current National 
Executive Director of that organization. 

BACKGROUND 


According to ..records of the'jBureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks was born 
April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota.' He is enrolled at 
the Leech Lake Reservation on Roll #50 of Minnesota Chippewa 
Tribe Basic Role. Banks' father is unknown, and his mother 
is listed as Annie Banks, deceased March 1, 1961. 

RESIDENCE AND EMPLOYMENT 

_ On September 17. 1976. SC T-l, who has knowledge of _ 

b7D 

learned that Banks had apparently received an appointment as 
an instructor or assistant professor at Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl 
University (DQU) commencing in the fall of 1976,'and would be 
living somewhere in the viciiiity of Davis or Woodland, California. 

b6 

On Septemb er 17, 1976, inquiry at 644 Alvarado Avenue, b7c 
Davis, revealed that I I 

I [ from July 1, 1976 until August 31, 1976. Banks left a 

forwarding address of Box 409, Davis, California. 

j A 

Sources whose identities are concealed herein 
have furnished reliable information in the 
past except where otherwise noted. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 


WLOS US8J / n 

/S l-zr}op jr 
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DENNIS JAKES BANKS 



It is noted that previous investigation con¬ 
cerning AIM has determined that Box 409 is assigned to 
DQU. 


DQU is an Indian educational institution which 
is located on property formerly occupied by a U. S. Army 
communications facility. This property was seized by a band 
of militant Indians in November/ 1970, having been abandoned 
by the U. S. Amy, and the U. S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be’established. 

On November 18, 1976, SC T-l advised that Banks 
continues to reside at 644 Alvarado Avenue, Davis, California. 

On November 18, 1976, SC T-l advised that Banks 
is instructing in two topics at DQU, namely native American 
philosophy in religion and a Federal Indian law seminar. 

ACTIVITIES 


On July 13, 1972,|__ | 

Judicial, Prevention and Enforcement Service, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised that Dennis 
Banks is a principal leader of AIM and is an advocate of 
violence. 


Banks, in a speech on December 12, 1972, to the 
Native American Student Association at Idaho State University, 
Pocatello, Idaho, described himself as a caravan chairman 
responsible for the "Trail of Broken Treaties", the group 
that traveled to Washington, D. C. and occupied the BIA Head¬ 
quarters Building on November 2-8, 1972. He is reported as 
stating, "This country was founded on violence. Violence is 
a very normal thing. It's the most normal thing you and I 
know of - violence is the only thing this country understands. 
The Indian wars have not ended". The above information 
appeared in the "Idaho State Journal", the evening newspaper 
of Pocatello, Idaho. 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On February 27, 1973, members of AIM with non- 
Indian supporters, seized hostages and by force of arms 
occupied the town of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation, during which parts of the town were 
burned and ransacked, six members of AIM were wounded, two 
fatally, two Federal officers were wounded, one permanently 
paralyzed, in several exhcanges of gunfire between occupants 
and surrounding Government forces. On May 8, 1973, the 
occupation ended by the surrender of the remaining occupants. 
More than 200 arrests were made in connection with the 
occupation. 

As a result of Banks' activities at Wounded,Knee, 
on March 20, 1973, he wa s indicted by a Federa l_ G ra nd Jur y 
a t Sioux Falls, South Dakota", on charges of Cr ime-on—an^Indian 
Reservatio nBurglar y , Larceny,_A rson;_A ssaultin g a.Fe deral 
Officery^Impe ding and inter fering with -Federa l officers During 
the Commission of a CivilTD'isorder; Unlawful Possession of 
Unregistered Firearms (specifically molotov cocktails); and 
Conspiracy. Also in connection with the Wounded Knee incident. 
Banks was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Sioux Falls, 

South Dakota, on April 10, 1973, on two counts of, assaulting 
Federal officers. This indictment was in connection with the 
shooting of an FBI Agent and a United States Marshal who was 
partially paralyzed. 

On June 25, 1973, Banks surrendered himself to a 
Deputy U. S. Marshal and an FBI Agent at Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and immediately appeared before James H. Wilson, U. S. 
Magistrate, Rapid City, South Dakota, who set bond at $105,000. 
On June 28, 1973, Banks was released on bond. 

On January 25, 1974, SC T-2 advised that during 
the occupation of Wounded Knee, Banks carried a .45, a .38, 
and a Japanese pistol. 

The, October 11, 1974, edition of the"Winnipeg Free 
Press", Winnipeg, Manitoba, carried an article, "Government - 
Indian Clash Best Method: Banks." In this article. Banks 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


stated that violent confrontations have proven to be the 
best method of getting Governments to listen to Indian 
problems and Indians will continue to use it as long as 
Government officials fail to live up to their responsibilities. 
Banks told a large audience of students at the University of 
Manitoba that this is the only way the U. S. Government will 
listen. Banks further stated that if Governments stop listen¬ 
ing again, that actions such as Wounded Knee could be only a 
warning of more large-scale actions to come. 

On October 11, 1974. SC T-3, a confidential sourc e 

ahroad . t-hat* I I 


On May 21, 1975, Banks spoke at the ceremonies 
opening an AIM-sponsored "survival school" in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. He stated that AIM was "joining forces with 
Third World groups located in Micronesia, South Africa, 
and South America". 


On June 26, 1975, two FBI Agents were ambused and 
slain by Indians, while conducting an investigation on the 
Pine Ridge, South"Dakota Indian Reservation. Four Indians 
were indicted by the Federal Grand Jury on November 25, 1975, 
charged with the premeditated murders of the two FBI Agents. 


was one of the four Indians ch arged 
rn tne above indictment. In addition to the above, ] 

in November, 1972, was charged with "Unlawful Flight to Avoid 
Prosecution", in connection with his attempted murder of a 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin police officer. I ~1 was a Federal 

Fugitive at the time the two FBI Agents were slain. 

4 1 


Investigation placed f I in Seattle, Washington, 

in Novembe r, 1975, accompanied by Dennis James Banks. Sub¬ 
sequently, was reported to be traveling with companions 

in a motor home and a Plymouth station wagon. 










DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


On November 14, 1975, the motor home and 
Plymouth station wagon wer e stopped by Oregon State Police, 
Ontario, Oregon. I I fled frorn the scene of the stop, 

believed accompanied by another male. Four individua ls 
were arrested at the scene, one o f which was I I 


___ Investigation placed 

Banks in Ontario, Oregon in November, 1975, and that he 
was traveling with friends in the motor home. 


LEGAL PROCESS 


As a result of the above incident. Banks, _ j 

~1 and three other persons were indicted by the 
Federal Grand Jury, Portland, Oregon, on November 25, 1975. 

The indictment returned contained nine counts charging 
violation of Title 26, U. S. Code, Sections 5841, 5842, 
5861(D), 5861(H) and 5871. Banks was naiped specifically 
in Count Ten, "convicted felon did wilfully possess.firearms". 


On January 24, 1976, Banks was apprehended in San 
Francisco, California, on the above charges. 

On May 12, 1976, the indictment was dismissed 
against Banks and the other defendants’in the U. S. District 
Court, Portland, Oregon. The Court, in dismissing the 
indictment,' stated the delay in bringing this matter to 
trial was the fault of the Government. 


On November 15, 1976, Banks appeared in Municipal 
Court, San Francisco, California, for a hearing on his 
extradition to South Dakota, where he is charged with "Armed 
Riot and assault". The hearing was continued to January 17, 
1977. 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Subject is described as follows: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Date of birth: 
Place of birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 

Build: 

Scars and Marks: 


FBI Number: 

Military Number: 
Minneapolis Police 
Department Number: 

RECOMMENDATION 


American Indian 
Male 

April 12, 1937 
Federal Dam, Minnesota 
5'll” * 

170 pounds 
Black, long 
Brown 
Copper 
Medium 

Tattoo, "Japan 54-57", 
right upper arm; "Dagger 
right forearm; left arm. 
Social Security Account 
#502-28-0630", and Spade 
118.417 D ■ 

Air Force 703-557-0251 

47315 

I 


In view of subject's documented history of acts 
of force and violence and in view of his position of National 
Executive Director of AIM, continued full investigation of 
the activities of Banks appears warranted. 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 




5*169 (5*19-76) 
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The Attorney General TB&&& 

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
Investigation Review Unit 
Director, FBI 


1-26-77 



£> 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS-AIM 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in¬ 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 



Reference: 


Enclosures: 



1 

N. 

«■> 

fe 

I 

«o s 

03 «- 


l j 


fyi A memorandum to notify you of 

□ An extended preliminary investigation 
r~l A limited investigation 
fjl A full investigation 

I—j A 90-day progress report 
f —1 An annual report 
n Other 


Request of Department: 

j—i It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
continued full investigation is warranted. 


1 —i Other RE&-26 

Q'-Zfli / 

Bureau File Number: 157-29309 
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UNITER STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : 

1 

DIRECTpETTBI (157-29309) 

FROM 

w ^ 

N SAC SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338) (P) 

subject: 

DENNIS JAMES^ANKS 


EM - AIM 


OO: Sacramento 
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\ - 


date: 2/2/77 




Re San Francisco letter to the Bureau, 12/7/76. 



On 1/24/77,[ 


___ San Francisco Police 

Department Intelligence Unit, advised that BANKS appeared at 
Department 19, Municipal Court, San Francisco, before Judge 
PAJAEICH on 1/17/77, for extradition hearing. However, the 
hearing was continued to 4/18/77, and^b ail co ntinued. 


LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO 


AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, Will follow and 
report results of hearing scheduled for 4/18/77, 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOOED BB 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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- Bureau (RM) 

2 - Sacramento (157-4159) 

1 - Minneapolis (157-846) 

2 - San Francisco 
JRH/sdc 

(7) 
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(RM) 

(Info,) 
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Last June and July we had some correspondence relative to possible dis¬ 
cussions between you and Mr, D ennis aanks^ directed towards lessening the 
tensions between the F.B.I.' and A.i.M. My last telephone communications 
indicated that you would be responding as soon as you had tine to make 
the appropriate consultations within the government. 


Since we now have a new President and Attorney General, I hope you will 
be able to raise the earlier question in a sympathetic climate which 
vould lead to the discussions we hope for. To delay or ignore the inquiry 
tends to add to the problems of opening communication channels. 


I am enclosing a copy of my July 30 letter for your ready information 
Thank you for your attention to our request. 

_Sincerely vours._ Z 
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July 30, 1976 


Mr* Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr* Kelley: 




I have nov had an opportunity to talk vlth Mr* Dennis Banks about the topics '•••/; 
which he night want to discuss vlth you* Hie ultimata objective, of course, '-' 
is to obtain justice and protection for Indians and to reduce the tensions - S' 
between the members of the American Indian Movement and the F*B.l. Be belfsFef « 
that sueh an objective could be advanced if conxunlcatlon is established ^between 
you In such a way that trust could develop* Such communication would p^atyvT^J^ 
need to begin vlth a meeting having a modest agenda and limited expectations. 

-.V*’ < x ? 

Perhaps the beginning meeting, or series of meetings, could focus on' . .£/ 

dellneetlon of the role of the F.B*I* on reservations. Tou referred/fa. your . ’ 
letter to the 7.B.1* having "no patrol jurisdiction on reservations* *V«v v 

Investigative responsibility only." If Mr. Banks and the others . 

could be helped to understand In reasonable detail the neanlngof your; siuktart I vV 
sent, in the context of their experience, expectations vould ba clarifl^d aad ' v 

the actions they obsarva bat tar undarstood. ^ ■'j 

1 ' '• 

k second topic to be treated at soma time might be the means of : briefing 
aeneitising the F.B.I. personnel operating on or near raaarvationa Vlth: ' 

unique problems which exist between mixed bloods and full bloods on rssarystipnsV- > 
Z understand that such problems do exist and we who ara vhlte often T^yt/TSttprs-'; ■' 
worse than they need to be through lack of understanding,* 1 If ■ gtnta yijrV'its>i;> ",I . 
of these sensitivities they could do much to reduce hostilities by giving sgge«r; 

tion to the manner in which they do their jobs* f ’ ' : V- ' • . 

1 4 . . * 

* . *»* <;••» 1 ’* 

Third, another topic of discussion would be the formation of a non-law enforcement 
group which might go into tense situations to discover the aetyrp of ths root V 
problems* If this could ba dons before tha application qf fores, sons problems 
could be handled befors force is nssdsd end/or may be diminished so that only' 
minimal 1 force is rsqulrsd* »V* 


b * ■ 

r is 


In the first meeting it may ba enough that you and Mr. Banks establish a< ’ , 

communication link* I think va all understand something of tha complexities of ■ 
the problem with which we are dealing. Tha stakes are sufficiently high, .however, 
that ths sffort and risk seam worthwhile. v .* ; ,■ f ■*> 




• .rV"r 
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I will be in Pennsylvania during the week of August 2 to 6 and will call your 
office after you receive this letter and see If there Is need or opportunity 
for ne to vlelt you in Washington and discuss the natter further. Even If the 
agenda Is acceptable the natter of whan and where to neat and under what con** 
dltlons is of considerable Inportance. 

Thank you very nuch for your consideration of this natter. 

p 

Sincerely yours. 


Clarence 
Page 2 
July 30, 


M. Kell 
1976 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR FBI (157-29309) 


FROM 


oSt 


SAC SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338) (P) 


date: 4/22/77 


I subject: 




DENNIS JAME^BANKS 

EM - AIM 

00: Sacramento 




Re San Francisco letter to Bureau/ 2/2/77. 

On 4/21/77, I I Department 19 

Municipal Court, San Francisco, California, advised that 
matter regarding BANKS was continued again until 7/19/77, and 
his bail continued, 

LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, Will follow and 
report results of hearing scheduled for 7/19/77, 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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UNITED’STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum. 




TO 


PROM 


subject: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


date: 


J 




AC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P) 


Qk 


DENNIS JAMES'BANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: SC 


ReSClet and LHM to Bureau, 1/14/77; LAairtel to 
Sacramento, 4/15/77; and SFlet to Bureau, 4/22/77 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for 
Minneapolis one copy, and for San Francisco two copies of, 
LHM setting forth justification for continued full inves¬ 
tigation of subject BANKS. 

SC T-l is 

SC T-2 is 


LEADS: 


SAN FRANCISCO : 

' AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA : 

Will follow and report results of extradition 


hearing scheduled for 


ana repo 
7/19/77. 


IN VIEW OF FAST ACTIVITIES. BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS" 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Sacramento, California 
April 27, 1977 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Background 

According to records of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA), Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dennis James Banks 
was born April 12, 1937, at Federal Dam, Minnesota. He is 
enrolled at the Leech Lake Reservation on Roll #50 of 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Basic Role. Banks' father is 
unknown, and his mother is listed as Annie Banks, deceased 
March 1, 1961. 

Residence and Employment 

_ On February 4, 1977, SC T-l, who has knowledge of 

| b7D 

I advised that Dennis Banks continues to reside in 
Davis where he is one of eight considered faculty members at 
Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University (DQU). His residence is 
the campus dormitory. 

DQU is an Indian educational institution which is 
located on property formerly occupied by a U.S. Army communi¬ 
cations facility. This property was seized by a band of 
militant Indians in November, 1970, having been abandoned by 
the U.S. Army, and the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare subsequently provided funding enabling a so-called 
university to be established. 

i 

Activities 


On January 19, 1977, the Las Vegas Office advised 
that Dennis Banks and other American Indian Movement (AIM) 
(see Appendix) leaders were then in Carson City, Nevada, 
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-jIM a document contains neither 
reconaendations nor conclusions of 
the X&l. It ie the property of 
the T3I ar.fi Is loaned to your agency; 
It and its contents are not to he 
distributed outside your agency 





enclosure 


Sources whose identities are ..concealed 
herein have furnished reliable informa¬ 
tion in the past except where otherwise 
noted. 






DENNIS JAKES BANKS 


stating that the Nevada State Prison discriminates against 
Indian prisoners for having organized a small group called 
"The Tribe”, which was described as merely a group of 
Indians practicing their religious and cultural heritage. 

On February 4, 1977, SC T-l advised that there are 
eight currently employed persons at DQU who act as faculty 
members, one of whom is Dennis Banks, a national AIM leader. 

On February 15, 1977, SC T-l advised that Dennis 
Banks served as the master of ceremonies at a demonstration 
sponsored, in part, by AIM on February 11, 1977, in front of 
State Capitol Building #1, Sacramento, California. 

SC T-l stated that the purpose of the demonstration 
was to mobilize support to fight extradition p roceedings out- ' . 

standing against AIM leaders, Dennis Banks and l I b6 

Banks identified himself as presently employed as an instructor b 7c 
at DQU near Davis. He thanked the people of California for 
their support and petitions which have enabled him to remain 
free in California and away from “the assassinations in South 
Dakota”. The demonstration was attended by approximately 300 
individuals. 

On June 26, 1975, two Agents of the FBI were ambushed 
and slain by Indians while conducting an investigation on the 
Pine Ridge, South Dakota Indian reservation. Four Indians 
were indicted by the Federal Grand Jury on November 25, 1975, 
charged with the premeditated murders of the two FBI Agents - 

| b6 

| was one of the four Indians charged in the above b7c 

indictment. 

An article appearing in the San Joaquin Delta 
College (SJDC), Stockton, California, campus newspaper "Empact”, 
dated March 25, 1977, authored by Dar Piatt, captioned "Past 
American Indian Movement Leader Banks Aims For Righting Wrongs 
To Indians", reflects that Banks spoke to SJDC students and 
that the theme of his message was "It's hard to be Indian.” 


2 








DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


The article refers to Banks as the "newly retired leader of 
the American Indian Movement". A paragraph in this article 
reads as follows: 

"After retiring as head of AIM a little less 
than a week ago, Banks wants to concentrate on 
agriculture at DQU in Davis so he can come to 
understand more of Mother Earth. At present he 
is teaching Federal Indian Law at the University 
of California at Davis." 


On April 12, 1977, SC T-2, who is familiar with 

ATM -in fho Tr>c Anooloe_form 1 a_aroa_advised 


SC T-2 stated he did not know how long Banks planned to ■ 
remain in the Los Angeles area. 


Legal Process 


On January 24, 1977, 


San 


Francisco, California Police Department Intelligence Unit, 
advised that Banks appeared at Department 19, Municipal Court, 
San Francisco, before Judge Pajalich on January 17, 1977, for 
an extradition hearing. The hearing was continued to 
April 18, 1977, and bail was continued. 


On April 21, 1977, 1 | 

Department 19, Municipal Court, San Francisco, advised that 
the extradition matter regarding Banks was continued again 
until July 19, 1977, and bail for Banks was continued. 


On April 26, 1977, the "San Francisco Chronicle", 
a daily San Francisco newspaper, carried an article captioned 
"Court Orders Indian Leader Extradited". In essence, the 
California State Court of Appeal said that since the Governor 
of California "has failed or refused to perform this mandatory, 
ministerial duty, South Dakota's, petition must be granted." 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 

cqnsidered~akhed and dangerous. —- 


hS 

blC 

b7D 


bS 

hlC 


bS 

hlC 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

^ Memorandum 




1 - Mr. R. G. Held 
1 - Mr. J. B. Adams 

1 - Mr. D. W. Mnor<=>. Jr. 
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TO 


: Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr. 

from : S. S. Mignosa' 

0 

subject; .DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM 


date: 5/5/77 

1 - Mr. S. S. Mignosa 

I -I 
1 - 


Amt. £*«- A L _ 

p4 aJ> UhV 

D«p, AO y. 

Aui 
A^m* $«i 
CAm. 1a y. 

& fwt 
,, < . mt 
I , - 

Cov«. b7C 
Pl**v 4 

1a v.-- 

T*fk ^rvk^. 

TmUU|^ T--U.- 

fvWu AW* 0 #U 

T«f«*K4A« *m»_ 
0W<t4/« 


Purpose is to advise of information received from a 
source of unknown reliability indicating De nnis James Banks« 
convicted of local charges in South Dakota. I~ 


b7D 


DETAILS ; Dennis James Banks, National Executive Director of the 
extremist American Indian Movement (AIM), was convicted on 
July 26, 1975, for being armed during a riot and assault with 
a dangerous weapon without intent to kill. Subsequently, Banks 
failed to appear for sentencing in Custer, South Dakota. 

On May 13, 1976, Banks appeared at the Multnomah County 
Circuit Court, Portland, Oregon, to answer charges resulting from 
his failure to appear for sentencing. His bail was set at . fa 

^$10,000 pending a decision by the Governor of Oregon to 'K 

extradite him to South Dakota. On June 9, 1976, the Governor 
of Oregon announced that he was no longer considering the 
extradition of Banks since Banks was residing in California and 
the Governor of California has extradition papers for Banks. 

An Unlawful Flight to Avoid 

issued for Banks and he was arrested^bv Bureau Agents in 




California. 




ei MAY 12 1377 J 

Subsequently, Banks appeared in Municipals^ j 

San Francisco, California, and posted $10,000 bond. .The _ J 

Governor of California refused to extradite him and the State 
of South Dakota appealed the California Governor's refusal to the 
California Appellate Court. The California Appellate Court 
ruled in favor of the State of South Dakota. The Governor oj 
California has 60 days in which to appeal the Appellate Co yd. : f s 
ruling. This hearing is scheduled for 7/19/17'. 
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Memorandum to Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr. 

Re: Dennis James Banks 
157-29309 

On May k/ 1977, our Portland Office received information 
from a source of unknown reliability indicating that Banks has been 
teachin g at D. Q/Universitv in Davis California. This source 
advised! , | b7D 


Banks is currently the subject of a full investigation, 
office of origin, Sacramento. Pertinent offices have been 
alerted concerning the above information and appropriate leads 
are outstanding in an attempt to -verify the 1 information 
furnished by the Portland source. You will be kept advised 
of any pertinent developments. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. 




APPROVED! 
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Director. 
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JULY 1»73 COITION 

OSA FPMR {41 CFRJ 101-1 l.e 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


subject: 


6 


MR. H 



date: 5/6/77 


from : J. B. 


REQUEST FOR CONFERENCE 


For some time,[ 




Laboratory . 
L«ga! Coon. _ 
PJati. A InSp. 
R«c. M^nt. __ 

Spec. Irv, _ 

Tacb. Servi. - 
Training _ 


Public Affs. Otf.^ 

Talaphona Rm._ 

Dlrftttor’i $«c*y _ 


b6 

b7C 



__ I has fc^rrlnterested in arranging 

a conference between Mr. Kelley and Dennis uanks d irected toward 
lessening the tensions between the Fm ancfthe" American Indian Movement 
(AIM). The Director has indicated his willingness to meet in this regard; 
h owever, it has not been considered feasible until after the pending trial 
of f ~| which has recently been completed. It was felt that a 

meeting with Banks might be exploited in some way for publicity during 
the trial of I I The matter has been further compounded by the fact 

that Banks failed to appear for sentencing in South Dakota by local authorities 
on charges involving weapon offenses. An UFAP warrant was issued for 
Banks; he was arrested by the FBI in California and the Governor of 
California refused to extradite him. The matter was appealed to the 
California Appellate Court which ruled in favor of South Dakota, ordering 
the extradition of Banks to South Dakota. The Governor of California has 
60 days to appeal this ruling and this .hearing is currently scheduled for 7/ 

LlM , lib'' £136 <7 - 7 M. 

_ | on 5/4/77 and advised him of Mr/Kelley's b6 

willingness to meet with hi m and Banks at such time as Banks' current b7c 

difficulties were resolved. I I expressed his appreciation, felt 

that such a meeting would be meaningful, and would not be exploited for 
publicity purposes but might contribute to a lessening of tensions between the 
FBI and AIM. I told him that we are interested in any reason able means of 
reducing such tension and that he may desire to consider having some other 
individual meet with Mr. Kelley in the event Banks may not be^ayfp^-, 
some period of time. 


I contacted 


19/77. 


expressed appreciation and indicated he would be in 


touch with me at a later date. 
ACTION: None. Information only. 




APPROVE 

f 

t 

Director 


JB A: am 
(4) 

1 - Mr. Tib Id JT 
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datc, Hay 24, 1977 


FEDSRAlTGOVSRM * a ^JjNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

sn memorandum 


RCM-YTO 
ATTN OFi 


SUBJECT I 




Investigation^Review Unit^^» 

Dennis James Banks 
DS-AIM 

Director, FBI 

/f?- !>v‘7~/jr-7 / 

By letter of transmittal dated 1/26/77 you advised us 
that a "full domestic security investigation was opened on 
the above-named subject. Our records show that a 90-day 
progress report was due with regard to this matter on 
4/26/77. To date we have not received it. Please forward 
this report to us at your earliest convenience. 


AY 


w 

fir 


s i 
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MAILED 4 


Airtol 


5/30/77 
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To: SAC, Sacramento (157-4159) 
From; Director, FBI (157-29309) 

i 

O 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM 
(BUDED: 6/10/77) 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 

1 - I 

1 - Mr. Mignosa 

1 H 'I 

1 - Sacramento Guidance 
Folder 

1 -I-1 


a 

CQ * 


AD A4*,_ 
0^ AO bw. M 
Afttv Oai 

CAm. tn v. 
ff« 4 & ftri. , 
U«nl. -- 1 ■ -- - 

Cov*. 4 ^, 
& Iaijs 
Wyvf.-- 

sp«c* Uv. -- _ r - - 

T«K $*rvi.tt^ 

Ti^ Ath$ - — — 

t vb!i« Aff*. 

Rm. 

Ofl» A. Mfctt 


Reurlet and LHM 1/14/77, initiating full domestic 
socurity investigation regarding captioned subject. 

The Attorney General Guidelines for domestic security 
investigations require that a progress report be submitted to 
the Department of Justice 90 days after the initiation of a 
full domestic security investigation, and the results at the 
end of each year the investigation continues. Since the /fV 
Department was advised of this full investigation by refere/ced 1 
LHM, you should, if not already done, promptly submit a / 
progress report in this matter in compliance with Buded. / 


NOTE ; Subject is National Executive Director of the extremist 
American Indian Movement. He was convicted in 7/75 for being 
armed during a riot and assault with a dangerous weapon without 
intent to kill. Subject failed to appear for sentencing and 
is currently residing in California, where the Governor 
refused to extradite him to South Dakota. The state of South 
Dakota is still attempting, through California Appelate Court, 
to extradite subject. Buded is necessary to avoid any 
unnecessary delay in submission of a progress report which is 
already delinquent. I/O// 
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The Attorney General 

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
Investigation Review Unit 

Director, FBI 

TENNIS JAMES BANKS FEDERAL OOVETffiS^ 

DS - AIM 


6/2/77 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in¬ 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 

Reference: FBI letter 1/26/77 


Enclosures: 

PH A memorandum to notify you of 

I—j An extended preliminary investigation 
I—| A limited investigation 
1 —l A full investigation 

ft A 90-day progress report 
I—t An annual report 
n Other 



Request of Department: 

I—| It is requested that you determine in writing whether 
continued full investigation is warrantee 

m Other ' ' dll 


rmine in writing whether t *7 £ 


22 JUN B 1977 


Bureau File Number: 257-29309 
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UNITED STATES G™£RNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR FBI (157-29309) 


date: 


. 7/22/77 


xvCa/^KTs. 


SAN FRANCISCO (X00-79338) (P) 


subject: DENNIS JAMESHBANKS 

EM - AIM 

OO: Sacramento . . 

/Pt 

Re San Francisco letter to Bureau dated A/22/11 . 

On 7/21/77. 1 I Department 

// 19, Municipal Court, San Francisco, advised that matter 

^ regarding BANKS* extradition was continued until 10/21/77. 


LEAD 


SAN FRANCISCO 


AT SAN‘FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. Will follow and report 
* hearing scheduled for 10/21/77. 


IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 






Kfraa. jf'l' 
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© - Bureau (RM) , , , i■ 

1 - Minneapolis (157-846) (info;) (RM) 

2 - Sacramento (157-4159) (RM) 

2 - San Francisco 





^ /sdo .... 


■ 

AUG 2 U.S. Savings Bonds Ktgularly on sht Payroll Savings Plan 








0-19 (Rev. 4*6*76) 


Execution By 
Extradition?) 


Berkeley Barb, May 20 - 20 t 1077 


"There ere a number of things involv¬ 
ing my oxTi case which border on a very 
moral concern: that's whether the judicial * 
system has the authority, the right, or 
the desire, to send me to my death with¬ 
out facing any type of execution sentence. 
There is evidence that / **7/ in all pro¬ 
bability be killed if 1 am sent to South 
Dakota prisons t Do the courts have thojt 1 
authority ? M ("' 

— Dennis Bank*"*— 

by Sharon Skolnick ^ > 

/-.Saturday noon, May 21st, a rally will 
take place at San Francisco’s Civic Cen¬ 
ter in support of Governor Jerry Brown’s 
stand to resist the extradition of Ameri¬ 
can Indian Movement <A1M) leader Den¬ 
nis Banks* Religious leaders Jim Jones 


4JMf^ r^gjj 


and Cecil Williams will join AIM mem¬ 
bers in support of Banks, a Chippewa 
Indian from Leech Lake, Minnesota and 
currently an instructor in Native Ameri¬ 
can religion and philosophy and federal 
Indian law at D-Q University near Davis. 

In the past year over75Q,000signatures 
have gone to the Governor’s Office urging 
against Banks’ extradition to South Dako¬ 
ta, where evidence suggests the AIM lea¬ 
ders life would be in Jeopardy. 

Banks fied South Dakota in 1975 Just 
prior to sentencing on riot-and-assault 
charges stemming from a racial/political 
confrontation in the town of Custer. Flee¬ 
ing westward,* Banks was ‘Ttftrbored” by 
his good friend Lehman Brightman, a 
teacher in the Native Studies Program 
at Contra Costa College. Arrested and 
briefly Jailed, Banks was freed on bail 
and released in California where he .sub¬ 
sequently began to teach and was instru¬ 
mental in bringing the sacred Sun Dance 
ccVemony .to the West for the first tl*e 
itf history. 

/South Dakota attorney , general Willtau 
Janklow promised white Sooth Dakotans 
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~ ' The Washington Post —. 

Washington Star^News—, 
Daily News (New York) _ 
The New York Tisaes 
The Wall Street Journal.-. 
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; 3 fun to the AIM *1 a'** <hat ,S *0 put 

■ » fcul/et through^it *■«£»? fcca<l *«*put 

, «W venrfetta aS;^ ££** ** * * 1 *- 

bBl attorney. <Sc tr£. » $ * ho - as a <*. 
rape of a YoarZtZ-**. Jan How f or th* 

1 '“vestJSJteft®!JottT2i! ted .* n "‘ en S'vc’ ^ 

. nionths of silence h„ CaSe ' Aftcr several 

* S*° Franci *co Ch/ridu* ** 0| * J in toe 

. here i s ‘'subseth **f **"* * hat 

,hr «* to bunks' mJ. ! J <,ence ” of a 
Dakota, and Hat he tad*"**** ,n 8001,1 
fc e would sign caoe« r 8rav * ^Ws*’ 
0° April 25 extradition. 

; ww. c« rt „vS;S‘ ft ' ™ rt *>■ 

°f mandamus, ordering n* ,SSWC<J a writ 

Me Barits ontt.* „ nn ^ ® rown to extra, 
and South Dakota thatCa,,f °™'a 

sUtes** and have/L '* 11 ^ “sister 
"«UcaUy return S c K| 1 Cm . Cnt to au &- 
^ ,s premise would s ^itives. 
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icly “mandatory, ministerial" function -* 
fa kind of Zombie hand with a pen. 

Jerry Brown stated that he will appeal 
the lower court's decision to the Califor¬ 
nia Supreme Court, and then act pursuant 
to the decision of that court. Now the 
question becomes: What are the discre¬ 
tionary powers of a California governor 
in light of substantial evidence of a life- 
threatening situation to a fugitive seeking 
sanctuary? 

4 The case involves other things, bor¬ 
dering on constitutional !aw t on states* 
rights, on governors* rights and human 
rights/* Banks says, ‘There are a loti 
of people whd arp concerned about the l 
rights, not only of one man, but of many 
individuals in South Dakota —/ 1 

Banks is above all a traditional man, 
and his direction is spiritual in nature. 
Politics and spirituality arc seen by many 
traditional Native Americans as inextri¬ 
cably intertwined. This spirituality has 
carried the indigenous peoples of North 
America through 400 years of atrocities 
so gross and subtle, so insidious and 
pervasive, that it seems the dominant 
culture itself would rather avoid the Is¬ 
sue and evidence completely than peer 
into Amcrica*$ bloody reflection. 

With Dennis Banks, spirituality encom¬ 
passes politics. He is an evocative speak¬ 
er, in close touch with the realities and 
dreams of his people. Tirpd stereotypes 
b)ic the dust wherever he goes, and may¬ 
be that’s what frightens status-quo white 
South Dakotans the most. Could it be 
time for them also to begin to wipe the 
dusty anglo fingerprints off the,Americq;n 
nrirxor and take a good look? 
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Memorandum 
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Mr. s. s. Mignosa 
date: q/14/77 


from : s. S. Mignosa^; 
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SUBJECT: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM 


***** Art* 0?U 

T+T*?ko«« ^ 

Pw<*/» l*<*y _ 



PURPOSE : To advise of information received from a source 

of our Seattle Office indicating Dennis Jam es Banks, _ 

convicted of local charges in South Dakota/ 

]and of plans to ootam 
uniawtui flight process regarding Banks. 


b7D 


SYNOPSIS: Dennis James Banks, National Executive Director 
of the extremist American Indian Movement (AIM), was 
convicted on 7/26/75, for being armed during a riot and 
assault with a dangerous weapon without intent to kill. 
Subsequently, Banks failed to appear for sentencing in 
Custer, South Dakota. Banks currently resides at Davis, 
California, where the Governor of California has refused 
to extradite him to South Dakota. The State of South Dakota 
has appealed the California Governor's refusal to the 
California Appellate Court, which has ruled in favor of the 
State of South Dakota. The Governor of California has in 
turn appealed the Appellate Court's ruling. 



Our Seattle Office advises that one of their 
security informants I 


b7D 



Our Minneapolis Office has ind£££ted that local 
authorities in Custer have requested FBI*«sfedfet£nce and the 



United States Attorney has, .indicated he will authorize 
unlawful flight process once Banks departs t he State o 
California. Seattle indicates j}fs informant [ 
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Memorandum to Mr. D. W. Moore, 3r. 

'Re: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS -- AIM 
157-29309 

should comment as to whether this case warrants such action. 
.Seattle was telenhqnically advised | 

_| You will be kept advised of pertinent 

data. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. 
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DETAILS : Information previously received indicated Dennis 

James Banks, National Executive Director of the extremist 

AIM. I I b7D 


| .Banks was initially convicted on 7/26/75, for being 
armed during a riot and assault ’ with a dangerous weapon 
without intent to kill. Subsequently, Banks failed to appear 
for sentencing in Custer. 

/ 

An Unlawful Flight to Avoid Prosecution (UFAP) 
warrant was issued for Banks, and he was arrested by Bureau 
Agents in California, but the Governor of California refused 
to extradite him. The State of South Dakota appealed the 
California Governor’s refusal to the California Appellate 
Court, which ruled in favor of South Dakota. The Governor 
of California appealed the Appellate Court's ruling. 


A security informant of our Seattle O ffice, who 


has furnished reliable information in the past. 
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Memorandum to Mr. D. W. Moore, Jr, 
Re: DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM 
157-29309 
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DENNIS JAMES^BANKS, EM-AIM, Op: MINNEAPOLIS^ ^ 

RESETEL SEPTEMBER »77. ^ 

INVESTIGATION AT SEATTLE REFLECTS TOT BANKS STILL INTENDS 

TO TRAVEL FROM CALIFORNIA TO CANADA A ND HIS EXACT DATE IS UNKNOWN 

- 7 SEP 21 1977 

OTHER THAN IT IS ANTICIPATED HIS DEPARTURE WILL BE DURING THE 

PERIOD- SEPTEMBER 20 THROUGH 24, 1977. PERTINENT INFORMATION 

DEVELOPED THIS DATE REFLECTS BANKS INTENDS TO TRAVEL IN A TOTAL 

*, ■* 

OF FOUR VEHICLES TO CANADA. INFORMATION INDICATES THAT IF BANKS 
DOES IN FACT TRAVEL IN THIS NUMBER OF VEHICLES THAT SOME OF THESE 


. XSFlOX 
JAti 20 1973 






57 SEP 2 81977 
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VEHICLES WILL INCLUDE SUPPORTERS OF BANKS THAT WILL BE CARRYING 
VARIOUS TYPES OF ARMS AS PROTECTION FOR BANKS DURING HIS FLIGHT. 
IN VIEW OF THIS, ALL OFFICES THAT WILL BE INVOLVED IN THE TENTA¬ 
TIVE surveillance of banks should exercise extreme care. 

SEATTLE i WILL CONTINUE INVESTIGATION AND APPROPRIATELY 
ADVISE RECEIVING OFFICES. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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Sa> M 5 53 >77 


TO DIRECTOR 


rPORTLAM) 
RAPID Cl 


fr88-7637> 
Vi (88- 6431) 


2)- PRIORITY 
PRIORITY 
PRIORITY 



AfcSOC. Dtf_ ? 

Dep. AD Adboci_ f 

1>*jk AD Inv -— / 

Asst Dj.i_ 

Adm. ServV-^tl 
Crito. bv JBS > 

Ffc). fir P^ira *-V / 

Jogflt 

Ini ft!l- || 

LnWr^nry . jj 

Legal C!™™ I 

PI<50. <& 1U 

Kec. - ivj 

spoc. Tnv |jy> 

Tech, S*m _ llfc) g 
Ttgaoia y . 

Public At!*. OH_“7 C 

Telephon* Rax—_ [ Jr 
I>iertor'« S*c"y _‘Ijk 


SEATTLE (88-5066) PRIORITY 


frs t ns-i S? / x. 

DENNIS JAMES^BANKS; EM - AIM* 00s RAPID CITY. ^ 

RE SEATTLE TELEPHONE CALLS TO SACRAMENTO, SEPT. 16, 1577, AND 
SEPT. 15, 1577. 

FOR INFORMATIOiToFTECEIVING OFFICES, SACRAMENTO HaS BEEN CON¬ 
DUCTING DISCREET SPOT CHECKS OF SUBJECT’S RESIDENCE. aN INDIVIDUAL 



BELIEVED TO BE SUBJECT 


, OBSERVED a^HIS RESIDENCE, AFTERNOON OF 
THAT TI^HE APPEARED TO BE WORKING ON THE , — ^ 

REC-7Q, /S'? —1 &YSO 9 ^ / 

R VAN, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFTEBrX^ 


SEPT. IS, 1577, A® AT THAT TIMS'HE APPEARED TO BE WORKING ON THE 

REC-7Q, /Si —: d*Y30 9 

MOTOR OF A RED TRUCK OR VAN, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFTEUrX-^ - —* ‘-A 
THE FOLLOWING TWO VEHICLES HAVE BEEN AT SUBJECT’S RESIDENCE 

UP ^3 1977 

ON A CONTINUING BASISs _. , [» ./ ■ 




__I_XEROX 

JAN 10 1978 U\a_ 
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1 Cl> 1970 BEIGE TOYOTA SEDAN,| 
REGISTERED TO 


^ p - g OH S | 


LICENSE 


<2> 


1964 GREEN PLYMOUTH STATION WAGON, 


LICENSE 


I I pg^TCrrorn t ft I ‘ L 

P -WHib VLHICLL UbUALLI PAHKC.U in bUbdtl/l* S 

GARAGE.)- 

AS PREVIOUSLY POINTED OUT TO SEATTLE, CONTINUOUS COVERAGE OF 
SUBJECTS REISDENCE UNDER DISCREET AND SECURE CONDITIONS IS 
IMPOSSIBLE. COVERAGE OF SUBJECT* S ACTIVITIES AND MOVEMENTS AT DqU 
UNIVERSITY ALSO IMPOSSIBLE, DUE TO TIGHT SECURITY. IN VIEW OF THIS, 
SACRAMENTO IS CONTINUING PERIODIC DISCREET SPOT CHECKS OF RESIDENCE 
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FM RAPID CITY- C88-6431) <P) 

TO DIRECTOR <157-29309) PRIORITY 
PORTLAND/ (88-7637) PRIORITY 
SACRAMENTO (89-147) PRIORITY 

I 

SEATTLE (88-9066) PRIORITY 
BT 

E F T 0 

ATTENTION INTO. DA£ 

DENNIS JAMES BANKS; EM - AIM. 


Assoa - 

Dep. AD Ariffu —> 
Dep> AD tny. - 
tXr, 

Ads* 

Crtnx. 

Fieri- & Per*. 

Went. 

Intel!, 




terror! C:\in~ 


Flan. & 

Pic, M$nt- 

Spec,: 


Tech, Serv-fn 

__ 

Public AfU. oaj^ 
TeUpbon* ?j »—L 


ALL mCBXMIOB comiHED X 


L/fa SACRAMENTO TELETYPES TO BUREAU DATED SEPTEMBER. 20 AND 
^22, 1977. 


ON SEPTEMBER 28, 1977, S.^ PROBATION OFFICER, SOUTH DAKOTA, 


ADVISED A PROBATIONER,! 
FROM THE 


ii ,• > 


f- 


• fliU 

< V.; ,11 


(^- REC-59 jS / J'' ai 



, A jT'ul.ic' 

■-ii Jr,dr Jy, 


iA l: 


l XEROX 

JAN 10 T978 IHa^ 



HAS BEEN TRAVELING 



5 5 OCT 171977 












ASSOCIATE, RENTED A FORD F-60 U-HAUL TRUCK, VIN F60CC3F7061, IN 
RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA, AND SINCE THEN l ~ 


AND 


ASSOCIATES HAVE BEEN TRAVELING TO AND FROM THE WEST COAST, 
POSSIBLY IN THAT TRUCK. NCIC NEGATIVE ON VIN. 

RENTAL TRUCK REPORTEDLY OVERDUE BUT HAS NOT BEEN TURNED IN. 
PR03ATI0N OFFICER ADVISED A 


OFFICE, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, ADVISED HIM 


YOLO COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

MAY BE IN 


POSSESSION OF STOLEN RENTAL TRUCK WHICH HAS BEEN TRANSPORTED 
FROM SOUTH DAKOTA TO CALIFORNIA. I I NDICATED HE IS WELL 
AWARE OF I ' 


AND HIS ASSOCIATES AT D. Q. UNI VERSITY. 


RAPID CITY OPENING SEPARATE ITSMV INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
THE FORD TRUCK. 

FOR INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, PROBATION OFFICER 
ADVISED A CARAVAN OF NATIVE AMERICANS, INCLUDING 


AND 


ASSOCIATES, SCHEDULED TO LEAVE D. Q. UNIVERSITY EN ROUTE THE 
STATE OF WASHINGTON ON OCTOBER 5, 1977. U-HAUL TRUCK MAY BE 
INVOLVED IN THAT CARAVAN. 


he 

hlC 
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he 

hlC 


he 

hlC 


RAPID CITY IS UNAWARE OF LICENSE NUMBER OF TRUCK OR OF 
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SO UR PE" FROM WHICH IT WAS ALLEGEDLY RENTED. 

IF FEASIBLE, SACRAMENTO WILL ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE LICENSE 
NUMBER OF TRUCK IF OBSERVED DURING COURSE OF INVESTIGATION 
REFERRED TO' IN REFERENCED TELETYPES AND WILL SUTEL RAPID CITY 
SO OWNERSHIP OF VEHICLE MAY BE DETERMINED. 

ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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’’UNITED STATES C^TRNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (88-62638) 


date: 


11/25/77 


FROM 


SAC, PORTLAND (88-7637) (RUC) 


subject: 


DENNIS JAMESHBANKS; 
DS - AIM 

(00: Rapid City) 


Re Sacramento airtel to the Bureau, 10/18/77, captioned 
"DENNIS JAMES BANKS; DS-AIM, 00: Sacramento." 

' For information, continuous contact has been made 
with appropriate sources in Oregon and no positive information 
regarding anticipated travel of captioned subject from California 
to Canada has been forthcoming. 

Referenced airtel indicates that it appears that at 
present, BANKS has no intention, as previously reported, of 
fleeing California or the United States. 

In view of the above, this case is being referred upon 
completion. 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


f - Bureau 
- Minneai 


2 - Minneapolis (157-846) 
2 - Rapid City (88-6431) 

2 - Seattle (88-9066) 

2 - Sacramento (157-4159) 
1 - Portland 
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DENNIS JAMES BANKS, EM - AIMj 00: RAPID CITY. \ ^ 

RE SACRAMENTO TELETYPE SEPTEMBER 20, 1977. 

FOR I FORMAT ION OF SACRAMENTO AND SEATTLE, PpRT^W 1 ^ 

HAS PREPARED TWO CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR ANTICIPATED SURVEILLANCE 
AND IT IS EXPECTED THAT A HIGH DEGREE OF FLEXIBILITY WILL BE 
NECESSARY TO COORDINATE SUCCESSFUL DISCREET SURVEILLANCE. 
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SUBJECT AND ASSOCIATES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED 
AND DANGEROUS.. 






emoKAL form n<X it 
may im n>moN 

«SA FFM* (<t <**) 


UNITED STATES TOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


FROM 


subject: 




DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338)(P) 


date: 11/2/77 




, DENNIS JAME^ANKS 
EM - AIM 
00: Sacramento 

RE SF letter to the Bureau dated 7/22/77. 

_ On 1 1/2/77 SA | contacted_ 

of the Court, Department 19, Municipal Court, 
san Francisco, who advised that the extradition hearing 
regardi ng DENNIS BANKS had been continued to 1/16/78. 

I I advised the court was still awaiting the decision 

by the California Supreme Court regarding the issuance of 
the Governors warrant. 

LEAD 




SAN FRANCISCO 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA : Will follow and report 
hearing scheduled for 1/16/78. 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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2 - Sacramento (157-4159)(RM) n 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 




to : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


prom : SA#T SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P) 


date: 11/16/77 




subject: 



DENNIS JAMES 
DS - AIM 
00: SC 


R 


ANKS 


ReSFlet to Bureau, 


11/2/77. 


On 10/25/77, it was determined through the office 
of the Third Appellate District, California State Court of 
Appeals, Library and Court Building, Room 119, Sacramento, 
that their case #16531 had been referred to the California 
State Supreme Court, 4250 State Building, San Francisco, 
California, telephone #415-557-0587. 

On 10/25/77, inquiry of the Sacramento office of 
the California Supreme Court, Library and Court Building, 

Room 100, determined that the case of the State of South 
Dakota versus Brown (i.e., captioned matter) was to be con¬ 
sidered in the presentation of oral arguments at 9:30 a.m., 
11/10/77, in the courtroom of the Supreme Court at the 
Library and Courts Building, case #S.F.23579. All written 
briefs in the case have already been submitted and all , 
records pertaining to this matter are maintained in San 
Francisco. Following completion of the above arguments, 
the Supreme Court will take the matter under advisement and * 
deliver an opinion which might take several months or possibly 
a year. )C 


b6 

b7C 



On 11/14/77, recontact with the California Supreme v 
Court, Sacramento, determined that oral arguments had been 
presented by respective counsel for DENNIS BANKS and the 
State of California on 11/10/77, and that the courtroom had . 
been packed with spectators, although no demonstrations had 
taken place. 


LEADS: 


em« ® 


Bureau (RM) 

2 - San Francisco (100-79338)(RM) 
1 - Minneapolis (157-846)(RM) 

1 - Sacramento 
WAWiepg 
( 6 ) 
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SAN FRANCISCO : * ,• , 

At SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA : 

Follow litigation. in. this matter through the 
California State Supreme Court, 4250 State Building, 
telephone #415-557,-0587,. to determine when the court will 
render a written opinion.* 

i i i *i 

AHMED AND' DANGEROUS.. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


SAC, SACRAMENTO (157-4159)(P*) 


o> 

@ 


1 date: 12/7/77 


subject: DENNIS JAMEb BANKS 
iK DS - AIM 

-$/) 00: SC 

i 

ReSClet and LHM to Bureau, 4/27/77, and SClet to 
Bureau, 11/16/77. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are five copies, for San 
Francisco two copies, and for Minneapolis one copy of LHM, 
dated and captioned as above, constituting a progress 
report in this matter since the inception of a full inves¬ 
tigation of subject on 1/14/77. 

Interview of subject is not being recommended 
since there is no reason to believe it would be productive 
and could result in re-enforcing allegations by the American 
Indian Movement (AIM) that the FBI is harassing and obstruct- > 

ing the legitimate activities of American Indians. In 
addition , efforts to inte rview BANKS have been denied by his 
attorney J of Oakland, California. ] 

S acramento is in a position through established 
sources and l I to become aware of any possible re- i 

emergence of subject within AIM should such occur. However, 
at present Sacramento is placing this case in a pending 
inactive status awaiting results of l&ad outstanding in 
SClet, dated 11/16/77, for San Franci&QeT&te- follow the outcome . 
of the hearing before the CalTfc^rjI^^up^^Coug^ 

Full investigation of BANKS was instituted when he • J 
held a position of national leadership in AIM; however, this 
is no longer the case, and BANKS has apparently become , 

content in his- lifesty,l£?rjfct DQU. It would therefore appear / 

' (SX Bureau - f 

1 - Minneapolis (157^^4-6) (Enc. 1)(RM) nF o a 197 / 

2 - San Franpi^cw 1,(1^6-79338) (Enc. 2) (RM) “ u / 

1 - Satxanento i ( ' ' 1 ._ - l—*-L 

WAN: epg / / b6 
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that the standard for a full investigation under the 
Attorney General guidelines can no longer be satisfied, and 
Sacramento recommends that FBIHQ terminate this investiga¬ 
tion with the exception of determining the outcome'of the 
above hearing. Should the Bureau so desire, it may refer 
this matter to the Investigative Review Unit of the 
Department for concurrence in Sacramento's recommendation. 

IN VIEW .OF PAST ACTIVITIES. BANKS SHOULD BE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

F^A’o- Sacramento, California 

December 7, 1977 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Residence 

.. ( , t 

Dennis James Banks, born April 12, 1937, at 
- ■ Federal Dam, Minnesota, resides at 1617 Clemson Drive, 

, Davis, California. , 

Employment 

Banks is presently employed as a member of the 
faculty at Deganawidah Quetzalcoatl University (DQU), a 
two-year academic institution recently accredited on 
July 1, 1977, to bestow A.A. or A.S. degrees primarily in 
the fields of Native American and Chicano studies. DQU 
is located near Davis, California. 


1 




i 


Legal Process 

The State of South Dakota is presently seeking 
to extradite Banks from California for sentencing following 
conviction in South Dakota in July, 1975, on charges of riot 
and assault. Following Banks' arrest in California in 
January, 1976, his extradition was blocked by California 
Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., and the case was subsequently 
referred to the California Supreme Court. Written briefs 
in this proceeding before the California Supreme Court have 
been completed, and on November 10, 1977, oral arguments 
were presented by respective counsel for Banks and the State 
of California before the California Supreme Court holding 
session that date in Sacramento. It is anticipated that 
several months or possibly a year will elapse before a 
decision is forthcoming from the California Supreme Court. 
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This document contains neither 
rscoaaumdatlcns nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It Is the property of 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to he 
distributed outside your agency 
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AT7- 










DENNIS JAMES BANKS 


Activities 


Banks is not known to currently hold any position 
with the American Indian Movement (AIM)(see Appendix), and 
no information has been received that he has acted in any 
manner in support of that organization during the past year 
which would constitute a violation of federal law. 

Recommendation 


In view of Banks' lack of a position of leadership 
in AIM or activities on his part in connection with that 
organization which would be in violation of federal law, 
it is recommended that full investigation of the activities 
of Banks be discontinued. 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONS I DERED~aW 1TAND IjA^ EROUS. 
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TTPTKAZ GOVmwfeXT 


The Attorney General 

Attention: Office of Policy and Planning 
Investigation Review Unit 
director, FBI 


DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
DS - AIM 

i 

I 



1/10/7* 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation is conducting an in¬ 
vestigation concerning captioned matter in accordance with the 
current guidelines for domestic security investigations. 

I Reference: 


Enclosures: 

fv^ A memorandum to notify you of 

i—{ An extended preliminary investigation 
f~1 A limited investigation 
I—i A full investigation 

I—i A 9 0-day progress report 
l —\ An annual report 

(^Other N ot ifi cat i on of discontinuance of full domestic 
security investigation. 
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Mailed 3 con 

Ian 101978 □ 4*^ 


Request of Department: 

It is requeued thaV you determine in writing whether 

C..11 1-JLl _ 1 — __^ ^ /O 


ni 


tiled full investigation is warranted,-. o a z/) 
her: 
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*“'" l " ri ! i -Bunsau File Number: 157-29309 

K i OCjj ( 

56FEB 819^4 V ^k 


! li 


MAIL ROOMl 


TELETYPE UHIT CD 


1 i ! 





_ <i 










4’ V 


' crrxwAv po*m wa * 
* may wa cxtion 


r , mat wea CETTiorf 

CiA * (* CTA> lOT-tV* 

. UNITED STATES (S, 
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■« Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 


date: 3/30/78 


FROM 


subject: 




70 J 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-79338)(RUC)<SQUAD 14) 


DENNIS JAMESBANKS 

DS - AIM 

00: SC 

RE SC letter to Director dated 12/7/77, 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and receiving offices 
are appropriate numbers of LHMs regarding subject DENNIS JAMES 
BANKS. 

As set forth in the attached LHM, the California Supreme 
Court in a 5 to 2 decision refused to order California Governor 
EDMUND G. BROWN to extradite • Indian leader DENNIS BANKS to 
South Dakota. 




Inasmuch as the decision by the California Supreme Court <; 
has been rendered and there are no outstanding leads at San! 
Francisco, this case is considered RUC at San Francisco. V / 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, DENNIS BANKS SHOULD BE 
CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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Bureau (Enc. 2) V 

2 - Minneapolis (157-846)(Enc. 2). t 
2 - Sacramento (157-4159)(Enc. 2)V/-., 

1 - San Francisco ■, " ,,U| 
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Jn Reply, Pleas* Refer to 
File No. 


* § 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

San Francisco, California 
March 30, 1978 



DENNIS JAMES BANKS ' 


On March 27,1978,, 

Supreme Court, San Francisco, telephone[ 


1 California 
advised 


a decision was filed on March 20, 1978 in the case captioned 
State of South Dakota vs. Brown which stated in essence the 
Court could not force the Governor of California to extradite 
Dennis Banks. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
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Court: Carrt forcer Broi 
io extradite AlsyUeader 


y ,, By Henry. Weinstein . , jv\ ; 

The state Supreme Court has ruled that Govf 
Brown cannot be ordered to extradite American Indian! 
Movement leader Dennis Banks to South Dakota. I 

The court said yesterday that it is within Brown's 1 
discretion to honor or deny a two-year-old request from j 
* South Dakota’s attorney general to extradite Banks, but'} 
stressed that Brown must act one way or another. j 

t •• .vr*1 

ft The vote in the case was 5 to 2. Justice Stanley; 
Mosk wrote a stinging dissent, asserting that Brown h?s 
a Mandatory duty to grant a proper extradition 
request He also said “the governor apparently insists 
he has some undefined inherent right to sit Jh’ 
perpetual contemplation of the matter, to neither grant 
nor deny the legal demand of a sister state for the 

} I ♦ * « - ( - -» % 1 (' * f - 3 -* " 

j return of a convicted felon who fled the state's Justice 
and is harbored in California." . , | 

A spokesman for Brown said he would have no 
immediate comment because he has not yet read the 
'decision. •* .. - * ‘ ■ 

i A lawyer who represented South Dakota before 
the Supreme Court said the decision would be reviewed 
to see if it will be appealed to the U5. Supreme Cou^ 
“\Ye will have to consider the opinion and surrounding 
circumstances to decide what we want to do," said 
Charles Battle of the Los Angeles firm Gibson. Dunn & 
Ctutcher, which was retained by South Dakota for the 
case.. . ? > 

Battle said the fact that there was a dispute 
between twb states and the fact that there Is a question 
of interpre tation of fede ral extrad ition law ar e grounds ^ 
foflppBfc •• 
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Memorandum 
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^ TO : A DIRECTOR, FBI (157-29309) 
FROJ^fty sKc, SACRAMENTO (157-4159) (C) 

r f /? 

subject: DENNIS JAMESHBANKS 

DS - AIM | 

00: Sacramento 


date: 4/20/78 


- 


Re San Francisco letter and LHM, dated 3/30/78. 


Enclosed for the Bureau and recipient offices are 
appropriate numbers of LHM in captioned matter. 

IN VIEW OF PAST ACTIVITIES, DENNIS JAMES BANKS 
SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
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^2^-Bureau (Enc. 5) ^ 

2-Minneapolis (157-846)(Enc. 2) 

1-San Francisco (100-79338)(Enc. 1)(Info) 
1-Sacramento \ 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 







